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Annotation

«Bo3sBpaeHne Koponsa» — TpeTuin Tom TpMAOrMK. 34ech PaccKasbiBaeTcsa o0 nocieaHel 6UTBe, 0 TOM, Kak
XpaHuTe b BbINOJHW/ CBOKO MUCCUIO M Kak nornbno uapcrteo CaypoHa.



AxoH PoHasnp Pyas1 TosiKuH
BO3BPALLLEHUE KOPOJIA
KHUTA V
1. MUHAC TUPHUT

MuH BbIFNAHYA M3-No4 naawa MHAaanbea. OH HMKAK He MOr MOHATb, BO CHE WM HasfBY CBUCTUT B yLUAX
YepHbI1 HOYHOW BETEP, MeANEHHO MNJblBET 3ybuaTtas TeHb rop Aa/ieKo CMpaBa, BO CHE UKW HasBY KayaeTca y Hero
Haj, ronoBoi 3Be3gHoe Hebo. OH MbITaNcs BCMOMHMUTb, YTO C HUM U T4e OH, HO MbICAW MyTasnCb, OTAE/IbHble
KapTWUHbI CMEHANM ApYr Apyra.

MoMHUTCA, OHM MYyanucb 6e3 OCTaHOBOK, NIeTeNn Bce Bnepen M Brnepea, W Tam, Bnepeam, BCTaBa/ Ha
paccBeTe 30/10TUCTbIN MATKUIA B1ecK, 1 B6bli ropoa, 3aTONIEHHbIW TULWMHOM, U ry/aKaa nycTtota 60abLIOro AsopLa
Ha xonme. OHM BOPBaAUCH NOJ €ro CBOAbl B TOT CaMblii MOMEHT, KOrJaa BBepXy NpoHecnacb OrpomMHas KpblaaTas
TeHb M yXac Bbibenun nuua noaen BoKpyr. MMH BCMOMHWA, KaK U ero cepale c:kana negsHaa pyka. Ho psaom
6b1n MHAANbG, M yXKac ylien, ocTanacb TONbKO yCTanocTb. MNUH cnan, HO COH 6bl/1 TPEBOMKHbIM, B HEM XOAUAU U
pa3roBapuBa/sv He3HaKoMble N0AW, YTO-TO NpuKasbiBan MHAanbd. U ganblie, 6e3 nepexoaa, cHoBa belleHas
CKayKa CKBO3b Ho4b. C Tex nop, KaKk OH 3arnsHyn B ManaHTuMp, Npowno ABoe, HeT, Tpoe cyToK. ManaHtup! 3T10
6b110 y*KacHo! C 3TMM BOCMOMUHAHUEM OH MPOCHY/ICA OKOHYaTeNbHO. BOKpyr wymen u 6opmoTan Bce TOT e
BeTep.

APKKUIA KeNTbl OroHb B TEMHOM Hebe 3acTaBua MUHa CbeXUTbCA OT cTpaxa. 3auem MHAaNbd Be3eT ero B
3TO CTpallHoe, Tam, Bnepean? OH npoTep rnasa. Ha BOCTOKe BCXOAWNA NyHA. 3HA4MT, OHW ByayT CKakaTb u
CKaKaTb, MYaTbCsA CKBO3b HOUYb BECKOHEYHO 40rO.

—T'pe mbl, MHAaNbG?

— Ha 3emnax f'oHaopa. 310 — AHOpUEH.

MUH NPUTUX, HO TYT Xe npuKanca K Hemy. — Yto Tam? CmoTpu! KpacHbiit oroHb! Kak apakoHuit rnas. A BoH
eue oauH!

MHAanbd TONbKO KPUKHYA KOHIO: — Bnepeps, Bennasop, snepea! Cnewn, apyr! — n, HAKNOHMBLUKCH K MMKHY,
cKasan: — CMoTpu. ITo 30BYT Ha Nomollb OrHK oHAopa. BolHa Hayanacb. BoT oroHb Ha AMOHAMHE, Naams Ha
dneHaxe, U ganblie OrHK, Ao rpanul Puctanun. Bnepeg, bennasop!

Ho KoHb BAPYr nowen pbiCblo, NMOTOM Warom MU, NOAHAB rosioOBYy, 3ap*Kas. N3 TemMHOTbl MOCAbIWANOCH
OTBETHOE pXaHWe, ® MMMO HUX Ha 3anaj NPoMYanochb Tpoe BCAAHMKOB. [TMH eaBa pasrnagen nx Bo Tbme. benbin
KOHb nop,o6pancn, pBaHyCA BNepea, U CHOBa HOYb 3allymesia BOKPYr HUX BETPOM.

CkBO3b Apemy lMuUH cablwan, Kak MHaanbd pacckasbiBaeT emy 0 TOHAOPCKUX NpaBUTENAX, O CUTHaNbHbIX
OrHAX, BbICTPO NepeaaloLMX BaskHbIe BECTM Yepes BCIO CTPaHy.

—Ho B npexHuWe BpemeHa B OTHAX He bbl1o HyXabl. Cemb ManaHTMpoB 6bi10 B TO Bpema B Cpegusembe.
MpaBUTENN MOT/IM FOBOPUTb APYT C APYrOM U3 CTPaHbI B CTPaHy.

MuH, yChabliwas O CTPAWHOM KaMHe, KOTOprﬁ M TaK HE WeNny Hero 13 roJioBbl, 6ecrnoKoiHOo noweseanacs.

— Cnn, — ckasan mar, — cnu n He 6oica. Mbl Beab ¢ Tobo egem He B Mopgaop, Kak ®poao ¢ Camom, a B
MwuHac Tuput. Tam ceityac Toxke Hebe3onacHo, Kak y Bac B XobbutaHuu. Moka, — 3HaUMTeNbHO AobasBua OH, —
notomy, 4To ecam KonbLo BepHeTca K Bpary, ecam naget loHAop, To Teba He cnaceT n Xob6butaHums.

—BoT yxK ytewwn, — nogyman lNuH, cHoBa 3acbinaa. MocnegHee, 4To OH NOMHWA, Bbln Baeck NyHbl Ha
CHEXHbIX BepwmuHax rop. OH elle ycnen nogymatb o Tom, rge ceiyac ®Ppogo, *KMB M OH, gobpancs an go
Mopgopa.



®poao B UTUaneHe cMoTpen Ha Ty *Ke NyHy, He3a40Ar0 40 paccBeTa 3axo4Allyto Hag FoHAopoMm.

MuHa pa3byannu ronoca. B TymaHe 3aHMManucb XonogHble NpeapaccBeTHble cymepku. bennasop croan,
BbICOKO BCKWMHYB T0/IOBY, OT €ro Tena Banua nap. Bokpyr MWH yBMAEN HECKOMbKMX POCAbIX NtoAei B naaliax.
C3agmM CMyTHO BbIPMCOBbLIBANACh NOAYPa3pyLEHHasA CTeHa. TaM CTy4anu MOIOTKWU, CKPUMENU Koaeca, CKPeXKeTano
}eneso, B TymaHe TYCKNO cBeTuaucb dakena. NHAaNbG roBopua ¢ A0AbMM B Naawax, U MNUH NOHAA, YTO peyb
LA O HeM.

— KoHeuyHo, MuTpaHgup, — roBOPUA OAMH U3 TeX, YTO CTOANU PALOM, — Tbl MOXKELb exaTb cB06oAHO. Mbl
3Haem Tebn, n Tebe M3BECTHbI MAPOAN A/ BCEX CEMM BOPOT. HO TBOEro CNyTHMKA Mbl He 3HaeMm. KTo oH? THoMm ¢
Cepbix Fop? YyKesemuam 3aKpbIT BXo4 B FOHAOP. PasBe YTO OHM MOTyume BOWMHbI, YbA BEPHOCTb M OTBara O4YeHb
HY»KHbl HaMm celiyac.

— fl nopy4yycb 3a cBoero cnyTHMKa nepes [leHeTopom, — oTBeYan mar.— A Yto Ao ero Aobnectu, He cyam o
Hem no pocty, NHronbAa. Y Hero Ha cyeTy 6UTB 1 onacHocTen 6osblie, Yem y Tebs, XOT POCTOM OH HeBenuK. Mbl
BO3Bpallaemca U3 cpaxkeHus noa Ckanbbyprom. OH ycTan. A He xouy ero 6yauTb. 30BYT ero MNeperpuH, 1 Yenosek
OH OTBaKHbIN.

—YenoseK? — HegOBEepUMBO Nepecnpocun NHronba, a ocTaBlIMECA 3aCMEANNCH.

MWH OKOHYaTEeNbHO NPOCHY/ICA.

— Bot ewe! Yenosek! A —xo66uT! A oTBa*KHbIM ObIBat0, KOrAa AEBaTbCA YiKe HeKyaa.

— OTBeT AOCTOMHDbIN, —3ameTun MHronba n nepecnpocun: — Xobout?

— HeBbICOKNUK, — HErPOMKO NOACKa3an Mmar, HO He TOT, O KOTOPOM FOBOPUT NPOpPoYecTBo. ITO ero poamu.

—Poawd, apyr u cnytHuK, — aobasun MuH.— U ecan ato MuHac TUpKUT, TO NO-HACTOALLEMY OTBAMKHbIN
Bopomup, cnaclwinit MHe KN3Hb B CHErax cesepa, U3 Ballel cTpaHbl. OH 3awWmwan MeHa 1 nan...

— Monuun! — npepsan ero MHAaNbG. — Ty NeYanbHyO BECTb NEPBbIM AO/IKEH Y3HaTb ero oTew, [eHeTop.

— Mbl poragpiBanncb, — FPYCTHO cKasan WMHronba.— CTpaHHble 3HamMeHus 6bliv HedaBHO... YTo X,
noesxaire. Mpasutens MuHac Tuputa 06A3aTenbHO 3axo4eT BUAETb TOro, KTO NPUHEC emy BeCTb O CbiHe, byab To
YyenoseK Un...

— Unn xob66ut, — gokoHunn MuH.— A mano 4To MoOry pacckasaTb, HO B NamATb 06 oTBaXHOM Bopomwupe
paccKaXKy BCe, YTO 3Hato.

- |_|O€3)Kal7ITe, — NOBTOPUN UHronbAa, n ero ntogm NOCTOPOHUNNCD, NpPONyCKaA 6enoro KoHA.. — Ham HYXHbl U
TBOWM COBET, 1 TBOA NOMOLLb, MVITpaH,CI,VIp. anb, yto Tbl BCerga npmuxoauib C AYPHbIMU BECTAMMN.

— DTO NOTOMY, YTO A MPUXOKY TYAa, rAe HYXKAAITCA B MOMOLM, — oTBEeTUA MIHAaNb.

Mpexae, 4em TPOHYTb KOHA, OH nocoseToBan UHronbay He BO3UTLCA CO CTeHOVI, a Hemeads1eHHO roToBUTbLCA
K HanageHuto Bparos. Ero cnpocmau, ectb M HagZeXHa Ha MOMOLLb pMCTaHMﬁCKMX Bcap,HMKOB?

—[yTb OT PuctaHum go AHopueHa TpyAaeH. lNpexae, 4emM OHWU NpUAYT, UX KAeT Hemasno 6ute. Ho oHu
npuayT, 3To roBopto Bam A, Mutpangup!

bBennasop cKkakan no npekpacHoM, U306UNbHOM cTpaHe, AJIMHHbIMU OT/IOTUMM CKNOHaMKU CrycKatolenca K
AonnHe AHayuvHa. Bokpyr MuH BMAen noAas, cafbl, Oropoabl, BUAEN Nof4ei U BCNOMHUA, YTO B UX KUax TedyeT
KpoBb ABYyX Hapogos, *KMUBLUUX APYKHO M cHacTAMBO. HymeHopubl, Npuas ¢ 3anaaa, He NopaboTuaun, HO CAUMUCH C
TEMM, KTO UCKOHHO KM/ Ha 3TUX 3eM/IAX, U Ternepb 3TO BbiN 0AUH Hapo4, ropaYo NobUBLLKI CBOM Kpali U roTOBbI
3alMLLATL ero oT Atoboi HanacTu.

Ha Bocxoge MHAanbd co CBOMM CMYTHUKOM NPpU6aM3nAnCb K MuHac Tuputy, 1 MUH BCKPUKHYA OT BOCTOPra,
KOrga Ha ero rnasax CTeHbl KPenocTu OKpacuaMCb PO30BbiM B CBeTe 3apu, a benaa balwHA Ha BeplMHE X0Ama
3acBepKana cepebpom nog nepsbiMu iydammn conHUa. benble 3HameHa pa3BeBafMCb Ha CTEHAX, BbICOKO M YMCTO
nenu Tpyobl.

Korga oHuM Bbexanun B BOPOTa, Nt0AM BOKPYr 3aKpudanu: — MutpanHamp! CmoTpute, ato Mutpangmp! BuaHo,
rposa 6ausko!



— [1a, oHa npubnuxaetca, — otBeTnN MHAANb. — MeHAa npuHecan ee KpblabA. Y Hac aeno K [eHeTopy,
NoKy4a OH elle npasutenb NoHaopa. Kak 6bl HM NOWNo Aanbliue, CTpaHe yKe He 6blBaTb NPEXHeN, — NpoBopYan
OH cebe nog Hoc. — MNponyctute meHsa!l

Jlloan paccTynuanch, AMBACL Ha KOHA U CNyTHUKA mara. KoHelt B foHaope BUAeAN peaKo, HO BCe NpU3Hau
8 6/1aropPOAHOM }KMBOTHOM MOCAaHLA PUCTaHMK, U 3TO HAMOAHWAO HaAEK A0 MHOTUe cepaLa.

Bennasop 3BOHKO CTynas Mo KaMeHHbIM MOCTOBbIM, NOAHMMAACL M3 OAHOTO sipyca Fopoaa B Apyroin. OHu
WA CTYNEHAMW K BEPLUMHE ropbl, KakAabli fpyc 6bin O0bHeceH CTEeHOW C BOPOTAaMW, M BOPOTA HWUKOTAA He
pacrnonaraancb Apyr npotus apyra. LleHTpanbHas LMTagenb Kasanacb HenpucTynHoi. Ecav Bpar 6pan ogHy
CTeHy, Nepes, HUM BCTaBasa gpyras.

MWH He MOr OMOMHUTLCA OT U3YMJIEHUSA W BOCTOPra Npu BMAE 3TOTO MOTYYero, BeJIMKONENHOIO KaMeHHOro
ropoga. Ho Bcrogy rnas BcTpeyan NpUsHaKky ynagka: Asepy 4OMOB 6blan 3anepTbl, OKHa NyCTbl, YAULbI HEMbI.

B cegbmom sapyce conHue, ocBeluaslwee B 310 Bpemsa Ppoao aopory yepes yawm MTManeHa, o03apwao
rnagKue CTeHbl, pe3Hble KONOHHbI 1 6onbliyio apKy BopoT. KoHam Bxog B LiTagens 6bin 3akasaH, v MHAanb
cnewunca. bennasop TPEBOXKHO NepecTynan KonbiTamu, HO Mar WenHya eMy YTO-TO, U OH MO3BO/IUA YBECTU cebA.

BouHbI, oxpaHsABWMe BXoA B 3Be3aHyto LiMTagens, 6bian ogeTbl B YepHoe. Ha rpyam y HUx cepebpuiocb
BbILUWMTOE LLBETYLLEE AEPEBO NOJ CEMbIO 3BE34aMU, HA FOJI0BAX — BbICOKME LUJEMbI C KPbINbSMW MOPCKOW YaliKu
no 6okam. Ctpaxka monya nponyctuna MHaanbda. 3a apkoi 6bin ABOP, MOLLEHbIN 6enbim KamMHem, U GOHTaH,
WCKPALWMICA Ha coHLEe BecenbiMmu Bankamu. BoKpyr pocna sipKas 3eseHan Tpasa; HO PALAOM, CKIOHMBLUUCL Hag,
Yawel ¢oHTaHa, CTOANIO MEPTBOE, 3acoXLlee AEPEBO, U Kamnu BOAbl CTEKAIN C €ro ro/ibix BETBEN, KaK cnesbl. MnH
XoTen 6bI10 YAUBUTLCA, HO BCMOMHWA, Kak OAHaxKabl MHA4anbG nen o cemu 3Bes3gax v benom gepese. OH OTKPbIA
POT, 4TO6bI CMPOCUTL Mara, HO OHM y:Ke BCTYMUW MO CBOAbI BbICOKOTO A4BOPLa, U MHAaNbd 3aroBopu cam.

— byab ocTopoXeH B cnoBax, Aob6pbii MeperpuH. 3aecb He XobbutaHma, U AUWHAA BONTOBHA He B YeCTW.
TeopgeH 6bin 40OP M KPOTOK, HO COBCeM He TakoB [leHeTop. OH YenoBek ropabii U NPOHULATENBHbIN, U ropa3ao
b6onee CUNbHBIN M BNACTHbIN, Yyem TeodeH, XOTA M He KOpoJb, a TOJIbKO npaBuTesb. [OBOpUTb OH OydeT B
OCHOBHOM ¢ Toboli. OH ntobun Bopommnpa M oYeHb CUAbHO, @ Tbl HbIN C HUM A0 KOHUa. Ho npegynpexaato: He
ynomuHan numenun ®pogo u ero 3agaun. Korga npuaert Bpems, A ckaxy 06 atom. U ewle, — mar npomeanmn, — o6
AparopHe ToxKe nyyiie 6bl TOMONYaTb NOKa.

— Ho noyemy? Pa3Be ¢ BpoAAaKHUKOM UYTO-HMOYAb He TaK? — ucnyraHHo cnpocu MuH. — OH BeAb cam xoTen
naTv B FToHA0pP. OH }Ke J0/KEH CKOPO MPUITU... AN HET?

—Bce moreT 6biTb, — 03abouyeHHO oTBeTWA MBHAanbd. — AparopHa 34ecb He KayT. Ero npuxog 6yaer
HeOXUAaHHOCTbIO U AN [eHeTopa, M TaK, MHe KaeTtcs, byaer nyywe. fl, BO BCAKOM c/yyae, He cobupatocb
HUKOTO NpeaynpexkaaTb O ero Npuxoge.

OHM y3Ke NoAoLWM K BbICOKOM ABEPU U3 NOAMPOBAHHOIO MeTanna. [3HAanbd ocTaHOBUACA.

— Cellyac He Bpemsa 3aHMMaTbCA UcTopuel MoHaopa, XOoTA Aydwe bbl Tebe ee 3HaTb. [Mocaywait meHa m
coenan, Kak A Tebe rosopto. He oyeHb-TO Mygpo cooblaTb moryyemy MpaBUTENI0 O CMEPTU HaciedHWKa, U
OZHOBPEMEHHO O NPUBLITUN NPETEHAEHTA. ITO Tbl, HAAEKCb, MOHUMAELb?

— Kak npeTteHgeHTa? — owesiom/ieHHo nepecnpocun MuH.

— BOT MMeHHO, — oTBeTUN Mar. — UrpywKkn KoHYMAnUch, NtobesHbli MNeperpuH. CMOTpW, caywan u ayman,
npexae Yem cKasaTb MW caenaTb YTo-HMbyab. Hy naem, nopa, — v OH NOCTy4Yan B ABepb.

OHM BOWAKM B 334, CBOAbI KOTOPOro MOKOMAWUCb Ha OFPOMHbIX KO/NOHHAaX YepHOro mpamopa. BeplmHbl
KOMIOHH 6bINN YKpalleHbl U3BafgHMAMM HEBEAOMbIX KMBOTHbIX, BETBENW M /IMCTbEB, MO MOTO/IKY LW/Aa LBETHasA
pocnucb No 30/710TOMYy MoAo. Mexay ABYMA PAAAaMM KONOHH 3acTblAM mMpaMopHble ¢urypbl. MUH B34POrHYA,
y3HaB B YepTax Ux Anu, KameHHbix CTpaykeit Ha AHAyMHe. YTO-TO B HUX HAaNoMWHano emy 1 AparopHa.

B ganbHem KOHUe 3ana, Ha MHOTroCtyneH4aTtom BO3BbilLEHWNU, CTOAN HYCTOVI MpaMOprIl‘/JI TPOH, N03a4un HEro
Ha CTeHe mepuaso AparoueHHbIMU KaMHAMUA M306pa>KeH|/|e UBETYLLEro aepesa.

Y nogHoXuA TPOHA Ha LIJVIpOKOVI CTyneHun B NPOCTOM Kpecne U3 HepHOro KamHAa cnagen Ctapuk ¢ KOPOTKUM
6enbim Kesnom B PYyKax. OH He nogHAN roNoBbl Ha BoweALWwMunX, npoAo/IKaAa pPpacCMaTpmBaTb 4YTO-TO Y cebs Ha
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KO/IeHAX.
MHAaNbd OCTaHOBWUAICA B TPEX Larax oT Kpecna.

— MpueetcTBylo [eHeTopa, CbiHA JKTeNMoHal! — 3BYYHO CKasan OH.— B 3TOT MpayHblil Yac A npuwen c
BECTAMM N COBETOM.

CTapMK nogHAnN ronosy. MWH HEeBONIbHO XAan B HEM CXOACTBa C EOpOMMpOM, HO pe3Kune n ropable 4epTbl
Nnda npasutensa, I'J'IYGOKVIE, TE€MHbI€e rnasa CHOBa HANOMHUAN eMY EpO,CI,FI)KHVIKa.

—[a, Tbl NpaB, Yac MpayeH, — MegieHHO npousHec [eHeTop, — HO Mbl MPUBBLIKAM BUAETb MuTpaHaMpa
MMEHHO B TaKMe Yacbl, — OH HaJ4O0ATo 3amon4an. — 3Haku npeasellatoT 6nskyto rnbens FfoHaopa. FOpbKo AymaThb
0 TOM, YTO BMNepeun, HO elle roplie yxe cayduslieecs. MHe cKkasanu, 4to ¢ Tobon NpuaeT ToT, KTo BUuaen rmbenb
MOEro CblHa. 3T0 OH?

— [la, — otBeTUAN mar. — Ux 6bi10 ABoe. Ero ToBapuuy octanca ¢ TeoaeHom PUCTaHUIACKMM M NpubyaeT nose.
OHU 062 — HEBbLICOK/IMKKN N3 X0BOUTaAHUK, HO NpeaCcKa3aHUe rOBOPUT HE O HUX.

— HeBbICOKNKKU, — MpPaYyHO MoBTOpUA [leHeTop. — ITO OHM BHeCAM cMmyTy B gena Cpegusembs, M3-3a HUX
normb moit cbiH. O, Bopomup! — npoctoHan oH.— Kak Tbl Hy)KeH ceiyac! Moyemy Tebe BbiMan 3TOT Kpebuw,
noyemy He bpaty TBOEMY?

— CKopbb nunwaet TebAa cnpaBeanBOCTU, NPaBUTENb, — CYPOBO 3ameTua MHaanbd. — bopommp cam Bbibpan
CBOW pebuit 1 He ycTynua 6bl ero HUKoMy. OH 6bl/1 CUIbHBIM YENIOBEKOM M YMENT HAacTOATb Ha CBoeMm. fl xopoLlo
Y3Han ero 3a AO0ArMiA nNyTb, NpoliaeHHbIn BmecTe. Ho cKaxu, oTkyaa B MuHac Tupute Tebe n3BectHo O ero
rmbenn? Kto coobwmn o Hein?

—f nonyunn BOT 3T0,— npousHec [eHeTtop. MHAaNbG M [MH yBUAENM HA KOJEHAX NpaBuTens Age
NOMIOBUHKM pa3pybieHHOro 60blIOro pora, OKOBaHHOToO cepebpom.

— Por bopomupal — He yaeprKaBLWMCb, BCKPUKHYA MUH.

— [a, — otBeTMN [eHeTop. — A paHblue UM BAAEN A, 3 ele paHblue — KaxKAabli CTapwuii B HaWwem poay ¢
CaMbIX fa/ibHUX BpeMeH. TpMHaAUaTb AHeW Has3ag, A CAblla 3BYK 3TOro pora c cesepa. fl }A4as, YTo OH NpPo3ByYMUT
CHOBa, HO Peka npuHecna mHe 0610MKM, — OH NOMoYa. Ero TemMHble r1asa ocTaHOBUAMCH Ha anue MuHa. — YTo
CKaXKeT 06 3TOM HEBBICOK/NK?

— TpuHaguatb AHen...— nogyman Bcayx [MuH,— Aa, noanyi, Tak oHO M ecTb. [a, s nNomHio, bopommp
3aTpybun B por, HO NOMOLLb HE NPULLAA, TOSIbKO OPKMU...

— 3HauuT, Tbl MU B camom gene 6bin Tam? — rnasa [eHeTtopa Tak U BNMAKUCH B MnHa. — Tak rosopu! Mouyemy He
npuLwaa nomoub? Moyemy Tbl 3KMB, @ MOTYYMA BOMH Man, XOTA NPOTMUB HEro 6blin TONbKO OPKN?

MWH BCNbIXHYA. — M AN camoro moryyero AoBO/IbHO 6biBaeT oaHOM cTpensbl, a bopomupy gocranachk Tyya, —
OH KOPOTKO paccKasan O CxBaTKe C OpKamu U rubenn bopomupa. — fl He 3abyay ero, — 3aKoH4YMA OH. — Bopomup
6b11 4O6NECTHbIM BOMHOM M NOMM6, cnacas Hac OT NPUCAYKHUKOB Bpara. MepTBblii — OH Tak Xe 40Por MHe, Kak
6b11 KMBOIA.

B3BO/IHOBAHHbIN BOCNOMMHAHUAMMW, 3a6bIB CTpaX U OCTOPOXKHOCTb, MOJ'IO,CI,Oﬁ X066UT 0BHaXMn mey U
NONOXWA ero K Horam [eHeTopa. — He paBHaA 3TO 3ameHa, NoBennTe b, — CKa3aa OH, — HO A OTAAl0 Bam CBOKO
KU3Hb, U TeM XOTb HEMHOIO XO4y NOracuTb A0 OTBaXXHOMY bopomumpy.

Cnabasn yan6Ka, NOX0XaA Ha Ny4Y XO0/104HOro CoJiHUa B 3MMHNI LeHb, 03apuia AMuo cTapuka. MIcKpeHHue
cnosa xo66uTa NpUWANCbL emy Mo ayuwe. — f NPMHUMAIO TBOe NpeanoXeHue, — mea/IeHHO OTBETU/ OH.

Mo 3HaKy npasuTtens MNUH NPEKAOHMA KOJIEHO W, MOJIOKMB PYKY Ha Med, npousHec Bcaed 3a [JeHeTopom
C/10Ba KNATBbI B BepHOCTM FoHA0pY, npu3sas MNHAanbba B CBUAETENN.

— Bot Tebe Moe nepBoe nosesneHne, — ckasan [leHeTop, CHOBa CafACb B KPec/o. — PacckaXu mMHe Bce, YTo
cymeellb BCMOMHUTb 0 MOeM cbiHe. Caanchb U roBopu.

yp,apMB Ke3nom B Cep66pﬂHbIV1 Kpyr Bo3ne Kpecna, OH NMpwuKasaa nogasBatb roctaAmM CUAEeHbA. — Y meHsa
TOJIbKO YaC BpeMEHU, — CKa3a/ OH, o6pau.|,aﬂc13 K mary,— HO MOXXeT 6bITb, Be4Yepom mMmbl yBNANMCA CHOBA.

— A MOXKeT 6bITb, M TOTO paHblue, — oTBeTUA MIHAaNbd. — He 3aTem A muyanca cioga M3 Ckanbbypra, 4Tobbl
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[0CTaBUTb HOBOTO BOMHA, Kak Bbl Yy4TMB M OTBaXkeH OH He 6bin. Pa3se Tebe Bce pasHO, [leHeTop, YyTo TeoaeH
oaepkan bonbuiyo nobeay, Ckanbbypr paspylueH, a CapymaH AULWIKACA CBOEIO MarMyeckoro xesna?

— Hert, He Bce paBHO, MuUTpaHAMp. HO MHe M3BEeCTHO 06 3TOM AOCTaTOYHO, — OH B3rAAHYA Ha BHAanbda B
ynop, ¥ MWH Ha MWUF NOYYBCTBOBAN C/IOBHO OFHEHHYIO CTPYHY, Hanps)KEHHO MPOTAHYBLUYIOCA MEXKAY HUMMU.
[eHeTop nepsbim OTBEA FNasa.

- FOBOPHT, 4yTO nal’laHTI/IpOB 6onbwe Her... Ho npasuTenun I'OH,u,opa BUOAT N 3HAKOT 60nbLUE MHOTUX.

Cnyrv npuHecan cuaeHbs, CTONUK, BUHO B cepebpsaHOM KyBlMHe, KybKW, neyeHbe. MUH yyBCcTBOBaAN cebs
OY€eHb HEYIOTHO: eMy NOKa3asocCb, YTo, roBopsA o KamHsax, [leHeTop BbICTPO M CTPAHHO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hero.

OHW roBOPUAM POBHO Yac, U MNH HUKOrAa NOTOM He MOr 3abbiTb HU MPOH3MTENbHOIO B3riA4a NpasuTens
FoHAOpPa, HU ero BHe3anHbIX OWeN0MAALWMUX BOMPOCOB, HU BHUMaTE/IbHOTO OCTOPOXKHOro MHAanbda pagom. K
KOHLY pa3rosopa lNunH coscem obeccunen. — HakoHeL-TO, MOAyMasn OH, — Tenepb bbl A N03aBTPaKas 3a TPOUX.

OTnycKkana roctei, [leHeTop ckasas, 4To xoTen 6bl BUAeTb MHAaNbda Ha coBeTe BanXKe K yTpy. — Bnpouem, —
no6asun oH, — npasuTenb FoHAOpa pag BuaeTe 6naropoaHoro MutpaHampa B ntoboe Bpems. He Hago cepanTbea
Ha CTapwKa, K CTapocTu ym cnabeer.

- Hy HET, 6ﬂal'0p0,CI,Hblﬁ ,D,EHETOP,— oTBeYyasn mar. — PaayN\ NOKUHET 3TO Tes0 BMeCTe C XMU3Hblo. A Beb
NMOHAN, NOYeMYy Tbl paccnpalinBaellb TOro, KTo 3HaeT MmeHbLle BCEX, KOrga A 34ecCb.

— Tem nyywe, — cnabo ycmexHyics [leHeTop. — [1yno oTKasbiBaTbCs OT COBETA M NOMOLLM B TaKOM Yac, HO y
TebsA CBOM LENM, U A UX He 3Hal. A npasutenb fOHAOPA HWKOrAa He CTaHeT opyaMem B YyXKMX pyKax. [ena
lfoHaopa — mou aena, M 6oablie HUYLbWM, BO BCAKOM C/yyae, A0 TeX Mop, MOKa HUKTO APYron He MnpeabasBuTt
60/1bLWNX NPaB peLlaTb UX, YHeM MOW.

—TaK coxpaHu CTpaHy A0 NPMX04a TOro, KTO MOMKET MMEeTb Takue npasa. BoT B 3ToM-To A 1 nomory Tebe
BCEMW CMNaMU. U BOT UTO A elle cKaxy, [leHeTop. fl HUKOro He CTaHy AenaTtb opyanem HU B foHAOpe, HU B KaKkoW
Apyroii cTpaHe, byab OHa BesMKa UAM mana. Ho Koraa BO3HWKaET yrpo3a BCEMY CBET/IOMY, YTO eCTb B 3TOM MUpe —
3TO Moe feno. M ecnn XoTb UTO-HMBY b NEepPEeXKMBET HAZBUAOWNIACA MPaK U CMOXKET LBECTU U NPUHOCUTD NI0LbI
— 370 byaeT mos nobeaa, Aaxe ecan FoHAop nageT. Tbl HOCUW Db MMA XpaHuTena LiuTagenu, Ho passe Tbl 3abbia,
YTO A TOXKE XpaHuTeNb?

Bcto gopory 13 asopua MHAanbd Monyan v HY pasy He B3rNAHYA Ha MyHA. NpoBOXKaTbLIN NPUBEN UX K AOMY
y ceBepHoOl cTeHbl Untagenn. Tam ans Hux 6bina npurotossieHa 6obluas, CBETNas KOMHATa C OKHAaMM Ha Peky.

MopoxkaaB, NOKa NPOBOAHMK Bbiwen, MNUH 6pocuacs K mary. — Tbl cepaulibcs Ha MeHs, MHAanbd? Ho s
caenan BCe, YTO MOT...

Torga mar, cmesicb, 06HAN ero 3a naedn. MuH ¢ obaerdeHMem ycablllan ero Becesblit ronoc: — KoHe4yHo, Tbl
caenan Bce, yto mor. [laxke ABa CTapbiXx Myapeua He CMOrIM 3arHaTtb Tebsa B yron. U Bce-Takm [leHeTop y3Han
60blle, YeM Tbl Aymaellb. OT Hero He YKpblIOCh, YTO NpeasoauTenem oTpsaaa nocie Mopuu 6bin He Bopommp, a
KTO-TO 60/iee BbICOKOTO poAa, M 3TOT KTO-TO CO CBOMM MPOC/aBNEHHbIM MEYOM HamepeBaeTca Npuintu B MuHac
Tuput. Co pHs oTbe3ga bopomupa npaBuTeNb YacTo PasMbIWAAA O npowsom [oHAOpa M He 3abbin cnos
npeacKkasaHus.

[JeHeTop He noxox Ha Apyrux, MNMuH. KakoBa 6bl He 6blia ero poAocC/ioBHAsA, B HEM TeYeT YMCTas KPOBb
HymeHopLeB. B Hem, 1 B ®apamupe, ero BTOPOM CbiHe, HO He B NePBOM, KOTOPOrO OH tobun bonblie.

[deHeTop npo3opans. Bonsa n myapocTb NO3BOAAKOT €My YMTaTb B MbICASAX /IIOAEN AarKe Ha PacCTOSHMM.
O6maHyTb ero TpPyAHO, a NbITaTbCA CAENaTb 3TO onacHo. Ana Tebs NOMHUTL 06 3TOM NOME3HO — Tbl MPUHEC emy
KNATBY. YK He 3Hato, YTo TebAa HagoyMMNo, HO caenaHo 6bino OT AyliM, W, NO-MoemMy, TPoHyao [deHeTtopa. Tbl
Tenepb NoIHOMNPaBHbIM BOMH [OHAOpPA, HO NpaBuTenb o Tebe He 3abyaeT, He HagelcA. M Byab OCTOPOXKEH.

MHAanbd nomonyan, pasgymMblBas O YeM-TO CBOEM, MOTOM cKasasn: — Hy, MnH, nopa Ha COBEeT K npaBuTeio.
Mpowy Tebs, pasbiwm bennasopa, yaHal, Kak ero ycTpouan. 34eWHNn Hapoa, XOPOLLO OTHOCUTCA K KUBOTHbIM, HO
0 KOHsIX, 60toCb, 3HaeT MmasioBaTo.

He ycnena 3akpbiTbCA 3@ Marom ABepb, KakK Ha bawHe Uutagenn Konokon oToUN TP yaapa — Bpema CoBeTa.

Mocuaes HemHoro B oauHouyectse, MUH Bblwen Ha yauuy. Co/HLUE CTOAN0 HeBbICOKO. [loma u baliHu
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bpocanun ANnHHbIE, pe3Kue TeHW. B cnHeBe Heba CBEpKaM Janiekne CHeXKHble BeplunHbl Benbix Fop. HecmoTpsa Ha
PaHHMI Yac, Ha yauLax 6bl10 MHOTO BOOPYKEHHbIX /Il0AeN.

— [eBATb YacoB No Halemy, — ckasan NnH cebe nog Hoc. — Camoe 6bl Bpems No3aBTpakaTb, A3 Ha TPaBKe,
Aa BecHoM, aa ytobbl bpeHaAMAYMH Xypyan pagom. [a rae yX TyT TpaBKa! Ho Bce-TakM MHTepecHo: BOT 3Tu
BOMHbI, HAMPUMEP, YKe 3aBTpaKann? A ecnu 3aBTpakaan, TO Koraa 1 rae cobupatorca obeaatb?

B 3TOT MOMEHT MpPAMO K Hemy MojoLwes BOMH B YepPHOM C cepebpsAHbIM WNTbEM Ha rpyau U NPOTAHYA
PYKRy. — fl — beperoHa. Tbl Ha cny:kbe y Hallero NPaBUTENS, U MHE BEIEHO NOMOYb Tebe 0CBOUTLCA 34ech. Thbl Beab
npubbin n3ganeka? — u oH 3acbinan MuHa BONpocamu, HO BAPYr Npepsan cebn. — Begb 3To A AO/KEH OTBEYATb Ha
TBOW BOMPOCbI, @ Cam... YTo Bbl Tbl XOTEN y3HATbL NpeXKae Bcero?

MuH cnerka 3akonebancs.

— 3-3, HacyeT 3aBTpakKa... Hy, 0 BpemeHu Tpanesbl, TO eCTb. W rae TpanesHasa, ecau oHa ecTb, KOHeYHo. Nan
XapyeBHA? A YTO-TO HU OAHOM 34eCh He BUAEN.

BeperoHa, coKpyLeHHO NoKayan roa0Bow:
— TaK Tbl HUYETO He e/ ceroaHaA?

—YecTHO rosopA, en, — oTBeTUN I'IpaB,CI,MBbIﬁ MuH. — npaBVITEI'Ib yrouwana HaCc BUHOM U nevYyeHbem, HO 3aTO
LI,EI'IbII‘;i 4ac n3soaun MeHA paccnpocamu, a oteeydaTtb emy — aeno Henerkoe!

Ycnbiwae o Tom, 4yTo Foposa Ha BOEHHOM MOJ/IOXKEHUWU, U Tpanesbl Mo 3TOMY Cay4Yato pefku, MUH CHUK, HO
BeperoHg, yTewmn ero, cKasas, YTO 33 TAXKENYIO PaboOTy MOJIOKEHO YyCUAEHHOE NMUTAHME, U B KaZ0BOM MOXKHO
YTo-HMOYAb pPa3aobbiTb. Kak HU TAHyno MWHA B 3Ty CTOPOHY, OH PELMA CHayana BbIMNOJAHUTb MOpydYeHue
MHAanboa.

YBuges xo66u1Ta, BXO4ALLErO B KOHIOWHIO, Bennasap 3apkan M NOTAHYNCA K HEMY MOPAOMN.

—34paBCTBYM, 34paBCTBY, — CKasan emy MuH. — MHganbd nepenaer Tebe NpuBeT M NPUAET, KaK TONbKO
cmokeT. Ceituac y Hero BaxkHble gena. Tebe HaZo XOPOLO OTAOXHYTb MOC/E TaKoN A0Poru.

KoHb 3aTpsic rpMBoii M nepectynua Horamu. MuH npeactasnn emy beperoHga, n bennasop nossonun emy
nornaauTb ceba no wee. 3arnaHyB B KOPMYLLKY W YAOCTOBEPUBLUNCL, YTO KOPMY A0CTaTo4YHO, MWH npocTmnaca ¢
KOHEM.

— Hy, Tenepb naem K Hallen KOpMyLLKe, — cka3an beperoHa n nosen MnHa B HUXKHUI Apyc UuTagenn. Tam
UM Bblgann xneb, colp, nosaHero cbopa AGMOKM M KyBLWIMH NMBA B Npuaady. HarpyeHHble npunacamu, OHu
NOAHANUCHL Ha OAMH U3 BOCTOYHbIX BACTUOHOB.

3a e,u,017| OHM ycnenm norosopuntb U o I'OHp,ope, M O MecCTax, Mo KOTOpbIM npowen MuH c oTpagom, n o
MHOIFom M3 TOro, 4YTO €My NPULLNIOCb UCNbITATb. MoskeT, 4yto 6b110 YYTb-4yTb U HE TaK, HO E)E[I)EI'OHﬂ1 NMPOHUKCA K
nVIHy 60nbWNM yBaXXeHneMmM. NoTom OH NOKasblBa/N M Ha3blBaa MecTa BOKpPYT. Bosne camoro I'opo,u,a ABUXKeEHNe
6b110 HE6OI'IbLIJOe, 3aTO KOXHaA gopora 6bln1a 3abMTa NOBO3KaMM: KEeHWMWHbI, 4ETU, CTAPUKKU NOKNLOANN I'opop,.

—3JTO nocnegHue, — cKasan beperoHa, M mMano KTO M3 HUX BHOBb CBMAMTCA C pogHbimn. B Topoae wm
Bcerga-tTo 66110 Mano AeTen, a Tenepb NoYTU coBcem HeT. To/IbKO pebaTa nocTaplue, KOTOPble CaMu He 3aX0Tenn
yexaTb. OHM MOryT NOHaAobuTbes 3aecb. MoW CbiH TOXKe ocTancs.

MuH c TpeBOro NOCMOTPEN Ha BOCTOK. — YTo 310 Tam? Ewe oamH ropoa?

— 370 pyuHbl Ocrunvata. Korga-to ato 6biia Hawa cronumua. Bpar cker ee, noTtom Bpara nobunw,
BOCCTAaHOBW/IM MOCTbI, @ NOTOM M3 MuHac Mopryna nosBuamce YepHole BcagHUKM...

— YepHble BcagHUKK? — nepecnpocu MuH, 1 rNasa ero 3anoaHWA NepexXnTbIi CTpax.
— lMoxoKe, Tbl O HMX 3HaelWb? — cnpocun beperoHa,

— [da. ToNbKO roBOPUTb HE XO4y Tak BAM3KO OT... — OH 3aMHy/CA, B3MAHYB Ha AaneKylo 3yb4yaTylo TeHb 3a
pekoit. EMy noKasanoch, YTo OHa pacTer.

— OT Mopgopa? — 3aKOHUMA 3a Hero beperoHa.— [a, 37O OH. Y Hac ToXe He NbAT NPOU3HOCUTL 3TO
Ha3BaHWe, HO ero TeHb AaBHO HaBMcAa Hag Hamu. OHa Bce pacTeT, pacTyT M Hawwu TpeBoru. Bot ckopo HoBas
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6uTBa, HaBepHOe, CaMasn }KeCTOKasA B 3TOMN BOMHE...

— lMNpoLwaoi HOUYbID HaM BCTPETUIUCH FOHLbI, — BCMOMHMUA MUH, — U A BUAEN CUTHANIbHble OrHWU. MHAaNbD
rOBOPWT, YTO BOIHA y¥e Hayanach.

—CoBeT elle He pewwnn, 4yTo Aenatb. bnaropoaHbii JeHeTop Npo3opAnB. [OBOPAT, YTO YyXe AABHO OH
KaXKAylo HOYb C BEpLKHbI benoi BawHun cunoto meiciv bopetcsa ¢ Bparom. OT 3TOrO OH M COCTapuACA paHblue
BPEMEHM.

BeperoHa, cKasan eue, 4yTo BO3/e YCTbA AHAYMHA MOABUAWUCL YepHble Kopcapbl M3 Ymbapa co cBoum
¢dnotom. Ecnm 31O Tak, TO NOAKPENAEHMAM U3 t0XKHbIX 0bnacTei FoHAOPa NPUAETCA CparkaTbCAa ¢ HUMW. BoicKa
Bpara HagBuraloTcs ¢ BOCTOKa, C ceBepa, u3-3a Jluxonecos, ¢ tora, U3 Xapaga, ABUKYTCA Xopogpumubl. FToHAop
OKPYKEH CO BCEX CTOPOH. A €C/IM OH MaAeT, TO KTO CMOKET YCTOATb?

MH Mmonua ornaaen BbiCOKUe, ropable cTeHbl FoHAOPa, 3HaMeHa Ha 6allHAX, B3rAHYA Ha CoMHLE B Hebe U
B34pOrHy/, nogymas 06 opfax OpKoB, 0 npeaartenbcree CapymaHa, 0 310BeLMX NTULAX, O Hasryaax. 3T Mbican
MOYTM NOracuAN B HEM HadeXAay Ha 6aaronpUATHbIN UCXo4 NpeacToAllei BUTBbI. B 3TOT MOMEHT COJHLLE 3aKpblna
YyepHaa TeHb, U Cc Hebec aoHeccA cnabblit, HO CBUPENbIN U FPO3HbIA BOMAb. MMWMH, MrHOBEHHO nobneaHes,
npusKasaca K cTeHe.

—YT0 3T0? — TPEBOXKHO cnpocua beperoHa,.

— 3710 — rmbenb, — fpoxKa, oteeYan MNuH. — 3To — TeHb cMepTU. 3To — YepHbiii BcagHuK B Bosayxe!
— a, — beperoHa coaporHynca. — lencteuTenbHO, TeHb CMepPTU. A BAPYT 3anefeHenN BeCh.

Ho ¢ BbICOTbI y»Ke CHOBa CBETUNO CO/HLLE, U NOCTENEHHO OHU YCMOKOUANUCD.

— PaHo otuyamBaTtbcs, — BCTpAXHYACA MMUH. — MHAaNbd BOH ToXKe MOrmb, HO BepHycA Ke. MoKeT, U Mbl
YCTOMM, XOTb Ha OAHOW Hore. BOT cMAeTb M XA4aTb, 3TO Xy»Ke BCero.

— [a, — cpasy cornacunca beperoHa. — MoeT 6bITb, ¢ Bo3BpaweHMem Papamupa Bce NOMAET NO-4pyromy.
Tbl ele He 3Haelb, KAKOB OH B 600! K ToMy }Ke OH OYeHb YMHbIN U pelwmnTesbHbli. XOTS, — 3aCOMHEBAJICA OH, —
yTo Ke caenaeT ®apamup? Y Hac HET CUA yaapuTb NepBbiMU. Mbl MOXKEM TOJIbKO OTBETUTL YA3apOM Ha ygap. Ho
Haw yaap byaet TaxenbiM! — OH BOMHCTBEHHO CTYKHY/1 MEYOM.

— A MOU pyKu fierye nerkoro, — nogyman MuH c oropyeHmnem.
B nongeHb yaapua KOIOKOA, CO3bIBas BCEX BOMHOB Ha obes,

— Moligem K Ham, — npurnacun MuHa Beperoxa. — Euie HeM3BECTHO, B KAKOM OTpsge Tbl byaellb. A MOXKeT, 1
BOBCE OCTaHelWbCcs Npy npasutene. Ho y Hac B oTpsAae Tebe 6yayT pagbl, a ApY3bs €Lie HAKOMY He MeLuasu.

— Cnacubo, — nobnarogapwn MuH.— Mo npaBae cKkasaTb, MHE NOKa OAMHOKO 34ecb. MoW nyywuii apyr
octanca B PuctaHmu. Hu noroBopwTb, HU NMOCMEATLCA HE C KeM. A MOMKET, A OCTaHyCb B TBOeM oTpsfe? — C
HaZeK 4ol cnpocun oH. — BosbMM MeHs K cebe, a?

— fl 'Ke He HavyaNbHUK, — paccmesnnca beperoHa, — NpocTon BOMH TpeTbero oTpasa LUntagenwn. MNpasga, n ato
Hemano. BonHos UnTtagenun B ropose yBarkatoT.

— 3HauUT, 3TO TOXKE He ANA MeHs, — B3ZOXHYA MuH. — 3aliiem cHadyana Ko mMHe, u ecam MHAanbo ewe He
BEepHy/ics, A noiay c Tobon.

OgaHako MHaanbd He Bo3BpalLasncs, U beperoHa nosen xobb6uTa B cBOM OTPAA. MMUHA NPUHAAN C BONbLLIMM
noyetom. Bce yKe 3HanM O ero aautenbHol becese c [leHeTopom. B oTpAfe y:Ke XO4WAU CAyXu O MpuHLE,
NpubbIBLIEM C AANIEKOTO ceBepa C NATUTLICAYHbIM BOMCKOM M NPEeANOKEeHNEM BOEHHOTO coto3a. M3BecTHO 6bis10,
YTO NpaBuTe/b A0NTO becegoBan C HUM HaeauHe. A HEKOTOpble TOBOPW/IM, YTO Ha NOAXOAE BOMCKA PUCTAHUIALEB,
W KaXKabl BCAAHWK BE3ET B ceA/ie NO OTBAXKHOMY U CBMPENOMY B 600 HEBbLICOK/MKY.

MWH, XOTA U C COXKaneHWem, ONPOBEPT 3TU POCCKa3HW. HO OT KHAMKECKOro TUTyna emy u36aBUTbCS He
yaanocb. «B camom gene,— paccyXganu mHorue,— apyry bopomupa v AMYHOMY TOCTIO MpasBuTens
NPUANYECTBYET TUTY/Nl HUKaK He MeHblue KHR3s». MuHa 6narogapwav 3a npuess, a ero pacckasbl O AasIbHUX
CTPaHax M yOUBUTENbHBIX NPUKIOYEHUAX CAYLLAIM TaK, YTO OH eABa He 3abbln coBeT MHAanbda nonpuaepxKaTb
A3bIK. [BHAANbY XopoLo 3Han xo66uToB.
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Yxoas Ha noct, beperoHa nocosetoBan MMHY HaMTU B HUKHeEM sipyce ero cbiHa, bepruns. — OH NoKaeT
Tebe ropoa. CxoguTe ¢ HUM K Bo/ibLUMM BOPOTaM, NMOKa OHM He 3aKPbIJINCb, — CKa3as OH.

MuH pasbickan bepruna n He noxanen 06 sTom. OHWM cpasy NOAPYKUAUCE U AOATO XOOUAW MO YAULAM
fopopa, 6ontana u cmeack. Y bonbwunx Bopot aBTroputeT MHaA B rnasax bepruna B3neten Ha OrPOMHYIO BbICOTY.
MWH Ha3Ban Napo/ib, CAbIWAHHLIM OT NPHAaNbdA, @ NOTOM Ha3Basaca cam. CTpark NOYTUTENIbHO NPUBETCTBOBA €rO,
W He TO/IbKO NPOMNYCTWU/1 €F0 CAMOr0, HO MO3BO/INA MPOMTM U TOBApULLY 3HAaTHOTO YyXKe3emua.

— BoT 3g0poBo! — Bocxutuaca bepruab. — ManbuMiKam BeAb He paspeluatoT 6osblie BbIXoAWUTb 3a BopoTa
6e3 cTapwux. Tenepb Mbl BCE YBUAUM.

Mepes BopoTamu cobpanacb Tosna. Kak ToNbKO X066UT ¢ Masbu4MKOM MPOTOJIKA/NIUCL B MepBble pagpbl,
NOCAbILWANCA 3BYK TPYH M KpuKu: — Gapnorr! Apyr dapnoHr!

K BopoTam npubauvKanca HebONbWON OTPAL, BOWMHOB B NAHUMPAX, C TAMKEAbIMM Tomopamu. Wx
npeaBoAnTE b, KOPEHACTbIN, LUMPOKOMNAEYMIA YENOBEK B KONbYYTe U WAEME C A/IMHHbIM TAMXKE/IbIM KOMbEM B pPyKe,
exan Bnepean, BEPXoM Ha MOXHaTom buTiore.

Cpeayv NpUBETCTBEHHbIX KPUKOB CAbIWANMCh FOpPbKMe ronoca: — Ux Tak mano! Becero gsect BomHos! A mbl
KOANN HEe MeHbLUe BYX TbICAY.

Mm oTBeYanu gpyrve: — Xopowo XOTb 3TM npuwan!

OTpsag PapnoHra, npesBoanTeNs o4HOMN U3 OXKHbIX NPOBUHLKI ToHAOpPa, Bowen B Fopos, a K BopoTam yxe
NoAXOANNAN HOBble BOMCKA. JIYYHWMKM, NATHUKKN, KOHHbIE, Nelne, BOMHbI C FOp, C MOPCKOro nobepexkba, ¢ 3anaga.
MocneaHum npolwen oTpas pbiuapen Mmpaxmna, npasmtena 06a1acTm, pacnofoKeHHOM B ycTbe AHAYMHA. OH Bbin
poanyem [eHetTopa. Ha ero 3HameHu Nabin ropaplit 6enviit Kopabnab ¢ HocoBol ¢uUrypoin, nsobpaxkatoLlen
nebenn. OKONO TPeX TbICAY NEXOTbI U KOHHWLLBI, BCE COO3HMKM FOHA0pPa, BOwWAM B FopoA.

TonoT, neHune, 6oeBble KAUYM, 3BYKM POroB MOCTEMEHHO 3aTUX/IWU. B HenmoABMMKHOM BO34yXe BUCena Kucen
nbian. ConHue CKNoHanock 3a benble Fopbl, M Ha fOpoA, NOXKUAUCHL BedepHUe TeHWU. Bansnnock Bpems 3aKpbITUSA
BOPOT.

MuH B3rNAHYA B HE6O. JlyuM 3axX0a4ALWEro CoNHLA C TPYA0M NPobMBaNMCh CKBO3b AbIMHbIM, NenesbHO-Cepbiit
BO3A4yX. Kpacku 3aKkaTa 6blin 6arpoBbl M yrptombl.

— Kakoe rHeBHoe Hebo! — npobopmoTan xo66u1T, 3ab6bIB O CBOEM CMYTHUKE.

—TouHo! Ecan s He npuay BoBpems, rHesa byaeT XxoTb 0Tb6aBAAl, — 0To3BancA beprunb. — Uaem, BopoTa ye
3aKpbIBaloT.

OHW nocnegHMMu BOLWAU B fopof, Koraa B OKHAX yrKe 3aXKMrasancb OrHu.

— [Jo cBuaaHua, — nonpouanca beprunb. — Yemauwb otua, nobnarogapy ero oT MeHa 3a HoBoro apyra. U
npuxoam 3aBTpa onATb.

OHu paccranuce B HuxkHem Fopogae, 1 MNMuH nocnewwnn B Uutagens. BoicTpo TemHeno. Uatn 6bii10 ganeko,
OH yCTan 1 nporonoganca, n BaobaBoK onosgan K yxKuHy. beperoHa obpagoBanca ero npuxody, noaenmnaca
CBOMM MalKoOM M CTan paccrnpalimeaTtbh O cbiHe, HO MWH Toponuaca gomol. Ha cepaue y Hero 6b110 HECMOKOMHO.
XoTenocb noBmAaatbca ¢ MHAaNbPOM, KOTOPbLIN BCE 3HAET, U PAAOM C KOTOPbIM HUYETO He CTPALLHO.

OHM BbILWAKW Ha yAuLY. B Hebe He Bbl10 HU 3Be3404YKN, U TOPOL, 3aTOMNMNA TEMEHD.

—Tbl Hallgewb gopory? — 3abecnokounca beperoHa. — Ham NpMKasaHo He 3aXkuraTb OrHA B AOMax M Ha
cteHax. [a, uyTb He 3abbin! YTpom Teba npusbiBaeT JeHeTop. MoxoxKe, B TPETMIH OTPAA Tbl He nonagewsb. Hy, aa
KaK-HWObYab yBuaumca. Mpowai, apyr. Lobpoit Houm!

B KomHaTe, Kyaa HakoHel, gobpanca luH, 6bl10 TEMHO, HO Ha CTo/ie ropen ManeHbKUin $GoHapuK.
MHAanbha onAaTb He 66110, M OT 3TOro TpeBora U rpycTb MHA TobKO BO3poCan. OH BbIrAHYA B OKHO — BCE PaBHO
YTO B YEPHWAbHWLY 3arnaHyA. Toraa emy NpuLWAO B roN0BY 3aKpbiTb cTaBHWU. CTaso HEMHOIO YHOTHEM, OH Ner U
npucaywmsancas — He uaet au MHAanbd, Aa Tak M ycHyA. A cpeau HOYM OH MPOCHY/ACA W yBUAEN Mmara,
MepAoLWero warammM KomHaty. Ha cTone, cpeay CBMTKOB MeprameHTa, ropenu ceeun. luHa pasbygumno
bopMOTaHMe, HO OH YC/blWaa TO/MbKO, Kak aHAanbd, TOCKAMBO B34OXHYB, CKasan: — Korga ke BepHeTca
dapamup?
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— Tbl npuwen! — paflocTHO BOCKANKHY X066UT, NOAHUMAACL. — ITO XOPOLLO, a TO A AyMan, He 3abbln Au Thl
nNpo meHA. TaKon AZIMHHbIN AeHb Bbl...

— Houb 6ygeT ewe anvMHHee, — OTBETUA Mar. — MHe Hy)KHO MoAymMaTb, TaK YTO CMuM MoKa. PaccBeTa ceroaHs
He byaeT. Hactynun Benmkunii Mpak!
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2. BbIbOP APATOPHA

Korga ctux TonoT KonbIT bennasopa, yHocawero MHaanbda u MuHa, Meppu BepHyaca K AparopHy. CymKy
CBOO OH noTepaAn ewe B MopT ManeHe, cobupatb bblio Heyero. Jleronac U MTMMAN OXUAANAN TONBKO CUrHana
TPOHYTbCA B NyTb.

— Hac ocTtanocb 4etBepo, — ckaszan AparopH. — Mbl byaem Bmecte, ¢ Hamu noezieT TeoaeH. Mocne KpbliaToro
y»Kaca OH peLlnn BepHYTbCA B Da0pac.

— Mbl TOXKe Tyga? — cnpocun fleronac.

— Ewe He 3Hato. MpaBuTenb 0TAaN BOWCKAM NpuUKas cobpaTtbea B dg0pace Ha YeTBEpPTYo HOYb Moc/ie 3TOM.
OTTypa pucCTaHMiLbl OBUHYTCS, CKopee Bcero, K MuHac Tuputy, — AparopH nomegans, — HO y MeHs Apyras
aopora.

— Al cToboMl, — TYT e cKasan Jleronac.
— W a Toxe, —oTo3Banca lmmnn.

— Mol nyTb ewe TemMeH AnA MeEHA, — 3a4yMynBO OTBETUN EpOA‘r'I)KHVIK. — Kaxertca, HaCTynaeTt 4acC, K
KOTOpOMY A TOTOBUJICA BCHO XKN3Hb. Ham Toxe HY>XHO NonacTtb B MwuHac TVIpVIT, HO KaKUM nyTem mbl npngem tyaa,
A eue He pewnn.

— A a? — nogan ronoc Meppu. — [Jo cux nop oT MeHA BblJI0 HEMHOTO TOJIKY, HO Al BCE-TAKMU He KaKana-HWUbyap
6espenylwKka. BcagHMKam He 40 MeHA, XOTA WX NpaBuTenb obeltan, YTo Mbl NOTOBOPUM C HUM O XO66UTaHUK
nocse Bo3BpalleHusa. Ho aTo elwe Korga byaet! A Toxe nongy ¢ Bamu. Mbl BMeCTe BbIWAW B AOPOry, BMeCTe U
nponaem ee.

OHM oTnpaBuANCb 3aTeMHO. TeodeH, C HUM ABaALUATb ABa BcagHuKa, Jleronac ¢ 'mman un AparopH ¢ Meppw.
Ye nepenpaBuBlWNCL Yepe3 M3eH, OHM ycabiwann 3a CNMHOW TOMOT. MX AOroHAN KOHHbIM oTpad. TeoaeH
NpPWKasan OCTaHOBUTbCA. APAaropH TOTYAC CRAPbLIFTHYA C KOHA U C MEYOM B PyKax BCTan y CTPEMEHW NpaBUTENA.
domep ¢ ABymA BcagHuKamum 6bICTPO BbiABUMHYAMUCH Brieped, a Meppu onsaTb OCTanca He y Aen, U elle ocTpee
NPe’KHero OLWyYTU/A CBOK HUKYEMHOCTb. [lepXa B NMoBOAY KOHA AparopHa, OH Aymasn, KaK ObiTb, €CAN Ha HUX
HanagyT. — byab uTo ByAET, — pewmna oH, 06HaXKMA Med 1 NonpaBMa NOsC.

Ho Ha HMx He Hananau. Korga uy»kol oTpag, npubamsunaca, Jomep BAACTHO OKJMKHYA €ro:
— KT0 BbI 1 YTO BaM yrogHo?
Brnepegs Bblexan npeasoauTenb oTpaaa.

— A — Xanvbapag, npeasogutens ¢ CeBepa, — 3By4HO CKasas OH.— Ham HykeH AparopH, cbiH ApaxopHa. f
3Halo, YTO OH AO/XKeEH 6bITb B PUCTaHUM.

— Xanbbapaa! — Bckpuyan AparopH 1, 6pocMBLINCL K NPeaBOAUTENIO, KpenKo obHAN ero. — Xanbbapag,! U3
BCEX HEOXKMAAHHOCTEW Tbl — CaMas NPUATHAA.

Meppu nepesen ayx. OTAaBaTb M3Hb, 3alMLWan TeogeHa, MOXHO 6b110 NoaoXaaTb. OH BAOKWUA MeY B
HOMHbI.

— Bce B nopagke, — AparopH nNoBepHY/ICA K CBOeMy oTpAaAy. — 3TO Mou AtoaM. Ho CKONbKO MX M MOYemMy OHU
NPULLAK, NyULLE PACCKaXKeT MO BepHbIit apyr Xanbbapaga,

— Co mHoM TprauaTth Yenosek. CTOIbKO, CKOJIbKO YAanock bbicTpo cobpatb, — oTBeTUA Xanbbapaa. — C Hamu
dnnagaH v Snpoup, CbiHOBbA INPOHAA. Mbl BbICTYNUAN, KaK TObKO Y3Ha/IU, YTO Tebe HyKHa MOMOLLb.

—Ho a He npocun nomouwun, — yamBunca AparopH, — XOTA B MbICNnAX N 4acCToO 06pau.|,anc;i K BaM, 4py3bAa, HO
BeCTell He mocblnan. OAHaKo Bbl 34eCb, U A OYeHb 3TOMY paga. Celtyac mbl cnewunm, HamM yrpoxaet onacHOCTb.
npaBMTe}'Ib, - 06pamncn OH K TEO,CI,EHY, — NO3BOJIb UM €XaTb C HAMM.

— Xopouwlo, — ckasan TeogeH, 1 6b110 BUAHO, YTO OH A0BOJIEH. — EC/mM BalumM 104N XOTb HEMHOTO MOXOXKW Ha
Bac, 61aropoAHblit AparopH, To TPUALATL TAKUX BUTA3EM — 3TO HE NPOCTO TPUALATb Yenosek. B nyTb!

Tenepb OHWM CKakaan BmecTe. AparopH paccrnpalwmsan BHOBb NPUBbLIBLUMX O HOBOCTAX. DP/IOMP CKasan: —
Oreu, Benen nepeaatb Tebe: «Cpok 6A130K. ECv npuaetca cnewmnTb, BCNOMHK o Myt Mpaka».
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— [a, — oTBeTUAN AparopH. fl HUKoraa He MeaanA, HO ceiyac M NpasAa Hago cnewunTb. A nonay aTMM NyTem.
Xanbbapag, yto 310 y Te6a? [nA Konbs BEAUKO...

— MNopgapokK Tebe oT Bnaaplumubl lopmnaHa, — oTBeTuA Xanbbapasd. — [Lonro v B TaillHe OT BCex Aeslana OHa ero,
W nepegaet co cnoamu: «CpoKuU mUcTeKatoT. Ternepb UAM HUKOrAa. BosbMu To, 4TO NpuHagnexkuT Tebe. [obpblii
nyTb, INbGUHNT I »

— [a, — onaTb ckaszan AparopH, — s 3Hato, YTo 370. MycTb byaeT y Tebs.
[Janblue oH CKaKan mMoJya, HeNPepbIBHO MMAAA Ha ceBep, rae B HOYUHOM Hebe ropenv KpynHble 38e34pl.
Ha pacceeTe oHM npmbbinn B 3amoK Xopac. lMocne oTabixa 6b110 pelwleHo cobpaTtb coBeT.

Okosio nonyaHa Meppu pasbyamnm Tmmamn ¢ fleronacom. OH He BbICNAnca M BAMO MPUHUMAN yyacTue B
obcyKaeHnn npowegweit 6MTBbl, a Korga MMMAM Havan BCMOMMHaTb newiepbl driapoHaa, Meppu coBcem
3amonyan. MnHa He 6b110, He ¢ Kem BbIN0 OTBECTU Aylly, U OH CHOBa NOYyBCTBOBaN cebsa 06y30i. YTobbl Kak-To
CMEHUTb HacTPOEeHME, OH NMOMHTEPECOBAACA, rae AparopH.

— OH HaBepxy, B bawHe, — oTBeTUA Jleronac. Bcio Houb He cnan, aymaeT, — o3aboyeHHo Ao6aBua oH. C HUM
ero poamy, Xanbbapa. Y1o-To 3a60TUT Hawero bpoasaskHMKa.

—YamsutenoHole OHU NOAM, ITU AyHadaHubl, — 3aMeTUN fmnan, — yl'p}OMbIe, CNnoBa MMWHEToO HEe CKaXXyT.
PVICTaHI/Il‘/JILI,bI PAOOM C HUMU KaXKYTCA 6ecneyHbIMM MabYULLKAMM.

— Ho rosopAT yutnBo, — cKasan JSleronac.— *anb TOAbKO — Mano.
— A noyemy OHUM Npuexanu, A TaK 1 He NOHAN, — NpuU3Hanca Meppu.

— W3 lopnaHa nm coobmnm, 4to AparopHy Hy*KHa NomolLb. TONIbKO BOT OTKyAa Tam y3Hanu? Pa3se yTto oT
MHaanbda... — nogyman scayx Flmmnu.

— Hert, — pewwmTtenbHo oTo3Bancs anbd. — 310 — MNanagpuanb. He 3abyabTe 0 ee 3epKane.

lnasa M'mmnu 3abnecrenu. — [a, KOHe4yHo, 3TO OHa. OHa unTaer B cepauax n Mmbicnax. OHa BMAMT KenaHua n
NOMBbIC/Ibl. A MoYemy He NPULLIN TBOU COOTEeYeCTBEHHUKMU, Neronac?

3}'Ib¢ 3a4YMUYMBO NOCMOTPeEN Ha cesep. Ha ero npekpacHOM auue 3acTblI0 NeYvasibHoe BbipaxkeHue. — Mim
HEeT HYXAbl UATU Ha BOVIHy. — OTBETUJ/Z1 OH, — OHa CaMa npuiiia K HUM.

MobpoanB HeKOTOPOe Bpems B AOJIMHE, CTPAHHO TUXOM Mociae HeAaBHWUX COOLITWUIA, APY3bA BEPHYNCL B
KpenocTb. TeogeH, y3HaB 06 UX NpUxoae, TyT »Ke npu3Baa Meppu, ycaann ero paLom 1 ckasan: — KoHeyHo, 3To He
ABopeLl, KoTopbiit s obelwan Bam. Ho oo da0paca Aaneko, U Mbl He CKOPO BepHeMCs TyAa. 3HauuT, C NMMpamu
npuaeTca NoAoXKaaTb. Ceiyac ecTb Bpems, BOT yroweHne, NOroBOPMM e, a MOTOM — B NyTb!

— W A ¢ Bamun? — BOCKAMKHYA 0bpagoBaHHbIM Meppu. OH bbln oyeHb 6aarogapeH NpPaBUTENO 33 NACKOBblE
cnoBa. — fl TO/IbKO MeLlato Bcem, — yapydYeHHo ao6asun oH, — HO byay cTapaTbCA CAeNaTb BCE, YTO MOTY.

— fl He comHeBaloCb B 3TOM, Ntob6e3HbIN MepragoK, — OTBETUA CTapblii NpasuTenb. — A Benen NPUroTosUTb
ANA Bac noaxodsaulyto nolwaaxky. OHa XOTb M HEBeNUKa POCTOM, HO He YCTYNUT MHOMMM KOHAM. B Dagopac mbl
nonaem no ropHbIM aoporam. B CesepHoit JloWMHe MeHA AeT DOBUH. A npeanaraio Bam CONPOBOMXKAATb MEHSA B
KayecTBe /IMYHOro opyeHocua. Bbl cornacHbI?

Meppw To/IbKO B3BOJIHOBAHHO KUBHYJI.
MpasuTenb, 06paLancb K Jomepy, cnpocun: — Hangetca an y Hac nogobatolee BoOopyKeHme?

— KoHeuHo, 60bLLINX CKNnagos 34eCb HET, — OTBEYaAN 30/\Aep, — HO JIETKUIA LWNEM MOKHO I'IO,EI,O6paTb. A BoT C
meyom n KO!'Ib‘-IYFOVI — BpAA N YTO NONYHUTCA.

—Mey y meHA ecTb,— CKasan Meppu, obHa)Kaa CBOW HYMEHOPCKMI KAMHOK. MOBUHYACH BHE3anHomy
nopbIBY, OH ONYCTW/ICA Ha KOJIEHO M B3BO/IHOBAHHO CKasan: — Benukuii TeogeH! Mpowy Tebs, npumu nog, cBou
3HameHa mey Mepunagoka us Xob6MTaHUM BMECTE C Ero KU3Hbio!

— MprHUMato OXOTHO, — OTBETW/I CTAPbIV NpaBUTeNb, KNaga PyKy Ha rosnosy xobbuta. — BctaHb, Mepuragok,
PUCTaHUMCKNI WmToHocel! MNycTb TBOEMY Medy ConyTCTBYET yaaya!

Meppu BCTan 1, CAEPKMBanA Cae3bl, NPOroBOpPUA: — Bbl 417 MEHsA CTasv OTLOM, NpasuTeb)!
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— anb TONbKO, HEHAJ0Iro, — FPYCTHO OTBEeTUN TeodeH.

Nx beceay npepsan domep. — MNopa exaTb, NpasuTesb. A NpMKaXKy NoaaTb CUrHaA K OTNpPaBAeHUto. TONbKO
rae e AparopH? Al He BuAen ero 3a CTO/I0M.

— [la, nopa exaTb, — NOAHMMAaACb, cKa3an TeoaeH.— Hanaute bnaropoaHoro AparopHa M HanomHuTe 06
OoTbesae, — COMPOBOMAAEMbIA CBUTOW, OH Bbllen Bmecte ¢ Meppu U3 Kpenoctu. MpaButens yxKe XKaan
MHOTOYNUC/EHHbIM OTpsA BcagHWKOB. B KpenocTn ocTaBasics TONbKO HebonblioW rapHM3oH. K mecty cbopa B
dpopace TeogeHa cONPOBOXKAANO0 OKOJIO NATUCOT BOMHOB.

Mooganb, He6ObLWON rPYNNoN, MONYANNBbIE, XOPOLIO BOOPYKEHHbIE, pacnosaraaucb ntoam Xanobapaga. B
oTAnuMe oT 6oratoro opyKus W ogexabl BcagHukos, CnegonbiTbl HbiAM 04Tl B MPOCTble TEMHO-CEpble
AOPOXKHbIE Naawm. TONbKO Ha MNJIeYe y KaxK4oro mepuana npsxKa B BUAE cepebpaHoin MHOroly4eBol 3se3apl.

TeofeH cen Ha KOHSA, B 3TO BPems M3 BOPOT BbilaAn domep, AparopH v Xanbbapag Cc APEBKOM B YEepPHOM
yexsie. 3a HMMM HepPasIMUYMMO MOXOXKME LWAN CbIHOBbA D/IPOHAA: BbICOKME, TEMHOBOJIOCHIE, Ceporniasble, B
61ecTAWmMX Koaibuyrax n cepebpucTtbix naawax. Cnegom waranu Sleronac v fmman.

Mepp#, cMAEBLINN Ha HU3KOPOC/ION NolLaAKe PAAOM C NPaBuUTeieM, He MOr OTBECTU YAUBAEHHOro B3rnsaaa
oT AparopHa. 3a oaHY HOYb BPOAAKHUK CNOBHO MOCTapen Ha MHOTO NeT U BbIrNaaeN MpadyHbiM U U3MYYEHHbIM.

— A cmylieH gyxom, 6nraropogHblii TeofeH, — NPOU3HEC OH, NMoAoKAA K npasutento PuctaHuu. CTpaHHble
C/NI0Ba A C/bIWAA M FPO3HblE ONACHOCTW BUAEN. MoM nnaHbl NpUxoauTca MeHsaTb. CKakuTe, Korga Bbl bygeT B
CeBepHoli JlownHe?

— Celiyac nongeHb, — OTBETMA 33 NpaBUTENa domep, — eC/IM Mbl BbICTYNMM 6e3 npomeaneHuns, To K Bevepy
TpeTbero aHA byaem B CeBepHoi fowmHe. C60p OTPSAOB HazHaAYeH Ha cnedylowmii AeHb. Ham Hy*KHO cobpaTtb
BCE CWJbl, BbICTPEE 3TOrO He caenaellb.

AparopH 3agymasncs. — Yepes Tpu AHA BOMCKA HAaYyHYT cOBUpaTbLCA... U BbiCTpee 3TOro He cAenathb... YTO K, —
OH TPAXHY/N FO/I0BOW, OYEBUAHO, NPUHAB KaKoe-TO pelleHue.— oBenutenb, — 06paTuaca oH K TeodeHy, — A
NnpoLy No3BO/INTbL MOEMY OTpsAAY BblibpaTb CBOW NyTb. Mbl He byaem 6osblue CKpblBaTbCA M MOKWAEM Ha BOCTOK
KpaTtyaliwen goporon — MNytem Mpaka.

Mpu 3TMx cnoBax TeodeH B34POrHyA. BuaHo 6bi10, YTO OHM Nopasuan u Jomepa, a Meppu Nokasanoch, YTo
BcagHuku, ctoaslume nobansocty, nobnegHenu.

—Hackonbko A 3Hal,— MeasieHHO nporoBopua TeodeH,— HUKOMY WX CMEPTHbIX He YyAaBanocb
BOCMO/1b30BaTbCA 3TOM «KpaTyanLwen» AOporom...

— AX, AparopH, — ropecTtHo B340XHy/N domep, — A Ayman, 4To B 600 Mbl Byaem BUTbCA Naeyom K naedy. Ho
ecnu Tbl Bbibpan MyTb MpakKa, 3HauuT, NpuLlen Yac NpoLLaHua. Easa M mbl BCTPETUMCA BHOBb NO4, COHLEM.

—He TonbKo BCTpeTMmca, 6naropogHbiii Jomep, — TBepAo oTBeTun CnemonsiT, — HO U bygem BmecTe B
6uTBE, NYCTb XOTb BCE CWUJIbl MOpA0pa BCTaHYT MexXAy Hamu. Bbibop caenaH 1 Bpems He XKaeT.

— Bbl BO/IbHbI B CBOMX MOCTYMKax, — NeyaNbHO npousHec TeogeH. — MoeT 6biTb, TaKOBa Bawa cyabba —
NpoXoguTb Tam, r4e He NPOMAET HUKTO. Passiyka oropyaeT meHs, a B npeacToswel 6uTBe Bbl M Balw AHAPUA
YMHOMWAN 6bl Hawm cunbl... Ho, BUAHO, He cyxaeHo. Tenepb A Tem bosee foKeH cnewnTs. MpowaliTe!

—Mpowalite, noBenntenb, — oTBeTMn AparopH.— [a npusegeT Baw nyTb K cnase! Mpowai, Meppu, Tbl
OCTaelbCA B HAAEXKHbIX pyKax, A He 6becnokotoch 3a Tebsa 6onbwe. M'mnam u fleronac MayT co MHOM, HO Mbl He
3abyaem o Tebe. He 3abbiBai 1 Tbl Hac. Mpowait!

Meppu enpa cymen BbIMONBUTb OTBeTHoe «[powal!». Emy 6bl10 HECTEPNMMO Kajlb PacCTaBaTbCA C
BpoasKHMKOM, HO cnoBa «[MyTb Mpaka» yrHeTanau ero, OH CHOBa MNOYYBCTBOBA/ Ceb6A MaNeHbKMM U OCTPO
noKanen, 4yTo pAAOM HeT Becesioro, HeyHbiBatowero MuHa. KoHn nog BcagHwKkamu HeTepnenvso nepebupanu
Horamu, U Meppu XxoTenocb, YTobbl MOXOA Hayanca, yTobbl He A/UTb TAMKECTW npoluaHusa. HakoHew, nocne
KOPOTKOro NpuKasa TeogeHa, Jomep B3MaxHy/ PYKOW U OTPsZL BCAZHMKOB NpULLEN B ABUKeHWNe. BcKope oHM yike
CKPbIINCb 33 MOBOPOTOM. AParopH C BEpLUMHbI HEBLICOKOTO XOJIMA A0ro rnagen um scned. CnycTUBLUMCH, OH
nogowen K Xanobapaay.

— fl npoBOAMA TPOUX OYeHb 6aM3KUX Apy3ei, Xanbbapad. M MeHbLIero u3 HUx A N6 HUYYTb He MeHbLe
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Apyrux. OH He AoraablBaeTca Aaxke, K Kako cyabbe ckadeT, Ho ecam 6bl y3HaA, TO He MOBEPHYA Bbl KOHA.

— HackonbKko s ycnen ysHatb xo66uTOB, — 0TO3BasicA Xanbbapad, — OHW OTBaXKHbl M C/IOBO «AOAT» UM
3HaKOMO. MHe He Xanb CU/, NOTPAYEHHbIX Ha OXPaHy rpaHnL, Xo66utaHuu.

— Mbl CPOAHUANCH C HUMM, — 3aAYMUYMBO NMPOroBopPMA AparopH, — HO BOT NPULWLIOCL paccTaTbea. Mopa 1 Ham.
CHauana obeg, a notom — B NyTb! Sleronac, F’MMAKN, HaAM HYXKHO NOrOBOPUTD.

OAaHakKo 3a cTonom AparopH AO0NTO0 Mo14an.

— YcnoKolica, — y4acTanBo ckasan Jleronac, — K Yemy nevyanutbca? YTo Takoe CTPACAOCH CO BPEMEHU HALIEro
npubbITUA?

— MHe npuwaockb BblAepKaTb BUTBY NOCTpaLUHee HeAaBHEN, — XMypPO OTBeTUA AparopH. — Bce 310 Bpems 1
nposen HaeguHe c [ManaHtupom OpTxaHKa, ApY3bA.

— Tbl CMOTpeN B 3TOT NPOKAATLIN KameHb? ! — yxkacHynca M’muman. — Ho Beab Aaxke MHaanbd onacanca storo!
M Tbl... Tbl CKa3an Yto-HNOYAb Bpary?

— Tbl 3abbiBaelwb, ¢ Kem roopuwsb! — rnasa AparopHa BCMbIXHYAW. — YTO, NO-TBOEMY, i OOJ/IKEH CKasaTb
Emy? YTO 0XOTHO 0BMeHAN Bbl O4HOMO AEP3KOro rHomMa Ha CMUPHOTO OpPKa? — INLO €ro CTasio MArYye, U Ha Hem
ele oTyeT/IMBee NPOCTYNUAU cneapl yctanoctu. — HeT, gobpblii TMman, s HMYero He ckasan Bpary. KameHb moii
no npasy, U A MOry NoJsib3oBaTbca MM. Ho eciv npaBo moe 6eccnopHo, To BOT CUA efBa XBaTW/O, — MO /ULy
CnegonbiTa npowna cyaopora. — bopbba Hbina CTpaWHOM, HO A He TONbKO He CKasan eMy HUYEero, HO W BbipBas
ManaHTUp M3-noa ero Baactu. 1o yaap ANA HEro, U CU/bHbIN yaap. Bpar BUAeN MeHs; He TaK KaK Bbl, NO-4pyromy,
Ho Bnaen. ComHeBatocb, YTobbl 3TO eMy YeM-HUBYAb NOMOTI0. [10 CUX NOP OH He 3Has O MOEM CyLLLECTBOBAHUU, U
3TO — BTOpPOM yaap. 6o oH He 3abbin HUM Ucunaypa, HU ero Hapcua, U BOT Tenepb, B TPYAHbIA AN HEro 4ac, oH
y3pen notomKka Ucmunaypa, ysuaen AHAPUA U y3HaN 3TOT med. Kak HM Be/IMKO ero MoryLecTeo, HO U eMy BeAoM
CTpax, U ero Be4HO CHeAatoT TPEBOrM.

— Ho oH o4eHb cuneH, — ckazan M’Mman, — v Tenepb He 3aMe/IUT C YA3aPOM.

— KTo cnewmT, TOT pUCKyeT NpoMaxHyTbCA, — oTBETUA AparopH. — Mbl He Byaem KAaTb, NOKa OH yAApUT, U
Mbl He camble cnabble B Cpeausembe, — CnefonbIiT MOMONYAN M yKe b6osee CNOKOWHO cKasan: — MoayvHuB
KameHb OpTxaHKa cBoeW BoAe, A y3HaA Hemano. Al Bugen, uto FOHAOPY YrpoXKaeT ¢ ora HoBas onacHoCTb. Eciu He
npegoTBpPaTUTL ee, FOHAO0P HE BbICTOUT U AECATb SHEN.

— 3HauuT, OH Naget, — ckopbHo npounsHec M’Mman. — Koro nocnaTb Ha NOMOLLb, U Kak OHa ycneet?

— MNocnatb HEKOro, 3TO BEPHO. 3HaUUT, NPUAETCA UATU CamoMy. A YTO [0 BpemMeHMU, TO K nobepexbio BeaeT
KOPOTKUI NyTb, M BOCMO/1b30BaTbCA MM He No3aHo. 1o — lMyTb Mpaka.

— Myt MpakKa... — NoBTOpPWUA, B3A4POrHYB, MMMAWU.— Al y)Ke CAblWwaa cerogHs 3TW CNOBa U BUAEN, YTO
BcagHvkam oHM He no aywe. A TeoZeH cyWTaeT, YTO MPOCTOMY CMEPTHOMY OH He Mo cunam. — MpocTtomy
CMepTHOMY — A3, — TBEPAO CKasan AparopH. — 3To 3/10BeLmit NyTb. Ha HEM MOXKHO BCTPETUTL CUJIbI, BPaXKaebHble
pasymy M Bcemy MMUpPY XMBbiXx. Ho ceiyac ana Bcero Cpegmsembs HacTaeT TAKOW pelnTeNbHbId MWUT, Koraa
HacnegHUK Mcungypa, ecnm ocMennTca, MOMKeT BOCMO/Ib30BaTbCA 3TMM nyTem. CayliaiTe, YTo nepepaer mHe
dnpoHA yepes cbiHoBeW: «MycTb AparopH NOMHWUT O CNoBax npopuuatens u Myt MepTabIX.»

— A Tbl 3HaeWb, YTO 3TO 3a C/I0BA? — cnpocun Jleronac.
— [da. Manbbept Mpopuruatens Bo AHM ApBeHAyW, nocneaHero koponas PopHocTa, ckasan:

TeHb Nokpsisaem genuxkue 3emau
Kpblnsamu mpaka om Kpas 00 Kpas.
Toma y moaun... CoOpozaemcs 3aGMOK...
bauszumcsa spems NoGHAMbLCA YMePUIUM:
KnameonpecmynHukos yac Hacmynaem.
Spexa KameHb onAme cobepem ux
Bmecme o 38yKy 36eHAW,€20 poaa.

Kmo obaadamens ceauw,eHHo20 poaa?
Kmo cozosem ux y YepHozo KamHsA?
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Tom, ubemy rpedKy CAyHUAU HegepHo

Jltodu, 3a6bimble 8 CymepKax cepbix.

Tom, kmo omKpoem 3abbimoble 08epu,

Tom, kmo npocaedyem Tponamu Mepmeasix...

Ceiiyac ele TeEMEH CMbIC/A 3TUX C/I0B, HO CKOPO OH MPOSACHUTCA, — NPOA0/XKan AparopH, — U ACHOCTb NPUAET
Ha NyTW, KOTOpbIl A BblIGUpalto, BbiIbMpato 6e3 BCAKON PafoCTyH, a TONIbKO NOTOMY, YTO TaK AO/KHO. TAXKKNA TpyA U
BEJ/IMKUI CTPaX, @ MOKET BbITb, U YTO-HMBYAb NOXYXKE CY/NUT 3TOT NyTb, MO3TOMY i HE MPOLLY Bac UATU CO MHOM...

— Al noitay c Toboi aaxe no Tponam MepTBbix! — NbIIKO BOCKAWMKHYA [maun.
— A ToXKe, — cNOKOWMHO noaaep:kan ero Jleronac. Al He 60OCb MEPTBBIX.
MM yxke onagen coboit. K Hemy BepHynacb 0bbl4Han yrpromoBaTan MPOHUYHOCTD.

— Hapetocb, 3abbiTble Ntoan He 3abbian, KaKk cpaXkaTbCs, — MPoOBOpYan OH. — MHaue A He BUIKY, Yero pagu mx
becnokoutb?

— 06 3ToM Mbl y3Haem, eciuM npuaem K dpexy,— ckasan CnegonbiT. — Korga-to atm Aoy NOKAAAUCH
Cpa)kaTtbeca nNpoTmMe CaypoHa, U UM NPUAETCS caepyKaTb obellaHne. Ha BeplwmHe 3pexa cTouT YepHblit KameHb.
Ncunayp npuHec ero M3 HymeHopa. Ha aTom KamHe KOpo/b ropLeB NOKAAACA B NPEAAHHOCTM MOeMy NPeaKy.
Koraa BepHynca CaypoH, M ero molb Hayana pactv, Ucunayp HanoMHUA ropuam o gaHHom obelwaHnn. Ho Tbma
yKe Aenana cBoe Aefio, U ropubl 0TKasaucb BbICTYNUTbL NpoTMB Bpara. Toraa u ckasan Mcungyp Koponio ropues
C/I0Ba, KOTOpblE MOMHAT Y Hac Ha ceBepe: «Tbl byaewb NOCAeAHMM KOpoJieM 3Toro HapoZa. [a He byaeT nokos
HU y TebA, HM y TBOEro Hapoda, MOoKa He WCMOoJIHeHa KnaTea. BoliHa 6yaer 4onroi, M opHaxAabl Bac CHOBA
npu3oBYyT cloga». HeB Ucunaypa He NO3BOAUA ropLam MPUHATL CTOpoHy CaypoHa, HO U CTpax nepeg, Bparom bbia
cuneH. Torga OHWM yLWAWM B TOPHbIE HEAPA, U HUKTO U3 KUBbIX Bonblue He BUAen ux. Ho npoknstne Ucunaypa
TATOTENI0 Haj, HAMM, U C TeX Nop y*Kac beccoHHbix MepTBeLOB NIEXKUT Ha X0/IMax Ipexa, Tam, rae obuTano paHbLie
370 ropgoe naema. O6 3TomM NyTM U HanomuHaeT MHe Bnagblka Pasgona, M aTUm nyTem A Noiay, Aarke ecau
OCTaHyCb OAVH.

Neronac n 'mmnun monyda Bctanu. Y BOPOT KPENOCTU UX Kaan oTpad Xanbbapaga. AparopH BCKOYMA B ceano.
Xanbbapan ornsHyncs, nogHsn 60/bWON pPor U rpoMKo npoTpybun. Bckope oTpag ucyes B obsake Nblau,
NOAHATOM KOMbITAaMW KOHEN.

K nonygHio cnegytowero AHA oHW 6bian yxke B CeBepHoM JlowmHe. J0BUH C pPagoCcTblo MPUBETCTBOBANA
CnefonbiTOB U CbIHOBEW D/IPOHAA, HO NPUbLITUE AparopHa Bbi3Baslo y Hee COBCEM 0CObble YyBCTBaA. 33 YKMHOM
OH noseaan o cobbITUAX, MOC/eA0BABLINX 32 OTbe340M TeoheHa, a ero pacckas o cpaxeHuun nog Ckanbbyprom
3acTaBW/ ee rnasa 3abnecreTb.

3a yXXMHOM D0BWH CKasana:

— Bbl ycTanu, Ho ceroaHs A He XAana Bac, BaM NPUAETCA OTAbIXaTb B HACMeX YCTPOEHHbIX NOKOAX, HO 3aBTpa
Mbl YCTPOUM BaM HACTOALLMIA NPUEM.

— Het, mmnnana JoBuH, — oTBeTUA AparopH. — 3aBTpa Ha paccBeTe Hac y)Ke He byaeT 3aeck. Houner n nerkui
3aBTPaK Ha ZOPOry — BOT BCE, YTO HaM HY»KHO. Mbl cnewwmm.

30BWH € TPYAOM ynblbHyNack. — Cnacnbo, YTo Tbl NpMexan usganeka nopassaedb MeHA HOBOCTAMMU.
— Y106bI passneyb Tebs, Nt0b0I Npuexan Hol XOTb C Kpad cBeTa. Ho meHA npuBena cloga mosa aAopora.
— N3 CeBepHOM JIOWMHbBI HET A4OPOTr HXU HA BOCTOK, HU Ha tor.

— [lopora ecTb, — ycTano ynblbHynca AparopH, — mosa gopora. MeHs »aet MyTb MepTBbIX.

J0BUH B34POrHyna, no6nep,Hena M OONro mondya CMOTpeENa Ha AparopHa. HakoHeL, oHa cKaszana: — Ho
noyemy Tbl HENPEMEHHO OO0/1IXKEH UCKATb CMepTl/I? Hpome HEee Ha 3TOM NyTU HUYEro Her. «MpaK He BbINyCTUT
HUKOTO U3 XNBbIX», A C/ibllazia 3TO MHOIO pas.

— MoxeTt 6bITb, MEHA BCE-TaKN NMPONyCTuT. A [oMKeH nonbITaTbeA. ﬂ,perIX HYTEP’I ANnAa MeHA HEeT.

30BMH NPOCKAA Ero NOBPEMEHMUTb C OTHE3A0M XOTA 6bl 0 NPMbBLITUA doMepa.
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— Al He oaMH, — ckazan CneZonbIT, — CO MHOM MOW ApPY3bs. XOTA OHM, €C/IM NMOXKENAT, MOTYT 0CTaTbCA 34eChb
n natn B PuctaHuio ¢ TeogeHom. Ho y MeHs TONbKO 04HAa AOpOra, W Aaxe ec/iu npugetca natm ogHomy, A Bce
paBHO nonay.

Beuepom J0BWH cHOBa Noaowna K AparopHy. B rnasax ee ChegonbIT c yaueaeHMem yBuaen cnesbl.
— AparopH, Hy 3auem Tebe MNyTb MepTBbIX?

—[eno B ToOm, D0BWH, YTO Ha 3TOM MyTM A CMOTYy NPUHECTM GoJblie BCero noJsib3bl B Hawel 6opbbe ¢
Bparom. fl Beap He no ceoei Bose BbibMpat nyTn. Ecam 6bl A cnegosan 308y cepaua, To 6poamn 6bl ceityac B
NpeKpacHbIX 4oAnHaxX JlIopuaHa.

[JesylwKa 3agymanacb Haf 3TUM OTBETOM, MOTOM, MOJIOMKMB PYKY €My Ha Naeyo, ckasana: — Tbl OTBaXKeH U
pewunTeneH. K Takum npuxoaut cnasa. M03B0/b MHE CONPOBOXKAATb Bac. fl He xouy 6oAblue NPATaTbCA Cpeau
XO/IMOB, MEHS BAEKYT CPaXKEHMNA M ONACHOCTM.

AparopHy NpuWAOCb HaNOMHUTb, YTO TeodeH Nopy4nn ein cyabby Ntogein, N oHa OTBeYaeT 33 HUX. JOBUH
HEeOoXMAaHHO pacniakanach.

—f c petcTBa €3XKYy BEPXOM U B1a4EH0 OPYXKHMNEM HE XYXKe noboro ApPyroro, — CKBO3b C/s1€3bl roBOpwu/ia OHa, —
1 BOT AOJ1)XHA CUAOETb Yy O4ara, XoTAa He 60tocb HU PaH, HKU CMepPTU.

AparopH BHMUMATE/IbHO NOCMOTpPE/T Ha HEE N OCTOPOXKHO CNpoCcun: — Ho uTto ke Torga CTpawnT Teba?

— Knetka! — nopbIBUCTO OTBETUIA OHA.— He Xo4y CUAETb B KAETKE BCHO XWU3Hb, NOKa CTapOCTb HE OTHUMET Y
MeHA Hadexay coBeplunTb noasur!

— Tbl pBewWbCA K No4BMram, a MeHa OTroBapuBaellb OT HUX, — C LWYTAMBbLIM YPEKOM 3aMeTUN CneponbiT.

— A He oTroBapuBalo, — TOPbKO OTBETMNA JOBMH, He 06paLLas BHMUMAHUA HA ero WYT/AMBbIN TOH, — A XOuy,
4yTOoObI TBOW MeY NpuHec nobeay M cnaBy, HO He ToNbKo Tebe. obnecTb HyXKHa, HO...

— A ToXKe TaK gymato, — npepsan ee AparopH. — OcTaBalics 3aecb. Tebe Heuero genatb Ha tore.

—Kak 1 TBOMM CMyTHWMKaM, — TyT e nogxsatvna JoBWMH.— OHWM MAYT TONAbKO MOTOMY, YTO He XOTAT
paccTaBaTbcA ¢ TO60I, NOTOMY UTO TOXKe N6AT TebA! — ¢ 3STMMM cloBaMM OHa NOBEPHYNACh U UCYe3N1a B TEMHOTE.
BpoAaAKHUK A0ATO M FPYCTHO CMOTpPEN el Bcaea,

Ha paccserte, ellle A0 BOCXoAa CONHLA, oTpAA AparopHa 6bin rotos BbiCTyNMTb. Cam CnedonbiT yske BAen
HOry B CTPeMs, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT K HUM noaouina JoBuH. Ha Hel 6bina oaexaa BcagHuKa, Ha nosce — meu, B
pyKax — KyboK. Mo obbluato, OHa OTNMAA FNOTOK, Xenaa UM yaaun B NyTH, U nepegana Kybok AparopHy. OH Toxe
OTMWA 1 NOXKeNan cyacTbaA el U ee Hapoay.

Nleronac n f'mmnun, 3Haswme J08UH I'Op,D,OVI, XOJ'IOAHOVI HaMeCTHVILI,el\;I npasuTend, ¢ ygnBneHnem ysumuaenu
c/nie3bl Ha €€ NpeKpacHOM nunue. OHa CMOTpPEIa TO/ZIbKO Ha EpO,CI,Fl)KHVIKa.

— Tbl He BbINO/IHULLbL MO NPOCLBY? He Bo3bMellb MeHA ¢ coboii?

— Hert, — nokayan ronoson CneaonsIT. — 6e3 cornacua npasutens n tesoero 6paTta — HeT. OHU NPUAYT TONbKO
3aBTpa, @ MHe A0pOor KaxAabii yac. Mpowai, 30BuH!

Torpa HeOXKMAAHHO OHa ynana Ha KoneHu. — Mpowy Tebn!
— Hert, — ewwe pa3 oTBETUN OH, 6ePEKHO NOAHMMARA ee U LLeNya PyKy.

MoTom BCKOUMA B CeAio U He ornaapisanca 6onblie. 6AM3KO 3HaBLIME €ro BMAENN, KaK TAXENO Yy Hero Ha
cepaue.

OTpAag, cKpbinca. JOBMH AOAMO0 CTOANA HEMOABUMKHO, FNAA4A emy Bcaed, a MOTOM, HeTBepAo cTynas,
BEPHyNacb B CBOM WaTtep. B narepe HUKTO He BMAEN 3TOrO NPOLLAHWA BCE elle CMajau, a Koraa npoCHY/IUCh U
y3Hanu, 4yTo NpuLenbubl yexanu, ¢ obneryeHMem roBopuau Apyr Apyry: — Bot n xopowo. Hu 31bdpoB, HU Mx
poanyelt Ham He Hago. M 6e3 Toro BpemeHa CMyTHbIE.

OTpAg, cKakan B cepbiXx CyMepKax, NOTOMY 4YTO COJIHLE CKpbIiBasoCb 3a rpebHamu Ob6butaemoli [opbl,
B34bIMaBLIeicA Bnepeau. MNepBble BOMHbI CTPaxa 3ax/JECTHY/IM UX Y¥Ke B TeHW APEBHMX CKajl, Ha nogxoae K
OnmxonbTy. Tam, rae ycTynbl MOPOCAU KYTKUMU AEPEBLAMM C TYCTOM YEpPHOW XBOeH, nepes HUMW OTKpbINachb
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paccennHa; BXo4, B Hee 3anMpan Moryumii OAMHOKUIA yTec, B3AbIMaBLUMIACA CIOBHO NepcT cyabbbl.

— KpoBb CTbIHET B XMAax, — npobopmoTtan M’Mmnun. B NoAHOM TULLIMHE ro10C ero No3By4Yan MepTBO, KaK LLOPOX
XBOM, MOKPbIBaBLUIEN 34ecb BCO 3emto. KoHM ynupannch 1 xpanenu. Mpuwnocb cnewmTbeca n BeCTM UX B NOBOAY
MWMO MpayHoro yteca. MWHOBaB ero, OHWM OKa3aJNCb B Y3KOW O0/IMHE, NPOTUBOMONOMKHbIN KOHel, KOTOpPoW
neperopaxueana OTBECHasA CKanuctaa cteHa. locpeam Hee, CNOBHO pasBepcTas NacTb HouW, 3usAna TemHas
Oeepb. LLUMPOKYIO apKy BEHYaNM CMYTHO BUAMMbIE, FNYBOKO BbICEYEHHbIE B CKasne 3HaKW. OT HMX Ha NYyTHUKOB
BOJ/IHAMM MCXOAMA y¥Kac. OTpAL OCTAHOBMU/ICA M C Y)KAacOM B3Wpan Ha CTpalwHyto nperpagy. OauH TOAbKO 31bd
6bIn cNoKoeH. MpPU3pPaYHbIN MUP NOACKUX CTPAXOB He Myran ero.

— 370 ABepb 313, — NpomoaBua Xanbbapaga. — f uyto 3a Hel cBO cmepTb. U Bce-Takn A Bolay. Ho nowaau
He NonAayT, A B 3TOM YBEpPEH.

— Mbl BOgEem Bce, M folaam NoMayT C Hamu, — TBepAo npounsHec AparopH. — Ecav mbl npeogoneem TbMy 3a
3TMMM BOPOTaMM, HAM eLLe CKaKaTb M CKakaTb. Kaxaplit noTepAHHbIN Yac npubanxKaeTt nobeay Bpara. 3a mHol!

OH ABUHYACA Bnepea, U Takosa bblla B 3TOT Yac CUia ero Ayxa, YTo U AyHadaHLbl U UX KOHW nocieaosani
3a HMM. ToNbKO 3poa, KOHb M3 PucTaHuM, OTKasasnca MATM M CTOAA, APOXKa OT HEBbIHOCMMOTO yxaca. Toraa
Jleronac 3aKpbli emy rnasa pykamum U Cnen Ha yxo HECKOJIbKO C/10B, MATKO U MeIoAMYHO MPO3BYYaBLINX B
MpaYyHoM TUMHe. KOoHb nepectan ApoxaTb U MeaNeHHO nollesn snepea.

MNo3agu octanca TonbKo M'mmnn. Konenu rHoma menko TPACAUCL, N HOTU HE WAN.

— HecnbixaHHO! — BOCK/IMKHY OH B THeBe Ha cebs. — Korga ato 6b110, 4Tobbl 31bd Wen B noasemesnbe, a
rHom He ocmenuBancsa! — C aTumu cnoBamu OH Bpocuaca Brnepes, Kak B omyT. C NepBbIM e Larom Ha M'mmau,
CblHa [NoMHa, becTpeneTHO HBpoAMBLIEro BO MHOMMX raybuHax mupa, obpylinaacb, C/I0BHO 06Ba, KPOMELLIHAs
neliepHan mraa.

AparopH ¢ 3a)KKeHHbIM daKenom Laran srnepeam; NociegHnm, Toxe ¢ Gpakenom B pyke, wWen dnnanaH.
lMMAM OTCTan U Tenepb CTapasncsa HarHaTb oTpaa. OH Buaen nepes cob6oli TONbKO TYCKAbIN CBET GpaKenoBs, a Koraa
NYTHUKKN OCTaHaB/MBAINCL, CO BCEX CTOPOH eMy C/bllwancA 6ecnpepblBHbIN WENOT, Kak byATo HesAelwHMe ronoca
HalLEeNTbIBANM C/10BA, 3BYKM KOTOPbIX HE MOXOAUAN HN HA OANH U3BECTHbIN THOMY A3bIK.

HWKTO He cnewwnn HanagaTb HA HUX, HUYTO He nperpaxaano nyrtb, 0gHaKo CTpax rHomMa BCe BO3pacTa. OH
OTHYET/INBO NOHUMan: O6paTHOI'O nyTn HEeT. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ1, KaK No3aaun, Ha 4opore, BOSHUKAKT HE3PpUMbIe TOJ1Mbl,
cnegyouime 3a HUMKM BO Tbme.

THOM He 3Han, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHM MPOoLOo, NpexKae Yyem ofHoobpasme mx nyTu b6bino HapylweHo. LLnpoKan
Jopora BApyr eue 6o/iblie paclmpuaach, CTeHbl OTCTYMMAM, 3aTO yXKac TaK TAXKKO cAaBua MMMAM, YTO OH C
TPYyAOM MepecTaBnsn Horu. B 3To Bpema B cBeTe ¢akena AparopHa cnesa UTO-TO TyCKAo 6aecHyno. AparopH
OCTaHOBM/ICA, @ MOTOM PELUMTENbHO CBEPHYA C AOPOTW.

— W KaK 370 OH He Bboutca? — npobopmoTan rHom. — byab 310 ntoban apyras newepa, 'TMmam nepsbim Obl
NOCMOTPE/, YTO 3TO TaM 3a WTYKa C TakMm 30/10TbiMm 61eckom? Ho Tonbko He 3aeck! MycTb cebe nexut, rae
NeXuT, YTo bbl OHO Tam He bbino!

Tem He mMeHee OH MOZOLEN W YyBUAE/, YTO AparopH CTOWT Ha KoJieHsAX, a PAAOM dAnajaH AepKWT ABa
daKkena. Nepes, HAM Ha KaMHAX JieXKanM OCTaHKM MOryyero yesoBeKa. Ero Konbuyyra u gocnexu 6bi1v B NoJHOM
COXPaHHOCTU: BO3AyX nozsemesnbs bl CcyX, a MeTann BOOPY:KeHuA 6bln Bbi3osoveH. Konbyyra BovHa 6biia
NoAnoscaHa 30/10TbIM, OTAENAHHbIM TPaHaTamu NoACoM, HBoraTbili WAem NOKPbLIBAA FON0BY GUrypbl, NerKallen
NIMUOM BHM3. TMMAM OrNAgenca v yBuaen, YTo BOMH YMan BO3/Ee CTeHbl Nelepbl; NpaMo nepeg HUM bbina
3anepTan KaMeHHas fBepb. TyT e NeXKan CNOMaHHbIM med. KNMHOK 6bln Becb B 3a3ybpuHax, CIOBHO UM B
OTYanAHUK PybuaM cKany.

AparopH AO0Ar0 CMOTPEN Ha OCTaHKM, CAOBHO CUAMACA MO HUM MPOYEcTb Apamy, PasbirpaBLIYOCA 34ecb
Korga-to. [oTom oH BcTan. Te, KTO CTOAN PAAOM, YCAbIWann, Kak OH HEMOHATHO MOABMA Npo cebsa: — Hukoraa ao
KOHLA BpPeMeHW He npuayT cioga usetbl CumbenmaiiHa. [eBAaTb U CEMb KYypraHoB MOKPbIIUCH HbIHE 3eneHOoM
TPaBOI, a OH BCe 3TW A0ArMe roAbl NEXUT y 3anepToi asepu. Kyaa seget oHa? K yemy oH cTpemunca? HUKTo
HUKOTAa He y3HaeT. — bpoAAKHUK TPAXHYA FrO/I0BOM, MOBEPHY/ICA K LWeNYyLLein No3agn TUWLKHE U KPUKHYA: — Al He
3aTemM npuwen cioga! XpaHuTe M Aanblie BallM COKPOBMLLA, yrnpATaHHble B HeHaBucTHble Toabl! MHe HyKHa
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TO/IbKO bbicTpoTa. OcBob60OAMTE Ham NyTb U cneaynTe 3a MHoM! Al co3biBato Bac K KamHio dpexal

TuwwWHa, oTBETMBLLAA eMy, Oblna elle y)KacHee MnpexkHero wenota. MoTom HaneTen MNoOpbIB XO/N04HOIO
BETPAa; OH 3acTaBu/ 6UTbCA M TpeneTaTb nnama ¢dakenoB. [danbHenwnii nytb MTMMAKM NOYTU He 3anOMHWA.
Mpoxoanau Yacbl UM OHU — OH He 3HaA. TOMIbKO Y»Kac CKMMa ero cepaue Bce cubHee U cuibHee. B oguH u3
MOMEHTOB OH CMOTKHYJICA U Aa/iblle NO/3 Ha YeTBePeHbKaX, KaK 3Bepb, OLLYLLAsA, YTO B HEM MEHbLUE U MeHbLUe
ocTaeTca oT M'mmnu, coiHa [1oMHa, 1 NpobyKAaeTca YTO-TO ApemMydee, C YeM YKe HEeBO3MOXKHO coBnaaaTb. OH
YyBCTBOBA, YTO €LLLe HEMHOTO, U OH BpOoCUTCA Ha3ag, BO TbMy, B CTPaX, MAYLLMIA MO NATaM...

N Bapyr Bnepegu 3abpeskun cBeT. HKypyaHbe pyybs BCTPETUIO MYTHWMKOB, MMHOBABLUMX €Llie OAHMW,
LUMPOKMe BOpOTa. BOKpYr BbICOKO B HEGO BOH3a/IMCb OCTPOBEPXME M3/IOMAHHbIE YTECHI, @ MPAMO Nepes HAMM No
YCTynam CrycKanacb XOpoLlo pasivuymMmas gopora. OHM HaxoguaucCb B ywenbe, TaKOM FIy6OKOM U Y3KOM, YTO
HEeCMOTpSA Ha AHEBHOE Bpems B TEMHO-PMONETOBOM Hebe CBETUANCHL MasleHbKME KO/touMe 3Be3apbl.

34ecb oTpA4, CHOBa cen Ha KoHel. muman co cnesamm obnerdeHua 3aHan mecto nosaam Jleronaca. OHU
CKaKanu A0 Camoro Beuyepa, HO Ja)Ke KorAa Ha 3eMJI0 CMYCTUAUCb CUHUE CYMEPKM, CTPax BCe ellle He OTmnycKan
nX.

Jleronac obepHynca Ha CKaKy, BCMaTPUBAaACb BO YTO-TO NO3aaM.

- MepTBble cneayroT 3a Hamy, — CNOKOWMHO npomonsun OH. — A BUXY CUNY3Tbl BCAAHUKOB, 6ﬂe,CI,HbIe cTAaru,
KaK K/104bA TyMaHa, 1 1eC Npo3payvyHbIX KOMUW. MepTBbIe ceagyroT 3a HaMu.

- [a, MepTBble CKa4vyT no3agun, — noarsepaunn dnnapaH. — OHM BHAAMU npusbisy.

Bapyr yuwenbe pasomM KOHUYMAOCb, MNepes HWUMW pPackMHynacb [AOAMHA. Pyyeid, gonroe Bpems
COMPOBOXAABLWMI UX, cberan BHU3, X0N04HO 3BEHA MEXKAY KaMHeN.

— Y70 3710 32 3emaun? — cnpocun fumnn, u AnnagaH oreetun: — MNepeg Hamn MopToHa, 6onbluas xonoaHas
peka, snagatowas 8 Mope Henoganeky ot [lon AmpoTa. /ltoay 30ByT ee YepHbiit KopeHb.

CTyneHyaTble CKNOHbI A0NMHbI MOpTOHAA MyCTO 3apOC/v TPaBOW, HO B 3TOT MOC/e3aKaTHbIN Yac BCce BOKPYr
Kasanocb cepbiM. [Janeko BHM3Y CBETUAUCbL OFHM B gomax nwogei. [onvHa 6blia NAoAOPOAHOW U
rycToHace/IeHHOM.

AparopH Np1BCTaa Ha CTPEMEHAX, U FOJI0C €ro PackaTU/CA HaZ 4O/IMHOM.
— Opysbal 3abyabTe ycTanoctb! Bnepes! Ham Hy»KHO nonacTb K KamHio dpexa 40 HOouM, a NyTb eLie A40/0r.

OTpAg npomyanca no FOpPHbIM Jiyram, MPOCKaKaa 4vepe3 MOCT Hag CTpeMHWHon MopToHAa M Hadvan
cnyckaTbca B AoAMHY. Mo mepe ux NpubanXKeHUa NaHUKA OXBaTbiBana ceneHune. [Bepu SOMOB 3ax/10MNbIBANUCD,
noam 6pocanu paboTy U, KpUYa OT cTpaxa, pasberanncb, Kak J1aHU OT OXOTHMKOB. Pasaanca KPUK, KOTOPbIN cpasy
Ke NoaxBaTUIo MHOXecTBO rosiocoB: «Koponb MepTebix! Koposib MepTBbix naet!»

3ano/oOWHO 33a3BOHWAM KOJIOKO/A, BCE XUBOE 6exxano nepeg orTpagom AparopHa. Ho BcagHMKu
CTpEMUTENIbHO NPOHOCUNTNCb MUMO U elle 00 NOJYHOYN A0CTUrnn Xonma 9pexa.

YrKac, posKAeHHbIN NpMU3payYHbIM BOMHCTBOM, C/IOBHO CaBaH HaKPbla BCe BOKPYr. Ha BepluMHe xonma yepHen
60/1blLUOI KaMeHb, HaMoNOBMHY BPOCLWINIA B 3eMt0. CTpaHHbIM U He3AeLlHUM Bbirnaaen oH. MHorme Bepuau, Yto
KOrAa-To oH ynasn c Heba, Ho Te, KTo He 3abbln npeaaHba 3anagHoro Kpasa, roBopuaK, YTO ero NpMHecC U ycTaHoBUA
34ech cnasHblii Ucmnayp. PoanHoin kKamHa 6bin HymeHop. Kak 6bl Tam HK 6b110, HO K KaMHI0 NoaxoauTb 6081UCh.
oA Bepunn, 4YTO 34eCb BCTPEYAlOTCA TEHW MepTBbiX. TOrAa Hag, XO/AMOM MOXHO C/bllaTb CTPaHHbIN
HEYMONYHbIN LWenoT.

OTpaa ocTaHOBUACA Ha BepLIMHE X0Ma. paonp nepeaan AparopHy TAXenblit, oTaeNaHHbIA cepebpom por.
AparopH rpomko npotpybun B Hero v npucaywanca. CiegonbiTam MNOKasanocb, YTO rAe-To AafeKo B XOJMax
MPO3By4Ya/iM OTBETHbIE POra, a MOET, 3TO 6bl1I0 TONbKO 3X0. XOTA Had XO/IMaMy HaBUCAa TATOCTHaA TULLWHA, BCe
6bINN YBEpEHbl, YTO BOKPYr cobpasiocb OrPOMHOE HEe3PMMOE BOMHCTBO. XO/I0AHbIA BeTep, C/0BHO AblXxaHue
npu3paKkos, Noayn C rop.

AparopH cnewmnca 1, BCTaB BO3/1€ KaMHA, BCKpU4Yan:

— KnateonpectynHukn! 3auem Bbl NpULLAN?

-19-



N B HOUM nocnbiwanca oAMHOKMI FNyXoi ronoc, OTBETUBLLMIA CNOBHO M34aneKa:
— McnonHnTb KNATBY 1 06pecTn NoKo.

Torpa AparopH moasun:

—Yac Hactan. Mo nyTb nexut K MNenaprupy-Ha-AHgyvHe.

Korga Ha Bcex aTUX 3eMnAX He ocTaHeTcsa HM cnena cayr CaypoHa, A COUTY CTapyto KAATBY UCNONHEHHOM U
oTnyLy Bac ¢ MUpoMm. 1 — dneccap, NOTOMOK Mcunaypa 1 3aKOHHbIN Bladplika FoHAopa, NoBeneBato — cieayiTe 3a
MmHoi!

Mo 3Haky CnegonbiTa Xanbbapag passepHyn 3HaMA, [0 TeEX NOP CKPbIToe B Yexse. Bo mpake He pa3rnagetb
6b1/10 3HAKOB, BbILWMWTLIX HA HEM, U MOJIOTHULLE Ka3anocb YepHbiM. Elle 6onee nNonHaa TUWWHA Neria Ha XOJIMbl.
Hu wopoxa, HX WwenoTa, HM B340Xa He OblI0 CAbIWHO B CTbINOM BO3Ayxe. [JO paccBeTa HMKTO M3 oTpAda He
COMKHYA rna3. YAywnusblii CTpax OT TEHEN, CMYTHbIMW PALAMM OKPYHKABLUMX XONMbl, Knybunca Hag KamHem
dpexa.

XonoaHbl 1 6negHbl paccBeT elle TOMbKO 3aHWMMascA, a AparopH y)Ke Ben OTpsAZ Mo NyTW, PaBHOMO
KOTOPOMY MO TPYAHOCTU He M3BEeAAN HWKTO M3 CMEpPTHbIX. [lyHasaHubl-ceBepsHe, rTHom Mmau u anbd Jleronac
npeogosieNv ero, BeAOMbIe CTa/IbHOM BOJIeN, He 3HaloLWel nperpaa.

OHM MUHOBanu nepelleek TapnaHra, /lamenoH v Boilwan K Kenembeny Ha Knpune, Korga 6arposoe cosiHLe
y»Ke crycKanocb 3a MNuHHAT MeiMH y HUX 3a cnMHoi. OrpoMHoe Npu3pavyHoe BOWCKO HEOTCTYMHO WJIO C1efoM, a
Bnepeau neten KpblnaTblit cTpax. KMpua nexan nepeg HUMK OMNYCTOWEHHbINM, HEMHOMME OCTaBLUMECA B MUBbIX
6erKanu B X0/Mbl, NOYYAB NPUBAUNKEHNE MEPTBbIX KONOHH.

Ha apyroi aeHb He pacceeno. OTpag ywen o Temy Mopaopa U CKpbIACA U3 r1a3 CMepTHbIX. Bolicko Koponsa
MepTBbIX NOCNeA0Ba0 32 HUM.
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3. I0XO0/] TEO/IEHA

OTHbIHE BCe A0POrk Bean Ha BOCTOK, HaBcTpedy Tbme. B TOT cambiii yac, Korga MuH, ctoa nepea Bopotamu
lfopoaa, cMoTpen Ha BxoAsallMe BoWCKa, npasuTenb PuctaHnu Bo rnase 6onblioro otpaga BcagHuKos, cnycKanca
C XO/IMOB.

Beuepeno. [INnHHbIE TEHK, NeperoHan Aowagei, bexann snepean no goavHe. Ha necucTbix ckaoHax 6biio
y)e TeMHO. B BepxoBbAX A0/IMHbI, C/IOBHO 3anMpas ee, BbICW/ICA MOTYYMA TOPHbIA MUK C BEPLUMHOW, YKPbITOM
BEUYHbIMU CHeramu. Ha BOCTOYHbIX €ro CK/JI0Hax rycTo ronybenmn TeHu, 3anagHble nbiaaam B orHe 3akara.

Meppu ¢ U3ymneHMem 03Mpasacs no CTopoHam. EMy 6bi10 MHTEPECHO B HE3HAaKOMOM cTpaHe. OT Moryymx
BOAOMNAA0B BO34YX TUXO 3BEHE, LWUYME/IM AePeBbsA, CTy4a/IM N0 KAMHAM KonbiTa. PaHblie Meppu ntobun caywatb
0 ropax, AyMaTb O HUX, HO Tenepb, KOrAa ropHble XpebTbl B3AbIMaNMCh BOKPYT Nog, camble Hebeca, OH YyBCTBOBas
cebs HeyloTHO. CAMLWKOM OHM BbIIM 6OIbLIME: XOTEIOCh OKA3aTbCA B Ma/IeHbKOM KOMHATKe BO3/1e KaMUHa.

OTpaga 6bin B NyTH yxKe TpeTuit aeHb. LLan noutn 6e3 otabixa, 1 Meppu He Ha WyTKy yctan. Koraa aopora
no3Bo/iANa, OH exan PAAOM C NpaBuTeNieM, 3aHMMasA ero pacckasamm o Xo66uTaHUU WAK CayLaa o NPOLLIOM U
HacToALEeM pUcTaHuinLes. Ho Jvalle oH cneaosan nosaam TeodeHa, NPUCAYLLMBAACL K MeA/IeHHOM, 3BY4HOMN peyn
BcagHuKoB. MHorga cnosa MX f3blka HaMmOMWHAAM eMy POAHON roBOP, HO CMbICA YCKOAb3an. 3aTo necHu
BcagHMKOB eMy OYeHb HPaBUAUCH.

B aToT Beuep Meppu ocobeHHO OCTPO YyBCTBOBAN OAMHOYECTBO. B ronose TECHUANCL MbICAN O NH06Ee3HOM
apyre MNuHe, o f'mau, Jleronace, bpoasKHUKe, U BAPYT NO cepauy pesaHyso BocnomuHaHue o Ppogo n Came. —
Al Hayan 3abbiBaTb O HWX, — YNPEKHY/J OH camoro cebs.— A Bedb BCE, YTO Mbl AeNaeMm, AENAeTCA Paau HUX.
MpeacTaBnsato KAKOBO MM TaM OAHWUM, U Ha COTHW INT BOKPYT HY OAHOTO Apyra. "KuBbl I OHWU? — OH B3Z0XHY/.

B cymepku oTpag npubbin B CeBepHyto JlowwmHy. bosibwoe BOMCKO nog KomaHAoBaHWem [yHxupa
BCTPETWU/IO UX MPUBETCTBEHHbIMM KpuKamu. [yHxup pacckasan TeogeHy, yto MHAanbd coobwmn um o nobege
npu XopHe. ElLe oH pacckasan, yto MHAanbd OT MMEHW NPaBUTENA MPUKA3an YCKOPUTL COOp BOMCK.

— 3710 6b1/10 NOC/E NOABNEHMA KPbINaToOl TeHU, — 406aBUA OH, U B FNas3ax y HEro Ha MUT MesIbKHYA cTpax. 3To
CUNbHO Nopasuao Meppu, KOTOPbIA HUKOrAA elle He BCcTpeyan 6onee moryyero BovHa.

—Tak oHa 1 34ecb nobbisana? — cnpocun TeodeH, N B OTBET Ha HeAOYMEHHbIN B3riag, noAcHua: — Mbl
BUAENM ee ellle A0 oTbe3aa MHaanbda.

— Mo3KeT 6bITb, 3TO U Ta e, — OTBETUA [yHXUP, — @ MOXKET, U Apyras, HO OHa nponeTena yTpomM Hag, Camoit
Kpblllen ABopua U, KaK XOTUTe, NpPaBUTe/lb, HO Mbl HE MOT/IM NOLWEBENUTLCA OT y¥Kaca. BoT Torga MHAanbd v
NMOCOBETOBAN HaM KaK MOXKHO bbicTpee cobupaTbCs 34€Ch, HO OTHA He Pa3BOAMTb.

TeoaeH 0406pun AelicTBUA Mara U NpuKasan cobpaTb BoeHavYaibHUKOB Ha coBeT B CeBepHOM narepe.

Ha cneayowmin aeHb oHM yxe 6blan Tam. HascTpedy TeodeHy rasionom Bblexan BCagHUK. Meppu yxacHo
YAUBUACA, KOTAa YBUAEA, YTO 3TO — MO/IOAAA KeHLIMHA PeaKOoW KpacoTbl; AJIMHHbIE BOOCHI ee Bbinn ybpaHbl B
KOCbl, @ OZIEX Ay COCTaBAANa KONbYyra, Mey Ha NoAcCe M AOPOKHbIN naaL,

— MpuBeTcTBYIO NoBeanTens! — KpUKHya oHa ele M3ganu. — CepaLe pasyercs Ballemy BO3BPALLEHUIO.
— W 5 pag Tebe, J0BUH, — 0TBEYaAN NpaBuTe/b. — Bce v B nopsaaKe 3gech?

— Bce Xopouwo, nosenutenb! — oTeBeT HbIA 60,Cl,prM, HO MeppM NMOKa3a/0Cb, YTO roN0C XKEeHWHWHbI APOTrHYN. —
Bce roToBoO K Bawwemy npuesay. A *aana Bac MMeHHO cerogHsa.

— 3HaumnT, AparopH 3aecb? — cnpocun omep.

— HeT, — D0BMH NoBEpPHYNACb M AOATMM B3r1A40M OKMHYNA rOpbl Ha BOCTOKe. — OH NpubbIn BYEPA HOUbIO, HO
Ha pacceeTe y:Ke yexal.

— Tbl onevyaneHa, AoYb MOS, — Y4acTAMBO NpousHec TeodeH. — YTo cayumnocb? CKaxku, OH rosopwun Tebe,
KyAa HanpasnseTcs?

— [a, — otBeTnNa JoBMH. — OH ywen B TeHb, N3 KOTOPOM He Bo3BpalatoTca. Ero HeT 6onble. MyTb Mpaka
nNporaoTuA ero.

-21-



— Hawwu goporu pasownmcs, — C ropeybto CKasan 3omep, — W Halln HageXAabl raCHyT.

MpaBuTeNb M CONPOBOMKAANOWME €ro yaanuaucb B NPUroTosaeHHble watpbl. OKasanocb, 4to Ana Meppu
pagom c watpom TeodeHa ToKe MOCTaBAeHa nanaTtka. Tam OH U cuaen oamH, Habaaan 3a cyeToi B narepe u
pasAymblBasi 0 TOM, YTO CAblLLan.

— MyTb MpakKa... — 6opmoTan oH. — Yto 6bl 3TO Morno bbiTb? Bee Apy3ba pasberkanmch KTo Kyaa. MHaanbd ¢
MuHOM cpakatoTca Ha BocToke, ®poso ¢ Camom — B Mopgope, a Tenepb BOT M BpogsxkHuWKa ¢ Tuman u
JNleronacom noHecsno Ha 3TOT cambiii MyTb MpaKa. BUgHO, CKOpo M MOosi ouvepeab, — HO JoAyMaTb eMy He Zanw,
noTomy yto Tpyba nossasa Ha oben; TyT }Ke NpuLen NoCAaHHbIA U npuraacun Meppu K ctoly npasutens. TeogeH
BCTPETWU/ €r0 JIACKOBO, M BMECTO TOr0, YTObbI Kak Nogo6ano opyrKeHocuy, MPUCTYKMBATb 3a CToIoM, Meppu bbin
ycakeH Ha ocoboe mecTo. Pagom ¢ coboit oH yeuaen domepa, 30BuH, JyHxupa. ITo 6bII0 O4EHb NOYETHO, HO OT
pa3roBopoB o BoKHe 1 Myt MpakKa cepgue xo661Ta TOCKANBO CKMMAOCh.

B waTep BOWeEN HayanbHWK Kapayna WM A0N0XWA: — [lpaBuTenb, npubbin roHel, M3 foHAopa M NpocuUT
NPUHATbL €ro HEMeANEHHO.

— MycTb BOMAeT, — pacnopaannca TeoaeH.

FoHew Bowes, U Meppw YyTb HE BCKPUKHY/ OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTU — TaK OH Bbl/1 Moxox Ha Bopomupa. Mosepx
cepebpsAHON KO/IbYYrM y BOMHA Obll HAKMHYT 3e/1eHbll NAal, Ha waane nobneckusana cepebpsaHan 3Be3404Ka.
MpeKsIoHMB KOJIEHO, OH NPOTAHY TeodeHy CTpesly C YePHbIM ONePEHUEM U KPACHbIM HAKOHEYHUKOM.

— MpuBeTtcTBylO0 nosenutens PuctaHum u apyra FTOHZOPa, — CKasan nocnaHeu. — [JeHeTop 3o0BeT TebsA He
NMOMOLLb U HAZLEETCA Ha TBOK CUAY U BbICTPOTY. MHave FTOHAOP MOXKET NOrMbHYTh.

— KpacHasa ctpena! — BoCKAIMKHYA TeoaeH, U pyKa ero AporHyna. — Ha moei namaTv oHa He MoABAANACh B
PuctaHumn. Kakoi e NoMOoLLM KAET OT MeHA Moryyuii [leHeTop?

— MHe Heun3BecTHbl Mbicv 6naropogHoro [leHeTopa, — OTBETUA BOMH, — HO OH MPOCUT BCMOMHUTb NPEXKHIO0
APYKOY M cTapble KnaTBbl. BoiHa MAeT Ha Hac oToBciogy. Y cTeH lopoga pelwaetca cyabba Hawero mupa.
[JeHeTop npocut Tebs ToponuTbes, NpaBuTenb. Ecan mbl He ocTaHoBMM Bpara nog Fopogom, PuctaHus Toxe He
ycTouT. 3aK/MHato Tebsa BHATL Npocbbe [eHeTopa.

— Xopowo, Mbl npuaem, — npousHec TeoaeH.— Mepegai 6naropoaHomy [eHeTopy [OHAOPCKOMY, 4TO
BOMCKa PuctaHnmn noseget cam npasuTesnb. Ho Ao FoHZopa He 6AM3KO M paHblie, Yem Yepes Hedestlo Bam He
ycablwaTe 60eBoi Kany BcagHWkoB. OTAOXHWM 3Ty HOYb 34€Cb. 3aBTpa Tbl YBUANULWbL COHOP BOMCK U YKpenuLibea
AYXOM nepeg, BO3BPALLEHNEM.

OH BCTan 1 BCNeA 3a HUM NOAHANNCHE OCTa/IbHbIE.

— Bcem oTapixaTb! — npuKasan TeogeH, a notom obpatunca K Meppu: — Tbl, 406pbiit Mepuragok, Toxe
cBob0oAEeH cerofiHa, HO 3aBTPa C BOCXOA0M Tbl MHE NOHaA06MLLIbLCA.

MeppM 3acbinan B CBOEW nanaTtke ¢ pa,D,OCTHOﬁ MbIC/IbIO, YTO OH TOX€ HYXEH, YTO €ro He OCTaBAT 34€eCb
O4HOoro. EMy NMOKa3a/iIoCb, YTO HE ycnesn OH 3aKpbiTb N1a3a, a €ero yxe 6y,ﬂ,ﬂT.— Ho ewe cosBcem TemMHO, —
BO3MYTUJ/ICA OH, — COJIHLE K€ HE B30oLW10 EIJ.I,E!

— W He B30MAET, — CYpOBO OTBETUA ByamBWKIK ero BcagHuK. — Bpemsa He TepnuT, nogHUMalica ckopee. A
COJIHLIE... MOXKEeT ObITb, HE B3OWAET HUKOrAa.

OT 311X cnoe Meppu NOKPLIACA XOI0A4HbIM NOTOM, MOCMELHO 04e/1CA U Bbile.

Ha yaunue 6bi10 TemHo. MoTemHen cam BO3AyX, U B HEM He YyBCTBOBAa/IOCb HU AyHOBeHUA. Heba He 6bino.
BmecTo Hero Hag, ros0BOM MNPOCTMPANcA MpadHbiit cBog 6e3 eAMHOro OroHbka. J1loauM BOKPYr TPEBOMKHO
neperoBapvBasnCb, MHOTME NNLA BbITNALENN UCNYTaHHBIMMU.

B watpe TeoaeHa Meppu 3acTan elie 04HOro roHua us FoHZ0pPa, U TYT Ke y3Has, YTO HaKaHyHe, Ha 3axoae
COJIHLA, OT rpaHuy, Mopgopa nofHAnacb Tbma, OHA CrywaeTtca, M No BCel cTpaHe A0 cambix TymaHHbIX [op
pasnMaca Mpak.

TeoaeH rnyboko 3agymasnca, a NOTOM OTAaA MPUKas BcagHUKam BbICTynaTb HEMeANEHHO, He A0XWAOANACh
npubbITNA BCex oTpAaaoB. OHM A0MXKHbI MO Mepe NoAX0Aa BbiCTynaTh B Hanpas/ieHUn foHaopa. Jomep Bbilen U
ceityac ke 3aTpybuan Tpy6bl. B HENOABMMKHOM MpPaYyHOM BO3AyXe 3BYKM BblIM XpUNAbIMU U Apebesskalymm.
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MpaBuTeNb NONOXKUA PYKY Ha naedo Meppu. — Hy, BoT, Ao6pbii Mepuragok, a uay B 60i. Tel cBO6OAEH OT
CcBOMX 06A3aHHOCTEN, HO HE OT MOEro APYMKECKOro PacnosioXKeHus. MHe 6bl XxoTenocb, YTOObl OCTABLIMCL 34€ECh,
Tbl CAyXKA oB8MH. OHa byaeT 3amelLaTb MeHs.

— lMpaBuTenb, — APOXKALLMM FOJI0COM CO C/Ie3amMM Ha rnasax nporosopun Meppu, — 8 Xody TONbKO OAHOrO:
6bITb PAAOM C BamuK. Bce Mo Apy3ba OTNPABMUANCH Ha BOMHY, a A IO/IXKEH OCTaTbCA B CTOPOHE?

— Ho Hawu KOHU CANLIKOM BENUKK gNA Tebs. Tebe He cCnpasnTbCA C HUMMN.

—Torpga NPpUBAXNUTE MEHA K Cceany, HO He ocTaBAAnTe 3,CI,ECb! — B3MOJIUNCA MeppM. — A ecnn Henb3A exaTb
BE€pXom, No3BOJibTE 6exxaTb 32 Bamu. HYCTb A COTPY HOTM 40 KOJIEH, HO He OTCTaHy!

TeoaeH ynblbHynca. — Hy, 3auem e Tak! Jlyuywe a Bo3bMy Teba K cebe B cenno. Xopowo, — pelmna oH, —
6yAellb CONPOBOXKAaTb MeHA B 4opac. BoicKa BbICTynAT oTTyAa.

Meppu oToLWeEN CUIbHO ONeYaneHHbIM, HO TYT ero KPenko B3AAN Nog, PyKy, ¥ OH yBuAen JOBUH.

— Maem co mHoM, gobnectHbln Mepuagok, — CKasana oHa 6e3 y/ibIoKM. — AparopH Npocus meHs nogobpatb
Tebe nogobatoliee BOOpYKeHMe.

OHa npvBena ero B Wwartep cBUTbI TeogeHa. Tam Opy:KelHUK Bpyunn Meppu Wnem, KPyrablid WKT ¢ 6enbim
KOHEM Ha 3e/1IeHOM MOoJie U Apyroe HeobxoAMMOe CHapsXKeHMe Mo PocCTy.

— Hu KoAbuyry, HM NaHUMpPA Ans Tebs He HAWANOCb, — CKa3ana DOBWMH, — a Ceiyac BbIKOBbIBATb YKe NO34HO.
Ho BoT Tebe OT MeHs KoMKaHasa KypTKa M noac Ans TBoero medva. lycTb oHM npuHecyT Tebe yaady. Mpowai,
806pbIi MepunagoK, MOXKET, Mbl eLLe CBUANMCA.

Meppu B OTBET MO/14A HU3KO MOKAOHUACA en.

B nongeHb oHn 6b111 B 3,u,opace. Tbma no-npexXHemy OKyTbiBasia BCE€ KPYrom CTbl/ibiIM CaBaHOM. Kasanoce,
YTO HacTtynun I'IO3AHM17I Beyep. TeopeH oTaasan NPUKa3aHMA BHOBb I'IpVI6bIBLIJMM oTpAgamM, a NOTOM, OTNyCTUB
BOE€Ha4a/IbHUKOB, 1aCKOBO HO TBEPAO0 NPOCTUNCA C MeppM.

— Ha nonsx FoHZopa, — CKasan npaBuTeNb, — HaM NPEACTOMUT Takas 6UTBa, B KOTOPOW NagyT MHOMMe Moryyue
BOWHbI. [1n5 TebA Tam He HAaWAeTCa HUYero, Kpome rmbenu.

— KTo MO3KeT 3T0 3HaTb? — NbINKO BO3pa3ua Meppu. — fl Bal Opy»KeHocel, U MOe MECTO PAAOM C BamMu. fl He
Xouy, 4yT06bl 060 MHE NOTOM FOBOPUAN, KaK O HEHYKHOM BeLLM, OT KOTOPOW BCEM Xo4eTcA M36aBUTbCA.

— A A xo4y cnacti Tebs, — rpyctHO oTBeYan TeoaeH. — He 3abbiBait, Tbl 06elan NnoBMHOBATbCA MHe. Ecau Bbl
6uTBa WA y cTeH dgopaca, A HE COMHEBAKOCb, YTO O TBOMX Obl NOABMIrax CAOXKMAM necHu. Ho ao MNoHpopa cTo
ABaguaTb amr. HUKTO M3 BcagHMKOB He MOXKeT B3ATb Teba ¢ coboli. 3To moi NpuKas, Mepuagok, 1 bonblue mMmbl He
b6yaem roBoputb 06 sTOM.

Meppu HMYEro He OCTaBaNOCh Ae/laTb, KPOME KaK YIUTU. JJoHe1b3s OropyYeHHbIA, OH CMOTPEs KaKk CTPOUIUCH
BOMCKa. MoYyBCTBOBaB PAAOM Ybe-TO NPUCYTCTBUE, XOBOUT 06epHyCA U yBUAEN MOOAOTO BcagHuKa.

—"[lna TBEpAOM BOAM HeT nperpas’, — wenHyn BcagHWK, — Tak roBOPAT Y Hac B PucTtaHuM. MHe KaxkeTcs, Thbl
xoTen 6bl ObITb BMECTE C NPaBUTE/IEM B 3TOM Noxoae?

— [a, oyeHb xoTen, —oteeTnun Meppu, — Ho...

—TaKk MmoxelWwb exaTb €O MHOVI,— HEOXKNOAHHO CKa3a/sl BOMH U NOAMUTHYN owwenoMNeHHOMY X066VITy.—
Capewsb Bnepegn, A NPUKpPoOK Tebn naawom, B 3STOM CyMpaKe HUKTO HE 3aMETUT, — U ,u,o6anm C 3aTaeHHoW
CKOp6b}OZ — HeNIb3A OTKAa3blBaTb TOMY, KTO TaK CTPEMUTCA NMOMOYb. Ho HUKOMY HU cnosa! Uapem, nopa CO6MpaTbCFI.

— OueHb 6narogapeH Bam! — pagocTHo oTBeTUN Meppu. — Ho s He 3Hato Aarke Ballero MMeHMU.
— Pa3Be? — ycmexHyca BcagHuK. — 308U meHa [epHXenbm.

BOT TaK M CAyuYMnoch, YTo Koraa Boiicka PuctaHum BbicTynmuan, Meppw cugen B ceane snepegn [lepHxenbma,
a cepblii KOHb BOMHA Aa)e He 3ameyan 3TOro, NOTOMY YTO MOJIOAOM BOMH, XOTA M Bbln CUAEH U NIOBOK, HO
BCE-TaKM M POCTOM M CTaTblO yCTynan apyrum BcagHuKam.

MepBblii Houyner 6bIN B MBOBbLIX 3apOC/AAX Haj PeKon B ABaguatM Aurax oT dgopaca. YTpo Aulb
He3HauMTeIbHO OT/IMYaNOCh OT Houu. Korga BcagHuKu npmubansmnance K 6010Tam Henoganeky oT 3emesib SHTOB,
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WX HarHanu roHupbl C U3BECTUAMM O HamaZeHMM Ha BOCTOYHbIE rPaHuLbl PUCTaHNKM M 06 OrPOMHBIX CTaAX OPKOB,
cobupaBLInXcA BO3ie PUCTaHUIMCKOro Yiuenba.

BbicnywaB 6e3pagoCcTHble HOBOCTM, JOMepP TOJIbKO MaxHy/ll pPyKOM WU cKomaHgoBan: — Bnepea!
MNoBopaumBaTb N034HO. Y Hac ogMH Bpar 1 mMmbl 4ONXKHbI cnewunTb. Bnepea!

CKOpO nepecexknn rpaHnubl Puctanum. lC|,0F)OI'<’:1 NnoTAHYNaCb BOO/Ib NOAHOXNA I'OpHOl7I rpagbl, Ha BEPLWUNHAX
KOTOpOVI Koe-rae ObIMUINCE NMoracline masaku. MpaK Bnepegn CtaHOBU/ICA BCe 6onee NJI0OTHbIM, BOKPYT nexXaau
X0Nno4Hble, MpaYvHble 3eM/IN. N He B ogHOM cepaue OoroHek Hagexapl Tpenertan nog BeTpom COMHEHMU.

Wnn nAtole cyTKM noxofa. Bolicka 3aHOYeBa/M B COCHOBOW poOLLe BO3/e XO/JIMOB D/ieHaxa. 3a HUMM
PACKMHYACA MpPayHbii M 06WKpHBIN Jlec [lpyaaaH, Kak bbl 3aKpbiBaBLIKNI f0POry Ha BocTouHbI AHOpPUEH.

Meppu nexan Ha 3emne, 3aKyTaBLWIMCb B 04eAN0. YCTaNoCTb U MpPayHble MbICAW HE AaBaAu eMy YCHYTb.
Tenepb OH y»Ke packanBa/ca B CBOeM MOCTynKe. Kak HM KpyTK, a NpMKas NpasuTensa oH Hapywua. TeogeH, y3Has o
TOM, YTO X066UT B OTpAAE, BblN TaK HEAOBOJIEH, YTO He 3axoTen ero BuaeTb. OT [epHxenbma 6b110 Mano pagocTu.
3a BCIO A0POrYy OH CKa3a/ BCEro HeCKO/1bKO C/10B. Meppu 3aKpbla rnasa, NOTOM OTKPbIA. PasHULbl NOYTH He 6bino.
Moa AepeBbAMM 6bI10 AyWHO M TeMHo. CKBO3b BETBM He MUrana HM ogHa 3Be3ga. Tbma, onacHocTu, 61130CTb
Cpa)KeHun yrHetanm monogoro xo66uta. [ae-To Henoganeky 6blanM OpKkU. HecKonbKo BcagHWKOB, NOCAAHHbIX B
pasBeaKy, He BepHyAuCb. Meppu NpuUcaylLianca U CHoBa emy NOKasasocCb, YTO BAAAN POKoYyT B6apabaHbl. Emy
cTano eule 6onblue He No cebe, U OH NoAyman — Kak Tam MNnH? Ho oT 3Toi MbIC/M iyylle He cTano. Meppu He mor
npeactaBuTb cebe Fopoa, KOTOPOro paHblUe HUKOTAA He BuAen, 1 ntobesHoro apyra MMHA B HEM.

Heo)naaHHO 3BYKM 6apabaHoOB pe3Ko NpuABUHYAUCH. MeXKay AepeBbeB 3aMeNbKan NPUKPbITbie GoHapW.
Meppu BCTPEBOXKEHO MPMUBCTANA M B Ty e CeKyHAy 06 Hero CnoTKHyAucb. Fon0c Inbdxenbma, HavaabHUKA MX
oTpAAa, NPOKNAA ApPeBecHble KOPHU. ITO Bb/I0 yiKe CAULWKOM!

— fl He KopeHb, — BexAunHyn Meppu.— A — xo66u1T, MepmnaioK, UTo CAYy4YMIoCh?

—[da B TakoW Tbme BCE MOXKET C/AYy4MTbCA, — 0TO3BancA IAbdxenbm. — [PUroTOBLCA, Mbl KAEM NpPUKasa
BbICTYNUTb HEMEANS.

— Bparn? — axHyn Meppu. — A cabliwan 6apabaHbil...
— Bparu He pelaTcs NOKUHYTb Aopory, a 6apabaHbl —3TO peyb fiecHbIx Atoaer us Jleca ApyaaaH.
— Kakux necHbix ntogein? — nusymunca Meppu. — Passe 34ech KMBET KTO-HUMOYAb? l HUKOTO He BUAEN.

— [a BoT 5 TebA ToXKe He BUAEN, — PE30HHO BO3pa3ua Inbdxesbm, — XOTb Tbl U He NIeCHOMN YenoBeK. Mx
HEMHOrO, OHM OCTOPOMKHbl, @ MPATaTbCA YMEIT KaK HWKTO. CTpesku XOTb Kyda, CTPenAatoT OTPaBieHHbIMM
cTpenam. Al pag, YTO OHM HamM He Bparn, XOTA W COK3HUMKAMM HUKOMY HMKOrga He 6blan. Ho oHM 6oAtca
npuwealen TbMbl M celyac npeanaraloT colo3 U nomoub. OHWM BOH Tam, rae GoHapu, — OH MaxHyn PyKOMn K
ncyes.

CoobuieHne O JlecHbIX OAAX C OTPABAEHHbIMM CTpefamu OTHAb He obpagosano Meppu. Ho
NO6ONbITCTBO B HEM HE UCCAKJIO, MO3TOMY OH BCKOYMA U HANPaBUCA BCAEL 33 ME/IbKABLUMMU MEXAY LepPeBbAMM
¢doHapamu. LLlen oH oCTOPOXKHO, MO-XOBBUTCKK, U BCKOPE JOCTUT NOASHbI.

Ha BeTke 6onbluoro aepesa Bucen ¢oHapb. Mog HUM 6bino nocsetnee. Meppu yBUAEN CUAALMNX PALOM
npasutena 1 Jomepa, a nepes HUMKN — CTPaHHOE CyLLecTBO, 60/blle BCEro NOXoXKee Ha KOPABbIN NeHb. KopoTkue
y3/710BaTble PYKM U HOTU, KNO4YKacTan 60poaa, a MOXKET NPOCTO CyXOl MOX, TpaBAHan obKa M TaKas e HaKuaKa.
MeHb roBOPMA HU3KMM FOPTaHHbIM FOJI0COM, HO K U3ymaeHutio Meppu, roBopua Ha Bceobuiem A3blKe, XOTb U C
Tpyaom noabupas cnosa u BpemeHamu cbrMBanchb Ha poaHOe Hapeuue.

310 6bIn XaH-6ypu-IxaH, BoXKaK necHbix nogaei. OT MMEHU cBOero njemeHW OH npeanaran TeoaeHy
NPOBECTU BOMCKa MO ApeBHel aopore Yyepes xonmbl. Koraa-to ee nponoxuam aoau FoHaopa, Ho Tenepb, Kpome
NIECHbIX XUTENIei, O HEet HUKTO He MOMHMUT.

— JlecHble N0AM NOKAXKYT [OPOry, — roBOpPUA OH. — Bbl ybbeTe opKoB, M Bala baectawan cTasb NPOroHUT
Tbmy. Torga mbl BepHemca B cBoit Jlec.

MxaH-bypu-TxaH He TpeboBa/n HUKAKOM Harpagbl, NycTb TONAbKO BCafHMKM M BrpeAb He TPOratoT NeCcHbIX
nogen. Buas, 4to npasuUTeNb COMHEBAETCA, N€CHOW BOXAb CKa3as, YTO CaM nosedeT OTPAAbl, U CBOEW KU3HbIO
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roToB OTBETUTb B C1y4ae U3MEHbI.
— [la 6yget Tak! — pewmnn TeoaeH.
—Toraa Hago cnewnTb. JlecHble Nt0AM YyHOT CONHLUE, Aarke BO mpaKe. Celtyac yTpo. lNopa.
— Kak 6bl Mbl He crewmnnaun, 4o MuHac TupuTa ewe ganeko. Ycneem nun?..

Meppu npeanoyen ybpaTtbca HesameuyeHHbIM. BOT-BOT A0/KeH 6bln MPO3BYyYaTb CUTHAN K BbICTYMJIEHMIO.
Tenepb OT CPaKEHUA UX OTAENAN OAMH nepexos. XobbuTy npuwnocb cobpaTb BCe CBOE MYXKECTBO, Aa BA06aBOK
BCMOMHMUTbL O MnHe, Tam B ocaxkaeHHoM Fopoge, 4Tobbl CTpax oTnycTUA ero.

Boiicka BbicTynuaun. C ¢pnaHroB Mx NPUKpbIBaAK fecHble aoan. HM 0aAuMH OpK He OCMENUACA COMTM C A0POrK
W YrAybuTbCa B 1eC — TaM ero XJana BepHas U bbicTpaa cMepTb.

OTpan wen 3a oTpAAOM. KaKablit Ben MPOBOAHUK M3 /IecHbIX atoaei. CTapbli BOXAb Wen pagom c
TeogeHom. HecMoTpAa Ha To, UTO APEBHAA A0pOra NPoxoAnia Henoganeky oT MecTa HeaBHel CTOSIHKM, OTbICKaTb
ee 6e3 NomolM NecHbiX Noaeit 6bi10 6bl HEBO3MOMXKHO. Ho Tenepb OHa AaBana BcaAHWMKam Tak HyXKHoe
NPEeMMYLLLECTBO: MOXKHO 6bIJ10 NOAOWTH NOYTU K CaMbiM CTeHam Ffopoaa He3aMeuyeHHbIMMU.

Koroa nosagy octanacb yxe 6o0sblwas 4YacTb NyTM, TFONIOBHOW OTpAZL, BCTPEeTUAN pasBeaunku. OHu
HEOXUOAHHO BbICKOUMAW U3 3apocnei. Meppu, CKOIbKO HM TapawumiacAa Ha AUKOBMHHbIE CYLLECTBA, BCE OHM
NoKasaaucb Ha 04HO AnUo. Paccnpocus ux, MxaH-bypu-xaH ckasan TeogeHy, YTo NyTb A0 camoro MuHac TupuTta
cBobOAEH. Bparn Tak 3aHATbI 0cagoi Fopoda M Tak yBepeHbl B CBOMX MOCTAX, MEPEKPbIBLUIMX BCE 3anagHble
[0POrK, YTO COBEPLUEHHO HE OXMAAKT HanageHMsA C Tbina.

— lMpekpacHo! — Bckpuuan domep. — Tenepb Mraa, NocnaHHas Bparom, nomoxKer Ham!

TeogeH Tenno MPOCTUACA C BOXAEM JecHblX noaei. IxaH NoBepHY/CA, HO BAPYr 3acCTbll Ha MecTe,
npuHioxmnBanch. Mnasay Hero baectenu.

- BETep meHseTcal — KPUKHY/1 OH U MTHOBEHHO MNCYe3 B Yalle BMeCTe C OCTa/IbHbIMU. Yike yepe3 HECKOJIbKO
MWHYT 3BYKU ((6ap363HOB» nocnbiWanncCb CHOBA, HO Tnyxo, U3aaneka. HMKOMy n3 BcagHMKOB He npuwaio B
ronosy yCOMHUTbCA B MCerHHeVI NOMOLUN NeCHbIX ﬂl-O,CI,EVI.

Mocne KpaTKOro npueana BOMCKa ABMHYAUCHL Aanblue. TeoAeH cnewunn, Bnepean BUAHbI e 6blan KpacHble
CMONOXMW.

OTpag, dnbdxenbma wWwen Bcaed 3a NpaBuTeNem M ero cBUTOW. Meppu C yAMBAEHMEM 3aMEeTU/, 4YTo
[epHxenbM cTapaeTcA He3amMeTHO NPOABUHYTLCA Breped, MOKa HaKoHel, OHM He OKasa/iuCb cpean BOMHOB
nepeaoBoro oTpAAa, M 414 BCEX 3TO OCTa/I0Chb HE3aMeYEHHbIM.

PasBsegka pMCTaHMVILLEB noarsepaunaa, 4to I'opo,a, 06bAT OrHem, nog CreHamun — KpynHbie Cuabl Bpara, a
TblJIbl HE OXPaAHAKTCA. Ha PaBHUHE pa3BeaAYUKN OTHETZIMBO YyBCTBOBAJIM, UTO BETEP 3aXO4AUT K KOy U MOXeET
Pa30rHaTb Mmpak.

TeopneH 6bln goBoneH nssectuamM. OH NPOCKaKan BAO/b KOMIOHHbI, 0bpalance K BcagHWKam v npu3biBas K
nobene, oTAan NpuWKasbl BOeHa4yasbHMKaM, NMOTOM MPUBCTas Ha CTPEMEHAX M, MaxHYB PYKOMO, BCKpUYan: —
Bnepea! Tonbko Bnepes, 6eccTpaluHble BcagHunkm!

Bolicka aABMHYyAKUCb. [leHb KoHYanca, cTano ewe TemHee. OHU BCTYNUAKM Ha 3eman AHopueHa. Bnepeam 6bina
BHELLUHAA CTeHa, BO3/1e KOTOPOM, COBCEM HeAaBHO, 3acTaBa ocTaHoBMAa MHAaNbda U MNuHa.

KoHu nepewnu B ranon. [epHxenbm, AeprKacb B MOCAeAHMX PAZAX FONOBHOrO OTPAAa, FOpPAYMA KOHS.
Meppu “30 BCEX CWA YXBATWUJICA 33 BOMHA JIEBOW PYKOM, a MPaBOW CTAapanca AOCTaTb KAMHOK M3 HOXeH. Emy
OTYETIMBO BCMOMHU/INCL C/1I0Ba TeogeHa 0 TOM, YTo Ans X0bbuTa He HalaeTca aena B 3Tol 6UTBe, Kpome rmbenn.
«[elcTBUTENbHO, — MOAYMaN OH, — YTo A byay Aenatb? Y1o 5 mory? Mewatb BcagHWKY M HaZeATbCs, YTO He cedy
C ceasia nog KombiTa KOHen?»

OHM gomyanucb A0 CTeHbl 6bICTpee, yem xoTesochk Obl MeppM. HeckonbKo BO3rnacos, nAsr OopyXuna — n ot
Hebo/bLOoro OoTpAAda OPKOB nepen CTEHOI He 0CTaNoCh HMYero. BcagHWKM NpOCTO CMenn 3aCN0H.

Y’Ke 3a CTeHOW npaBuTeNb OCTaHOBWA oTpaa. Meppu nosepTen ro/sioBon M yBuaen, 4to Aam dnbdxenbma
WAYT AafeKko crnpasa, a oHM c [JlepHxenbmom Bpode bbl BAMAUCH B oTpAgd TeodeHa. Jlurax B Aecat snepeamn
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pPa3nnBanoCb 3apeso 60/1bLLIOrO noXapa, HO ele 6}1M)-|-(e, He aanee, Yyem B siMre, BuaHeNnnNCb NOXoAHble KOCTPbI
OpKoB. PaBHWHa TOHYNA B TeMHOTe. He 6b1710 3aMETHO HM ManerLnX NMPU3HAKOB paccBeTa NN NepemeHbl BETPaA.

Tenepb BOWCKa ABUranncb MeaneHHo, 6ecluymHo, Kak BoAa, NpocaymBanch 6anKe K IMHUKM ocadbl U 3a Hee.
Yepes HeKoTOpoe Bpems MO 3HaKy NpaBUTeNs OHM ocTaHoBuAWcb. [lo fopoaa 6bi10 pykoi noaatb. B Bo3ayxe
nax/o rapbto. KoHW 6ecnokoiHo nepectynanu Horamu.

TeofeH HEMOABUKHO CUAEN B cegjie, raga Ha rmbHywmin Mopog. Kasanock, 6pema 6eacTBuin CorHyno ero
ropAyto CrMHY M 3acTaBMAO NMOHUKHYTL nieun. Meppu ¢ 6e30T4eTHOM TpeBorol HabAl4aBLWNI 33 HUM, BAPYT U
CaM TMOYYBCTBOBA/l CTPAWIHYID TOCKY. HesdcHble COMHEHMA W NpeayyBCTBMSA Henpeogosvmon  beapl,
HEBO3MOKHOCTb Nt06Oro AencTBuUA 3axnecTHyn xobbuTta, U OH MepecTan OCo3HaBaTb cebs. Bpemsa cl0BHO
3acTblI0 Ha mecTe. Bce no3gHo, Bce TweTHo! Kasanoco, celiyac TeofeH ropecTHO NOKAYaeT ro/1I0BOM U NoBepHeT
06paTHO K XO/IMaM...

Ho Bapyr 4TO-TO U3MEHUNOCb BOKPYr. MogHumanca BeTep! EnBa 3ameTHO noceetneno. [laneko Ha tore, Hag,
FOPU30OHTOM, CTa/ZIN BUAHbI HaBUCLWLKNE TYy4YN, a 3@ HUMUN 3aHNMATOCb yTpo!

B TOT Xe mur Hag FopoAOM CBEPKHyAa MPOH3UTENbHAA MOJHUA, CoeauMHMBLIAA Hebo u 3emnto. benas
bawHa 3Be3gHoi LiMTagenn BbiCTynmnAa UX TbMbl FOPAYEN eNToi BCMbIWKOW, CI0OBHO MpaK OTNpPAHYA OT Hee. B
BO34yXe NPOPOKOTaN packaT rpomMa, M BCEM BOMHAM MOKa3aioCh, YTO UCUE3/1a AaBALWAA HA NAeYM TAXKECTb. Tbma
Hag FopoAOM COMKHynacb BHOBb, HO TeodeH y»Ke cHpoOCUA oueneHeHue, BbINPAMWACA, M Hah BOMCKamMM
nponeten 60esoit KAn4Y PuctaHun. MNpaBuTenb BbIXBATUA Y Opy:KeHocua 60/blWoK por U npoTpydbun ¢ TaKow
CWNIOM, YTO POT NIOMHYA. Ha 3BYK APYKHO U MPO3HO OTKAMKHY/IUCL Apyrve pora. TeogeH YTO-TO KPUKHY/ CBOEMy
KOHI0, U1 OH C MecCTa pPBaHy/CA Bnepes. 3a HUM /IaBUHOW ABWHY/ICA NMepeaoBOW OTpA4 v oTpsag Jomepa. Ho
npasuTeNb PUCTaHMM NeTeN Bnepeam BCEX, 0 HUKTO He MOr AorHaTb. OH NOAHAN LNUT, CBEPKHYBLUMI 30/10TOM B
NepBbIX /Iy4ax COMIHLA; TPaBa Nog, KOMbITaMW ero KOHA BCMbIXHY/a M3YMPYAHbIM KOBPOM, NOTOMY YTO HacTasio
yTpo! BeTep c ganekoro Mops u CONHUE B3A/IM BepX, TbMa OTCTynuaa, nonunwa Mopaopa APOrHy/v B yxKace
nepes NaBMHOMN 3BYKOB U BCafHMKOB, KaTAWMXCA Ha HWX, U nobexanu! A BcagHuKu PuctaHum nenm 6oesyto
necHb, Nenun 1 ybusanm Bparos. M 3Ta necHb, NpeKpacHas 1 rpo3Has, bbiaa c/bllwHa 3a cteHamu MuHac TupuTa.
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4. 0CAJATOPOJA

MHaanbd pasdygun MuHa. 3a OKHaMK No-NpeXKHeMy b6bl10 TEMHO, B KOMHaTe ropenv ceedn. [lyxoTa ctonna,
KaK nepej rposoi.

— KoTtopsbit yac? — cnpocun MuH, 3eBas.

— Hauyano tpetbero, — otBeTUA Mar. — OfeBaica, Teba npusbiBaeT npasuTenb. Hagetocb Tbl He 3abbia, YTO
CNYKULWDb emy?

— A OH JacT Ham I'I03aBTpaKaTb?

— Het. 3aBTpak rotos, — MHAanbd KMBHYA Ha cTon,— U Ao obepa 6onbwe Huyero He byaeT. B lopopae
3KOHOMAT NPOBU3UIO.

MWUH yrplomo paccmaTpuran HebobLUYI Kpatoxy xneba, o4eHb MasieHbKYLo, Ha ero B3rnsd, Nopumio macia u
YaLLKY MOJIOKa.

— W 3a4em Tbl meHA npuees crop,a? — npoBoOpYasna OH.

—YT106bI NOMEwWwaTh Tebe Aenatb rnynoctu, — B TOH emy OTBETUJ1 Mar. — Ecnun Tebe 34eCb HE NO HpPaBy, TO
Kpome cebs BUHUTb HEKoro.

MNMnH HacynuAaca n samonyan.

Korga r3H,CI,a}'Ibd) npuBen ero B 3aj CO CTAaTyAMM U KONOHHamu, [leHeTop cuaen Ha TOM e CamMom MecTe.
Bbl/10 Takoe BrneyaTneHWe, YTO OH CO BYepa He CABMHYICA C MecTa.

— Hy, 8o6pbit Mo MeperpuH, — noaA4epPKHYTO 06paTUACS OH K X066UTY, — HaZeoCb, Tbl NPOBEN BYEPALUHWNIA
AEHb C MOAb30M U NPUATCTBOM. BOT ToNbKO € nuTaHuem B Fopoge XyxKe, Yem xoTesocb bbl Tebe, — OH cnerka
pasBen pykamu.

MuH NoKpacHen. EMy NOKasanoch, YTo NPaBUTENIO M3BECTHbI HE TOIbKO €ro C/I0Ba, HO U MbIC/IN.
— Y710 e Tbl HaMepeBaeLWbcA AeNaTh Y MeHaA Ha cayxkbe? — cnpocun [eHeTop.
— fl Aymalo, 4TO NOBEAUTENb YKAXKET MHE MOW 06A3aHHOCTMH.

—YKaxKy. Korga ysHato, 4To Tbl MOXelb. A Ana 3TOro Ay4we BCero octaBuTb Teba npu cebe. byaewsb
BbINOJIHATb MOM NopyyeHua, becefoBaTb CO MHOM, Koraa byaet Bpems. MNeTb ymeewb?

—Ymeto, — 06pagoBaHo KMBHYA MuH. — MoK A XOPOLIO, — OH HEMHOTO CMYTW/ICA, — Tak Yy Hac roBopsaT. Ho
HalUM NMeCHN He OYEeHb-TO roOAATCA AJ/1A ABOPLIOBbIX MOKOEB, A3 U ANS TAMXKENbIX BpemeH ToxKe. Camoe CcTpallHoe, 0
yem MotT B X066MUTaHUM — 3TO BETEP UK JOXKAb, @ TaK BCe 60/blle O CMELWHOM, O MUPYLIKaX, Hanpumep... — TyT
OH COBCEM CMeLUascs U YMOJIK.

—Tak noyemy 6bl He cneTb 06 3TOM B MoemM ABopue? — ycmexHynca [deHetop. — Hag MoHaopom aasBHO
CryLLaeTca Mpak, HaobopoT, NPMATHO 6bl10 Bbl YC/bIWATbL, YTO ECTb elle He 3aTeMHeHHble 3emn. Ham 6bl Toraa
Ka3a/10Cb, YTO TPyAbl HallX He Nponaan JApoMm.

OaHako MMuHa 3TM cnoBa He pasyBepuaun. Kak-To He MOr OH NpeacTaBuTb cebe HesaTennuBble MecHu
Xo66uTaHuK, 3ByYaLLme B 3TOM BeanKoienHom 3ane. Ho [leHeTop yxke obpatuaca K MNHaanbdy. OHM 3aroBopuan
0 PuctaHumu, o HamepeHusax TeogeHa, 06 domepe, NAemsHHUKe NpaBuTens. MUH TONbKO AUBUACA, KaK MHOTO
M3BECTHO [eHeTopy O TaMOLWIHWX fefax, K TOMYy e, U3 pasroBopa OH MOHAJ, YTO MpaBUTE/lb MHOrO /IeT He
nokugan npeaenos FroHgopa. OH vk pewmnn bbi1o, YTo 0 Hem 3abblu, HO TyT [leHeTop 06paTUICS U K HEMY.

— OTnpaBnaiica B apceHan, — CKasan OH,— TaM NPUroToBieHa Ana Tebsa ogexaa u BoopyskeHue. Mpumu
nogobatowuii BUA, 1 BO3BpaLLancs.

B apceHane Lutagenun MNuH obnaumncs Bo Bce YepHoe ¢ cepebpom. Tenepb Ha HEM Bblsia YepHas KoJibyyra,
YEPHbI }Ke Waem C BOPOHbIMM KpblibaMM Mo 6oKam U cepebpucTolt 38e3404K0MN B Haan06be. Konbuyry cnepeau
NPUKPbLIBaN LWKTbIA cepebpomM HarpygHUK C M306paxkeHWem UBeTywero aepesa. [AAVHHBIA LWMPOKMIA naaL,
AonosiHAN oaesHue. MpexHo ero ogexKay yopanu, no3BoanIM OCTaBUTb TOJIbKO Cepblii IOPUEHCKMIA NAaLL, HO C
YCNOBMEM HE HOCUTb ero Ha caybe. HoBblii Hapsag 6bin packoweH, Ho MWH cTecHanca ero. B goseplueHune K
3TOMY eMy TaK HaZ0eN NOCTOSAHHbIM CYMPaK, YTO HAaCTPOEHWe COBCEM MCMOPTMUIOCH.
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A cympak crywanca. C BocToka, u3 CtpaHbl MpaKa, BeTep NpurHan Taxenyto Tydy. OHa C/10BHO npuaasuna
lopoa. Bo3ayx Ha yanuax 6bin AyWHbIM U HEMOABUMKHbIM, KaK Boga B 6os10Te. Bca gonnHa AHAyvHa 3amepna B
oXXngaHum bypu.

MuH ocBobOAMACA TONBLKO K Bedepy. KenyaoK NoBAeK ero Ha noucku obeaa. Mo cyacTbio B CTONOBON OH
BCTpeTun beperoHaa. OHM BMeCTe NOeAn U HanpaBUAMCh Ha CTeHbI, Ty4a, r4e NPOBOAMAN BPeMs BYepa.

Bbln Yac 3aKaTa, HO COJIHLUE He MOT/I0 NPOBUTL NAOTHbIM 3aC/IOH Ty4. TONLKO B NOoCAeAHWUA Mmur Hag Mopem
CBEPKHYN ero NpoLuasbHbii yd. ImeHHO B 3TOT Mur Ppoao ctoan Ha MNepeKkpecTke Hag NMOBEP’KEHHOW roa0BoM
KaMeHHOro cTpaska. Ho Ha nonsx MeneHHopa He 6bl10 HAKAKOro npobaecka. X0N04HbIMU M TEMHbBIMW OCTaBaINUCh
OHM.

MWHY Ka3anocb, YTO BYEPALWHMIA U CETOOHALHUIN OeHb pa3fensaloT rogbl. Buepa eue oH 6bl1 NpocTbim
6ecneyHbiM X066MTOM, Ha KOTOPOM MNepeHeceHHble OMacHOCTM He OCTaBMAM 3aMEeTHOro cnefa, a CerogHs...
CeroaHs OH — BOMH B F0poAe, KOTOPbI FOTOBUTCA K XEeCToKon 6uTBe. OH HOCUT MbILWHYIO, MPaYHYIO OAexay: B
apyroe Bpems 370 6blia 6bl BOCXUTUTENbHAA Urpa, HO Tenepb Bce 6bino Bcepbes. OH, MWH, Ha cayxbe y
HaCToALLEero, ropAaoro U MoOryLwecTBeHHOro NpaBuTeNs, U ONacHOCTb, HaBUcWwan Hag FopoAoM — caman HacToALas.
Konbuyra, Wwaem, nnall, BCe Ka3anoch TAXKEbIM, BCe yrHeTano. OH yCTano B3A0XHY.

— YTo, ycTan cerogHn? — y4acTAnBO cnpocua beperoHa,

—YcTan, — cornacunca MuH. — YcTaHewb, Koraa Kaewb M 6osblie HUYero. 1 HECKOIbKO YacoB MPOCTOAN Y
ABepei, noka y [leHeTopa wen BoeHHbIV coBeT. KOHEYHO, A MOHMMal0, 3TO BbICOKas YecTb, Aa TO/bKO YTO OT Hee
No/ib3bl HAaTOWaAK... [0 NpaBAe CKasaTb, M OT eAbl B 3TOM MPAKEe NOJIb3bl TOXKE He YyBCTBYelWb. M He TymaH, 1 He
o61aKa, cam BO34yX KakoW-To Bypblii. Y Bac Tak Bcerga npy BOCTOYHOM BeTpe?

— Hert, — otBeTun beperoHa,. — 3To BeAb He NPOCTO CympaK, 3TO — Yapbl Bpara. 3TOT Mpak, OH CMyLLLaeT ym U
cepaue. Xopolwo 661 ®apamump Bo3spallanca noboictpee. Ero fonro Het, Bce B lopoae 06ecnoKoeHbl.

— [a. BoT 1 MNHaanbd Toxe, — 3ameTna MnH. — OH cerogHA ywen ¢ COBeTa 04eHb HeA0BO/IbHbIN. [MoxoxKe,
KAOET AYPHbIX BECTEN...

Bapyr 06a, n beperoHz 1 MyH, pa3om 3a40XHYAMCb. [JaBelwHMiA yKac CKOBa UX YneHbl. NUH meaneHHo, Kak
BO CHE, COTHY/ICS, 3aXMMas YLWM NagoHAMU. beperoHz, Kak pas pewuBWWA B3rAHYTb Ha PaBHUHY yepes
60MHMLY, 3aCTbI/1 C WMPOKO OTKPbITbIMK rnasamu. C Heba HaneTen 3HaKOMbIW yKe NedeHALWMA Bonb. ToNbKO
Tenepb OH 6bl1 HAMHOIO CU/IbHEE, M C/IbIWANacbk B HEM TaKas 37106a, 4To cepaue rotoso 6bl10 pPa3opPBaTbCA OT
cTpaxa.

BeperoHg, ¢ TpyZom nowesenmn rybamu. TONbKO CO BTOPOro pasa emy yAanocb BbIroBOpUTb: — CmoTpu!
CMOTpM Ke, Tam, BHU3Y, HA PaBHUHE, BUAMULLb?

MuH 6e3 BCAKON OXOTbl B3FAHY.

BHM3Y nerKan TymaHHbIi MMeneHHop. XOTA M HeACHO, HO paBHMHa bblia BMAHA OTClOAa MOYTU 4O CamMoro
AHayvHa. Ha nonnytu ot 6epera K Ffopoay 4To-To nponcxogmuno. OrpomHble, CTpalHble TeHW, HAMHOTO 6osbLue
0p/1a, HO MO BUAY HAaNOMMHABLUME KOPLUYHOB, HOCU/IMCL Tam B Bo3gyxe. MoneTt ux bbia 6bicTp 1 rposeH. MHoraa
OHW NPUBMKANNCL K CTEHAM Ha PacCTOSIHME BbICTPEA, B3MbIBa/IM BBEPX M KAMHEM Majanu K 3em/e.

MuH B yrKace npowenTan: — YepHole BcagHukn! — u TyT Ke 3akpuyan: — Hasrynbl B Bo3ayxe! CmoTpw,
BeperoHa, oHM oxoTATCA Ha uTo-To! MoCMOTpKW, Begb 3TO /04U Tam, Ha pPaBHWHeE, Noan Ha nowagax! Hasrynbl
bpocatoTca Ha HUX. WX Tam... 4eTBepo, HET NATEPO... ITO YKACHO! — BOCK/AMKHYA OH, U B OTYasiHUM 3aKpuyan: —
MHaanbe! MHAaanbd, nomoru!

N3 nopHebecbs XNecTHyn elle OAMH BOMJb, @ CKBO3b HEro, eABa CAbIWHO AOHeccs 3BYK pora,
060pBaBLINNCA HAa BbICOKOM, MPOTAXHOWN HOTe.

— @apamup! — Bckpmyan beperoHa. — 7o ero por!

OHun CMOTPENIN, 3aTanB AbIXaHUE. BugHo 6b|ﬂ0, YTO KOHU Tam, Ha paBHUHE O6E3YMEHM OT CTpaxa n C6p0CMJ’IM
cefoKoB. TONIbKO OAMH N3 HUX OCTaBasCcA B cegsie, NbiTaaCb C06paTb TOBBpVILLI,EVI.

—[Oa, ato ®apamup! — yBepeHHO BOCKAMKHYN BeperoHa, — OH ymeeT MpWKasbiBaTb M KOHAM U JIOAAM.
CmoTpwu! ITa TBapb NETUT NPAMO Ha Hero! [1a YTO Ke HUKTO He NOMOXKET MM! — ¢ aTUMK cnoBamu BouH cbexkan co
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CTeHbl M Bpocunca K Bopotam.
CnpATtaswuniica 66110 NOA KAKMM-TO BbICTYNOM [1H, YCTbIAMACA M BbIFAAHYA CHOBA.

Mo paBHMHe, HAaBCTpPeYy YeTBepbiM BOMHAM, Crelalmm K fopoay, CBepXbecTecTBeHHO 6bICTPO Myanacb
cepebpaHana 3Be3ga. Bokpyr Hee pasnmeanocb cnaboe cuaHve. OHa CAOBHO pacnapbiBana Tbmy, M Ta
pasAepruBanach B CTOPOHbI HA ee NMyTy.

—MHpanbd! — 3acmeanca u 3annakan MNuH.— MHAanbd! Hy, KOHeYHo, rge camoe MNeKno, TamM U OH.—
Bnepepn! — 3a0pan oH, CNOBHO Ha CKaykax pa3maxmsas pykamu, — snepea!

MpayHble TeHU, peaBLUMe B BO3AyXe, TOXKe 3aMeTuM mara. OfHa 13 HUX PBaHY/1acb K HEMY C BbICOTbl, HO OT
noaHATOM pyKn MaHAanbda el HaBCcTpedyy CBEPKHY/l OC/enuTesibHo-6enblit TOHKMIA nyd. TeHb OTNpAHyna C
YKaNOBHbIM KPMKOM. ITO 3aCTaBU/IO OCTa/bHbIX MPUOCTAHOBUTLCS B NOJIETE, @ MOTOM OHU, BCE BMECTe, PBaHy/IUCb
Ha BOCTOK W MCYE3/IM B HABUCLLMX Ty4ax.

Hag NeneHHOPCKOWN paBHMHOM YyTb NOCBETAENO.

Ob6a BCaAHUKa, mar u CNaceHHbIM UM, CTOANN pAaaoMm, nogxunaaa newnx BOMHOB. HaBCTpeqy nm n3 BOpOT
BblbexKana uenada tonna. Bmecrte ¢ Hel OHW BOLWIN B I'opo,a,. MuH 3aTtoponunnaca K Untagenu, NpPOoTasKNBaACb cpeaun
TE€X, KTO, KaK U OH, Ha6mo,u,an CO CTEH 3a npoucxogunsLinm.

CKopo Bnepean MNOC/AbILAANCE KPUKKU. Tam nosTopanan umeHa Papamupa v MutpaHaupa. 3amenbkanu
daKesnbl M B OKPYKEHUM MHOMMX Atogel nossuaucb oba BcagHuka. OT lMHAanbda 6onblie He Ayumacs
cepebpsaHbIi cBeT. Ha nue 3anernun cyposble TeHn, a benan ogexaa NomyTHeNa, CIOBHO onasieHHan apom. Ero
CMYTHWK B 3€1€HOM NAalle C TPYAOoM AepiKancs B ceane. CAyru NpMHANU KOHER, BCAAHMKM CNELnaANCb U MOLAN K
BopoTam Lintagenn. Mar waran TBepao v cnerka nogaepkusan dapamupa, nowwaTbiBaBLIEroca Ha xo4y oT 60u
n ycranoctu. MNUH, NPOTUCHYBWWCL BMepea, 3arifaHyn B AMLO TFOHAOPUY W OTWAaTHyACA. Bblio moxoxke, 4yTo
NepeKUTbIN y¥Kac HaBCeraa HaNoXuA nevyaTb Ha ropAble U NpeKpacHble YepTbl. B nepsbiii MOMeHT MHa nopasuio
€ro CX0ACTBO € 6paToM, HO BrIAAEBLWUCL, XOBBUT B3APOrHYA. — eMy MOKa3anoch, 4To nepes HUM AparopH. To e
Be/inuMe, oTONeCcK APeBHEN M Myapoi pacbl, HO He CTO/b ABHbIN M BbICOKUI, Kak Yy BpogsaxHUKa, 03apan 3To
nvuo. TMH BCMOMHWA, C KaKoW MNpegaHHOCTbIO FOBOPUA O CBOEM HauyanbHuKe bBeperoHa; Papamup 6bin
NPUPOXKAEHHbIN BOXK/b, 32 KOTOPbIM Nt060I Nowen 6bl B OrOHb U B BOAY.

MWH 3aKpuyan BmecTe C ocTasbHbiMM: — Gapamup!— n dapamup, yi0BMB cpean APYrMX To/0COB
HEe3HaKoOMbI No TeMbpy, OTbICKaA ero rnasamu.

Ha nuue BOMHa oTpasuiocb OrpoMHoe u3ymneHwe. OH warHyn K MuHy n cnpocun: — OTKyaa Bbl?
HeBbICOKAUK — BOWH LiuTagenun?

MHAanbg cnerka NoTaHyA ero 3a pykas. — OH npuexan co MHOMW. He byaem TepaTb BpeMeHM, Hac KayT. A Tbl,
nobesHbil NeperpuH, cnegyi 3a HamMK.

Yepes HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OHW BXOAUAU B MOKOW nNpaBuTens. CAyrn NocTaBUAKU TPU KPecsia BOKPYT }KapOBHMU C
yraamm, npuHecan BuHo. MNuH, cToa 3a Kpecsom [leHeTopa, 3abbin 06 ycTanocTu, KaAHO C/Aylas pacckas
dapamupa. NHOanbG NoHavany, Kasanocb, 3agpemasn. Ero He MHTEpecoBaan HU NepenBUKeHNA BOMCK Bpara, 3a
KOTOpbiMU cneann otpas Papamumpa, HW CTbIYKa C XOPOAPUMLLAMMU, HU ApYrMe Menovm NorpaHUYHoOM BOMHbI. Bee
3TO HE MMeJIO 3HaYEeHUSA B CPAaBHEHME C COObITUAMM BaXKHENLLMMU.

— A Tenepb A AOMKEH PACCKA3aTb KOE-YTO CTPAHHOE, — cKasan Papamup, U HEOKMAAHHO NOCMOTpPE B rnasa
MUHY. — 3TOT HEBbICOK/IMK — HE NEPBbIA, KOTOPOTO s BCTPEYalto.

|—3Hﬂ,a}'lb¢ pe3Ko BbINPAMMUICA, OT ero COH/IMBOCTU He OCTanocCb U cnea. JanHHbIe nanblbl KPEnKo onsienmu
NOONTOKOTHUKWM Kpechna. OH He NMPOPOHUN HN 3BYKa, HO 6pOCVII'I Ha MuHa Takomn B3rnapa, 4To y Toro 3actpan B ropne
roToBbIl copBaTbCA Bo3rnac. [leHeTop e, HanNpOTMB, He MPOABUA K CNOBaM CblHA HWUKAKOro MHTepeca, u
3a4yM4YnNBO KNUBHYN, CTIOBHO 3HaN 060 Bcem Hanepea.

B nonHol TUWKWHE, U3peaKa nornsabieas Ha MHaanbda u MuHa, Papamup pacckasbiBan o BcTpeye ¢ dpogo
n Camom B neuepe XaHHeT AHHYH. A TUH, Xonogea oT cTpaxa, CMOTPe/l Ha PyKM mMara, BLENnuBLUMECA B pesHoe
AepeBo Kpecna. OHWM MesIKo gporKann. MHaanbd, MHAanbd benbiii bbin BCTPEBOXKEH, UCMyraH aaxe!

ME)KAY TEM (DapaN\Mp POBHbLIM Fr0Z1IOCOM MPOAO0/1HKANI TOBOPUTb O TOM, KaK OH NPOCTUNCA C NYTHUKaMMU, 06 unx
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peweHnun natn K Knput Yurony. TyT BHAanbd He BblAepiKaa U BCKOUUA.

— Kunput YHron? — nepecnpocmn oH.— TaK, 3To gonanHa Mopryna... Bpems, ®apamup, Bpema! Korga bl
pacctanca ¢ HUMu? Korga oHM A0/KHbI AOCTUYb 3TOM NPOKAATON PaBHUHbI?

— fl NpocTUACA C HUMK ABa AHA Has3ad, — C/ierka yamsaeHHbIn oteetun Gapamup. — OTTyaa no npamoin Ao
MopryngyvHa nur nAaTHaguaTb, 3HaYUT, K KPenoCcTM MM He NonacTb paHblle CeroAHALHEro AHA. 4 NoHMMalo, Yero
Tbl 6ouWwbeA, MutpaHaup. Tbl Aymaellb, HeT /M CBA3U mexkay MpaKom, npullegluMm C BOCTOKAa, U Lenblo
nyTelecTBUA 3TUX HEBbICOKAMKOB? [lymato, YTO HeT, U BOT nodyemy. Mpak npuLlen nosaByepa u yske NpoLunoi
HOYbIO Becb UTnameH 6bin 3aTeMHeH. BuaHo, Bpar gaBHO 3agyman Hac/iaTb Ha Hac TbMy, M Yac 4414 3Toro 6bin
Ha3HayeH 3a40Aro nepes Tem, Kak MHe NPULLIOCh PAaccTaTbCs C HUMMN.

MHAanbg, coBeplIeHHO 3a6bIBLUIMCH, LUMPOKMM LLIArOM Mepua NOKOU B3aZ U Brepes,
— MNo3aBuyepa yTpom, — 6opmoTan oH. — Tpu AHA NyTu... [ae Tbl C HUMK paccTanca?

— OTcrofa A0 TOrO MecTa /UK ABaauaTtb NATb NO NPAMOM, — NPUKNHYA Papamup. — Ho A ewe 3axoamn Ha
octpoB Keup AHapoc. Hawun KoHM octaBanucb Ha Tom bepery. Koraa npuwen Mpak, 8 ¢ Tpema BCagHUKamu
nocKaKan ranonom K fopoay, a 0CTasbHbIX NOCAAN YCUAUTb OXpaHYy MOCTOB B OcrunmaTe, — OH B3rAHYA Ha OTUa, —
A NPaBWIbHO NocTynun?

—Tbl cnpawwuBaewb?! — HeOXMAAHHO BCKpuyan [eHeTop, cBepKas rnasamu.— 3ayem cnpawmsaTb? Tbl
KOMaHZ0Ban OTpAAOM, a CrpawmBaellb MeHA? Toraa noyemy Tbl He CMPOCU MOET0 MHEHUA O APYrnX TBOWX
nenax? Mou coseTbl Ana Tebs — HUUTO. fl e BUAen, Kak Tbl cMoTpen Ha MutpaHampa! BoT KTo AaBHO 3aBnagen
TBOMM cepALemM, BOT OT KOTo Tbl XAelb 0406peHna UamM HapekaHUiA CBOMM NoCTynKam!

[a, A ctap, HO U3 yma elle He BbBKWA. Cayx N 3peHue elle He MOoABOAAT MEHs, TakK 4YTO Tbl HanpacHo
cTapasca ymondaTb Koe o yem. MHe Begomo u 310. O, Kak He xBaTaeT MHe bopomupa ceityac!

— Ho ecnn Tebe He HpaBATCA MOM AENCTBUA, OTel, — caepyKaHHo oTeeTua Papamup, — A xoTen 6bl YCAbIWATb,
YTO B HUX He TaK? M noyemy Tbl HE CKa3a/ MHe, Yero xo4ellb, Nepes MOMM YXOA40M B pa3BeaKy?

— PasBe 3To ‘-ITO-HVI6YAb NM3MeHWNo 6bI? — l£|,EHeTO|I) noyTh Kpwudan. — A 3Hato TE6F{, 3Halo, 4YTO Tbl BCerga
XoTen 6bITb 6]'Ial'0p0,£l,HbIM 1 BEJIMKOAYLWHbIM, KaK ApeBHNE KOPO/N. Ho uto Xopouwo gna mnpa, He Bcerga roanTtca
AanAa BOMHbI. A Ha BOWMHe 3a AOGPOTV MOXHO MONAaTUTLCA KU3HbIO!

— [a byzet Tak! — BCKMHYB rosiosy, TBepAo oTeeTnn dapamup.

— fl 3Hato, — npoaonkan [leHeTop, — YTO paaum CBOE COBECTM Tbl NOMAELWb HAa CMepTb. Ho peyb He TONbKO O
Tebe, peyb MAET O KMU3HW TBOErO OTLA M TBOEro HapoAda. Tbl AO/KEH AyMaTb O HEM Tenepb, KOr4a HeT TBOEro
6para.

— 3HauuT, Tbl XOTEN 6bl BUAETb €ro Ha MOEM mecTe?

— [a, xoTen 6bl. OH 6bI1 BEPEH MHE, @ HE CBOEMY yuuTento-mary. OH He 3abbin Bbl 0 Hy»KZAax CBOEro Hapoaa
n ero npasutens. U yx ecnm cyabba gana 66l eMy B pyKM MOTYUMii fap, OH npuees bbl ero MHe.

dapamup Haxmypuaca. — OTew, UMeHHO Tbl Toraa ybeaun coset nociatb B MMnaapuc He meHs, a 6paTa. OH
OTNpPaBAAACA B MyTb C MOpPyYeHMeMm npasutens FroHaopa.

— Al He 3a6bln, — ckopbHO NpousHec [leHeTop, — M OT 3TOM OLWMBKK Yawa mos ele ropwe. Ecam 661 OHO
Nonano Ko MHe! — BCKMHYN OH PYKW, MOYTU He BRaaen CoboM.

— MNonHo, npaBuTenb, — ckasan MHAanbd. — bopomup ymep, 1 ymep aobnaectHo, aga noymet oH B mupe! Ho
He obobLalics, OH He npuBe3 bbl Tebe Toro, o Yem Tbl ceTyewb. OH ocTaBu 6bl Ero cebe, n No BO3BPALLEHUN Thbl
He y3Han 6bl cobCTBEHHOIO CbiHAa. OH TONbKO MPOTAHYA PYKM K HEMY M Naj, HO Naj C YecTbio.

B nuue [eHeTopa MPOCTYNWAa BbICOKOMEPHan XONOAHOCTb. — TaK, 3HauuT, Bopomup OKasancsa He CTo/b
NOKOpeH TBOEl BO/Ie? — BKPAAYMBO CNPOCUA OH. — TaK BOT, OH npuHec 6bl Ero mHe! Tol myap, MutpaHamp, Ho
TBOS MyZpOCTb — elle He Bce. M s roBopto Tebe: ecTb peweHne, cBo6oAHOE OT ryNnon CyeTbl U yXULPEHWUIA
Yyapogaees.

— B yem e oHOo cocTonT? — ocBegommaca MHAanbO.

— B Tom, uT0bbI M3beraTb KpaliHOCTEN. ECIM HENb3 MM BOCMO/Ib30BaThCA, TO YK BOBCE MYNO OTNPaBAATb
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Takoe HecueHHOe COKpoBuMLLEe NPSMO B nanbl Bpara, ga ewe nopy4yaTb ero HepasyMHOMY HEBbLICOK/IMKY, KaK 3TO
cAenan Tbl U BOT 3TOT MOW CbIH. 9TO HE MyApPOCTb, 3TO 6besymue!

MHAanbed 6bi1 camo cmupeHme. U ronoc ero npo3sByyan NouTUTENbHO M yapydYeHHO. — Kak e noctynua 6bl
Ha Halem mecTe MOoryyYuii U myapbii [leHetop?

— He Bnagan 6ol B KpaiHocTM! — pe3Kko oTBeTUA NpaBuTesb. — A HUKOrAa He noctaBuA b6bl cyabbbl HAPOLOB B
3aBMCMMOCTb OT 3Ton Bewwmn. Al coxpaHun 6bl Ero, HagexXHO yKpbiB OT Mtobbix rias. M Bocnonb3oBancs 6bl Um
TO/IbKO B CAaMOM KpalHem cinyvae AAA MOJSIHOM M OKOHYaTeNnbHOM nobeapl, NOc/ie KOTOPOM YXKe He BaxKHO, KaK
CNOXKUAUCH Bbl COBBITUA.

—Ho Kpome loHZOpa ecTb Apyrve AOAM, ApPYyrMe CTpaHbl, ApyrMe BPemeHa, — OCTOPOXKHO 3aMeTun
MHAaanbo.

—Ecnn ToHAop nageTt, — oTyeKkaHWn [eHeTop, — HUKaKMX OcTanbHbix He 6yaet! Jlexkun OHo ceivac B
noasemenbsx Lintagenn, mbl He TpACAUCL Bbl OT cTpaxa B 3Tom Mpake. Ecan Tbl Aymaellb, YTO 3TO UCKYLUEHUE He
No MHe, 3Ha4YUT, NJIOXO MeHA 3Haelb!

MHAanbd onAtb O6bin cammm cobBOM: CNOKOMHbIM, HaCcMeWMBbIM W yBepeHHbIM. — HeT [leHeTop, s He
posepsato Tebe. A nocne TBOMX €10B — M nofasBHO. Ecan 6b1 gosepan, OHo gasHo 6bl xpaHunock B FoHAOpPE, U
MHOKecTBa 3ab0T yganocb 6bl u3bexatb. HeT, npaBuTenb, A He AoBepsto U cebe, NO3TOMY MHE NPULLNOCH
OTKasaTbcA OT Hero gake Kak oT nogapKa. TBoel cunbl ewe xBaTtaeT, 4Tobbl BnageTtb cobon, Ho byab OHo 3aec,
b6yap OHo paxke norpebeHo nog tonuwen benbix Fop, — OHO nNoguMHWNO 6bl Tebs, BbIXKINO Obl TBOM pasym, u
Toraa... Torga byayuiee Hawe 6b110 Obl ele CTpallHee, Yem ceiyac.

Fnasa [JeHeTopa NblNanu rHEBOM, KOTAA BCTPETUIUCH CO B3rNA40M mara. MWH CHOBa OLLYTWU HanpsXKeHue
ABYX MOTYy4YMX BONb. Ka3anochk, UTO BO3AYX MeXAy HUMWU MOTPECKMBAET M U3 HEro CbINATCA UCKPbI. MWUH 3aTpsacca
B O’KMAaHMM CMepPTebHOro yaapa; Ho [leHeTop, Kak 1 B NepBblli pa3s, 0TBEA rnasa v B3aa cebs B pyKu.

— Ecnu 6bl1, ecnn 6bl... — npoBopyan oH. — Cnoeal Yto B HMX TonKy! OHO ywno Bo Mpak, 1 Mbl MOXKeM TONIbKO
AaTb, M TENepb y)Ke HeJo/ro. A noka Bce Bparv ogHoro Bpara gosmkHbl 6bITb BMecTe. Hagexaa v TBepaocTb
ewe Hy»XHbl Ham, xoTa 6bl gns TOro, 4tobbl ymepeTb AOCTOMHO, Koraa Hagexgbl bonblwe He 6yaeT,— OH
nosepHysica K ®apamupy, 1 Kak HM B Yem He 6bIBano, cnpocun: — YTo Tol gymaelb 06 o6opoHe Ocrunmnata?

— OHa cnaba, — oTBeyan ®apamup. — f nocnan Tyaa oTpsag us Utunmena.

— 9TOro Masno, — BeCKo cKkasan [eHeTop. — MepBblii yaap NPUAETCA MMEHHO Ty4a, U TamM HY»KeH TaflaHT/MBbIN
BOEHaYasIbHWK.

— Kak v Bo Bcex gpyrnx mecrax, — otossanca Papamup m Bctan. Ecam 6bl OH He yXBaTUACA 3a CNMHKY Kpecna,
TO ynan 6bl. — Paspewn MHe yaanuTbcs, oTel,

— [Oa, A By, Tbl ycTan. CKakan Aoaro v 6bICTPO, KaK A Cbllian, Aa ewe 3T 3/ble TeHU C Heba...
— He 6yaem roBopuTb 06 3TOM, — cKaszan Papamup.

— Xopouwlo, He byaem, — cornacuncsa OeHetop. — Man, oTabixali, NoKa MOXKHO. Ho 3aBTpa Tebe noHaaobutca
BCA TBOA CMNa.

MHAanbd n MUH ¢ pakenom B pyKe WAM AOMON. TONbKO KOr4a 3a HUMM 3aKpblnacb ABepb KOMHaTbI, MWH
cnpocun: — Kak Tbl Aymaellb, Hagexaa elle ectb? 1 npo ®poao, Hy, M NPO OCTaNbHbIX TOXKE...

HAanbd nackoBo nornaaun ero no ronose. — OcobeHHO 60/bLION HageXKAbl U paHblue He Obl0, passe
TONbKO Ha 4yydo... A Tenepb euwe Kuput YHrosa,— mar 3amosidan WU, noaonias K OKHy, [I0/r0 BrAsAblBajacA B
TeMHOoTy. — XoTen 6bl A 3HaTb, NoYemMy MMeHHO Tyaa? OTKpoBeHHO roBops, MNUH, Korga s ycablwan npo Knput
YHron, cepaue y meHsa ynaso. Ho Bce-TakM B TOM 4TO pacckasan Papamup, KpoeTca KaKas-TO HagerKaa.
OcobeHHo, ecaun Bpar Hayan BOWHyY, Koraa ®pogo 6bin ewe B nyTn. Tenepb OKo Bpara 6yaeT wapuTtb rae yrogHo,
HO He B CBOMX B/IAafEHUAX, TaM €My Heyero BbiICMATpMBaTb. fl AarKe OTClo4a YyBCTBYI, Kak OH cnewuTt. Emy
NPULLIOCh HayaTb paHblue, Yem OH npegnonaran. YTo-To notToponuno ero. Ho YTO? — OH HEHaAO/ro 3a4yMancs, a
NOTOM CKasan C ycmelKon: — MoKeT 6biTb, 3TO Oblno TBOe /060MNbITCTBO, HECMbILWeHbIW. CMOTpU, NATb AHEN
Hasag 6bin HM3NoXKeH CapymMaH, U Ham AOCTancs ero KameHb. [la, — BO3pasua oH cam cebe, — HO Mbl e He
MOXKeM Mcnonb3osaTb ManaHtump...
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Bapyr MHAaNbd pe3Ko BbINPAMUACA U BCKUHYA FON0BY:

— Ax, BOT oHO 4To! Kak ke A cpasy He nogyman! AparopH! Ero cpoku npubamkatorca. Cuabl U TBEPAOCTU eMy
He 3aHUMaTb. CMen, pewmnTeneH, CMOXKET PUCKHYTb, ecn Hago. [Ja, KoHeYHo!

M1H BO BCe rnasa, HUYEro He MOHMManA, CMOTPES, Kak HeobbluaHO OXKMBEHHbIM MHAaNbG WaraeT U3 yria
B Yron. A mar, mexay Tem, Npoao/ixKan:

— AparopH cmoTpen B ManaHTUp 1 nNokasan cebs Bpary. OH caenan 3To He CAy4aliHO, eMy HyXHo bbino... —
mar nocmoTpen Ha MrHa CNOBHO OYHYBLUMCH, — JlaAHO, — OH YCTaNo MaxHy/n PyKoM, — Mbl y3Haem 060 Bcem OT
PUCTaHUILLEB, €C/IM OHU He ono3aatoT,— Ao6aBun oH. — TAKeble AHU Ham npeacToAT. [dasait cnatb, MWH, NoKa
MOKHO.

—Ho... —Hayan 6b1n10 MUH.
[na3a mara noj, rycTbimm 6poBAMKN CBEPKHYAU.
— Y710 «HO»? — CNPOCKA OH. — XBaTUT Ha ceroaHs. [Jasai, cnpalunBai, HO TO/IbKO OAWMH BONpPOC.

— A npo Mopnyma, — ckasan MuH. — NMoyemy oHM BMecTe, noYyemy OH BeeT ux? U noyemy n dapamupy u tebe
He HPaBUTCA MECTO, KyZAa OH WX BEAeT?

— HaBepHoe He 3Halo, — Mokayan rosioBo mar,— Ho s 6bin yBepeH, yto Ppogo m Fopaymy npeacTout
BCTPETUTCA, KaK Obl 3Ta MX BCTpeYa He KoHumnacb. O Kpenoctu KupuT YHron ol aydwe monyu. CTpawHa He
KpenocTb, CTPaLHO NpeaaTebcTBO. A 3Ta Xa/lKaa TBapb C/IOBHO cO3A4aHa AnA Hero. MNpaBaa, uHorga bbiBaeT, YTo
3110 TBOPUT A06pPO, camo Toro He »Kenas. byab uto 6yaet. [lob6poit Houn, manbiw!

YTpo 6b1710 XMYpPbIM U TEMHbIM. OXKMBEHNE, CBA3aHHOE C NpubbiTnem Papamunpa, NOKUHYNO A04EN, U ANUA
CHOBA CTa/IM TPEBOXHbIMU U NOAABAEHHbBIMMU.

,D,EHeTOp co3Bas coseT. [oYTn BCe BOEHAYaNbHUKU CYMUTANMU, YTO CUA, AAXKe ANA OTpa*KeHnA nepBoro ygapa
HepocTaTtoyHo. Hapexkaa 6blna TONbKO Ha pVICTaHVIl\/'ILI,EB. [o nx npuxoaa Hy>»HO 6b110 CPOYHO YKpennATb CTEHbI.
,D,EHeTOp He XOoTen ocTaBNATb 6e3 605 HU I'IeneHHopa, HM MOCTOB Ha Peke.

— Ecnvm Bpar pewnt nepexogutb Peky, To TonbKo y Ocruamata, — ckasan oH. — Tak 6bIBafo M paHblue, Koraa
MOCTbI 3alumLLan bopomump.

dapamup, rnaga NpAmMo B r1asa OTUy, OTBeTMA: — PaHblue — Aa. Ho Npu TakMX OrpomHbIX cuaax Bpar moxer
no3soantb cebe noTepaTb y nepenpasbl LEefoe BOWCKO, a ANA HAc HeAONycTMMa Aayke noTtepa Hebonblioro
oTpaga... Ecnm oH Bce-Taku nepeiget Peky, 3awmutHukam Ocrnamara y»ke He npobutbes K Fopoay.

dapamupa nogaepkan Mmpaxuab. OH HAaNOMHMA, YTO PeKy MOXHO ¢opcupoBaTb M B APYrMX MecTax,
No3TOMY HeNb3s CTATMBaTb K OCrnamnaTy BCe CUbl.

— MoXeT 1 TaK, — C Aocafon oTBeTun [leHeTop, — HO A He oTaam 6e3 60a HM MeneHHop, HU Ocrunaunar, ecau
TONbKO HalAETCA KTO-TO, CNOCOHBHbLIN BbIMONHUTL MO BOIHO.

dapamup BcTan. — bopomupa HeT, oTew,. Ecv TakoB TBOM NpMKas, TO BMECTO Hero nonay s.

— [a, 370 Npu1Kas, — noAYePKHYTO Cyxo oTBeTnA [eHeTop.

— Mpowwavite, — nponsHec ®apammp. — ECIn MHe CyKAEHO BEPHYTLCSA, AymaliTe 060 MHe flyylie, oTell,.
— DTO 3aBMCUT O TOTO, KaK Tbl BEPHELbCA, — PE3KO CKasan [eHeTop.

MocnegHum, nepes cambim oTbesaom, ¢ Papammpom rosopun MNHAaNbLGD.

— Beperu ceba, — NO-CTapMKOBCKM NOBOPYAN Mar Hanocneaok. — Tbl elle byaelib HyXeH 34€eCb, U He TOJIbKO
KaK BOWH. A oTel, Teba nobuT, 310 A Tebe roBopto. M oH ele BCNOMHUT 06 aTom. Hy, npowtaii!

Y)Ke nog Beyep CO CTOPOHbl AHAYMHA Npumyanca roHeu. HepagocTHble BecT npuse3 OH. M3 MuHac
Mopryna BbicTynuao 6onbluoe BOMCKO, OHO NpubamkaeTca K Ocrnamaty. K Hemy npumKHyAM 6onbline oTpAsLbl
xopozpumues. — Bepet Boicko Koponb-lMpuspak, — B rnasax roHua 6unca ctpax. — Ykac nepenpasuiaca yepes
PeKy paHblUe, Yem ero BoMcKa.

3TMMM cnoBamM 3akoHumaca ana MNuHa TpeTuin aeHb npebbiBaHMA B [opoge. Mano KTo cnan B MuHac
TupuTe B 3Ty Houb. Hagexpga octaBuna cepaua. J/lioaM NoHWUMmanu, Yto aaxe dapamupy He yaactca A0Ar0O
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yAEp}KMBaTb MOCTbI.

Cneaylowmii feHb Ha4vanca Xy)e, Yem KOH4YMACA npeablaywmin. FoHubl cooblwmnum, 4to Boicka Bpara
nepewnun Peky, n ®apamup oTCTynaeT K cteHam lefeHHopa nepej CWUiamM, BAECATEPO NPEBOCXOAALMMM ero

oTpaa.

— Bparu nayT no nATam, — cKasan BECTHWUK, — OHM JOPOro 3annaTuM 3a Nepenpasy, HO BCE Ke MeHbLUEe, Yem
Mbl HaAeAnUCb. Y HUX BblaM TOTOBbI NAOTbI M IOAKK, U OHW WK, KaK Tydya. Ho cTpawHee Bcero — Koponb-Mpuspak.
Mpu ero NpubAVKEHUM Mano KTO ycTouT. [laxke cobCcTBEHHble BOMHbI CTOHYT MOJ, €ro PYKOM, HO BbIMO/HAA
NpWKas, roToBbI 3arpbi3Tb APYT Apyra.

— 3HauuT, NPULIO MO€E Bpemsa, — CKasan |_3H,£l,al'lbd) N TYT e YCKaKa/l Ha BOCTOK. MWH BCIO HOYb npocCToANn Ha
CTeHe, KyTaACb B Naall, U HeE CBOAA a3 C TEMHOIO rOpn30oHTa.

Ha pacceeTe co CTOpOHbI lMeneHHopa MOCAbLIWANACA FAYXOM POKOT U CTanu BUAHbI 6arpoBble BCMbIWKK.
TpeBOXKHbIl cMrHan Tpy6bl NPM3Ban BOMHOB Ha CTEHAX K OPYKUIO.

— CrteHa B3sTa! — Kpnyanu rae-1o. — OHM nayT!

C ropcTbto BCcagHUKoB nossuaca MHAanbd. OH CONPOBOXKAAN Lie/ylo BEPeHMLY NOBO30K C paHeHbiMK. Mar
Cpasy e NoAHANCA K [leHeTopy B BEPXHIOK KOMHaTy benoii bawHu. C npasutenem 6bin ToNbKo MuH.

— dapamup BepHyICa? — BMECTO NPUBETCTBUA cnpocua JeHeTtop.

— Het, — oTBETUAN Mar, — HO OH KMB. Bo BCAKOM ciiyyae, 6bla KUB, KOraa Mbl pacctanncb. OH caeprkuBaet
noaein, ytobbl OTCTyNNEeHWE He NPeBpPaTUAOCh B 6ercTBo. 3To He NPOCTO, NOTOMY UYTO MPULLEN TOT, KOro A boancs.

— Bpar? — Bckpuyan MnH, 3abbIBLLIMI OT CTPaxa CBOE MeCTO.

[JeHeTop paccmennca. — HeT ewe, fobpoiti NeperpyH. Bpar nosBuTcA To/IbKO B MUT nocsiegHel nobeabl. [lo
TEX Mop OH BOKET PyKaMu APYTuX.

— W camblit TPO3HbLIM M3 €ro BOXAEW Y¥Ke B3AJ HaAWMW JanbHUE YKPenaeHus, — cKasan MaHganbd,
BHMMATE/IbHO 1184a Ha [eHeTopa. — 3To ObIBWKIM KOpoab AHrMapa, BE/IMKUIA Yapoaen, HbiHe — nNpeasBoanTenb
pabos Konbua 1 meu yKaca B pyke CaypoHa.

— BOT AOCTOMHbIN NPOTUBHUK A1A Tebsa, MutpaHaup, — cnabo ycmexHynca [leHetop.
— fl 4aBHO 3HaN, KTO BeAeT BOMCKa. M 3TO BCe, UTO Tbl NPUHEC OTTYAA? — HACMELL/IMBO CNPOCKA OH.

nMHy CTano CTpawHo. OH HuKorga He Bugen raHﬂ,aﬂbd)a B rHeEBE, N eMy Ka3a/10Cb, YTO MOMEHT O/1A4 3TOro
HacTan. Ho oH owmnbes. Nonoc mara 3BYy4Ya/1 TaK e pOBHO.

— Ewe He Bpema McnbITbIBaTb Halwy cuay, — rosopun MHAanbd. — Ecan npaBanBO CTapuHHOE NpegaHue, To
3TOT BOXAb Hanget rnbenb He OT PyKN BOMHA. [Jaxke Myapenwnini U3 Mmygpbix HE 3HAET, YTO ero *KaeT. Bnpouem, K
aeny. A npubbln C paHEHbIMM, KOTOPbIX ele MOXHO ucuenntb. CTeHbl MeneHHopa pas3buTbl, K HUM NoaxoanT
nonunwa Mopaopa. Man Kenp AHapoc, 6exxeHubl 0TTyAa cTeKkatoTca K Nopoay. M3 MopaHHOHa BbIWAO elle 04HO
BOWCKO, OHO nepexoauT Peky cenyac. bonblie MHe U B CaMOM feJie HeYero coobuTb.

— FoBopaT, MutpaHaup, 4to Tebe NPUATHO NPUHOCUTL AypHble BecTU. Ho Ans meHA M 3TO — He HOBOCTb. A
3Halo TO, YTO 3Hato. Maem BHU3, MOCMOTPMM, YTO MOXKHO cAenaTb Ana 06opoHbl fopoaa.

K Beuepy nosBMAUCH NepBble rpynnbl OTCTynaslwmx. MHorue 6bliv paHeHbl. Ha TEMHOI paBHUHE 3aXKIUCb
KpacHble OroHbKK. Mx cTaHoBMAOCH Bee Honblue, 0cObeHHO BAOAbL foporu oT Ocruamata K fopogy. HakoHel, oHM
C/IMNINCB B CMJIOLLHYIO OTHEHHYHO PEKY.

B 3TO Bpems MosABWACA MOCAeHWUI OTPAA OTCTynaBWMX BOMHOB. OTpAA ABWraics OpPraHM30OBaHHO, HO
OTHEHHAs peKa AOroHsANa ero, rposs 3aTonuTb. TOrAa BOWHbI, MOBMHYACL YbEW-TO KOMAHZAE, OCTaHOBWUAWUCH U
pasBepHyANCb HAaBCTPeUy HaAaBMUraBLLEMYCA NOTOKY OrHel. M BOT TyT Hayanochb!

C Xpunabim peBoM, pasmaxmpas ¢aKenamu, Ha BOMHOB KUMHYAUCb OPKW, C dnaHra, oTpesas nyTb K
OTCTYMN/IEHWNIO, HAaNaAn XopPoAPUMLbI, N B AOBEpPLIEHME BCErO C TEMHOro Heba C AyliepasamMpalowmmmn BonasSMm
06pPYLWNANCH KpbliaTble Ha3rybl.

Opl’aHM3OBaHHOE OTCTyn/1IeHne CMEHUIOCb NaHUYECKUM 6erctsom. ogm 6p0C3/'II/I opyxXwune, Kpuya OT
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cTpaxa. Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT co cTeHbl Liutagenn 3anena Tpy6a, v BblAeTEBLUIMIA M3 BOPOT OTPAL BCaZHWKOB C
FPOMKMM Kanuem yaapua Ha Bparoe. Co CTEH MM OTBETUA APYrOW KAM4, a MOTOM — PagoCTHble KpuKW. B 6ol
BCTYNWAM pbilapu Jon AmpoTa, npeasoauTtenscteyemble Mmpaxunem. Ho Bnepeau Bcex CTpeMUTeNbHO feTen
6enblii cnALWKUIN BCagHMK. Jlyd ocnenmuTenbHOro cBeTa NopPoi BbipbliBasCA U3 €ro BO3AETON PYKMU.

Hasrynbl C BOMASIMKM, MOXOXMMM Ha OBMMKEHHOe KapKaHbe, B3MbIAM BBepX M ynertenun. bes csoero
npeaBoAuTeNA OHW He MOFAW ycToATb neped, 6enbim orHem. 3axBadeHHOEe BPachNoOX BOWCKO Mopryna He
BblAEP}Kano HaTUcKa u obpatunocb B bercteo. lpecnegosaTenu cTanu npeciegyembimun. Poluapn pybuam u
KOJIONIN C OXKEeCTOYEHMEM, U CKOPO MoJie MOKPbLIIOCL TPYNamu OPKOB M Ntogei, a Gakenbl WUneaum u racam ot
KpoBM.

CHoBa 3anena Tpyba, U oTpag Mmpaxuns TyT Ke NpekpaTun npecnefoBaHuve. Tenepb OH MNPUKpPbIBan
OTCTYN/IEHNE OTCTaBWMX BOMHOB. OHM NocTpouauch 1 Bowm B Fopog, B 6oeBom nopsaake. J/liloam npuBeTcTBoBav
WX, HO KPWKKM camu coboW CTUXNIM, KOTga BCce yBUAENW, YTo OT oTpsagda Papamupa ocTanacb efBa OAHA TPETb.
Camoro ero He 6b1710 BUAHO.

B Bopota Bxoauau pbidapy lon AMpoTa, onbAHEHHbIe ycnexom nepeoro 6os. Bcnepn 3a BcagHMKamm exan
Mmpaxunb. OH NpuKMMan K rpyan 6es)KuMsHeHHoe Teno cbiHa [leHeTopa. Koraa ucxon CXBaTKM YyKe pelunncs,
cny4vaitHoe Konbe cpasuno Papamupa, caeprKMBABLLIErO HEUCTOBbIX XOpoApuMLEB. TONbKO yaap pbiuapen Jon
AMpOTa cnac ero oT Meyemn, roToBbIX U3PyObUTb B KYCKM CIAaBHOTO BOUHA.

Umpaxunb npuHec ®apamupa B benyto balwHo 1 nonoxun K Horam leHetopa.
— Baw cbiH BepHy/icA, NOBeAUTE b, — HEFPOMKO CKa3as OH.

H,EHGTOD BCTan n O0aAro BCmatpuBanca B 6I'IeLI,HOG ango, O6paNU'IEHHOE MATKUMU Ky4pAMA. NMotom oH
NPWKasan yCTpouTb N0XKe 34eCb XKe, U YN0XKNUTb Ha HETro CDapaMMpa, a CaM MOAHANCA B BEPXHIOIO KOMHaTy bawHm.
MHormne sBngenu, 4to B 3Ty HOYb B OKHaX ee A0/r0 MesibKanu 6J'Ie,CI,HbIe orHun, notom noracaun. Korga AdeHetop
cnycTtnnca n cen y n3ronoBbAa n0xKa, 1ULO ero 6b1110 CTONb e MepTBEHHO 6/'Ie,CI,HbIM, KaKy paHeHHOro.

lfopopn 6bin B ocage. Beca paBHMHa [MeneHHopa 6blna 3anonHeHa BoMckamu Bpara. MocnegHue 6exeHubl
NPULLAN CO CTOPOHbI CEBEPHOM A0OPOrK, Ux npusen MHronba, TOT CaMblii, YTO BCErO NATb AHEN Has3ag roBOpuA C
MHAaanbdom m MnHom y cTeHbl lNeneHHopa. M3 ero cnos B [opoae y3HaAW, YTO C BOCTOKA NpOAO/KatoT
NoAXOAUTb HOBble MOAYULLA OPKOB M MtOAEN, AOPOrM Ha 3amag M Ha ceBep MepeKpbiTbl. ITa NOCAeAHAA BECTb
6blna ocobeHHO Taxkenoi. OHa 03Hayana, YTo PUCTAHUILbI HE NPOMAYT.

Bopota [opoga 6biaM Harnyxo 3akpbitbl. Co CTeH BWAHEANCb OECKOHeYHble LATPbl, YepHble U
6arpoBo-KpacHble, BNJIOTb 40 Camoit Peku.

MHOKeCTBO OPKOB, C/IOBHO MypaBbU, CYeTUAUCH HA PAaBHUHE, pOA Wean Ana 3awmTbl oT cTpen us fopoaa. K
CTeHam cTarnBanu bosnbline KaTanynbTbl. MNomewaTtb 3TOMy 6bl10 HeYem. 3aWMTHUKM HAZEeANCb TONbKO Ha
BbICOTY M KPEMOCTb CTEH, BO3BEAEHHbIX eLle B Te AHW, Korga cuia u uckycctso HymeHopa He 6binv 3abbiThl Ha
3emne NoHaopa.

Ho KaTanynbTbl M He NbITaIUCb COKPYLWMTb Henobegumble cTeHbl. C FPOMKUMKM BOMASMM, MPOTAMKHO CKPMNA
6710KaMmM, OPKKU CTaNM NOCbIIATb CHapAAbl NPAMO B He60. Ho yaMBAeHMe ropoxKaH TyT Xe pacceanocb. CHapaabl
CTa/N NajaTb B HUKHUX Apycax fopoaa. MHorve B3pbiBasnUCh U U3 HUX JieTeN OroHb. Hayanncb nokapbl. Ho oroHb
6bln He cambim cTpawHbiM. Cregom M3 KaTany/ibT MOJETeNU rofoBbl BOMHOB, NaBwux y Ocruamata v y cTeH
MeneHHopa. Bce oHWM 6biAM 3aKkNeMMeHbl HEYMCTbIM 3HAKOM OKa, MHOTMe M3YpPOLOBaHbl, /INLA WMCKaXKeHbl
npeacMepTHbIMM MyKamK. Fopo HanoHUACA naadvem. JTloam NPOKAMHAAN THYCHbIX BPAros.

Ho 6bino Yy TemHoro BnactennHa un ewe 6onee CTpawHoe, a raBHoe — 6onee HageXHoe OopyxKue: ronoa,
CTpax U OoT4HaAaHUe. Hag OCB)K,CI,GHHOVI KPENOCTbO NMOCTOAHHO KPYXWUNCb HA3ryJ/sibl, 1 X BONZIN CaMbIX OTBAXHbIX
3acTaBnANM Nagatb Hasemb. Ecam ke KOMY yA4aBa/ioCb YCTOATb, TO PYKU UX HE OEPHKANN OPYHKUE, MbIC/IU NYTATNCb
M ¥enaam OHU ToNbKo berctea u CMEpPTH.

Becb 3TOT CTpalwHbIi geHb apamup fexkan B Tex NoKosx benoit balwHK, Kyaa ero npuHecaun. OH Becb roper,
6peann, n BUAHO 6bl0, YTO KUTb EMY OCTaBaNOCb HeA0Aro. [leHeTop mMoiYa cuaen PagomM U CMOTPEN Ha CbiHa,
C/NIOBHO HMKaKoW ocaabl He 6b110, M fopoay He yrporKana cMepTeNbHaA OnacHOCTb. [Jaxe B naeHy y opkos MuHy
He MPUXOAMNOCL Tak KpyTo. lNpaBuTenb He oTnyckan ero, u MWH, NoAaBAAa CTpax, BMAEA, KaK 4Yac 3a 4acom
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MEHSANOCh CTapen, ero ANUOo. YTo-To CIOMWUIO ero ropayto Boto, U MUH He MOr CKa3aTb, YTO TeP3aeT ero CU/bHee:
CKop6b MK pacKkasHue.

Koraa Ha rnasax [leHeTopa BbICTynuan cnessbl, lNMH He BblaepKan.

—He nnaybTe, nosenuTenb, — npollenTan OH, 3anuHasacb.— MosKeT 6biTb OH euwe noaHumertca. Hapao
nocoseToBaTbCA ¢ MHAaNbOOM.

—fA He xouy 6o/siblie CAbIWATL O KOAAYHaX, — MpayHo oTBeTun [eHeTop.— Hawa 6e3ymHas Hagexaa
obmaHyna Hac, a cuia Bpara ymHoxuaacb. EMy Be4OMbI HalK MOMBIC/IbI, YTO 6bl Mbl HE NPeANPUHUMANK, Bce
obopaumBaeTca NpoTMB Hac. MocMoTpu, BOT A NOC/Aan cbiHa 6e3 cnos MpowaHus, 6e3 HanyTCcTBUA, HaBCTpPeYy
rmbenn, n BOT OH nepeso MHoMK. C HUM yracaeT Mol poa. Kak 6bl He 3aKoHYMIacb BOMHA, KpoBb [leHeTopa
NCCAKNA, U 3TO KOHeL, Bcemy.

B 370 Bpems u3-3a Aepeit NOC/AbIWAANCL F010Ca, 3BaBLUME NpaBuTens. [leHeTop BCTaa U FPOMKO CKasan: —
OcTaBbTe MeHsA. A fo/kKeH bbITb 34eCb, PALOM C CbiIHOM. MOXET, nepes, CMePTbIO OH CKaXKeT YTo-HMbyab. MycTb
060poHOMN pyKOBOAMUT KTO-HMOYAb Apyroi. XoTa 6bl aToT Cepbiit besymel, ¢ ero 6e3ymHoin Hagexkaoi. A octaHycb
34€chb.

Tak BO r/naBe 3aWMTHUKOB [opoga BcTan MHganbd. Tam, rge oH MNOABAAACA, K JOAAM BO3BpaLLanacb
HageKaa, CTpax nepes KpblaaTbiMu TeHIMU ucyesan. OH noseasnca vy LUutagenn, n y BopoT, 1 Ha cteHax. Ero
noBcloAy conpoBoXaan Mmpaxuib B CBOEW CBepKatlowen Konbuyyre. Bugs ux, niogy roBopuan: — 3TO BOXKAM
APEeBHMX BpeMeH. 3To poamnum 3/1b$poB! — HO CTOMNIO UM YITU, KaK CTPax CHOBA OBJ/IaAeBas CEPALAMM NtOAEN.

Hactana Hoyb. EAMHCTBEHHBIM CBETOM B Hen BblNn OTHU BPaXXeCKNX KOCTPOB Ha paBHUHE Y NOOHOXXNA CTEH.

K ABepsam npaBuTeNa CHOBa NPULLAN KOMaHAMPbI 0TPAA0B. OHM BbIAKN TaK HAacToMYMBSI, YTO MMHY NPULLIOCH
BNYCTUTb UX. [leHeTOp MOAYa NOBEPHY/ICA K ABEPAM.

OAavH 13 BOMHOB BbICTYNWA BNepes 1 cKasan: — Mbl }Kaem Bawunx anKa3aHm71, npaBuUTeb. HUXKHWI Apyc
fopopa B orHe. Jlloan NOKNAAKOT CTeHbl, HE BCe XOTAT NoBMHOBATbCcA MutpaHgmpy.

— Kakux npuKasaHuii Bbl XAeTe OT MeHA? — MegJsleHHO nporoBopwn [eHetop.— He Bce an paBHoO, rae
cropeTb? Bo3BpalyaliTecb B CBOM KOCTEP, a Yy MeHsA Bnepeau — cBoi. Y [leHeTopa, v ero cbiHa He byaeT Moru, ux
3aMeHUT OroHb. Tak 6blJ1I0 40 TOrO, Kak C 3anafa npuwen nepsbliii Kopabnb, Tak byaeT v Tenepb, Koraa 3anag
rmbHet. Bo3Bpalualitecb B Koctep!

BouHbI BbIWM 63 NOK/AOHa 1 HaXMypusLNCb.

JeHeTop oTnycTna pyKy dapamupa, BCTan M 4OATO CMOTPEN Ha cbiHa. MWH ¢ Tpyaom pa3obpan ero ciosa: —
OH roput! OH y»e roput!

MNotom OH nogowen K X066VITy 1, NONN0XKUB PYKY Ha NaeYvo, B3rNAHYA B rn1a3a.

— Mpowwai! — nponsHec oH pasmepeHHo, — Npowali MNeperpuH, cbiH ManagmHa. Heaonro cayXuna Tl MHe,
cerogHs TBoA Cay*Kba KoHunnacb. CTynai n ympu Kak xouyewsb. MorKelb UATU K CBOEMY HEPA3yMHOMY NPUATENIO,
3TO OH NpuBen Teba K rmbenn. MNpuwnu ctoga moux cayr. Mpowwaii!

MUH CKAOHMA KOMEHO.— A A He NpOLLAoCh C BamMM, NOBeAUTENb! — AEP3KO CKasan OH, MOTOM BCKOYMA Ha
HOMM M NOCMOTPen MpAMo B rnasa [leHeTopy.— Bbl mpaBbl, MHE HY)KHO MoBuMAaTb 3HAaNbda. HanpacHo Bbl
cYMTaeTe ero HepasymMHbiM. Pasyma emy XBaTWUT Ha Becb 3TOT [opoA M ele ocTtaHeTca. M moKa oH He noTepsan
Hajeay, A ToXe He 6yay AymaTb O CMepTU. XOTb Bbl U OCBOBOXKAAeTe MeHA OT CAyKb6bl, A-TO He Xouy 6bITb
cBO6OAHBIM OT CBOEN KnaTebl. ECM Bparam cy»KaeHo BopBaTbcs B LiuTaaens, a Hagetocb 6biTb C Bamu pagom 4o
KOHL, M 3aCNY}KUTb OPYKMe, NONYYEHHOE M3 BaLLUX PYK.

B Hauane ero cnoB B rnasax [leHeTopa MesIbKHY/I0 JIeTKoe yAMB/EHUE, HO TyT ¥Ke Moraciio U CMeHW/I0Cb
yCTanbim paBHogylwmem. — MocTynai Kak xoyewsb, MNeperpuH, — TMXO OTBETWUA OH. — MO#A KU3Hb OKOH4YeHa. Nau
Tenepb M NO30BU C/YT, — OH CN1abo MaxHy/1 PyKOW U CHOBa cen y ioxa Papamumpa.

B nokowu BowAu wectepo pocabix cayr. leHeTop yAMBUA NX, KPOTKMM rON0COM NOMPOCUB YKPbITb Papamumpa
W NOAHATb ero BmecTe ¢ noxem. CcyTy/NMBLWIMCL, ONMPaAcb Ha Mocox, [leHeTop Bbiwen, CAefoM CYyrM Hecu
®apamupa, 33 HAMM wen MnH.

MepafieHHO, Kak Ha MOXOPOHax, OHW MOKUHYAW benyio bBalHI0O M OKYHYAUCb BO MpaK, O3apaembli
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6arpoBbIMM OTCBETaMM MOXKAPOB, MEAJIEHHO NEepecekin ABOP WM MOCTOAAN Nepes 3acoXWUM AepeBoM. 3aTem,
BblAA U3 BOPOT 3Be3gHON LiMTazenun, HanpaBuancb B LIECTOM aApyc. 34ecb Haxoaunocb Mecto YcnokoeHusa —
ycbinanbHULA Koposel u npasutenen NoHaopa. Bcnen 3a npoueccueli MuH Bowen B 60bLLON cBOAYaTbIN 3an. B
HeM pPsAZaMU CTOAIN HEBLICOKME KaMeHHbIe NMOCTaMeHTbl. Ha KarKaom 13 HUX NoKounacb GUrypa co CAoKEHHbIMM
Ha rpyau pykamu. bBamxkalilmii K BbIXxo4y MOCTamMeHT 6bls1 NycT. Ha Hero, No 3HaKy npaBuTens, cayrm onyctuam
dapamupa. [leHeTop NOAHANCS NO CTYNEHAM U Ier PAAOM C CbIHOM. X HaKpblX O4HUM MOKPbIBAOM.

—34ecb mbl 6yaem KaaTb, — TUXO NpoLUesiecTen rofoc npasutens. — banbsammnposaHua He 6yaer. BoT moit
nociaesHWI NPUKa3: NpuHecuTe NobobLLE CYXMX APOB U C/I0XKMTE BOKPYT. 3To BCe. MpoLaiiTe.

MWH He Mmor 60/blie BbIHOCWUTL 3TOMO YMKACHOTO 3penuiua, U Bbibexan u3 obutenn cmepTtu. — begHbil
dapamup! — TBepANN OH. — Ero 1e4nTb HY)KHO, @ He OnnakMBaTb. beaHbIi Papamup! — BHE3AMHO OH OCTAHOBMICA
W XN0onHyAn cebs no nby. — Heyero npnuuntatb! — NPUKPUKHYA OH cam Ha cebsa. — Hago Hantu MNHaanbda.

MuH 06epHYACA K Cnyram, 3aKpblBaBWMM 33 HUM ABepun. — CywaiiTe, — TOPONIMBO CKa3an OH, — He cnewuTe
BbIMNOAHATbL NPUKa3bl Npasutensa. OH He B cebe. Moka Papamup k1B, He aenaiite Huuero. Mogoxaunte MHAaNbda.

— Pa3Be B MuHac TupuTe npukasbiBaeT He npasutenb [eHetop, a Cepbli BoawebHUK? — yrproMo cnpocun
CTapLwuit U3 cayr.

— Wnn Cepbit BonwebHUK, unn HuKTo! — otpesan MuH, u nomyanca B Nopoga,

BopoTa Uutagenn oxpaHsn beperoHa. YeuzesB xob6uTa, OH KaZHO CTan paccnpawuneatb O TOM, YTO
Aenaetca B Uutagenn. MuH cooblumn emy TobKo, 4To Papamup no npukasy NpaBuTesia OTHECEH B YCbINaibHULLY.

beperoHA, HU3KO ONyCTUA FONI0BY, CKPbIBaA cie3bl. — [OBOPWUIM, YTO OH YMMPAET, — NPOB6OPMOTaN OH, — a OH
yKe ymenp...

— [a HeT, — ¢ f0caaon BOCKAMKHYA MWH, — OH KMB M €ro MOXKHO CNacTW, HO Ball NPaBWUTE/b Naja pPaHblue
cBoero ropoaa. OH AnWnAcA paccyaka, noHMMmaelwb? MHe Hy»eH MBHaanbd. Kak ero Hattun?

— OH Tam, Ha cTeHax. Mwm ero B camoli ryuue.

—NapHo. A ceituac nobery 3a HUM, HO Npowly Tebs, beperoHa, OCTaHOBM NpPaBUTENA, ECIN MOXKeLb. MHaye
OH ybbeT dapamupa.

— Ho 2 He mory NoKMHyTb NocT 6e3 npuKasa, — pactepanca beperoHa.

MUH YyTb He NAOHYA C gocadpl. — Bbibupaii: uam npuKkas, nam KusHo ®apamupal A xe ckasan: npasutens
cowen c yma! Al yxoxy, MHe HeKkorga. Ecam cmory, BepHycb, — M OH nobexkan K Bopotam. BcTpeuHsble, yBuaes ero
nnaw, BonHa Llnutagenu, oknmMkanm ero, 4tobbl paccnpocuTb o 340poBbe ®apamupa, HO OH, He oTBevas, npoberan
MMUMO. BOT yiKe CTanun BUAHbI A3bIKK NAamMeHu, Nbliaswero 3a Bopotamu.

Ho MuHa nopasunia TUWKHaA. Bce coBHO 3amepsio. B 3Tol TUWMHE BAPYT NMOC/LILLANCA TAMXKENbIA, TyX0M
yZap, v BCaed 33 HUM — yKacHblii Bonsb. OT CcTpaxa M HEOXKUAAHHOCTU Y MMHa NOAKOCMINCL HOTU, HO OH BCE Ke
060rHyN NOC/AeAHWUI YO, U TYT OCTAHOBUACA KaK BKOMAHHbIW. MNepes HUM bbina npuBpaTHas naowasb. NHaanbd
6bln 34€Cb, HO BMECTO TOro, YTOBbl OKMKHYTL €ro, MUH MoaYa OTCTYNWA U NPUTANUIICS B TEHMU.

Yto e npoucxoguno nepes BopoTamu B TOT yac, Korga [eHeTop, 3abbiB o [opoae, oTAaBan ceBou
nocnegHve npukasbl?

Bparu atakoBanu 6ecnpepbliBHo. [pemenn 6apabaHbl, K Heby pBanocb barposoe naams. Ho B3rnaapl Bcex
3aLMTHMKOB 6bIM MPUKOBAHbI K CAMOMY CTPaLIHOMY: OFPOMHbIE, YepHble 3BePU, NOXOXKME OAHOBPEMEHHO M Ha
6bIKOB M Ha MeaBeAei, B OKPYKEHMM COTEH CBMPEMbIX OPKOB M TPoAel, BbICTPOo TalmMAn K BopoTam HEBUAAHHOM
BE/IMYMHbI TapaH. ITo 6bl1 MOTy4YMit CTODYTOBbIV CTBON AepeBa, OKOBaHHbIM YepHO cTanblo. Ero nepeaHuii Toped,
6bln M3roToBJEH B BWAE TONOBbl CBUPEMNOr0 BOJIKA C HAMIOXKEHHbIMU PA3PYLIUTENbHLIMKU 3aKNATbAMMU. OH
npubanKanca HeoTBpaTMmo. CTpesibl He MOT/IM OCTAHOBWUTL HU CTPALLHbIX 3BEPei, HU OPKOB. 3aLUMUTHUKK Bblau
TaK MOr/NOWeHbl BUAOM TapaHa, YTO He Cpasy 3amMeTUAM MO33aAM Hero Moryyero MpayHoro BCagHWKa B YePHOM
nnawe. BcagHMK OCTaHOBUA KOHA ¥ B3MaXHY AAMHHBIM MEYOM, UCNYCKaBwnm biegHoe mepuaHue. BoaHa yxkaca
NNeCcHYNa Ha CTeHbl, 3aCTaBMB CMOJIKHYTb r0/10Ca U OMYCTUTLCA PYKU.

YepHbin Mpeasoautenb MPUBCTAN Ha CTPEMEHAX, M Hajg PaBHMHOM TPOEKpaTHO MNPO3ByYano ApesHee
3aKNMHaHWe. HM KaMHW, HU Nloan He B cuiax 6blan NPoTUBOCTOATL emy. Tpukapl yaapun B BopoTa Tapah;
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MPOCTPaAHCTBO MexAay 3emnen M Hebom NPOHW3ana MOMHUA, U C TPeTbMM yaapom Bopota pyxHyau rpygown
0610MKOB. MMeHHO 3TOT nocieaHuii yaap v cabiwan Mud. MNpeasoamTtens Hasrynos, a 370 6bl1 UMEHHO OH, —
OrpoMHas yepHaa TeHb B Opeosie yXaca M OT4asHMUA — Bbexan B MpPosom. Yepes mMrHoseHue naolladb nepeq,
BopoTtamu 6bina nycra. /lioam 6exanu, aaske He AyMas O TOM, UTo beryT.

MNocpeau nnowaan Kopons-fpuspaka xaan MHaanbe. bennasop nog HUM 6bin NOXOX Ha MpamopHoe
n3BasHWe. HeTtoponameo exaBlmii YepHblld BcagHWK yaapuaca, C10BHO O CTEHY, O 3BYYHbIN FON0C Mara.

— OctaHoBucb! Tebe He maHO BOWTU cloga. Bosspalwaics B 6e3aHy, oTkyaa npuwen. Y 1eba u TBOEro
X03fiMHa HeT byayuiero B 3Tom mupe. Yxoam!

YepHbli BcagHWK OTKMHYN KantowoH naauwia. barposbie OTCBETbI 3aMrpasn Ha ero cTasbHOM KopoHe. Ho
KOpOHa BeHYana nyctoty! HeBnaumblii poT paspasnica MepTBbIM CMEXOM.

— Crapbint rnyneu! — pasgancs Bcneg 3a TeM HU3KKUI ronoc. — 9To M_o_ 1 Yac! Tbl He y3Haelb CMepTb, AaKe
Korga oHa nepeg To6ol. Tbl ympelwb HanpacHo! — BcagHUK B3MaxHYy/N MeYOM; MO NIE3BUIO KAMHKA CTPYUIUCH
BOJIHbI XO/I04HOTO NJaMeHMU.

OpaHaKko MHaanbd He WwesenbHYACA. B 3TOT camblii MUT rae-To AaneKko, B cepaue fopoaa, 380HKMM U ACHbBIM
ronocom 3anen neTyx. [N Hero He CyL,EecTBOBa0 HWU BOWMHbI, HW APEeBHEN MarMm, HO OH YyBCTBOBA/l TaM, BbICOKO
B Hebecax, BcTalollee Hag TeHbo CMEPTH YTPO.

KpVIK €ro He ycnen 3amepeTb B BO34yXe, KaK BAOa/IN emy CTpOﬁHO M TPO3HO OTO3Ba/INCb 6oesble pora, n
TeMHble CKNOHbI benbix I'op 3XOM OTpPa3nInN NUX 3BYKMU. 370 6bINK pora nepeaosoro oTpAaaa pMCTaHMﬁLLeB.
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5. IEJIEHHOPCKAA BUTBA

ATakoi Ha FoHAOpP PYKOBOAM/ He NMPOCTON NpeaBoAMTENb OPKOB. TbMa MCUYE3NA CAULIKOM PaHO, A0 CPOKa,
HasHayeHHoro TemHbIM Bnagblkoi, yaaya M3MeHMNa NPeaBOAMTENO B TOT CAMbIl MUT, KOTAa OH Y¥Ke NPOTAHYA 33
Hel pyKy. Ho pyKa 6bl1a AAMHHOW U cubHOM. Moa ero Hayanom 6biN10 OrpoMHoe BoMCKO. ITo 6bin Koponb, Chyra
Konbua, MNpeasoauTtens Hasrynos. [la, OH NOKMHYA BopoTa, Mcyes, HO 411 HEero 3To He 6bI10 NOpaXKeHMem, a ANs
3alLUTHUKOB — nobeaon.

TeoaeH PUCTaHMICKNIA cBepPHYA K [OpoAy, OT KOTOPOro ero otaensno He 6onbwe Anrn. OH Npuaepxunsan
KOHSA. PbiLlapy cobpanunck BOKpPYr Hero, ¢ HUMM bbin oHbIN [epHxenom. Bnepeam, 6aunke K cteHam fopoga, oTpag,
dnbdxenbma rpoMma ocagHble MAWWHbI U UCTPebAAN BParoB, 3aroHAs MX B AMbl, NOJIHble OrHA. Bca ceBepHas
YacTb MeneHHopa 6bina 3axBayeHa BcagHWKamMu, WaTpbl OPKOB Mbl1aaW, a caMy OHM bexkanu, cnacasch, K Peke.
Ho ocaza euie He bblia cHATa, BopoTa He 0CcBOGOKAEHbI U B OXKHOW YacTu NOJAIA CTOAIM CBEXKME CUAbl Bpara. Mo
Ty CTOPOHY Z0porM cobupanucb BOMCKA Xopoapumues. Mx npeasoauTens 3ametun TeofeHa, BbipBaBLUEroca
JaneKko Bnepes C HEMHOTMMM PUCTAHUIALAMM; OH NOAHAN 3HAMSA C YEPHbIM 3MEEM Ha KPAaCHOM MoJie U KMHY/ICA
Ha npasuTens PucrtaHuu.

TeoaeH TOXKe 3aMeTU/ ero U pBaHy/ica HascTpedy. CeBepHble U 10MKHble BCAAHMKN CLUMBANUCH B APOCTHOM
CXBaTKe, HO CeBepsiH, XOTb U He CTO/Ib MHOFOYMUCAEHHble, Bblin Bosee UCKYCHbl B BUTBE N BbICTPO YHUUTOXUAN
oTpAA 13 Xapaaa. A TeogeH oAHMM B3MaxOM Meya paccek Mx NpeasoauTens U ero samenmHoe 3Hama. Yuenesiume
tOXKaHe NOBEepPHY/NCH BCMATb U 6exanu.

Ho sapyr 6neck 30n0T0ro wuta TeoaeHa nNoTyckHen. Heb6o nomepKkno, Ha 3emto ynana TeHb. KOHM Hayanm
XpaneTb 1 B3BMBATbCA Ha Abl6bl, cbpacbiBan BCaAHNKOB.

— Ko mHe! Ko mHe! — Bckpuuan TeogeH. — He 6oiitech TeHM! — HO ero KoHb, C/I0BHO 06e3ymeB NoAHANCA Ha
Abl6bl, 336UN B BO34yXe KOMbITaMM, U 3axpanes, rPAHYACA 03eMb: U3 TPyAM Y HEro TOpYaio YepHoe Konbe. MNagas,
OH C pasmaxy npugasun coboto TeogeHa.

OrpomHasa TeHb, nogobHaa Tyde, onyckanacb Ha 3emio. ITO BbINO KpblaaToe 4YyAoBMLLE, NMOXOXKee Ha
WCMOMIMHCKYIO NTULy 6e3 manenilero npusHaka nepbes, KOXMUCTblE KPblabfA, PacTAHYTble MexAay AJAVHHbIMU,
KOITUCTbIMU flanamMu M34aBasiv YXKacHbl cmpas. ITo 6bl10 NOpoXKAeHNe APEeBHEro mupa, NTeHel, nocaeaHero,
3abbiToro BpemeHem BbIBOAKa, POAMUBLIETOCA rAe-TO B 3aTePAHHbIX FOPHbIX Aebpax. TemHbIn Bnaabika oTbicKan
3TOT BbIBOAOK WU KOPMW/ Mafafbio, MOKa AETeHbIWM He CTann KpynHee Ntoboro Apyroro netyyero cosgaHus.
MoToM OH Aan X BMECTO KOHel CBOMM cayram.

CTpalwHoe CyLLecTBO CMyCKanoCb Kpyramu BCE HUMKe, MOTOM PacTOMbIPMB Manbl, BbITHYB AANHHYIO, FONYIO
e, pa3eBas YCaXKeHHbIM OCTPbIMKU 3y6amMu K/OB, YyA,0BULLE CEMO U, KAYHYBLUWCH, YTHE3AMNOCH Ha TPYMEe KOHS.

Ha ero cnuHe cugen BCagHWK, OFPOMHbIA M TPO3HbIW, 3aKyTaHHbIM B YepHbli naau,. *KenesHas KOpoHa
BEHYasla ero, HO MexAay KOPOHOM M NAawom Obll TONbKO MpPaK M MepTBEHHbIM 61eck rnas. 310 6bin
npeaBoauTeNb HasrynoB. McyesHyB oT BoOpoT, OH BepHyacAa Mo BO34yXy, a Temnepb CNycTWcs, Heca rubens,
npespaLLan Hagexay B oTyasaHue, nobesy B CMePTb. B pyKe OH AeprKan KenesHyw nanuuy.

Bce pbluapu, conpoBoxaaswue TeoaeHa, bblan anbo ybutbl, AMB6O yHeceHbl 06e3yMeBLUMMWU KOHAMM.
Tonbko [lepHxenbm, Ybsa BEPHOCTb MPEBbIWAna CTpax, ocTanaca Ha mecTe. Bce aTo Bpema Meppwu 6e3onacHo cugen
no3agm Hero, HO Korza Ha 3emJ1t0 nasa TeHb, KOHb COPOCUI UX 060UX U yMYanca B yxKace. Meppu ynan u bbicTpo
OTMOA3 HA KapayKax, OrNyLWeHHbIN U OC/IENIEHHbIN CTPAXOM.

— BcTaHb! — BctaHb! — TBepamn oH cebe. — Tbl ke gosxKeH 6biTb Npu TeogeHe. «Kak oTeu, byaete Bbl Ann
MEHS» — Tbl )K€ CaM 3TO CKasan, — HO BoaA 6blna 6eccunbHa. OH He OCMENMBAJICA AaxKe OTKPbITb r1as U
ornageTbes.

MoTom eMy NocAbIWancs ronoc [lepHxenbma, CTPaHHO NMOXOXKWUIA HA APYroi, o4eHb 3HaKOMbIN emy. — Mpoub,
HEYMCTbIN CbiH MpaKa, NoXxunpartenb nagann! OctaBb MepTBbIX B NoKoe!

W apyroit ronoc, NosiHbIA X0N10AHOM 3106bl, CBapAMBO BO3pasua: — He CTaHOBUCb MeXKAy Ha3ry/om U ero
[o6blveit, ympewsb. A yHecy Teba Tyaa, rae TBO NAOTb COXKPYT, a AyLWy OTAaAYT BO BAAcTb beccoHHoro OKa.

JIA3rHYN med, BbIXBAYEHHbIN U3 HOMeH. — YTo K, nonpobyi, ecnn cmoxkelb! A A, ecan cmory, nomeLao
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Tebe!
— Momewaewb mHe? Tnynew! H1 0gMH BOMH He MOXeT nomellaTb MHe!

N 1yT [lepHxenbm 3acmesanca v B ero rosoce 6bia 380H cTann. — Ho A He BoumH. MNepen Tob6ol *KeHwmHa! A
J0BMH, A04b DOMYyHAA. He CTaHOBMCb MeXAYy MHOK U MOMM poaudem mn nosenautenem! Tol He 3abbin gpeBHee
npeackasaHue? Tak yxogu! Byapb Tbl XMBOI MAW TONBKO OXMBLLMIA, MPUKOCHUCH K HEMY — U NOTMOHELb.

KpbliaToe 4yy0BuLLE HEOXKMAAHHO TOHKUM M MPOTUBHbIM FOI0COM 33aKPMYao Ha Hee, HO YepHblii BcagHuK
MOJIYa/I, Ka3anocb, rNMyboKo 03adaueHHbIi ycabiwaHHbiM. OT usymaeHusa Meppw 3abbin cTpax v OTKpbIA r1asa. B
HECKO/IbKUX Liarax oT Hero CMAeNo YyAOBWLLE, BOKPYT HEro PAacnpOCTPAHANCA MPaK, Hag HUM TPO3HOW TeHbIo
BO3BbICU/ICA Ha3ry/a. HemHoro nesee, 06paTtacb NLLOM K HEMY, CTOA/ TOT, KOToporo Meppw 3Ban [epHXelbMOM,
HO Ternepb LW/iem ynasa C ro/0Bbl BOMHA, 0CBOHOAMB 30/10TO BOJIOC, PAcCbiNaBLMXcsA no naedam. Cepble Kak mope
rnasa CMOTPeNuM TBepAo M rHeBHO. B 04HOM pyKe BOMH CXMMan med, B APYroi — LWMT, KOTOPbIM 3aC/IOHAACA OT
B3r/i1A4a CTpaLHoro spara.

[a, 310 6bl1a d0BMH. Meppu BCMOMHMUA, Kak OHa cToana B CeBepHol JlowmHe, NpeKkpacHas, Ho noTepsAsLUan
HaZexXay M pagocTb Ku3HKU. Cepaue xob66UTa HAMOAHUAOCH KANOCTblO M BOCXULLEHMEM, U B HEM MPOCHY/aCb
mepaunTenbHaa oTeara ero naemeHu. OH NPUNOAHANCA U, CTUCHYB PYKM, npowentan: — OHa He ympeT! Takas
npekpacHas, Takaa nevanbHas... [lo KpaliHelh mepe, OHa yMmpeT He oaHa!

YepHblii BcagHUK He 3amevan ero, a Meppw Bce He pellancs ABWMHYTbCA, YTobbl He NMpuB/ieYb Ha cebs
ryéutensHoli B3rnag,. MNotom, odeHb mMea/leHHO Haya/n OTMnoAn3aTb B CTOPOHY. Ho Boxkab-Mpuspak Bce gyman o
YKEeHLLMHe, CToABLUEW Npes, HAM U 0 ApeBHEM NpeacKasaHuu.

BApyr KpbliaToe YyaoBuLLE B3MAXHY/10 CBOMMM 3/10BOHHBIMM KPbI/IbSMM, MPSHY/I0 B BO34YX M PUHY/IOCH Ha
30BMH, KpMYa 1 CTapanch YAapuUTb ee KA0BOM.

J0BMH He ApOrHyna: oHa bblna UCTUHHOM AoYepblo PUCTaHMU, TOHKON U CTPOMHOM KaK CTa/IbHOM KAMHOK U
TaKOM e rmbkon n ynpyroit. Ee yaap 6611 MOSIHUEHOCHBIM U CMePTE/IbHbIM: OH 0BPYLUMACA HA BbITAHYTYIO LWEO U
OHa ynana Kak KameHb. JOBWH OTCKOYMA Haszag M obesrnaBneHHOe Yy[0BULLE, PACKMHYB OFPOMHbIE KPbl/bs,
PYXHY/I0 Ha 3eMJ110. B TOT }Ke MU MpaK ncyes, U BOAOCblI D0BUH 3ab1ecTenin Ha CoJHLLE.

Ho YepHblit BcagHWK yKe CTOAN nepes, Heto, OrPOMHbIV M rpo3HblA. Co 3/106HbIM KPUKOM, HECTEPNMMbIM
AN CNyXa, OH HaHec yaap naavuei. LWMT D0BUH pasneTescs, pyKa, AeprKaBlias ero, nepesioMmnaacb, U cama oHa
3allaTasacb U ynana Ha KoneHu. Torga BcafHWMK HaBUC Hag, Hel Kak Tyda M BHOBb B3MaxHy/ Manuuein, ytobbl
HaHecTV nocaegHui yaap...

Ho Bapyr OoH OTNpAHYA, BCKPMKHYB OT CTpallHOM 60K, 1 ygap naavupl 6esspegHo obpylunaca Ha 3emnto.
310 Meppw BOH3UA B HEro C3aAM HYMEHOPCKUA KNMHOK M3 MOTUAbHUKA, NPOobMB YepHbIi naall U HeBnaumoe
TeNOo HUX¥e NnaHumpsa. B TOT e mur JoBWMH, NPUBCTaB, NOCAEAHUM YCUAMEM BOH3MAA MeY B MYCTOTY Mexay
nnawom M KopoHoW. Meu pasnetenca Bapebesrn. KopoHa nokaTunacb CO 3BOHOM. JOBMH ynana Ha
noBepyeHHoro Bpara. Ho nnauw, n naHuMpb BbIAK NyCTbl U NEXKann Ha 3emne, cmATble U becdopmeHHble, a B
BO34yXe NpoHecca, 3amupasn, 6ecnnoTHbIN XanobHbI roN0C, U HABEKM 3aTUX B NoAHebecbe.

Meppu cToan cpegm Ten, MUraa Kak coBa AHeMm, ciesbl CIeNnan ero. C10BHO B TymaHe BUAEN OH 30/10Tble
KOCbl DOBWH, paCHDOCTepTOVI HEenoABU}KHO, N AU TeoaeHa, nornbLiero B Yyac cBoel cnaBbl. X06OUT HaKNOHUACS
1 B3AN €ro pPpyky, yTOObI nouenosatb. [nasa TeogeHa OTKPbIZTUCb.

— Mpowal, moi aob6pbi MepuragoK, — ¢ TpyAOM NpousHec npaBuTenb. — A Becb pa3but. A ymmpato, HO He
aneto 06 aTom: A ybun 3ameto. YTpo 6b110 MpayHOe, HO AeHb ByAeT pagoCTHbIM, @ BEYEP — 30/10TbIM.

Meppu He MOr roBOpPWUTb M TOMbKO MaaKan. — MpocTute meHaA, NOBEAUTENb, — BCXAUMHYA OH HaKoHeu,. — fl
OC/yLLIA/ICA BacC M BCA MoA Cy»K6a 6blia B TOM, UTO A NaKa, NPOLLAACh C BaMMu.

TeogeH cnabo ynblbHynca. — He nevansca! A npoctnn teba. Henbssa 3anpetntb gobnectb. Musu n byab
CYACTNIMB, U He 3abbiBalt MeHA. HMKOrga y»Ke He NpuAaeTca MHe CMAETb C KYOKOM M CylwaTb TBOM PaccKasbl, — OH
3aKpbl/ 1a3a U YMOJIK, NOTOM 3aroBopu/ cHoBa: — Fae Jomep? MHe xoTenocb b6bl BUAETL €ro, NOKa 3peHue He
yracno. OH bygeT npaBuTenem nocne meHsa. M nyctb mM3BecTMT doBUMH. OHa He xoTena OTMYCKaTb MeHs, U A
HUKoraa 6onblue He yBUXKY ee. — Ho, noBeAnTeNb... — 3anmnHancb, nporosopua Meppu, — oHa...

Tonbko TYT OH yCablilaa KPYyrom wym, Bo3rsacbl 1 3BykKn poros. OrnagesLlWnCb, OH BCIOMHWA, YTO HaXoAMTCA
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Ha none 6utebl. EMy Kasanocb, 4TO C Tex Mop, Kak TeodeH ynaja, MPOWAO MHOMO BPEMEHU, XOTA B
OEeNCTBUTENbHOCTU 3TO BbIZI0 BCErO HECKO/AbKO MWHYT Hasahd. Ha HMX Kak Bo/iHa npuboAa Hagsuranacb HoBas
CXBaTKa M BOT-BOT A0/1)KHa Bblna 3axnecTHyTb Mx. C tora U ¢ BOCTOKa noaxoanau otpagbl Mopaopa, ¢ cesepa 6biaum
COMKHYTble pAAabl pUcTaHMiLeB, a U3 fopoaa Bbixoann 60/bLlWO 0TPAA, oA ronybbiM 3HameHem [on AmporTa.

Jomep nepsBbiM NoAcKakan cioaa, ysuaen ybutoe yyaosuile m nosepxeHHoro TeogeHa. COCKOUYMB C KOHA,
OH cKopbHO ocTaHoBW/CA Hag npasutenem. OAMH U3 ero pbilapeit B3aa 3Hama PuctaHuu u3 pyk ybutoro
3HameHocUa U noAaHAAn ero. TeoAeH MeA/IeHHO OTKPbIA r1a3a, YBUAEN 3HaMA W KeCTOM MOonNpPoCcua NPUNOAHATbL
ceba. — Tbl — MO NPUEMHMK, — CKa3an oH. — Beau Bolicka K nobeae! M npocTucb 3a MeHs ¢ DO0BUH, — OH 3aKpbin
rnasa v ymep, Tak 1 He y3HaB, YTo JOBMH BblNa PAAOM C HUM A0 KOHLUa. BcagHuKKM 3annakanum o TeoaeHe. Bce oHu
nobunu ero.

Torpa Bo3BbicMA rosioc domep: — He Hago nnakatb, Apy3ba! YHecem Teno ¢ nons 6uTBbI, YTOObI KOHM He
3aTonTanu ero. Tena ero pbiLapelt ToXKe Hafo YHECTU, — OH ornagen ybuTbix, Ha3blBasa UX MO MMEHW, U BAPYT
y3Han cpeamn Hux cectpy. MowaTHYBLUMCb, CIOBHO eMy B CepALe BOH3WAacCb CTpena, oH nobneaHen oT rHeBa M
CKOpPOM, a rNasza BCMbIXHY/IM APOCTbIO: — D0BUH! — BCKpMyan oH. — CMepTb, CMepTb BceM UM! — OH 3aTpybun B por u
CHOBa 3aKpu4yan cBoMM BoMHam: — CmepTb! beliTe Bparos! [ycTb HWU OAMH U3 HUX He yiaeT oTcioaal

Kpuk ero noaxsatman otpagbl. «Cmeptb! CmepTb!» — npokaTMaocb No pagam, U BOWHbI NOMYaNAUChL 33
npeasoauTenem. PuctaHuiiubl He nenn 6osblue, HO YAAPWAM Ha Bpara C TaKOM APOCTblO, YTO CPasy CMAAN U
paccTpounan ero pagpi.

Meppu CTOAN B CTOPOHE M MNJaKaj, HUKTO ero He 3ameyvas. [1oTom OH BbITep C/esbl, U NoLobpaB 3e/eHbll
LWMT, KOTOPbIM gana emy JoBUH, 3abpocun ero 3a cnvHy. MOTOM Hayan MCKaTb CBOM Mey. B TOT mur, Korga oH
HaHec yaap Koposto-lMpuspaky, NpaBas pyKa ero OTHA/MACb W OpyWe BbiNaio, Tenepb OH MOr AeWCTBOBaTb
TO/IbKO /1eBOM pyKoW. BcKope OH yBUAEN Mey, HO KJAMHOK AbIMWACA, KaK BeTKa, bpoLleHHas B KOCTep, U MoKa
Meppu N3yMIEHHO CMOTPES, OH CbEXWUIICA UCTNIEN U UCYES.

Tak onpaBdanuncb c/iioBa ApeBHero npeackasaHusa o Kopone-Mpuspake: normb oT pykn He 4YenoBeka, a
X066uTa, Apyron yaap 6bin HaHeCeH He BOMHOM, a *KeHLWKnHoN. Meppu B TOT mur 3abbin 1 Toma bombagmna u
MOTU/IbHUK, B KOTOPOM OecyncineHHble rogbl OXuUAan ero HYMeHOPCKUI KNMHOK, BbIKOBaHHbIM Ha norubenb
cnyram Mopgopa. H1 oanH apyroii mey, gake B Camoit Moryyeit pyke He mor Bbl HAHECTW BOXKAO HA3ry/10B TaKoM
CMepTe/IbHOM paHbl, He CMOT Bbl Pa3pybuTb y3bl, CKPENIABLLME HE3PUMOE TENO C YEPHOM AYLLIOMN.

BOWHbI NOAHANM TENI0 NPABUTENA U HA HOCU/IKAX U3 KOMUIA M Naallei noHecau B Ffopoa. [pyrue Ha Takux ke
HOCW/IKax Hecn DoBuMH. Tena pbilapein U3 ceBuTbl TeoaeHa CAOXUAN noaanblue oT y6UToro vyaosuila n obHecu
orpafow u3 konuii. Korga 601 0OKOHYMACA, YyA0BULLE COXKINU, a KOHA TeodeHa NOXOPOHUAW Tam, Fae OH norub, u
BO3ABUI/IM Ha MOTMUNE KaMeHb C anuTaduelt Ha a3bikax FoHAopa U PUcTaHUu.

Ha atoin morune TpaBa Bcerga 6blna 3eneHolr wu I'IbILLIHOVI, a MeCTO, rge CoXram 4yygosuule, Bcerga
OCTaBa/1I0Cb YEPHbIM U 6e3*KU3HEHHbIM.

B rnybokoit neyanu wen Meppu psgom C HOCUMAKamM, He aymaa 6onblwe o BoMHe. OH ycTan, Bce Teno
6oneno u ero 6un 03Ho6. BeTep c MOpPsA NPUHEC Ty4dy C AOXKAEM, U Ka3aNoCb, YTO camo HebO OnakMBaeT cMepTb
TeoneHa PUCTaHUIACKOTO U OTBa*KHOM DOBUH.

Kak B TymaHe Meppu Buaen ABUKYWMMCA HascTpedy oTpaa u3 lopoaa. Ero Ben WMmpaxunb.
Mpn6AM3NBLLNCL, OH CPOCUA:

— KaKyto Howy HecyT BOMHbI PuctanHum?
— MNpasutena TeogeHa, — 6bin OTBET.

Mmpaxuab Cnewunnca 1, NPeKkoHMB KOeHO, MOYTUA NaBllero BoXAs. [oToM B3rAsHYA Ha DOBUH U 6bin
nopakeH ee KpacoTtoi. OH NPUKOCHY/ICA K MasIeHbKOM, HO TBEPAOM PYKe, BINAAENCA B ML U CNPOCUN:

— EcTb v neuntenm B Nfopoae? OHa paHeHa, 6biTb MOMKET CMepPTe/IbHO, HO ELLE ¥1Ba, — C STUMKN CI0BaMM OH
nogHec K rybam JoBMH CBOIO BAECTALLYIO NaTHYIO PYKaBuULY, M NOAUPOBAHHbLIN METann 4YyTb 3aTyMaHWACA OT
cnaboro abixaHus.

Mmpaxuab co CBOMMM NOAbMM MOCNELWWA Ha NoJse, cpasy BCTynuB B 6oW. M3 MopZopa nogownmn ceexue
cunbl, a 3 MfopoZa, Ha MOMOLLb DOMepy, BbILAN BOMCKA COO3HUKOB MOHAOPA, HO MEXAY HUMW U pUCTaHUMLAMU
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BK/IMHUBAJ/IUCb BCe HOBbIE N HOBble OTPAAbI BParos.

Bapyr co cteH Fopoaa NocAbIWanAUCh FPOMKME KPUKKU. Bpema 61M3UA0Ch K MOAYAHIO, CONHLE Pa3orHano
Ty4M, U B APKOM CBETE A030PHbIE YBUAENN 3PELLE, HAaMOAHMBLUEE CEPALA HECKAa3aHHbIM CMATEHMEM.

HemHoro Huxe lopoaa AHAyuH genan Aga usrmba, n C rOpoACKUX CTEH Pycno Pekn npocmatpmeanoch Ha
HEeCKO/IbKO nr. Bce yBuAenn, 4To c tora, NoAroHAEMbI BETPOM M Becnamu, NnpubaunkaeTcs 6onbwoit GaoT nog,
YepHbIMK Napycamu.

— Ymbapckue nupaTbl! — Kpuyanm Ha cTeHax. — YMbapckue nupatol nayTt! 310 KoHeu,!

B Fopoae KTo-To yAapwua B KONOKO/, TPy6bl CTanv Npu3biBaTb BOMHOB K BO3BPALLEHMIO, MOTOMY YTO HOBas
rpo3Has OMNacHOCTb NPULLAA CO CTOPOHbI Pekn. Ho 308 He 6bin ycAblliaH, BeTep, HadyBaBwWwuii napyca Kopabnen,
OTHOCWA 3BYKM.

Ho Tenepb 1 pUCTaHWiiLbI YBUAEAN YepHble Napyca. Jomep B Mbiay 608 yBen UX CAULWKOM ganeKko oT lopoaa
K Peke. BoMHbl JomMepa 0Ka3anmncb OKPYKeHHbIMU CO BCEX CTOPOH. Ho 3To ero He ucnyrano.

Cobpas BOKpyr ceba BcadHMKOB, OH pewunn buTtbcAa Ao nocnegHero. CTos Ha Xo/Me Mo, Pa3BepHYTbIM
3HaMeHeM, OH CMeAsICA, TNAAA Ha YepHble Kopaban 1 rpo3na mevom. Ho 3To 6bia cmex oTYasaHuA.

N BAPYT NMKYIOWMIA KPUK BbIPBAACA Y Hero u3 rpyan. OH BbICOKO noadbpocma med, noiman ero 1 3anen. Ha
nepegHem Kopabne passeBasnocb 60nblioe 3HamA ¢ Benbim [epeBom nog cemMbio 3Be34amMu U KOPOHOW. ITu
CMMBO/Nbl OCNENUTeNbHO CBEPKaNM Ha COJMHUE AParoueHHbIMU KaMHAMMU, BNAEeTEeHHOe B LWUTbe pyKamu
npeKpacHoin ApBeH, go4yepu NpoHAaa.

He nupaTbl nogHMmanucb Ha Kopabnsx no AHAyMHY. DTO noaxoAun oTpsaf AparopHa, npolleauero
CTpalwHbiM MNMyTem Mpaka M BepHyBLIEroca B MUP O6HOBAEHHbIM. BCagHMKM y3HanW ero, NUKyloLMe BO3riachl
NPOKaTUAUCL Hag paBHUHOW, a B fopoae um BTOpuaM Tpybbl 1 KoNoKona. Boicka Mopaopa, HanpoTMB, CKOBaNu
nsymneHue u yxac. Cyabba aBcTBeHHO obepHynacb NPOTUB HUX, obpeKas MX Ha BepHylo rmbenb. OHM yxe
YyyBCTBOBaNU 6AU3KYI0 cnay BosposkaeHHon MoaHuu.

foHAOopLUbl YAapUAM HA BOCTOK, TECHS TPO/JIEM M OPKOB, DOMEpP — Ha ol, @ Ha CeBEPHOM Kpblie B 6o
BCTYNUAW BOWMCKA, NpuLlleliMe Ha KOopabnsx M TONMbKO 4YTO BbiCaaMBluMeca Ha beper. 3aecb ObinM BOWHbI U3
HOXKHbIX obnactelt foHaopa, n Jleronac, u F'mman, u dnnagaH ¢ INPoOMpPOM co 3Be3gamMu Ha yene, u Cnegonbitel. UX
BeJ1 AparopH, B pyKke y Hero cBepkan Hectepnumo AHZPWA, a Ha Yene ropena 3sesga Ncunaypa.

MpoLWN0 HEMHOTO BPEMEHU, 1 Domep ¢ AparopHOM BCTPETMANCL nocpean 6uTBbl. OnepLIncb Ha MeUn, OHU
B3rNAHYAN APYr Ha ApYra U yAblGHYAUCS.

— BOT Mbl 1 BCTPETUNUCL CHOBA , XOTA BCe cubl Mopaopa pas3genanm Hac, — cKasan AparopH. — He Tak au
rosopua A B XopHe?

— Tak, — oTBeTMA DoMep, — HO TOrAa A elle He 3Ha/ Bcel Bawel cunbl. [ABarkabl 61arocnoBeHHa NOMOLLb,
KOTOPOM He KAanu, U HUKOr4a ewe Apyr He pafoBascaA Tak, BCTPETUB APYra, — UX PYKU COMKHYIUCH B KPEmnKom
nosKaTuu. — Bbl NpULIAN BOBPeEMS, MOM Apyr. Bennkue 6eapl 06pyluMance Ha Hac cerogHs!

— TaK OTOMCTUM 3@ HUX! — BOCK/IMKHYN AParopH, ¥ OHW NJIe4OM K nsiedvy 6pocunamnce B camyto rywy 6os.

butBa NpogonrKanacb 40 camoro Bevepa. Bactakum 6bINM CUNbHBI BOMHAMM, 3aKaneHHbIMK B BUTBAX, OHU He
npocnanm n He aasasiv nowaabl; XopoapumMLbl 6bIN OTBAXKHbI U cBupenbl, U N0ONb30BaANINCbL Kamp,oﬁ I'Iepep,bILUKO[;I
N KaXXAblM YKPbITUEM, yTObbI C06paTb CUNbl U CHOBA KNOATbCA B aTakKy.

Ho conHue HakoHel 3awWwno, M Hebo OKpPacMAOCb 3aKaTHbIM MYPNypPoOM: XOJMbl W TOpbl Kasaaucb
OKpoBaBAeHHbIMM, PeKa nblnana M TpaBa Ha [leneHHOPCKOW paBHWHE CTafna KpacHOW OT KpoBW. Benukas
MeneHHopcKasa 6UTBa KOHUYMAACk. B MopZop ywau eamHuubl, a B CTpaHy XapaZa BepHY/IMCb TONbKO Pacckasbl O
rHeBe M AapocTu foHAopa.

Tpoe BoXaen — AparopH, domep 1 Mmpaxuab — BepHyAuCb B Fopog, OT yCTafoCcTU He owyLwas HU cKopbu,
HW PafocTh. HO HUKTO U3 HUX He Bbln paHeH.
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6. KOCTEP AEHETOPA

Koponb-lpuspak ncues, a NHAaNbO BCe elle cToAN HENOABUKHO Nepes BopoTamu. MMMH NoaHAACA HA HOrW,
C Hero CNOBHO cra/jla OFPOMHAn TAMEeCTb, U CTOAA, CAylwaa 3BYKU poroB. Emy Kasanocb, 4To cepaue cenvac
pPa3opBEeTCA OT PAAOCTM.

HuKoraa 60/blle A0 KOHLA CBOMX AHEN OH He MOr CA1bIWaTh Aa/bHero neHua pora 6e3 cnes.
Ho BApYr OH BCMOMHMWA O CBOEM AeNe U KUHY/CA K Mary, yKe TPOHYBLUEMY KOHS.
—MHganbd! MHaanbd! — 3aKkpmyan oH, 1 6enblil KOHb OCTAHOBMUJICS.

—YTo Tbl 34ecCb Aenaewb? — CypoBO cnpocun MHAanbd. — Passe Tbl He 3HaelWwb, YTO BOMHam LuTagenu
HeNb3A NOKMAATb KpenocTb 6e3 paspelleHna npasmTena?

— OH paspewun, — oteeTnA MuH. OH oTocnan meHs. Ho A 60tocb. TamM MOKET CYYMTbCA YTO-TO CTpPaLLHOE.
KaxkeTca, moi npaBuTenb AMWMACA paccydka. A 6otock, 4To OH yb6beT u ceba, u Gapamupa. MNPHAanbd! Caenait
yTO-HUbYAp!

Mar B3risHyN B 3UAIOWMI NPOEM BOPOT, MPUCAYLLAACA K WYMy BUTBbI Ha paBHMHe. — Moe mecTo Tam, —
CKasan oH. — YepHblii BcagHWK Ha cBoboae, MHe HeKkoraa.

— Ho ®apamup! — Bckpuyan MNuH, 4yTb He Naava. — OH e eLle ¥u1B, @ OHM COXKIyT ero. Hago octaHOBUTL ux!
— CoxryT? — nepecnpocun NHAaanbd. — B uem geno? Ffrosopu ckopee!

Toponsck, NyTasacb B c/0Bax, [IMH pacckasan emy o npouvclweawem. — fl ckasan beperoHay, Ho OH He MOXKeT
NOKMHYTb NOCT, — 3aKOHUYMN/ OH, AOTPar1BasacCh APOrKalLei pyKoi Ao KoneHa MHaanbda. — Cnacu Papamupal

— MoskeT 6bITb 1 U MOT Bbl CNAcTK ero, — OTBETU/ Mar, — HO 60KCb, TOrAa NOrMbHYT Apyrve. XopoLwo, — BAPYr
pelunsaca oH, — A Noray K Hemy. [lpyroro cnaceHus s Hero HeT. A BUXKY — Aaxe B cepAle 3Toi Kpenoctu Bpar
cymen moceATb CMyTy. fl YyBCTBYIO 34eCb ero BO/O, — OH noaxsatua WHA, nocagun Bnepean cebs, U OHU
MOMYaAANCb MO KpyTbiM yanuam MuHac TupuTa K Liutagenu. Mosctogy OHW BUAENN BOMHOB, CTPAXHYBLUMX C cebn
CTpax u oTyasHMe. OHU CTPOUIUCH B pAAbl. BoeHayanbHUKM Besiv K BopoTam Bce HOBble OTpAAb.

Um BcTpeTunca Mmpaxunb, OKAMKHYBLWIKIK MX: — Kyaa Bbl, MUTpaHanp? PuUcTaHuiiubl BCTyNuaAn B 601, Ham
HY»XHO cobpaTb BCe CUJbI.

— CobupaliTe BCex, KOro HalaeTe! — KPUKHYA Ha cKaky MHAANbG, — M Nockopee. A Npuay, Kak TONbKO CMOrYy,
HO ceiuac cnewy no geny [eHeTtopa. MpUHMMaiTe KOMaHAOBaHWE, MOKa ero Het!

BeTep ayn vm B AMUO. BbicOKO B Hebe 3aHMManca cnabbiii oT6aeck yTpa. Ho 3To He BHyWano Hagexabl.
MoAcTynuao HoBoE rope, U 6bIN0 CTPALIHO 0NO034aTh.

— Tbma yxoAauT, — cKaszan MHAaanbed, — Ho Hag FopoAoM OHa elle AepPKUTCA.

Y BopoT LMTagenn HUKOro He 6blo, OHW NOBEPHY/M OBPATHO M MOCMELWMAN KO BXOAY B YCbiMasbHULY.
O6blYHO OH OblN1 3aKpbIT, HO ceivac ABepb Oblna pacnaxHyTa HAcTeXb M Ha Mopore ee Jsexan MepTBbIi
npuBpaTHUK. Kntoyeli y Hero Ha nosice He bbin1o.

— [deno pyk Bpara, — cokpylieHHo npousHec MHAanbd. — OH N06UT, Koraa Apyr BOCCTaeT Ha Apyra, Koraa
BEPHOCTb CMEHAETCA NpeaaTe/ibCTBOM.

Mar cnewmwmscs, nomor contu MuHy 1 nonpocun bennasopa BEPHYTLCA HA KOHIOWHIO. — Hawe ¢ Toboi mecTo
Ha nose B6UTBbI, — CKa3a/s OH KOHIO, — HO MHe NPeACTOAT 34ecb Agpyrve Aena. Hau MeHa M nocrnewmu, Korga s
nososy.

OHM BOLWAW U CTa/In CMYCKATbCA MO AJIMHHOMY M3BMAUCTOMY KOpuaopy. Mpak paccemBanca v No CTOPOHAaM,
KaK cepble Npu3paKku, NPOCTyNanan BbICOKME KONOHHbI M KaMeHHble U3BasHuA. N BApyr Bnepeau Noc/biwanmcb
BO3rNachl MU NA3F Meyei: TakMX 3BYKOB He 6blNo 34ech OT BeKa. OHM yCKOPWAM Warn, noytn 6erom A0CTUMIM
yCbINaAbHULbI, KYNOA KOTOPOK YepHOM TeHbIO BO3BbILLANCA B CyMpaKe.

— Croiite! — Bckpuyan MNHaanbd, B3berasa no ctyneHbkam. — OctaHoBUTECH, 6e3ymubi!

Ha nopore nepeg aBepbto BeperoHg 6unaca co cnyramu [eHeTopa. [Boe y:Ke nanu, ob6arpuMB CTyneHbKM
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KPOBbIO, HO OCTa/bHble, C MeYaMun 1M pakenamu B pyKax, TECHUAN ero U NPOKAWHAAU, Ha3biBaa npeaaTtenem m
OTCTYNMHUKOM. A M3HYTPU, U3-3a ABEPU YCbiNanbHULbI, pa3aasanca rosoc [eHeTopa: — CKopee! denalite, KaK A
Bento! YbeiiTe aToro nsmeHHuka! Heyskenm u 3to s gonxeH aenatb cam!

[Bepb, KoTOpylo beperoHa Aepkan NeBoW PyKOM, pacrnaxHynacb, U 3a CIMHOMN y HEro BO3HWUK MpaBuUTeNb
Ffopoga c Meyom B pyKe. [N1a3a ero ropenm ANKMm orHem.

Ho MHpanbg 6bin yKe Ha cTyneHax. Cayry NonsaTUAMCH OT HEro, 3aKpbiBas r1asa pykamu, NOTOMY YTO B
rHeBe mar 6bia1 NOXOXK Ha 6enyto MosiHUIO. OH NOAHAN PYKY, U 3aHECEHHbI mey BbipBanca y [leHeTopa u ynan
KyAa-To Has3ag, BO TbMy, @ CaM MPaBuUTE/Ib HEBOJILHO OTCTYNWA Nepes Marom.

— Y70 370 3HaUMT, NOBeAUTENb? — IPO3HO cnpocun MHAaNbd. — ObUTeNb MePTBLIX — HE MECTO ANA KuBbiX. U
noyemy Bawwu Atogn 6btoTCA 34ecb, Korga Bparn noactynatoT K Bopotam lopoga? Uam Bpar yxke B orpage
YCNOKoeHnaA?

— C Kakux nop npasutenb fopoaa AO0/KEH OTYMTbiBaTbCA neped To6oi? — 3106HO Bo3pasun [eHeTop. —
Pa3Be A He MOry NpPMKasbiBaTb COBCTBEHHbIM Cyram?

— Moellb, HO Apyr1ne MOryT He NMpuU3HaBaTb TBOEW BOIM, eC/IN OHa obpaTuaack K 6esymuto u 3ny. [ae TBoM
CbIH?

— OH Tam, BHYTpU, — cKasan [leHeTop. — OH ropuT, yxe roput! OroHb B ero Tene. CKopo cropuT Bce. 3anag,
nan. OH Becb CropuT M OCTAHETCA TOJ/IbKO Menes, a nenen passeet BeTep!

Buas, uto oH 6e3ymeH, MHAANbG OTCTpPaHUA ero u HBpocmaca BHYTPb, 3@ HUM — [MH 1 beperoHa. OHM
yeugenn dapamupa, nexawiero B 3abblTbM Ha KaMeHHOM MbegecTasne, BOKPYr OblaM HaBaneHbl APOBa,
NPoOnNUTaHHble MacioOM, TaK e KaK oAeraa WM nokpbieano Papamupa, HO orHa ewe He 6bin10. U TyT MHAANLD
NnoKasan, 4YTo NOoJ CEPbIM MAALLOM CKpbiTa He TONbKO cuna 3HaHuA. OH nerko B3beXkan Ha rpyay LpoB, Kak
pebeHKa NogHAN paHEHHOIO Ha PYKKU M NOHec K asepam. apamup 3acToHaN U CKBO3b 3abbiTbe NO3Ban OTLA.

[eHeTop B34POrHyA, CNOBHO Npobykaanck. [11ams B ero rnasax noracno, OH co caiesamu Bamoauaca: — He
3abupait moero cbiHa! OH 30BeT mMeHs!

— [a 308eT, — oTBeTUA 3HAANbD, — HO Tbl He Nogoiaelb K Hemy. MoKa He MO3A4HO, ero HyXHO NeynTb. A
TBOW [O0OAr, NpaBuTeNb, BECTU BOWMCKA M 3awmwaTb Fopoa, xoTa 6bl M UeHon cobcTBeHHOM Xu3HM! He mHe
HanomuHaTb Tebe 06 sTom!

— OH He npocHeTcs bonblue! —3acToHan [eHeTop. — Bce HanpacHo. 3a4em Ham *KuTb! 3auem Tbl pasnyyaellb
Hac nepeg cmepTbio?

—Hu Tebe, HU KoMy Apyromy He AaHO NpuMBAM3UTL 4Yac CBOEN CMepT, — CypoBO OTBeTMA [3HAanbd. —
Tonbko nobexkaeHHble cuioi Mpaka B ropaoct M otyasaHun ybusanu ceba, — ¢ 3TUMKU CNOBaMKM OH BblHEC
dapamupa 13 ycbinanbHULbl M OMYCTMUA Ha TE Camble HOCU/IKM, HA KOTOPbIX PaHEHHOro NpuHecAK cloga. [eHeTtop,
He cBOAA rN1a3 C LA CBOETO CbiHa, LWes 3a HUMUK, HO nepej Noporom oCTaHoBUACA.

— WNpem! — obepHynca kK Hemy MHAaNbG. — Tebs KayT BenvKkue aenal

Ho [leHeTop BAPYr 3aCMesANca, OTCTYNUA K CTOJlY W BbIXBAaTW/ YTO-TO U3-NOZL NOAYLIKM, HAa KOTOPOM HEeAABHO
NMoKoMAacb ero rosioBa. BepHyBWKCb K MOPOry, OH NMOAHAA 3TOT NpeaMeT — LWAp TEMHOrO XPyCTans C KPacHbIM
OrHem BHYTpU. MKH y3Han ManaHTMP, TOYHO TaKoW Ke, Kak KameHb OpTxaHKa W, 3a4p0’KaB, MOCMELWHO OTBeN
rnasa. KameHb B pyKke npasBuTena 3anblnan, 03apas ero MU0 KpacHbiM cBeTom. OHO Ka3anocb BbiCEYEHHbIM U3
rPaHWTa — }KeCTOKoe, ropAoe 1 CTpallHoe.

—lopgoctb M otyasHue! — Bckpuyan LeHetop.— He gymaewnb aum Tbl, 4To benas bawHa ocnenna? Her,
Cepbiii besymeun, s Buaen 6onblue, yem Tebe Kaxketcsa! TBos Hagerkaa — oT HeBedeHua! CTynait ncuenaTb Koro
Xxouelb, belica ¢ Kem xodewb. Bce 6yaet HanpacHo. Cuna, obpaTtusluascs npotuB FoHAOpa HenpeoaonAnma.
3anag nan, n Ham nopa yMTu, ecin Mbl HE XOTUM CTaTb pabamu.

— TaKue peun Ha nonbay Bpary! — BoCKANKHYA MHAaNbO.

[eHeTop B OTBET rHeBHO paccmesncs.— Pa3se s He Buaen, yero Tbl Aobusanca, MuTpaHgup? Tbl xoTen
NpaBUTb BMECTO MeHs, NpaBUTb Ha CceBepe, Ha tore 1M Ha 3anage. Pa3se He Tbl NPUKa3bIBa/ 3TOMY HEBbICOK/IMKY
MO/14aTb MM FOBOPUTL, KOrAa HYXHO? Pa3se He Tbl MOA0CNaN ero Ko mHe? Ho 5 3Hato, 0 Yem Tbl Aymaellb. OgHom
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PYKOW Tbl AiePKULLIb MEHA, KaK WnT npoTus Mopaopa, a A4pyroi Bedelb Ha moe mecto bpoaary ¢ Cesepa. Ho 5 He
YCTYN/t0 €My, He NPU3HAI0 NPaB 3TOrO BbICKOYKM.

— Y10 Xe, N0-TBOEMY, HY}KHO AeNaTb? — caepKaHHO cnpocun MNHAanbed, CI0BHO He 3amevas YNpPeKos.

— A1 6bl oCcTaBUA Bce, Kak 6bl10 Becerga. A npasun 6ol FoHAOPOM U nepeaan bbl BnacTb cbiHy. OH cTan 6bl
npaBuTeNemM, a He y4eHWKOM Yapozaes. Ho cyabba pelwinna MHaye, U TeNepb A HE XOUYy HUYEro: HU XKU3HW, HU
nobBU, HU YecTu.

— Hu yecTb, HKM NOBOBL He CTPaAAoT, eCM YCTyNaelb TOMY, YbM NpaBa b6osblie, — Bo3pasua MHAanbd. — A
YTO Z10 TBOETO CbiHA, — Aali eMy BO3MOMKHOCTb BbIOMpPaTb camMomy.

Mpun aTnMx cnosax rnasa [eHeTopa CHOBA BCMbIXHY/N. OH BbIXBAaTW/ M3-3a NOACA KUHXKAN U 6pOCM}1CH K
HOCUKam, HO beperoHa ycnen 3acIOHUTb UX coboto.

— Bot Kak! — BockAMKHyA [eHeTop. — Tbl MOXMTUA Y MeHs No60Bb CbiHA, @ Tenepb MOXMLLAELWb BEPHOCTb
MOUX BOMHOB? HO 04HOrO Tbl HE MOXMTULLL Y MEHA: NpaBa pacrnopaxKaTbca CBOel cyabboit, — n 0bpaTaCb K CBOMM
Clyram, OH KPUKHYA: — KO MHe, ecnu Bbl ellle BepHbl MHe!

[Boe 13 Hux nogbexanu K Hemy. OH cxBaTua daken u3 pyk HBAMKAMLLIEro U KMHYACA K KOCTpy. He ycnen
MHAaNbG NOMELATb eMy, KaK OH TKHY/ GpaKkesn B Cyxue ApoBa, U OHM MTHOBEHHO BCMbIXHY/N.

Torpa [leHeTop BCKOYM/ HA CTOJ, CXBAaTU/ NEXKALLMIA Tam Ke3n NpaBuUTens u, CIoMaB O KoJeHo, bpocun B
OroHb. MoTom OH npukan ManaHTUp K rpyan ob6eMmm pykamm u ner.

FOBOPAT, C TeX NOpP BCAKUIA, 3arNAHYBLINIA B 3TOT KamMeHb, ecn ero Bo/A HeAoCTaTo4vHa, 4Tobbl HanpasuTb
B3rN1A4 K APYron uenn, BUAen B HeM TOJIbKO ABe cTapyeckue obyrneHHble PyKu.

MPHAanbd OTBEPHYACA M 3aKpbla ABepb. HekoTopoe Bpems OTTyAa CAbIWAACA TOMbKO TPECK U LUYM OrHS,
NOTOM Pas3zasics FPOMKMIA BOMJIb U BCE CMOIK/IO.

— BoT KoHew, [leHeTopa, CbiHa IKTeNnoHa, — npousHec MHAanbe. — U 3To KoHew, npexkHero FoHAopa. 3able
Aena coBepLIanmnch 3gecb. 3abyabTe Bparkay mMmexay coboi, — obpatuaca oH K BOMHAM, — OHa poxKAaeHa Bparom, u
BCE Bbl MOMNa/iM B €ro CeTu. A Bbl, — OH TAXeJI0 B3M/IAHYA Ha CAYr NpaBuTe A, — Bbl, C/1enble B CBOEM NOBUHOBEHUH,
3aMOMHUTE, YTO TO/IbKO «M3MeHa» beperoHaa cnacna m3Hb ®Papamupy, Ctpaxky benoit bawHu. YHecuTe cBOMX
naBLINX TOBapULLEeR, UM He mecTo 3aecb. Mbl oTHecem Papamupa. OTHbIHE OH — NpaBuTenb FoHAopa. Kutb emy
WM yMepeTb — 3TO yXKe He HaMm peLuaTb.

Basoem c beperoHgom OHM NOAHAAM HOCWUAKM, a NWH nowen c3agu. Y pacnaxHyToh asepu beperoHp
bpocun B3rnAa Ha youToro npueBpaTHUKA. — BOT B Yem A BCHO XM3Hb OyAy packamBaTbCA, — CKasan oH.— Ho s
Cnewmnn, a OH He XOTeN CAyLWaTb M OOHAXKU MeY... — OH 3aKpbl/ r1a3a U 3anep ABepb. — ITU KAOUM HYXKHO 0TAaTb
Tenepb Papamupy.

— Celtuyac KomaHAyeT Mmpaxunb, BoKAb AMPOTA, — CKasan MHZanbg, — HO ero HeT 3geck. MNpuaeTcs pewarb
MHe. MNycTb KUK ocTaHyTcA y Tebs, NoKa B Fopoje He yCTaHOBUTCA MOPSALOK.

OHM 6blM yiKe B BEPXHEM Apyce W WM K rocnuTanto. OH pacrnonaranca y 1oHoi cteHbl Llutagenu. Bokpyr
Hero 3esieHeIn Oropoasbl, cagbl U UBETHWKWU. Bo Bcem Mopoae 3To 6bi10 eANHCTBEHHOE 3es1eHoe mecTo. Celivac
TaM XO3AMHMUYAU KEHLLMHbI, YMEBLUME YXaXKMBATb 33 PaHEHbIMMU,

B TOT camblit mur, Koraa 3HAanbd M ero CNyTHUKKM BCTyMaau Ha NOpor, ¢ nona 3a BopoTamu pasgancs
YTKMIA BOM/b, BbICOKO M NPOH3UTENbHO NpoHeccA B Hebecax 1 3amep. TaK cTpalleH OH 6bla, YTO Ha MFHOBEHUE
BCe oueneHenn. Ho Ha cmeHy emy NPUWAM TULLUMHA, NPUHECWAn TaKylo PafoCTb M HAAeXAy, KakMX OHU He
NMOMHW/IM CO AHA NPMXO4a MpPaKa C BOCTOKA, M MM NOKa3as0Cb, YTO BOKPYr CTa/io CBET/NEE WM COMHLE BbIFNAHYI0
n3-3a Tyu.

Meyanb u TpesBora Ha ocTaBnsAn M3Hpanboa. MopyumB beperoHay w MuHy ycTpavBaTb ®apamupa, OH
NOAHANCA Ha cTeHy. (nasamu mMara OH yBUZEN M NOHSA, YTO MPOU3O0LL/IO B NOJE: U KOTAa JomMep Bblexan Brepes u
OCTaHOBMWJICA Mepes NaBWMMW, OH B3L0XHY/1 M 3aKyTaBLIMCb B MJaL, CAyCTMCA co cTeHbl. Korga beperoHg c
MuHOM BbIWAW U3 rocnuTtansa, MHAaNb Kaan vux y asepeit. Mocne AOATOro MoAYaHUA rOOC Mara MPO3ByYan
rlyX0 M NoKasasncsa MuUHy cTapyeckum.

—[py3ba MoOu, BeANKME W NedvyaNbHble gena CBepLnanCb ceiyac. MMnakaTb Ham uAU paAOBaTbCﬂ?
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Kopona-Mpuspaka 6onblue HeT. Bbl CAblWwanuM ero npeacmepTHbi Bonab. Ho ata nobega onnayeHa goporoi
ueHoi. fl He gonyctun 6bl 3TOro, HO 6esymue [eHeTopa OTB/EKNO MeHA. BOT Kak AaseKo NpoTAHy/aacb pyka
Bpara! M Tenepb A NOHMMAaLO, KaK 3TO MOF/10 CYYUTHCA.

Y [leHeTopa xpaHuacA oguH 13 MNanaHTMPOB, U NPaBUTENb YAaCTO CMOTPEN B Hero, ocobeHHO nocne oTbe3aa
Bopomupa. [eHeTop 6biA A0OCTAaTOYHO CUAEH, YTOBbl He NoAaYMHUTLCA Bosie CaypoHa, HO TemHblli Bnagpika
no3BOJIAN eMy BUAETb TO/IbKO TO, YTO 0C/1abaAN0 ero BOIKO M NOATAYMBANO OTBaAry.

BeperoHg, npepsan mara. — Korga ®apamupa npuHecnm B balwHio, MHOTME U3 Hac BUAENM CTPAHHbIN CBET B
ee oKHax. Ho Tak 6biBano u paHblie. B Flopoae faBHO y:Ke roBOPWMIIM, YTO HALW NpaBUTENb CUAOM MbicaK BopeTca ¢
Bparom.

MHAaNbG NoKayan rofloBoi. — 3HauuT, A NPaB., — MPOU3HEC OH. — BOT Kakum nytem Bosa CaypoHa NPOHMKAA
B ropo, — NoToM, NoMoAn4as, A06aBuA, YTO AONXKEH Cevac MATU BCTpeyaTb BOMHOB, M NO3BaAn c coboto MuHa. A
beperoHay Benen nNowWTM U AONOMKMUTb O CNYYMBLUEMCA HayaNbHMKY BoMHOB Lintagenu. — Tebe 6onblie He 6biTb
BOMHOM LiuTagenu, — ckasan oH, — HO 3To He beaa. OTnpasaaica B rocnmTanb. Tbl cnac Papammpa OT OTHA, CAYKM
emy M ganbwe. OxpaHait ero M 6yab NpM Hem, KOrga OH OYHETCHA, — €CAN TONbKO OYHeTCA Koraa-Hubyapb, —
B340XHyN mar. — Ctynaii! 1 ckopo BepHycb.

C 3sTmmM choBamu OH noBepHyNCcA U Bmecte ¢ NMMHOM OTAPaBUACA B HUXKHMe Apycbl fTopoaa. MoKa oHu wnu,
BeTep NpUHEeC Ty4dy C Ao AeM, OrHU noracsan, 1 oT KOCTpoB NoAHANCA ryCTOI‘;1 AbIM.
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7. BTOCIIUTAJIE

Koraa nevyanbHas npoueccus Bxoguna B paspylueHHble BopoTa Nopoga, Meppu OT cnes 1 ycTanocT HUYero
He BMAEeN BOKPYr. Bo3ayx 6bia1 HanosHeH AbIMOM W Yag40M: MHOMO 0CaAHbIX MaLUUH 6blN0 COXMKEHO M COPOLLIEHO B
OTHEHHbIE AMbI, MOBCIOAY BaNANUCL TPYMbl OPKOB, TPOA/MEN M BacTakoB. [oXAb nepecTtan, U3 Tyd BbIFIAHYAO
COJIHUE, HO HMKHMI Topog, 6bln OKYyTaH eaKUM AbIMOM.

TeoaeHa M DOBUH HEC/IM Ha HOCWJIKAX, U BCe BCTPEYHble CKAOHAMM roN10Bbl B CKopb6HOM noknoHe. Llectsue
Me//IeHHO MOAHMMANOCh MO KaMeHHbIM yanuam. Meppu Ka3anocb, YTO 3TOMY MYTW, Kak B KOLUIMapHOM CHe, He
byaeT KoHua.

MocTeneHHo orHM GaKesoB TO N UCYe3ann, TO AN rac/iv, CTaNo TEMHO, U OH BAPYr nogyman: «Mbl ngem K
MOrue 1, HaBepHOe, OCTaHEeMCs Tam Hasceraa». Ho TyT ckBo3b Bpea A0 Hero goluen Xusown ronoc: — A, Meppu!
Hy, HakoHeL-To A Hawwen Tebs!

OH Cc Tpyaom ornagenca u TyMaH nepeg, rnasamu HemHoro paccesica. Nepeg HUM B Y3KOM nepeysike cToan
MuH. Bokpyr 6onblue HUKOro He 6bi1o0. OH npoTep cebe rnasa.

— l'ae npaBuTeNb? — CNPOCUA OH. — [Ae JOBMH? — HO TYT }Ke NOLIATHY/CA, Ce/l Ha KaMeHb U 3aniaKann.

— OHu yxke B Uutagenu, — c Tpesoroii oteeTuA MuH. — Tbl, BEPHO, 3aCHY/ HA X0A4Yy UKW CBEPHYA He Ty4a, Kyaa
HY»KHO. Korga mbl yBugenu, uto tebsa Het, MHAANbG cpasy nocnan meHs 3a Toboi. beaHsakka Meppu! Ho go vero
e 5 pag, YTo CHOBA BUXKY Tebs! Tbl, KOHEYHO, YCTas, a A Myyato Tebs pasroBopamu. CKaxku MHe, Tbl paHeH?

— Hert, — otBeTMUN Meppw, — TO eCTb, MHE KayKeTcs, YTo HeT. Ho npaBas pyKa y MeHs He AeicTByeT, OTHANACD,
Korga A yaapwa ero. A Mol Mmey crope, Kak AepeBAHHbIN.

MUH peLumnn, 4yTo OH BpeamT, u ele 6osblle BCTPEBOXKMACA. — Naem, naem-Ka co mHolt. A 6bl noHec Tebs, aa
He cAloXy. YTo e 3TO OHM ocTaBuaM Teba? Ho yxK Tbl U3BMHM UX. 3Haelb, B Ffopoae 6bl10 Tak CTPaLLHO, TaKoe
TBOPMNOCH, YTO HE MyapeHo bbl10 NoTepATb ogHOro begHoro xo66uTa, ayuiero ¢ nona 6os.

—3T0 He TaK Yy NNA0XO0, Korga Tebs He 3ameyatoT, — oTo3Banca Meppu, easa Bopoyaa A3bIKOM. — BoTt
HeJaBHO MeHA TOXKe He 3aMeTuau WU... HeT, He mory rosopuTb 06 atom. Momoru MHe, MnH! OnAaTb TEMHO U
XON04HO...

— Obonpuck Ha meHs, gpyr Meppu. Uaem. Jasain-Ka, pas, ABa. 34ecb Heganeko.
— Tbl BeAeLwb MeHsA, YTOObl MOXOPOHUTL? — MOKOPHO cnpocua Meppu.

—[Oa Tbl uto! HeT, KOHeYHO!— y»KacHyBWMWCb, BOCKAMKHYA TuH. Cepaue y Hero cxanocb OT cTpaxa M
*anoctu. — Het, mbl ¢ TO60IO MAEm B rocnuTanb.

OHM BbIWAM U3 NEPey/Ka Ha [MaBHyo yauLy, Beaywyto K Litagenun, n Tenepb meaneHHo NOg4HUMANUCh NO
Hein. Meppu waTanca u bopmoTan yto-To B Hpeay.

—TaK MHe HMKOrga He goBecTu ero,— nogyman MuH.— U nomoub Hekomy! He mory ke a 6pocutb ero
34ecb! — HO TYT UX AOrHAN KaKOM-TO MasbumK, U NMUH o4yeHb 0bpagoBanca, ysHas bepruns, cbiHa beperoHaa.

— beprunb! — BOCKAMKHYA OH, — pag BuAaeTb Teba xusbim! Kyaa Tbi?
— bery c nopyyeHuem ot uenutenei, — otsetun beprunb. — Mpoctn, HO MHe Hekorga!

— beru, 6eru, TonbKo nNepeaan, YTo TyT CO MHOM pPaHEeHbI HEBbICOK/IUK, M YTO OH HE MOXKET cam UATU. CKaxku
0 Hem MHAanbdy, oH obpaayeTcs.

Beprunb yoexan. «Mogoxay 34ecb», — nogyman MuH. OH OCTOPOXKHO yN0XKUA Meppu Ha 3eMto, cen v B3sN
ro/IoBy Apyra K cebe Ha KoneHu. Pyka Meppw bbina xono4Ha Kak neg.

Yepes HECKONIbKO MUHYT UX Hawen MHaanbd. OH ckAoHMACA K Meppu, nornagmn ero no nby n 6epexHo
NOAHAN Ha PYKWU.— Ero Hy»HO 6b110 6bl BHECTH B [OpoA C MOYETOM, — CKasan OH.— ITOT Masblll MOJAHOCTbIO
onpasaan Mo HagexKAabl. He ycTynu Toraa dnpoHA M He OTNYCTU OH Bac C OTPAAOM, 3TOT AeHb MOr 6bl CTaTb Kyaa
neyanbHee, — OH B3AOXHYA. — Maem, y MeHA eLle MHOTO Aefl, a Ucxod 6UTBbI 40 CMX MOP HE pPeLleH.

Tak ®Papamup, JoBUH U MepunagoK oKasanucb B rocnutane. Yxod 3a HUMK Bbln OYeHb XOpolum. XoTAa
HeMasi0 3HaHWM co BpemeH pacugeTta FoHA0pa 6b110 NOTEPAHO, BCE XKe 34ellHNE LeAUTeNM XOPOoLLO CNpaBaaimch
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CO MHOTMMW paHamu U bonesHamu. Ho ceryac HM UX WUCKYCCTBO, HM WMX 3HAHUA He nomoranu, nbo noaen
noparkana 60ne3Hb, OT KOTOPOK He bbiNo UcueneHma. Ee HazBanM NoOPoXKAEHMEM MpPaKa, MOTOMY YTO MPUUMHOMN
31Ol 60nEe3HN OblnM Hasryabl. Te, KOO OHW MOpaswauM, BNaganan Bo Bce Honee rnybOKUIA COH, MX CKOBbIBAIO
MONYaHUE N CMEPTHbINA X0N0A, U OHU yMUpanu. Llenntenun cpasy NOHANN, UTO HEBbLICOK/IMKA U BOUTENbHULYY U3
PuctaHuu TAxKeno nopasmna MMeHHO 3Ta 6onesHb. CHayana OHU ellle TOBOPWUAN, YTO-TO LLIENTaIN CKBO3b COH, U
uennTenu NpUcaymnBanmnch K UX CI0Bam, HafeACb OTbICKaTb B HUX KAko4Y K 6onesHn. Ho 6onbHble Bce aanblie
yXo4uAM BO TbMy HecnamaTcTBa, M KOrAa CO/MHLE Hayaflo KAOHUTbCA K 3aKaTty, avua Meppu 1 DOBUH CTanu
3eMIncToro ugeta. Papamupa e, HanpPoTUB, CHEAAN IMXOPAZA0UHbIN Kap, U ero HUYEM Henb3s BbIN0 YHATH.

raHﬂ,aﬂbd) 03aboyeHHo nepexoaunn ot ogHOro K apyromy, a ueantenn pacCkasbiBasin emy BCe, YTO CAbillanin.
JeHb yxogwun, BeNUKaa 6uTtBa BCe npoAaosianaCb € nepemeHHbiM ycnexom, a mar BCe BbIXXMAANM U HE MOT
NMOKUHYTb 60NbHbIX. Korpa B Hebe PAa3NIMNNCb KPACKKM 3aKaTa, CTOABWMM PAOOM NMOKAa3a/s10Cb, YTO NnLa 601bHbIX
nopo30BeENn. Mo*KHO 6bln10 noaymartb, 4TO 6onesHb OTCTynaeT, HO 3TO 6bl1a 0bMaHuMBas Hagexaa.

Torpa Moper, cTapwan u3 CayXuteibHUL, rocnuTans, co cesamm nocmoTtpena Ha ®apamupa v ckasana: —
Fope, ecnmn oH ympeT. Ho ero He cnactu. TONbKO APEBHME BOXKAM, UCLLENABLUME CUION MPUKOCHOBEHUS, MOT/U bbl
nomoub emy. Eciv 6bl ABUACA TaKoW BOXKAb...

MHAanbd npepsan ee. — MopeT, At0AN HAAOATO 3aNOMHAT TBOM CNOBA. B HMX ecTb HagexKaa. MoxeT 6biTb,
TaKOM BOXKAp YrKe 34ecb, B FoHAope. Pa3Be Tbl He c/biwana, 4To rosopaT B lopoae?

— MHe 6b110 He A0 CnyxoB, — CBap/MBO OTBETUNA MopeT. — [lna meHA camoe BaXKHoe, 4YTObbI BONBLHBIX He
TPEBOXNUN.

raHﬂ,aflbd) nocnewHo Bbiwen. 3akaT yracan, n Cepblﬁ, KaK 30/1a, BEYEP CNyCKascA Ha XOJ/IMbl 1 PaBHUHDbI.

B aT1o Bpema AparopH, Jomep n Mmpaxunb B OKPYKEHUN CBOMX BOMHOB Npubankanuce K Fopoay. Y Bopot
AparopH orfaHyAca u ckasan:

— MocmoTpuTe, Kak noAbixaeT 3aKkaT! B 3TM AHWM BCe BbIrAAUT 3HauMTeNbHbIM. CTapoe yXoauT, nNpuxoamuTt
HoBoe. MoXeT 6bITb, Mbl CTOMM Ha pyberke AByx anox. CTpaHoi 1 fopo4om A0AT0 U CAAaBHO MPaBUAM Myapble U
CUAbHbIE IDAU, U XOTA MOW NPaBa Bam U3BECTHbI, 1 HE X04Yy BXOAUTb HEMNPOLLIEHHbIM.

BoliHa He KOHY€eHa, HeNnb3Aa AaBaTb NOBO4 CMYTaM. Al oTKasbIBatloCb npegbABaATb Kakue 6bl TO HU BblNO
npasa 4o I'I06€Abl. Ecan NpaBUTE/Ib 3aXO4eT BUAETb MEHA, MO waTtep 6YAET CTOATb 34€eCb.

domep MbIAKO BO3pasua emy: — Bbl yke NOAHANM 3HAMA ApeBHUX BOXKAel. Bce sugenu 3sesgy Ucunaypa.
Bac xayT. Hey:kenu Bbl X0TUTE 06UAETb Ntoael npeHebpekeHnem?

— Het, — otBeTUAN AparopH. — Ho A cumTalo, YTo Bpems eLle He NPULLIO U He XO4Y CCOPUTLCA HU C KeM, Kpome
Bpara un ero cayr.

Mmpaxunb cornacunca ¢ HMM. — Bawu cnosa pasymHbl. MpaButens [eHetop moi poamy. MHe xopoulo
3HAKOMbI €ro ynopcTBo M ropaocTb. A ceiiyac K TOMy »Ke OH MOTPACEH NOTepel cpasy ABouX CbiHOBel. Ho Bce ke
MHe He X0TenI0Cb Hbl OCTAaBAATb BAaC Nepes, ABEPbLO, KaK NpocuTens.

—Hy, Kakolt a npocuTens? — ynblbHynca AparopH.— A Begy otpsag CneponbitoB. OHW He MPUBBLIKAM K
ropogam M KameHHbiM gomam.— C 3TUMKM CNOBaMM OH MpPUKasa/l CBEPHYTb 3HAMA W OTAAN €ro Ha XpaHeHue
CblHOBbAM InpoHaa. OHM nonpowanuce. Mmpaxunb n domep oTnpasuamct B Lntageno K npasutento. Ho B
TPOHHOM 3asie ero He 6b110. TaM Ha BO3BbILEHMM NMOKOWJICA Ha CMePTHOM noxe TeogeH PuctaHuiickuia, ropenm
dakena v NOYETHbIM Kapayn HeCAU ABEHAALATb PUCTAHUIACKMX U TOHOOPCKUX pblapeit. OT6aecku ceeTa nascanu
He ceanHax Mepuora, MMuo 66110 M00AO M NpeKpacHo. Kasanock, OH cnuT.

OTaaB HM3KKUIA NOKNOH NAaMATK nNpasuTens, Mmpaxmnab cnpocun: — Fae ke [eHetop? U rage MutpaHgup?
Torpa Bnepep, BbICTYNWUA O4MH U3 cTparkel: — MpaBuTenb NOHA0pa Haxo4uTCA B rocnuTane.

30N\ep pPacTepAHHO ornagen 3an. — Arpe JoBuH? OHa AO0/1XKHa MNOKOUTCA BMECTE C NpaBUTenem PuctaHuu, n
C He MmeHbWwummM novectamu. [ge ee NnonoXmnn?

Mmpaxuab yyacTiMBO OMyCTUA PyKy emy Ha nsevo.— [peKpacHas JoBMH Oblia elle KMBa, Korga ee
npuHecau ctoga. Passe Bbl He 3HAAWN 3TOro?

Fnasa Jomepa BCMbIXHYAN Hagexaon. OH He cKasan 6osblie HU Cn0Ba, BbICTPO MOBEPHY/ICA U BbiWE.
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Mmpaxmnnb nocnegosan 3a HUM.

Ha ynuue ctemHeno. Koraa oHn nogxoanau K rocnutanto, B Hebe noasuance 3gesgpl. Y Asepent Ux BCTPeTUN
HAaNbd. PAAOM C HUM CTOAN KTO-TO B CEPOM Nalle. — MutpaHamp, — obpaTtuncs Mimpaxuab K mary, — Mbl ULLEM
npasuTena. Ham ckasanu, 4To OH 3aecb. Ho noyemy? Passe OH paHeH? W 4TO CcAy4ymMnocb ¢ NPEKPACHOM DOBUH?
lne oHa?

—3pecb, — oTBeTUN MBHAANbG, — OHA €elle KMBA, HO CMepTb CTOUT pAgom. Mpasutenem [oHZopa cTan
dapamup, [eHeTop normb B NaameHu, — OH KOPOTKO paccKasan O HeZaBHUX cobbITUAX. — Dapamup paHeH, cyas
Mo BCEMY, OTPAB/IEHHOM CTPesioi, — 03aboYeHHO f06aBW Mar, — OH TOXKe 34eCb, U ro NOXKMPAET IMXOPALKA.

— Joporo obolwnacb Hawa nobeaa, — npomsHec Mmpaxunb. — B oguH geHb n FoHA0pP, U PUCTaHUA ANLLNMAKUCD
cBOoMX npasuTeneli. Ho ecnn y PuctaHum ectb domep, TO KTO Ke ByaeT npaBuTb FOHZOPOM? A mexay Tem,
BJACTUTENb 34ECb, Y BOPOT. Hago npuseaTb AparopHa, — TBEPAO 3aKOHYMA OH.

Torpa yenosekK B NaaLLe OTKUHY/T KantoLwWOH U Bbllwen B CBeT dJOHapFI Ha4 ABepblo.

— fl 34ecb, ckasan oH. 370 6bi1 AparopH. Konbuyry ero NnpuKpbiBan anbGUNCKUIA NAaLL, CKPEMNIEeHHbIN Ha Wwee
3e/1IeHbIM KaMHeM, Tem cambiM, 4TO nogapuna emy [lanagpuanb.— A npuwen no npocbbe MHAaNbda, —
NPOLO/IKAN OH, — U HEe KaK MpaBWTe/b, a KaK NMpoCToi BOWH. fopodom A0 Bbi3gopoBneHua dapammupa AoKeH
npasutb BoxKab Jon AmpoTta. Ho A xoudy, ytobbl B 6uTBE C Bparom Bce HawM CUIbl NOSUYMHWUIUCE OLHOMY
HayaNbHUKY. B 3TOI BOlMHE OLHOI BOMHCKOWM A061eCcTM He JocTaTouyHo. HyxKHa ewe n mygpocTb. MosTomy, nycTb
MHAaNbO PYKOBOAUT HAMM.

Mmpaxuab 1 domep coriacuamncb ¢ HUM. Torga MaHAanbd B3AN MX No4 pyku. — MaemTe, Bpems 4oporo.
EoMHCTBEHHAn HageX4a Tex, KTO NIeXUT 34ecb, 3TO — AparopH. B ciioBax uenutenbHULbl U3 3TOTO AOMA MHe
OTKpPbINOCb NpeaHavYepTaHHoe. Al yBepeH, YTo OHa npas.a.

AparopH BolLen Nepsbim, 33 HUM — OCTa/ibHble. Y ABEpPU OHU YBUAENM ABOMX BOMHOB B GOpPME 3aLLMTHUKOB
LUnTagenu: oamH 6bin pocablii, Apyrol No BMAY COBCEM NOAPOCTOK. KaK TO/IbKO OTKPbINAch ABEPb, OH BCKPUKHYA
OT pPagocCTy.

— BbpogasHuK! BoT 3g0poBo! 3Haelwb, A NepBbIM yragas, YTo Ha YepHbIX Kopabaax naews Tol. Ho Bce Kpyrom
KpUYaamM 0 MMpaTax U HAKTO He XOTel MeHs caywaTtb. KaK »Ke 3T0 TaK Noay4naoch?

AparopH 3acmeanca u B3an xobbuta 3a pyky. — Bot gobpas scTpeya! — ckasan oH. — Ho ceituac He Bpema ana
paccka3os. Mbl cnewmnm. aem ¢ Hamu.

OHM nownu ganblwe v no nytm MHAanbd nosegan UM o nogsurax JoBMH M Meppuagoka. — A cnexy 3a
HUMM Y)KE MHOMO 4YacoB, — CKa3an OH.— CHayana OHW elle rOBOPU/IN, HO ceiyac yxodaT BO MpaK CMepPTU BCe
Janblle u ganblue.

AparopH nogouwen cHayana K ®apamupy, NoTom K J0BUH, a HanocnedoKk K Meppu. OH Braagenca B ux amua
N B300XHYA. — Bcex MomxX cun 1 cnocobHoCTe MOXKET OKa3aTbCA HeA0CTaTOYHO, — MPOTroBOPUA OH. — AX, ecau bbl
3aecb 6611 dnpoHa! OH camblli CTapLIMA U3 HAC U Yy Hero Kyaa bonble cua. Ho A caenato Bce, YTO CMoOTy.

Jomep Npeasioxua CHayana OTAOXHYTb M NOAKPenuTbCs, HO CnedonbiT OTKasancsa.— [Oaa 3TUX TPoux, —
CKasan oH, — ocobeHHo ana Papamunpa, Bpems UCTEKAET, A AO/IKEH CMeLUnTb.

OH Benen nosBatb MopeT M cnpocun, ectb M B Aome LenebHble Tpasbl, a UMEHHO — Lenema. Mopet
HenoHMmalolie NocmoTpena Ha Hero.— Auenac!— HeTepnenneo npousHec AparopH. Ha 3TOT pas KeHuwumHa
06pagoBaHO KMBHY/MA, HO BbIACHWIOCH, YTO B AOME TpaBbl HeT. 3a Hel nocnanu. AparopH CKAOHMACA Hag
dapamnpom, B3aa ero PyKy U NPUKOCHYACA KO N6Y. PaHeHbI He noweBennncs.

— OH obeccuneH, — yepes naedvo 6pocun AparopH MNHAanbdy. — Ho 310 He oT paHbl. Jobpbint 3HAK! Ecan bbl
€ro nopaswia cTpesa Hasrysa, oH 6bin 6bl y»ke MepTB. A Aymato, ero paHWAM toxKaHe. KTo BbiTawmn ctpeny? OHa
coxpaHunacb?

— BbiTawmn 51, — BbICTYNUA Bnepes MMpaxuib, — HO He coxpaHua. Tam 6bi1o He fo 3Toro. Ho, NOMHUTCA, 3TO
6blna He cTpena, a APOTUK, M OH Bbla NOXOXK Ha Te, KOTOPLIMK NOJIb3YIOTCSA t0XKaHe. MeHs elle Toraa yauMBuiIo, 4to
paHa HernyboKas v Takol NIMXopaaku bbiTb He A0MKHO. M03TOMyY A U NoAYMa NPO KPbIAaTbii y:Kac. KakoBa ke
no-salemy npuymHa’?
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— MNpWYMH MHOro, — Nokayan ronosoi AparopH.— 3TO M YCTaNoCTb, U OrOpPYEHWE, HaHECEHHOE OTLOM, W
paHa, a camoe rnasHoe — [lbixaHne Mpaka. OH YenoBek CUAbHOW BOAK, HO elle A0 6UTBbI A0ro Npobbin nog
TeHblo. Mpak MeaneHHO 0B/fageBasNl MM, HO MOKa €ro He pPaHWAW, OH AepyKanca. MHe HyKHO 6bl1o NpUinTK
paHbLe!

OH onycTMACA Ha KoneHu y noxka dapamupa, CHOBA MONOMKMA €My PYKY Ha N106 M 3acTbin. Tak npowno
HECKOMIbKO MMHYT. Bo3Ayx Hag, NoMKem C/A0BHO HaKaauaca U 3BeHen. Bce nouyyscTBoBanu, Kak CnegonsiT,
HanpAras Boto, 6OpPeTca C YEM-TO; UL Y HEro OCYHYNOCb, F1asa 3anann. Bpems oT BpeMeHUM OH NMOBTOPAA UMA
dapamupa, HO C KaxKablM pa3om Bce Tulle M cnabee, Kak ByaTO M caM OH yLIen OT BCeX M YXOAMA BCe fasiblie,
OK/IMKas 3aTepsBLIErocs BO MpakKe.

B 3TOT MmOMeHT B 3any B6exan beprnab. OH NpUHEC HECKO/IbKO IMCTLEB, 3aBEPHYTbIX B YUCTYIO TRANULY. — A
Hawen auenac! NpaBga, OH HEMHOTO NOABAA: €ro COPBa/M C HeAe o Haszad. froautca? — ManbumK B3rNAHYA Ha
dapamupa 1 HeOKMAAHHO 3annaKan.

Ho AparopH BcTan u ynblbHynaca. — Noautca, — ckazan oH.— Camoe njoxoe yxKe nosagu. Ycnokomncs! — oH
B3AN ABa /INCTKA TPaBbl, MOAbIWANA Ha HUX, MOTOM pa3maAn B nanbuax. KomHaTta ToTYyac HanNoAHMAACLb TaKUM
CBEXMM apOMaTOM, C/IOBHO BO3AyX MPOCHY/ICA U 3aUCKPUACA PasocCTbio. BpoasKHUK Bpocun AncTbs B Yally ¢
KMNAWeN BOAOM, M cepaua Tex, KTo 6bll B 3ane, BO3PafoBa/iWCb, KOrga OHM BAOXHY/AM 3anax: Kaxgomy
NPUNOMHUIOCH POCUCTOE YTPO B CTPAHE ero IHOCTU. AparopH BbINPAMWUACA, CIOBHO OLLYTUB NPUINB HOBbIX CUA,
M Korga oH noAHec Yawy K anuy ®apamupa, rnasa ero yablbanmce.

MpoLwno ewe HECKOIbKO MIHOBEHWI 1 Gapamup WweBebHY/ICA, OTKPbIA 11a3a U yBugen AparopHa. Barnag y
Hero NpPoCuA, U OH CKa3as efiBa C/bILWHO: — Bbl 3Ba/IM MeH#, U A npuwen. MNpuKasbiBalkite mHe!

— BoT mo# npukas, — oTBeTMA AparopH. — BepHUCb U3 cTpaHbl TeHel, Npobyauncs K xusHu! Ceiyac Tbl ycTan.
OTabixan, Nein, elb U KAN MeHA.

— A 6yay rotoB, noBenutenb, — ckaszan dapamup.— KTo XKe 6yaeT nexkaTb NpasgHo, Koraa BepHyAcs
NOAJINHHbBIN BOXAb?

— MNoKa npouait, — npomosiBun AparopH. — A Hy)KeH APYrum, — U OH BbILES U3 KOMHATbI, CONPOBOXKAAEMbI
MHAanbdom, Umpaxunem, domepom n MnHom. beperoHa, ¢ CbIHOM OCTaZINCb Y N10XKa NpaBUTeNA. YKe 3aKpblBas
ABepb 3a cobo, MuH ycnbiwan BockanuaHue Mopet: — Boxab! Bbl cabiwanu, A ke roBopuaa: oH UCUENAET OLHUM
npuvkocHoBeHnem! — M BCKope BCe B roCnuUTane y3Haau, 4To ABMACA MOTYYUiA BOXKAb, AapylOWmi ncueneHue. U
3Ta BeCTb pacnpocTpaHUAachb NO BCEMY ropoay.

AparopH ocmoTpen J0BWH M CKasan: — BOT KTo npuHan Taxensit ygap! CnomaHHaa pyka — He bega, oHa
CpacTeTcs, eC/N KMU3Hb BO3bMET CBOE. A BOT C MPaBOW PYKOM Kyaa XyKe. Yepes Hee NpoLu/io TaKoe 3710, YTO XOTA
OHa W L,eNa, HO KMU3HU B Hell HeT.

[JeBylUKa nogHAMa Mey Ha TAKOro Bpara, KOTOPbIM He MO CMAaM MHOTUM BUTA3AM. HyXHO ObiTb TBEpXKe
CTann, YTobbI BLICTOATL B TAKOM MoeanHKe. 31aa cyabba ckpectuna ux nytu. Moryuuii poa BoXaen B3pacTua 3To
NpeKpacHoe IHOoe AepeBLe 411 *KMU3HM U CHACTbA, a el Bbinana apyras gons. [naga Ha Hee, A BCMOMMWHAN LBETbI,
BbIKOBaHHbIE APEBHUMMU 3NbPUIACKMMM MacTepamm. OHM BbliM NpeKpacHbl, HO 3To 6bln meTann. Kakoii-To xonog,
OCTAHOBW/I ABUMEHME TOKOB KM3HM B 3TOM 4YyAeCHOM co3gaHuu. Ee 60n1e3Hb HaYanacb 3a40/ro 40 3TOro AHS,
BEpPHO, Jomep?

30N\ep NOoAHAN Ha HEro CTpa,D,aJ'Ib‘-IECKVIVI B30p. — Yto cnpawnBaTb MeHA? Bbl U camun Bce 3HaeTe. Jo BCTpEe4n
C BamMm cecCTpa 6bln1a NOJIHA KU3HU. Y Hee Bbinun U CTpaxun U TpesBoOrn, oOHa geanna nx co MH0171, NOKa I'pwwa L'|E|:)Hbll\;1
6bl21 COBETHUKOM npaBuTenA, HO He 34eCb MPUYNHA ee nedanun.

— [Opyr moW, — yyacTamBo BCTynuAa MHAANbG, — y BaC eCTb KOHM, HoeBble NoABUTM, BOJIbHbIE MOAIA, A ee AyX,
OTBaroi paBHbli Ballemy, 3aKNOUEH B TeNe KeHWwuHbl. OHa Nobuaa NpaBuTeNsa Kak oTua M yxakmBasaa 3a HUM,
CTpagan oT TOro, YTO MpaK U APAXA0CTb Ha r1a3ax 040NEeBaloT ero. A NpasuTeb, Hag, KOTOPbIM CMbIKaACA Mpak,
obpallan Ha Hee BHMMaHWUA He BOAbLIe, YeM Ha CBOM MOCOX. A Yero ctounun peum Mpumbl YepHoro, 3o AHA B
[OeHb, KaK YepBsK, TOYMBLLErO BCE, PafM YEro OHa Xuaa 1 Bo 4To Bepuna?

Bce monuyanu, monyan n Jomep, raaa Ha Cectpy, CI0BHO 3aHOBO 064ymbiBan npoLioe.

TUwKWHY Hapywnn AparopH.
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— HeT Ha cBeTe nevyanbHee 6e30TBETHOM NOOBU NPEKPACHOM M OTBaXKHOM AeBbl. C Tex Nop, Kak A NpocTuaca
c Hen B CeBepHoit JlowmHe u BCTynua Ha MyTb Mpaka, y meHa He 6bl/10 6onblLero cTpaxa, Yem 3a cyabby D0BUH.
Ho BOT uTO cKaky a, Jomep. Bac oHa n0OUT 1 3HAET, a BO MHe /IloOUT TO/IbKO CBOIO MeUTy O C/laBe U Nogsurax,
MEYTY O HOBbIX HE3HAaKOMbIX CTpaHax, — AparopH roBopu/, a rnasa ero sce 6o/blwe 06palLanncb BHYTPb; BUAHO
6b1/10, YTO OH cobupaeT cunbl Ana 6opbbbl CO CMePTbIO. — A MOTY UCLLE/INTL ee TeNI0 U BEPHYTb U3 CTPaHbl TEHEN.
Ho ecnn, NpocHyBWKUCb, OHa HEe CMOXET NPeoAo/IeTb CBOEro OTYasHMA, TO YMPET, PasBe YTO HaWaeTca gpyroe
JIeKapCTBO, OT MeHA He 3aBucAuwee... MoaBurM ee paBHbl AenaM CNABHEWWWUX BOXKAEW, HeNb3s OTAaBaTb ee
CMepTH.

AparopH HAK/IOHUACA U AO0NTO BraAaabiBanca B 66]108, KaK n1nanAa, HO 3acCTbiBLUEE, KaK MOTW/IbHBIN KaMeHb
nvuo. OH nouenosan ee B nob6 un HErpomMKo nosean: — D0BWH, [04b 3ompr,a, I'IpOCHVICb! Teoero Bpara 6onble
HeT.

OHa He noweBennnacb, HO CTana AblWaTb POBHee W ry6yke. AparopH pasmsan B NasbLax ewe AB8a JIMCTUKA
uenembl M 6pocun MX B KuMAWyl BoAy. ITOM BOZOM OH OMbIN eli 106 M MpaByld PYKY, XONOAHYI M
6e3KM3HEHHYI0, HeABUKHO JIeXKaBLUYIO Ha ogense.

M Torpga, — notomy nun, 4To AparopH aencremtenbHo ob6nagan 3abbiTbimu cMaamu HymeHopa, uam 1o 6b110
[eicTBue ero c/oB, — BCEM NPUCYTCTBYIOLLMM MOKa3a/10Cb, YTO B OKHO BOPBA/ICA CBEXKWUI BETEP, TAKOMN, KAKUM OH
poXKaaeTcsa Ha BepLUMHAX rop, BbICOKO Moj 38e34amu, Uan Ha nobepexbe, Haa cepebpaHoli neHoin mops.

— MpocHucb, D0BUH! — NoBTOPWA AparopH U B3AA ee Npasyto pyKy. — MNpocHuck! TeHb Ucyesna, mpak ywen! —
OH BNOXWN ee pyKy B NagoHb domepa M OoTCTynua. — Mo30BU ee, — NOCOBETOBA/ OH M TUXOHbKO BbIWEN U3
KOMHaTbI.

— J0BMH, J0BUH! — BCKpnyan co cnesamm Jomep.

BHesanHo AeBylKa OTKpblAa rnasa v npomonsuna: — Jomep! O, Kakasa pafocTb! A OHM FOBOPMAN MHE, UYTO
Tbl y6UT. HeT. 3To 6b1M TEMHbIE ron0ca B Moem cHe. [Jo/ro an A cnana?

— Her, cecTpa, He gonro. He aymait 6onblie 06 aTom.

— Kak a ycTtana, — mea/leHHO NPOroBopM/Ia OHa, MHE HYXKHO OTA0XHYTb. CKaXKM TONIbKO, YTO C NpaBuTenem?
domep onycTua rnasa.

— Xopowwo, He roBopu. A 3Hato cama. OH ymep, KaK 1 NpeavyBCcTBOBaA.

— OH ymep, — noateepann Jomep, — HO nepes, CMepTbio 3aBellan MHe NPocTUTbea ¢ Toboto. OH Ntobun Tebs
60/ble, yem go4b. Tenepb ero Teao ¢ NoYecTAMM nokoutca B Liutagenn Mopoaa.

— KakK ropbkKo... — NponsHecna 0BMH, — HO 3TO M Ayyle. Tenepb BCe BUAAT, YTO YeCTb NpaBuTena PuctaHmm
He normbna. A 4To c opyKeHocuem TeozeHa, C HEBLICOK/IMKOM? — BcTpeneHynacb OoHa. — BOT KTO HacTosLmMiA
pbiuapb, 6pat! HemHoro HageTca ntoaei, oTBarkHee ero.

- MepVIa,CI,OK 34ecCb, B rocnutane, — nocnewnn oTBeTUTb I'aHp,anbd). - Bbl3A0paBﬂMBal71Te, A 6yp,y BO3/1€ Hero.
Al cyacTams, YTO CTONb p,O6J'I€CTHaFI BOUTE/IbHULUA BO3BPALLAETCA K XKU3HU.

— K %u3Hu? — MosTopmna I0BUH. — MoKeT bbIThb. [0 KpalHel mepe, NOKa A Hy»KHa 34ecb... Ho noTom...
MHAaned 1 MNuH BOWAM B KOMHATY K Meppu 1 yBUAENM CKNOHMBLLETOCA Hag HUM AparopHa.

— Meppu! BegHbii moit gpyr! — Bckpmyan MNuH, 6pocadack K Hemy. Meppu bbin Tak HeaBUMKMM, YTO [UH
ucnyrancs.

— He 6oiics, — ycnokoun ero AparopH. — 34ecb A ycnen BOBpems M ye nossas ero. Celyac OH CULWKOM
ycTan. TpyaHasa paboTa y Hero nosagu. Basoem ¢ D0BUH OHM M3rHaAM M3 MMPA CTPALLHYIO TeHb. Ho Kak 6bl TO HK
6bIn y»KaceH 3TOT 60K, AyX ero ocTajnca BecesbiM U CU/IbHbIM, XOTA U CKOopbb Tenepb He 3abyaeTca. Ho oHa He
OMPAYUT ero cepaue, a TO/IbKO HayunT MyapoCTy.

OH NoN0XKKA PYKY Ha ronosy Meppu 1, NpoBeas No TEMHbIM KyApAM, MPUKOCHY/CA K BEKaM M CHOBa No3Bas
no nmeHu. CHoBa 3anmax LesemMbl Pasauaca No KOMHaTe, Kak apomaT UBEeTyLMX CagoB W yAbeB, NOMHbIX MeAa.
Meppu OTKpbIA r1a3a U cKkasan:

— Xouy ecTb. KoTopbIit yac?
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— Y}KUH yxKe npoluen, — pactepanca MuH, — Ho A NpuHecy Tebe Yyero-HMbyab, ecav MHe NO3BOAIAT.

— KoHeyHo, no3sonAt,— noaboapun ero MdHAanbd. — o3BonAT Bce, yero 6Byaer yrogHo noKenaTtb
OTBaXHOMY BcafiHWKY, BCe, YTO TO/IbKO HanaeTtca B MuHac TupuTe, rae ero MMa OKPY»KeHO NoYeToMm.

—lagHo, — cornacunca Meppu.— Torga, 3HAYUT, MOYXMHATL W [NOTOK BWHA...— TyT AMUO Yy Hero
3aTymaHunocb. — HeT, He Hago BMHa. KaxeTcs, s HUKoraa He byay 6onblue NTb BUHA.

— Mouemy? — HegoymeHHo cnpocua MnH.

— Buauwb nn, — meaneHHo npousHec Meppu, Mol rocnoguH ymep. A BUHO HanoMHUT mMHe o0 Hem. OH
CKasa/l, UTO HMKOraa He MpUAETCa emMy CUAETb C KYBKOM M cayliaTb MOM paccKasbl. ITO 6blIM NOYTU UYTO ero
nocneaHue cnosa. A HUKoraa 6osblle He CMOry NMUTb, He BCMOMHMB O HEM M O Halleli BcTpede B Ckanbbypre. U o
TOM, KaK OH norub...

—Tak neit 1 BcnomuHam! — BocknnkHyn AparopH. — OH 6bia1 BEIMKUM BOXKAEM W BCerga aep»kan cnoso. OH
CyMen NOJHATbCA M3 TEHW K MOCAeLHEMY CBOEMY SPKOMY YTpy. XOTb Tbl U HE [0/r0 CAYXKUA eMy, HO, AyMato,
60n1ee noyeTHOM cyKbbl y Tebs 6onblie He byaeT. BcnomuHali o Hem ¢ pagoCTbio.

Meppu ynblbHyACA.

— CornaceH. Ecnm BpogsKHWK LOCTAHET U3 CYMKM MO0 GAISIKKY, A BbiNbto U Byay Beces. BoT TonbKo yuenena
nn B 6oto pasAKKa...

— Hy, 3Haewb, Mepuraaok! — MpuTBOPHO paccepamnca AparopH, — ecnu Tbl AyMaellb, YTO A NpoLlen yepes
ropbl U PEKN C OTHEM M MEYOM TOJIbKO A/1A TOrO, YTO6bl BEPHYTb HEPAAMBOMY BOMHY NOTEPAHHYIO UM CYMKY, TO
ownbaewsbca. Muwm ee cam, a MHe nopa. A He cnan B TaKOM NOCTeNN, KaK TBOA, C TeX Nop, Kak Bblexan us CesepHoi
JlowWwmMHbI, @ He en co BYepaLlHero Beyepa.

Meppu noiiMan ero pyKy v nouesosari.

—|_||OOCTM MeHA, — CKa3an OH, — ngn, KOHe4YHo, C TeX nop, NOMHULIb, B EpM, Mbl TOZIbKO U Aenaem, 41O
mewaemcs Tebe. Ho yto ¢ Hamm I'IOAEJ'IBELLII:! Korpa npuxoanT BbICOKaA MWUHYTA, KaK BOT CEVI‘-IBC, Mbl TOBOPUM
NYyCTAKN, NOTOMY 4YTO 60MMCSA CKa3aTb C/IMLLKOM MHOTO, a TO M BOBCE HE MOXKEM HanNTK HYXHbIX CNOB.

— [1a 3Halo A Bac, 3Hato, — oTMaxHyncs AparopH. — lNyctb Xo66utaHmna HMKoraa He ysHaeT TeHu! — C atmm
cnoBamu oH nouenosan Meppwu B 106 u Bbiwen, a MHAaNbO NociefoBaa 33 HUM.

MuH ocTanca co ceomm apyrom. — Hy, uto? 'ae Hagelwb APYroro Takoro, Kak Haw bpoaaxHuK? — Cnpocun
OH. — Kpome M3Haanbda, KoHeyHo. Tbl 3HaelWb, NO-MOeMy, OHU B poactee. KcTaTu, AOpOro Mol ocauK, TBOA
CYMKa NIEeXKMT OKOJIO KPOBaTK, a Koraa a Teba BcTpeTun, 6bina y Tebs 3a CNMHON. BpoasyKHUK ee, KOHEYHO, BUAE.
[a uto Tam! Y meHs Begb TOXe ecTb GaAXKKa, U He nyctaa. BoT, Bo3bmu, a A nobery, novuy tebe yero-HnMbyab
noectb. A NOTOM Yy Mbl C Tobon oTAOoXHEM. Mbl, X0661TbI, TAKOW Hapog, YTO He MOXKeM AOAro OCTaBaTbCA Ha
BEpLUMHAX.

—[a, — nogteepann Meppu, — A, BOT, He mory. o KpaliHel mepe, ceityac. Ho mbl moxem, MnH, xoTa Obl
BUAETb U UTUTb UX. KOHEYHO, Mbl Nt0BMM CBOIO 3eMIt0, HO, HAaBEPHOE, eCTb YTO-TO el Bbile 3Toro. M ecan bl He
TaK, TO HN OAWH CafOBHMK He cmor 6bl MMPHO TPYAUTbLCA B CBOeM caauKe. Bce paBHO — 3Haem mbl 06 3Tom
BbICLLEM MMM HeT. Al paa, YTo Tenepb XOTA Obl AOraablBatocb 06 3TOM.

AparopH ¢ MNHAaNbPOM HaALWN CMOTPUTENA TOCMUTANA U Aann emy yKasaHus oTHocutenbHo Papammpa um
J0BUH.

— J0oBMH [I0/KHa NPOJIeXKaTh ellle AHeN AecATb, — CKa3an emy AparopH. — He nossonaiiTe el BCTaBaTb, AaKe
€C/I1 OHa 3aXxoyerT.

A MHpanbd gobasun, uto Papammpy MoKHO COOBLWUTL O CMePTH [LleHeTopa, HO HeNMb3sl HU C/I0Ba TOBOPUTH
0 NopasuBLIEM NpaBUTeNs 6eaymunu.

- HDOCHEAMTE, YTOObI HE rosopuaun 06 3TOM HM EEDEFOHA, HU XO66VITbI, OHU TOXKe bblnn NPUY 3TOM, — CKa3an
OH.

CmoTpuTenb cnpocu, 4to agenatb ¢ Meppu, ecnm oH 3axo4eT BCTaTb, U MHAaAbG OTBETMA, YTO 3TO MOMKHO. —
OH MOKeT Aake NoryasaTb C APY3bAMW, KOrAa 3axoueT, -406aBu oH.
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— 3ameyvaTenbHblt Hapog! — CKasan cMoTpuTeslb, NOKayYaB rosoBoi. — XpynKUn ¢ BUAY, HO BHYTPU — OYEHb
Kpenkumn.

Y aBepeit rocnuTana cobpanach Lenas Tonna. Bce xotenn snaeto AparopHa, Ytobbl OH UCLLENA UX poamuyeit
N apy3en, 60bHbIX UM PaHEHbIX, UK NopaxKeHHbIX AbixaHnem Mpaka. AparopH nocsian 3a CbIHOBbAMM INPOHAA
N BTPOEM OHU TPYAWUIUCb A0 rnybokolh Houn. U Bce B Mopoae roBopuaun: — BoT npuiuien noa/IMHHbIN BOXAb U
npasutenb!

K yTpy CnefonbiT MO4YyBCTBOBaJ, YTO CU/bl MOKMZAlOT ero. Torga OH 3aKyTalcis B Cepbld nnaw, M
BbICKO/Ib3HYN 13 f0poAa, BEPHYBLUMUCH K cebe B waTep.

A yTpom nepeg Untagensio passusanocb 3Hams [on Ampota c 6enbim Kopabnem-nebegem Ha ronybbix
BOJIHaX. JloAM CMOTPE/IM Ha HEro U YMUAAAUCL. MHOTUE yKacbl NpoLeLuei HOYM Ka3auch Tenepb CHOM.
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8. MOCJIEAHUHU IT0X0/

YTpo nocne 6utebl HbIO CBEXee M AcCHOe. BeTep 3axoaun c 3anaga, no Heby Gexanwn nerkme obnayka.
JNeronac vl FTumnu c 3apei 661N Ha HOrax U NPOCKMAKU paspeLleHnsa NOUTU B TOPOA; MM XOTeslocb NoBMaaTb Meppu
u MuHa.

— MNpPUATHO y3HaTb, YTO OHM KMBbI, — CKa3aa MMMAN. — ITO e CKOJIbKUX TPYyA0B OHU Ham cTtomnau! BoT 6bino
6bl 06MAHO, NpoNaay OHU AAPOM.

— MpoBepaliTe unx, — cornacuiaca AparopH, — a 3a04Ho nepegaite bnaropogHomy Mmpaxuto, HbIHELHEMY
NpPaBUTENIIO TOPOAA, YTO A KAy ero, Jomepa U APYrMx BOeHayalbHUKOB y cebsa B waTtpe. Elle He Bpems mHe
BXOAMTb B FOPOA, HO HAaM HY}KHO NMOCOBETOBATLCA O Ba*KHOM gene.

3nbd M rHom BMecTe BowAM B MuHac TUpwWT, ¢ N0O6ONBITCTBOM 03MPascb MO CTOPOHAM M He obpauias
BHUMaHWA HA YAUBNEHHbIE B3rA4bl BCTPEYHbIX.

—34ecb ecTb HEeMAoXan KaMeHHan KAaakKa, — CTeneHHo ropopua MNMmau, nornaxmeas 6opoay, — HO He Besge,
a BOT YAMUbBI MOXHO 6bl YCTpOUTb M moaydwe. Ecam AparopH cTaHeT npaBuTesieM 34ecCb, A NPeANoXKy emy
NPUFAACUTb HALIKMX NYYLINX MacTEPOB, U Mbl CAENAEM ropoa TakMM, YTO UM ByayT ropaUTLCA.

-n Xopouwo 6bl nobonbLue CafoB, — MeyTaTeNlIbHO ,a,o6an1 Neronac. — loma 3pecb MepPTBbI; MaJ10o 3€1EHN —
Mano pagocTtu. Ecan AparopH CTaHEeT npasutenem, To 1nxosecckme Bﬂbd)bl NPULWLNKOT eMy nesynx NTmy, LBETOB U
BEe4YHO3€e/IEHbIX AEepPeEBbEB.

OHu Hawam Umpaxuna, n Jleronac, NnpuMsHaB B HeEM pogmMya 3/1bd0B, HU3KO MOKAOHMACA. — [PUBETCTBYIO
BEJIMKOTO BOXAA! — CKasan oH. — Mbl XOTUM BUAETb Hawux apysei, MepuagoKa u MNeperpuMHa, Ham cKasanau, 4to
OHW Ha BaLIEM MONeyYeHuun.

— Bbl Ha17|,a,eTe ux B rocnutane. No3BosbTe, A NPOBOXY BaC TyAa, — Y4TUBO NPessioXunn Mmpaxunb.

Ho Jleronac nobnarogapun ero v Nonpocun TONbKO AaTb MM npoBoskatoro. OH nepegan BoxAw Lon
AmpoTa npurnaweHve AparopHa. — MUTpaHAmMp yKe Tam, — 406aBuA OH.

— Mbl ckopo npuaem, 3asepua UMpaxusb 1 106E3HO NPOCTUIICA C HUMM.

Bckope npuwen cayra v NpoBoauA UX A0 rocnutans. Tam, B cagy, OHW HaW/IM CBOMX Apy3eit; BcTpeya bbina
pagocTHOW. TaK xopolwa 6blaa 3Ta KOPOTKas MUHYTA NOKOA M oTAbIXa, HO Meppu bbicTpo ycTan. Toraa oHu cenm
OTZOXHYTb Ha cTeHe. Mo3agu bbin cag, a JaneKko BNepean — CBEPKAOWMIA Ha COMHLE AHOYWH.

Xo66utbl paccnpawmnBanu Apy3e O TOM, YTO CAYYMAOCb C HUMM C MOMeHTa npowaHua B CesepHoW
NowmHe. T'mmnm Bce ewe He mor 3abbiTb M NPOCTUTL cebe cBOEro CTpaxa, MO3TOMY He CTan HUYEro roBOPUTD.
MoapobHoCcTM OHM y3HaNW oT Jleronaca.

—Mocne Ipexa Mbl CKaKanW elLe YeTBepo CyTOK, — roBOpuA 3/bd, — U Yem Aanblue Mbl NPOABUTAANCH MO
3aTeMHEHHbIM 3eMIsiM, Tem 60/1ee CUNLHOWM M rPO3HOW Bbirfaena Apmusa TeHelt y Hac 3a cnuHol. Tenepb Bce
BMAENW, YTO Mnog 3HameHamu Kopona MepTBbiX MAYT U BCagHUKM WM Mewue, HO U Te U Apyrue ABWUraiucCb C
OAMHAKOBOM BbICTPOTOM, B MOJIHOM MOJIYAHUK, U FNa3a UX rOpen MpadHbiM orHem 6uTBbl. Ha ckanax SlameaoHa
OHM 6bIN0 060rHANM HAc, HO MO KOMaHAe AparopHa CHOBa 3aHAIM CBOe MecTo. [axe TeHU B6blIM NOCAYLWHbI ero
BOJIE.

B oAMH M3 gHEN Mbl TaK U He AOXKAA/MCb PACCBETA, U B MIJIUCTbIX CyMepKax MWHOBaau Kupun, notom
PuHrno, n HakoHey, npubblan K ycTbto [xRunopenHa. MeCTHbI FapPHUM3OH W3 MNOCAEAHWUX CUN YAepKMBan
nepenpasy OT HaTUCKA yMBapCKMX NMMPATOB U XOPOLPUMLEB, NOAHMMABLUMXCA MO peke. C HaWMM MPUXO[0M
CpaKeHWe OKOHYMIOCb, MOTOMY YTO M 3aLMTHUKM M Hanmagaslune nobpocanu opy:ue u bexkanu, 3aBbiBana OT
CTpaxa, nepes BoMckom Kopona MepTtebix. Tonbko y 3Hrbopa, MpaButena JlameaoHa, A0CTan0 My¥KecTBa
BCTPETUTb HAc. AparopH npukasan emy cobpaTb CBOM HapoA, NPONyCTUTb NPU3PAKOB U CAefo0BaTb 33 HUMUK. «B
Menaprupe Bbl MOXKeTe NMoHagobutbca HacneaHwky Ucunaypa», — ckasan AparopH, U DHréop TO/NbKO MO/4a
NMOKAOHW/ICA, 6E30rOBOPOYHO NPU3HAB €r0 BAACTD.

3a [)KMNpenHOM Mbl HEMHOFO OTZOXHYM, HO AparopH Toponw/, NoToMy 4to MuHac TupuT 6bin B ocage.
Houb ewe He MWHOBasa, @ Mbl YKe MYajnCb NO paBHWHam JlebeHHMHA. Korga-to B MecCHAX OHW 3BajMCb
3e/eHbIMK, a Tenepb OblIM TEMHBIMM W yrploMbiMU. Bparn 6exkann nepeg Hamu, M y HUX Ha MJeYax Mbl
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BbIpBaZINCb HAaKOHeL, K Benunkoii Peke.

B nepBbI MOMEHT, Npu BUAe BecKkpaiHMx BOA, NOA, NPOH3UTE/IbHbIE KPUKM YaeK A NoAyMas, YTO Mbl BbILLAM
K Mopto. Ho 310 6bina aenbta AHAYMHA.

3necb, B [Menaprupe, ctoan OCHOBHOM GnOT yMbBapcKMX nupaToB — NATbAECAT OO0/bliMX Kopabnen u
beccyeTHoe 4Mcno NoAokK U bapkacoB. Bmecte ¢ Tonnamu Gerywmx B raBaHb BOpBancA CTpax. HeckosbKo
Kopabnein ycnenn yutm BHM3 MO Peke, HO 3TO He crnacio ux. OTpAAbl XOPOAPUMUEB, MpuKaTble K Peke,
NpUroToBMAUCL K 060poHe. OHKM Bce eLle NpeacTaBaAnm cobon cuabHoe, xopoLwo oby4yeHHoe BOMCKO.

Ho AparopH Bckpuyan: «Bnepepa, knatsonpectynHukn! YepHoim KamHem 3aknunHato Bac, Bnepeg, B 6oi!», U
NPU3PaKN CepbiMU BOJIHAMW XNbIHY/IM B raBaHb. [1yxoit ponoT ronocos 3anonHun 6eper, CNOBHO M3-Noj 3eMan
3By4Yann 6oesble pora. Hap PeKkoi Kak 6yATo BOCCTANM M3 MPOLIAOFO 3BYKM KaKOro-To 3abbITOro cpaKeHus
TemHbIx BpemeH. MoBctogy mepuanu baegHble KAUHKA, HO HageXKHee Meyeli BparoB pasua cnenom yxac. HUKTo u
HMYTO HE MOT/10 OCTaHOBWUTb BOIMCKa MepTBbIX.

OHM npowaun no Bcem Kopabasm, CTOABWIMM Yy MPUYAN0B, U NO TEM, KOTOPble yCNean oTnibiTb — BoAa He
OCTaHOBMAA NPU3PaYHbIX BOMHOB. MMpaTbl Ha KOPabaax cxoamam ¢ yma u 6pocanncb 3a 60pt. OcTanncb TONbKO
NPUKOBaHHble K Becnam pabbl. Mbl NpocKaKanu yepes Becb lenaprup, 1 Bparv BOKpyr nagann, CA0BHO /IUCTbA C
AepeBbeB. K KOHUY AHA He 0CTaNoCb HMKOTO, KTO MOT 6bl conpoTneaatbea. OaHu 6blan youUTbl, Apyrne yToHyAu,
TpeTbu 6erKanu Ha tor. Ha Kaxkablit U3 3axBaveHHbIX Kopabneit AparopH nocnan yenoBeKka 13 oTpaaa Xanbbapaga.
OHM 0cBO6OAMAN NEHHUKOB M packoBaau pabos.

A ewe nogyman torga, — 3a4ymymnBo CKasan 3J'Ib(b, — CTPAaHHO N CMUMBOJINYHO, YTO C/NIyTHn Mopp,opa OKa3a/ncCb
I'IO6€)'K,CI,€HbI cnnamm mpaka n CMepTn — CcOBCTBEHHbIM OopyXnem TemHoro Bnaabiku.

MOMHI0, A B3rNAHYA HA Hawero bpoaa)KHUKA 1 B3APOrHYA. KaKMM BEMKMM M YXKACHbIM BAacTUTeem Mor
6bl cTaTb OH ¢ nomoubio Konbua! Mopaop cTpawmtca He HanpacHo. Ho 6naropoAcTtBo ayxa AparopHa Bbllle
pasymeHua CaypoHa.

MoaHABWKMCL Ha nanyby camoro 6onblioro Kopabna, dneccap noaan 3Hak Koposo MepTsbix. Bokpyr
COMKHYANCb GE3MONBHble M MOYTU HEBUAMMbIE PAAbl NPU3pPaKkoB. TONAbKO M3peaKa B rnasax Mx 6arposo
BCMbIXMBAAN OTCBETbI N1IAMEHM FOPALLUX Kopabnen.

«Cnywarite HacnegHuka Ucnungypa! — T/poMKo npomnsHec AparopH. — Bbl UCMOIHWAW CBOIO KAATBY, Tenepb f
MCMOJIHIO CBOO. Bbl cBO6OAHDI. YXOAMUTE, U HE TPEBOXKbTE BO/bLIE XUBbIX. 1 430 BaM BEYHbIA MOKOW.»

Torpa Bnepep, BbicTynua Koponb MepTBbix. OH nepesiomus CBOe Konbe, M 06I0MKM YNasn Ha 3eMALO, TYT Ke
BCMbIXHYB 61eAHbIMW OrOHbKaMK. [OTOM OH HM3KO MOKJ/IOHMACA WM NOLUea NPOoYb, @ 33 HAM — BCE €ro BOMHCTBO.
OHM 1cYesnun, Kak HOYHOM TyMaH nog NopbIBOM YTpeHHero BeTpa. Mx He cTano, u ntoam 6yaTo OYHYIUCH OTO CHA.

B Ty Houb B mopTy Kunena pabota. Cpean pabos 6bI10 MHOMKECTBO FOHAOPLEB, Ntogen U3 JIMBEHHUHA U
3Tnpa. BmecTe c oTpagom dHréopa Habupanock 60abLIOE BOMCKO. Y3HaB, YTo AparopH naet ocsoboxaaTb MuHac
TWpUT, BCE OHM NPOCUAN B3ATb MX C coboi. Mma HacnegHuka Mcungypa 6b110 AN HUX MAassKOM BO MPaKe HOYM.
Kopabau 3a HOUYb NOATOTOBUAM K MOX0AY, U YTPOM Mbl OTM/bIAN Ha ceBep.

Mbl MNOKMHY/IM PUCTaHUIO BCEro LWECTb AHEW Ha3aA, XOTA MHOTMM M3 HAc Kas3asioCb, YTO Mbl yXKe MecsLbl B
nyTWn. AparopH cnewwun. OH npocun BbiBLLIMX PaboB NpuMHaneyb Ha Becna. OHM 1 6e3 Toro BbIBMBAIUCL U3 CUA, HO
BETEP U TeyeHue BblNn NPOTUB HaC.

OpHaKo B NONHOYb MOPSAKKU M3 ITMPA CKa3a/u, 4YTo BeTep meHseTcAa. OH M B caMoM Zene CTan NonyTHbIM, Mbl
CMOMN NOAHATb Mapyca, U K yTpy 3Hamsa AparopHa y)Ke pesno Ha [efeHHOPCKOW paBHUHE Hag, Hawumwu
BOMCKamM, naywmmm B 60oit.

3710 6bIN BEAMKUI A€Hb U ANA MeHA, 1 ans Bcero Cpeamsembsn!l

Mmpaxunb, Jomep M apyrme BoeHavyanbHUKKU cobpanuch B wwaTtpe AparopHa. Tam yxe 6bian MNHAanbd u
CbIHOBbA JNpOoHAa.

— Hy)KHO pewaTb, YTO AenaTb Janble, — obpaTuaca mar K cobpaswmmcs. — [eHeTop roBopun nepeg,
CMepTbHO, YTO CU/IbI Bpara HeoZ0MMbl. Hago NpusHaTh, YTO TaK OHO M eCTb. Y Hac HeT HaZexabl Ha nobeay, ecnm
Mbl ByZieM HaZeAaTbCA TOJIbKO Ha Opy»Kue.
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— TaK 4To *Ke, OTCTYNaTb UM }KAaTb rMb6eNn? — HEBONbHO BOCKAMKHY Domep.

— BoBce HeT. fl ckasan, 4To nobeapl HeNb3A JOOUTLCA OpYKMEM, HO A BepLo B Apyryto nobeay. Nb6o B LeHTpe
3TOl BOMHbI cTouT Konbuo Bcesnactbs, — onopa YepHoit Kpenoctn n Hagexaa CaypoHa. Ecam oHo BepHeTcs K
Hemy, TO BCA Hala [obnectb b6yaeT HanpacHoi, Bpar nobegut — 6bICTpO M HaBcerga. Ho ecan oHo byaer
YHUYTOXKEHO, TO OH NaAeT, NAfeT TOXKEe HaBceraa, CTaHeT PA3BON/IOLLEHHOM TEHbIO A0 KOHLLA 3TOro Mmpa.

Mo cnoBam mara noJsiy4anocb, 4To TeMHblli Bnagbika 3HaeT Tenepb coBeplleHHO TOYHO O HaxoaKke Kosbua.
He 3HaeT TonbKo — rae oHo. OH AymaeT, YTo KONbLOM BnageeT oauH n3 Boxaei 3anaaa, v Tenepb bygeT cneautb
33 HaMM U KAaTb, KOoraa BOKpyr Konbla HauyHyTcA pasgopbl, a Bpar — Bennkuii mactep MMu nonb3oBaTtbea. OH Bce
ewe Hageetca BepHyTb Konbuo. Ero npuctanbHbiii B3rnag, npuvkoBaH K [OHAOPY, CBOM BRafeHUA ero He
WHTEpecytoT.

— AparopH, Bpar Buaen tebs B ManaHtnpe OpTxaHKa? — HeoKnAaHHO Cpocun mar.

— [a, nepes cambim BbIXOAOM M3 XopHe, -0TBeTUA AparopH. — 3To 6bI10 Ha AecATbi AeHb nocne Papoca.
Hecatb aHei XpaHuTenb 6bin B nyTu. A pewmnn otenedb OKO OT ero cobcTBeHHOM cTpaHbl. paBaa, A HUKaK He
npegnonaran, yto CaypoH OTBETUT Ha MOW BbI30B TaK BbICTPO U CUABHO.

OpaHako MHaanbd ogobpun ero, ckasas:

— Tbl NOCTYNWUA UMEHHO TaK, KaK Hy»KHO. Ho A Aymatlo o Tom, YTo AenaTtb ceityac. Kosbua y Hac HeT, a 6e3
Hero Ham He nobeautb Bpara cunoi. Ho mbl NpocTo 06A3aHbl OTBAEYL €ro BHMMaHWe. Moe npegioskeHue —
BbICTyNaTb HemMeA/IeHHO, ceiyac »e. A npegnarato cTaTb NPMMaHKOW, B KoTopyto CaypoH BLENUTCA MepTBOW
XBaTKOW, MOTOMY YTO ByAeT MCKaTb cpeam Hac HoBoro obnagatena Konbua. MosKeT cTaTbcA, BCeM Ham cyabba
NornbHyYTb B 3TON BUTBE, MOMKET CTaTbCA, HUKTO M3 HAC He Y3HaeT, YeM KOHUYMIOCh AeN0: YHUUTOXEHO nn Konbuo,
nan v CaypoH, HO Mbl I0/KHbI AaTb XPaHUTENIO MCMNO/1b30BaTb CBOM eAMHCTBEHHbIN LAHC, KaKUM Bbl MU3EPHbBIM
OH He 6bl.

Kakabiii U3 NpUCyTCTBYIOLLMX NOHMMa, YTO COBET Mara pa3yMeH, 1 Koraa AparopH 3asaBui, YTo NpUHUMaET
ero, Bce NpMcoeanHUANCL K Hemy. MNMoacuynTanm BOMCKa, OKa3asocCh, YTO BOEHaYa/lbHUKM MOTYT cobpaTb OKONO
CEMMU TbICAY KOHHbIX M newux, a B FoOHAOpe Moc/ie 3TOr0 OCTaHeTCA BOMCK He MeHblle, Yem nepen, Hayaaom
BOEHHbIX AEeNCTBUNA.

Yepes ABa AHA BOMCKa cobpanvch Ha MeneHHOPCKOW paBHUHE, FOTOBbIE BbICTYMUTb.

Neronac v TMmnun JonKHbI BblIM exaTb BMecTe, B 04HOM OTpage ¢ AparopHom, MHAANbPOM U CbIHOBbAMM
dnpoHza. Meppw, K ero Be/IMKOMY OropyYeHuto, MPULLIOCL OCTaTbeA B Ffopoge.

— Monmu, — yBeweBan ero AparopH, — Tebe paHo OTNpaBAATbCA B TaKon noxon. He roptoit. [darke ecam ao
KOHLA BOMHbI, KaKMM Obl OH He b6blai, Tbl He caenaewb 6O/blle HUM wWary, caaBy Tbl 3aCAYyXKUA BeauKylo. A
Xob66uTtaHuio B noxoae byaer npeactaBnAtb lNeperpuH. Hago aaTb emy BO3MOMHOCTb CPaBHATbLCA C TOOOM B
nogsurax. A 4To 40 ONacHOCTU, TO OHa O4MHAKOBA M NS TeX, KTo uaet B Mopaop, U AN TeX, KTO OCTaeTcs 34ech.
Mpowai!

NTak, Meppu YHbINO CTOAN Ha CTeHEe U CMOTPEN, KaK cobupaloTca BOMCKa. PAAoOM C HUM cuaen nevanbHbIn
Beprunb: ero oTel, He 6bin 6onblue BonHoM LinTagenn u Tenepb yxoaun B NOXOA C BOWCKaMu BoXAel 3anaga B
oaHom oTpage ¢ MuHom.

Mog 3BYKM Tpyb BOMCKa ABUHYAUCL. Meppu NpoBOXKaAA MX B3rAAL4OM, MOKAa OHM HE CKPbIAUCH BAANM.
MocneaHwnit pas 61eCcHY0 yTPEHHEE COJTHLLE HA KOMbAX U W/emax, a OH BCe CTOSIN, CKAOHUB roN0BY, YyBCTBYA cebn
OAMHOKMM U MOKMHYTbIM. Bce, Koro oH ntobua, yxoauaum HaBCcTpeyy MpPaKy, HageKaa YBUAETbCA C HUMU eLle pas
6blna o4eHb mana.

To M OTTOrO, YTO OH OYEHb MEePEXKMBas, TO AN NO KaKoN Apyroi npuumHe, 60ab B pyKe ycuamnacsk. Meppu
olLyTUA cnabocTb M CBET y HEro nepes raasamm nomepk. Ho TyT Beprub OCTOPOXKHO TPOHYA ero 3a naedvo.

—MNolaemTe, fo6pbLIN Apyr, — CKasan oH.— Bam onsaTb naoxo. JaBaiite A nNpoBoKy Bac go UuTtagenun. He
rpyctute! OHuM BepHyTcA. Jllogen ns MuHac Tuputa 0401€Tb O4eHb TPYAHO. A C HUMK MayT ceiyac u Ao6aecTHbIN
AparopH, 1 moit oTew, 1 Ball Apyr.

K nonygHio Boicka gocturam Ocruavata W, nepeiaa AHAYVH, ABUHY/IMCL MO LMPOKOW NpAMON gopore,

-B5.



HeKorga coeamHsBlen KpenocTb 3axogawero ConHua ¢ Kpenoctbto Bocxoasuen JlyHbl — Tenepb 3To 6611 MUHac
Mopryn. NepBan cToAHKa bblna 06bABAEHA B inrax NATK 3a OcruamaTom.

AparopH 1 Apyrue BoeHa4daNbHUKKU NPOAO/KAAM MATU BNepes U ele A0 Beyepa AocTUraun lNepekpecTka.
BoKpyr Bce CNOBHO BbIMEPANO, W THETYLWan TUWMHA fieXkana nof AepeBbaAMU-BeNMKaHamu. HU ogHa cTpena He
BbIIETENA M3 YaliM, HO C KaKAbIM LIArom HanpsXeHue HapacTano. [lepeBbAa M KaMHW, TPaBa M /IMCTbA — BCE
npucaywmneanocb. Baanu, 3a AHAYMHOM, CaAMNOCh CONHUE, M Benble BeplwuHbl FOp PO30Bean B nasypu Heba, HO
YepHble Topbl 6bIAM OKYyTaHbl TbMOW. AparopH Bbicnan Tpybauen Ha KarKaylo M3 YeTblipex A0POr, B TULLMHE YMCTO
npoTpy6unan Tpybbl U reposbabl BO3rNACUIM Ha BCE CTOPOHbI CBETa O BO3BPALLEHMM 3TUX 3eMeslb NPaBUTENIO
FoHzopa. Mo npuKasy AparopHa ypoZa/MByO O4HOINA3yH ro10By COPOCKMAN C NJieY KaMEeHHOro CTpaka 1 pasbuan
Ha YacTu, a OMNJIETeHHYIO BesbiIMU U KeNTbiIMW LBETaMWU BOAPY3UIM HA MECTO, NpesABapuTe/ibHO CTepeB C Hee
3/106Hble pyHbl. Cpean roHAopPLEB Pasfaimch rofoca, NpusbiBaBwne paspywmts MuHac Mopryn v yepes Hero
BopBaTbcA B CTpaHy Mpaka. Ho MHganbd octyamn ropsuve ronosbl. Mo ero cioBam B 3Toi f0AMHE obuTaer
He3pumoe 3710, HAMOJIHAIOWEE AYLIM XMBbIX Ntogen besymmem M y:kacom.— Kpome TOro, — HanOMHMWA OH, —
dapamup roBopua, 4To XpaHuTesnb Bblbpan MMEHHO 3Ty AO0POry, 3HAUMT, K Hell HM B KOEeM C/lyyae Hesb3s
npvBeieKkaTb BHMMaHune YepHoi KpenocTu.

Korga Ha cnegylowmit geHb Ha lNepekpecTke cobpanvcb Bce BOWMCKA, pelweHo Obl1o OCTaBUTL 34€eCb
Heb0/1bLLIOW 3aCNOH Ha CAyYai, ecam NnoaonayT BOMcKa n3 Mopryna nam c tora.

MHAanbd 1 AparopH Aaneko o60rHanM nepesoBoi oTpAL M OCTaHOBUAMCH Y Kpas MoprybCKOM AOAUHBI.

— OH 3pgecb, — npon3Hec AparopH, ykasblBasA Ha NPoKAATY0 KpenocTb, — A 370 YyBCTBYO. MOXHO nogymars,
YTO OH yxKe 6bln y MeHA B pyKax. YBbl! Nouyemy Henb3s BOMTM M B3ATb ero? Torga A 3Han 6bl, Kak 6opoTbeca ¢
Bparom.

— [a, oH 34ecb, — 33AyMUYMBO KMBHY/N Mar. — Bpar He cmeeT NPUKOCHYTLCS K HEMY, NOKa He JobyaeT Konbua.
A pas3 TaK, He byaem 34ecb J0/r0 3a4epKnBaTbcs. Mocnewmm K MopaHHOHY.

KpenocTb 6blna TemHa U 6e3}KM3HEeHHa: OpKM 6blan UcTpebaeHbl, a Hasryabl ynetenn. Ho camblii BO3ayx
A0NMHbI BblN HACbIWEH CTPAaxoM M 31060M. MMpaxuab NpUKasan paspyLinTb MOCT Yepes OTPaBAEHHbIA pydeit u
BbIXKeUb A40BUTbIE Nyra no beperam. BoicKa ABUHYAUCH AanbLue.

Mpoiaa yepes Becb UTUAMEH, OHM TO/bKO OAHAXAbl BCTPETUAUCH C HEBONbLIMM OTPALOM OPKOB U 6es
Tpyaa pasébunun ero. Bpemsa oT BpemeHM Mo 3HaKy MBHAanbda 3Byvyanu Tpybbl M reposibabl BO3rnalanu: —
cnywaiTe npasuteneit foHgopa! CnywariTte n nokopsnTecsk! HenokopHble A0KHbI MOKMHYTL CTPaHy!

MManI/II'Ib NnocoBeTOBa/1 USMEHUTL CNI0Ba U BMECTO «NpPaBUTe/Ib» TOBOPUTb «NpaBUTeb 3neccap». — 37O Ha
CamoMm gene TakK, — 06BbACHUA OH, —a UMA «3neccap» 3aCTaBuT Bpara 3a4ymMaTbCA, — U C 3TOF0 MOMEHTA TPUXAbl B
AeHb reposibAbl BO3raiawanan nma npasntena 3neccapa. Ho HUKTO He oTBeYan nm.

Mocne lMepeKpecTka BOMCKA WM elle 4eTblpe AHA. MUBble 3eMAW KOHUYMAUCL. [anblie npocTMpanacb
KaMeHMCTasA, nepexoanlian B ywenbe nyctbiHA. OTcloga BUAHbI 6biam Tnbnble BonoTa, TAHyWMeEcA 4O CamblixX
Cepbix Top Aaneko Ha cesep. MecTHocTb 6blna Tak 6e30TpadHa, Takaa Tocka bpana 3a Aywy, 4To HeKoTopble
BOMHbI, 414 KOTOpbIX Mopaop paHblie 6bln TONbKO CTPALUHOM CKAa3KoM, He CMOMIM MATK Adanblie. PaHblie OHM
6bINM  MUPHbIMK 3emiedenblamu U3 OXHbIX obnacteit MoHgopa, M Tenepb oavH Bug CTpaHbl Mpaka,
pacKWHyBLUENCA Nepea, HUMK, HANOHAN UX Cepaua TPeneTom.

AparopH He cTan rHeBaTbCA Ha claboAayLWHbIX U OTNYCTUA UX, AaB 3af4a4y NO cMaam: oTbUTb y Bpara ocTpoB
Kenp-AHApoC M yaepuBaTb A0 KOHUA, 3awmuwan PuctaHuio u foHgop. Koe-KTo cymen npeogoneTtb cTpax u
OTBAXXWM/ICA NPOAO/IKATL NOXOA, HO MHOIME YLWAW, PagyAcb, YTO MOTYT NPUHECTU MOCUJIbHYIO Noab3y. [locne mnx
yXxofa, cuutaa oTpAfd, OCTaBAeHHbI y [lepeKpecTka, BOMCKA HacuuTbiBaAW e€ABa /M LIeCTb TbICAY YEe/I0BEK.
Cnvwkom mano, 4tobbl 6pocKTb BbI30B YepHbiM BopoTam u Bceit mowm Mopgopa.

OTcyTCcTBME BparoB HacTopaxkmBano. AparopH HecnewHbIM Mapllem Besl BOWCKA Brepea, cneps, uyTobbl
oTAeNbHble OTpAAbl He OTCTaBanu. Ha mcxoge NATOro AHA, MMHOBAB AOAMHY Mopryna, oHW pasébuan npuean,
OKPY)KMB CTOAHKY KOCTpamu. Ho Mano KoMy yAanocb 3acHyTb B 3Ty Houb. [OBCIOAY YyAMAUCHL KaKWMe-TO
6nyaatowme TeHU. Bo mpake 3aBbiBaiv BOAKKU. BeTep yTmX, BOo34yx cTan abconoTHO HenogBuxKeH. Monogoi
MecAL, Ha ACHOM Hebe BpeMeHaMu OKyTbiBas He TO TyMaH, He TO AblM, COYaLMICA M3 AM U TPeLMH B 3emne. K
YyTPYy pe3Ko noxosiogano. MNoaHancs ceBepHblli BeTep. Ero nopbiBbl NOCTENEHHO YCUIMBAAUCL. HOUYHbIE NPU3paKK
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ncyesnn, MecTHOCTb CoBCcemM onycTena. K ceBepy TAHYAUCH ONasieHHble X0AMbl U AbIMALLMECA NPOBasbI; C tora, 1
Tenepb y»Ke coBceM 6/M3KO BbicMAUCb YepHble BopoTa C BbICOKMMW TeMHbIMKM BallHAMKM MO cTopoHam. Ha
nocnegHem nepexode BOWCKa 3anaga, NOKMHYB CTapylo A0OPOry, CBEPHY/IM Ha BOCTOK W Tenepb NpubAnKanmch K
MopaHHOHY C ceBepo-3anaga, Kak Koraa-to npubamxanca nu dpogo.

OrpomHble cTBOPbI YepHbIx BOpoT 6bian NAOTHO 3aKpbIThl. Ha 6acTMoOHax He 6bin10 BUAHO HU aylwun. Kpyrom
LUapuao BbiXuAatowee monvaHue. /loaM NOHMMANM, YTO AOCTUINM KOHLA CBOEro oT4yasHHoro nytu. OTpagbl,
CTOABWIME B XOJI0AHOM MNpPeApacCBETHOM CympaKke nepes OrpoMHbIMW CTeHamu W HGawHAMM MopaHHOHa,
Ka3anncb 0COBEHHO KasKMMKU 1 OOUHOKUMU. Bce ACHO BUAENN, YTO BOMCKaM 3anaja HUKOrAa He B3ATb 3TU CTEHbI
M 6allHKM, gaxe ecnn 6bl OHW NpUBEM € CODBOI Moryymne ocagHble MallKHbI, a Y Bpara He 6b1710 6bl APYrux BOMCK,
Kpome oOxpaHsaBLIMX BopoTa. A apyrue BOWCKa, KOHeYHOo, 6binn. B xonmax M ckanax BOKpyr MopaHHOHA
olLyllanach 3aTamBluaAca 371063, TeMHOe yuwenbe 33 HAM AbllLaNio HEHABUCTbIO. B foBepllieHMe KO BCemy Hag,
6aLHAMM, CNOBHO KOPLYHbI, NOAHANNCL M COBPanUCh B CTAtO Hasryabl. Hegocaraemble A5 CTPeS, C BbICOTbI OHM
BHMMATE/IbHO CeAMAN 33 BCEM, YTO MPOUCXOAMI0 BHM3Y. Bpar Bce elle BbIKMAAN.

OcTtaBanocb [0BECTM 33aAyMaHHOe A0 KOHUA. AparopH pPacnofoXua BOMCKA Ha ABYyX OO/bLUMX XOAMaX,
MeXay HMMM U MopaHHOHOM TAHYNOCb ODOLWMPHOEe 310BOHHOE 60n0TO. [MoTOM BOXAM 3anafa Bblexanu K
BopoTtam. Mx conpoBoxKaann 3HameHocLbl, Tpybaun 1 reponbabl. Bnepean exan MNHAanbd, 3a HUM — AparopH ¢
CbIHOBbAMM dnpoHAaa, Jomep n Umpaxunb. Nx conposoxkganu fleronac, F’mmnan u MNeperpuH. Mar xoten, 4tobbl y
BopoT cobpannck npeactasutenn scex sparos Mopgaopa.

OHu npnbansmnnce K MopaHHOHY Ha paccTosiHMe rosioca. 3HameHa pa3BepHyAUCb, 3aTpybuam Tpybsbl, a
KOrga OHM CMOJIKAK, BNepes, BbICTYNUAN reponbabl.

— Bbixogute! — Bckpuyanu oHu. — MNyctb TemHbili BnactennH Bbinget K Ham. Mbl npu3biBaem ero K otsety!
OH He3aKOHHO e BonHOW Ha MoHAop u 3aHAn ero 3emaun. Mpasutens NoHAopa TpebyeT, YTo6bl OH UCNpPaBUA
coneaHHoe UM 3/10 1 yLen Haecerga. MNycTb oH BbliaeT!

Ho KpenocTb HMKaK He oTBeYana Ha ux npusbiebl. CaypoH XOTen cHayana nourpatb cBoen Aobbiuelt, u
TOJIbKO MOTOM HaHeCTU CMepTebHbIN yaap. BcagHMKM yKe pelmam noBepHyTb 06paTHO, HO B 3STOT MUI pa3gasncs
poKOT 6apabaHOB, oraylwMTenbHO B3peBenn TPybbl. CpegHuwe cTBOpbl BOpPOT pacnaxHynaucb WM BbINyCTUAW
noconbcTBo YepHoit KpenocTu.

Brnepeamn Ha OrpOMHOM KOHE exasl BOMH, OFPOMHbIM M CTPALUHbIN, C IULLOM, MOXOXUM Ha YPOASIMBYIO MACKY.
C ronosbl 40 NAT OH 6bl1 OAET B YepHOe, HO 3TO 6bl1 He NpU3pak, a KMo Yenosek. OH Tak 40Ar0 Npobbin
HamecTHMKoMm Bbapaa-[ypa, uTo 3abbin Aaxe cBoe MMA M cam cebs HasbiBan fonocom CaypoHa. PacckasbiBanu,
YTO POAOM OH bbln U3 HymeHopa, U3 Tex Ntogen, YTo BO3OOUAN TEMHOE 3HaHWe U A06POBONLHO NOAYNHUIUCH
CaypoHy. *KecToKoCTbIo OH NpeBocxoaun Noboro opka.

Ero conpoBoaan HebonbWON OTPsSA BOMHOB NOJ YEepPHbIM 3HaMeHem C M3obparkeHnem barposoro Oka.
Hepoes)Kas HECKO/IbKO LWaroB A0 BCAaAHWMKOB, OH OCTAaHOBWJCA, OKUHYNA WX MNPe3puUTEeNbHbIM B3rNS40M U
paccmenncs. — Hy, KTo TyT M3 Bac 40CTAaTOYHO 3HATeH, YTobbl rOBOPUTb CO MHOM? — Cnpocnn oH. — Uan xoTs 6bl
[0CTaTOMHO YMEH, YTOObl MOHATL MEHA? YK He Tbl, KOHEYHO! — HaCMELWIMBO KNBHY/ OH Ha AparopHa. — YTtobbl
CTaTb HACTOALLMM BOXKAEM, Maso KycKa 3/1bPpUIMCKOro cTeKna, a Takon cbpoa BMecTo BoicKa cnocobeH HabpaTtb
noboi bpoasral

AparopH He CKasan HM C/0Ba, HO NOMMan ero B3rAa4 U HEKOTOpoe Bpema yaepxusan. Mpowna MuUHYTa,
AparopH He LWEBENbHY/CA U HE NPUTPOHYACA K OPYXKMI0, HO nociaHel, Mopaopa BAPYr BCKPUKHYA U OTLWATHYACA,
C/NIOBHO OT yaapa.

— Al rnawaTtaii u NnocoJ1,, Ha MeHA HENDb3A HaﬂaAaTb! - CYMaTOLLIHO 3aKpu4an oH.

— Tam, rge aToT 3aKoH cobatogaeTcsa, — MeaNeHHo NPoroBopun MHAANbG, — NOC/bI He BeayT ceba TaK Haro.
Ho HMKTO 1 He yrpokaet Tebe. [lenai cBoe aeno u He bowca Hac. Ho ecam TBOM rocnoamnH He cTan ymHee, To Tebe,
KaK 1 Bcem ero pabam, rposuT 60/1bLias onacHoCTb.

— AX, BOT OHO 4TO! — BOCK/IMKHYA NocAaHel, — 3HaunT, roBopuTh Byellb Tbl, CTAPMK? Mbl M paHbLUe CAbIXann
o Tebe, 3Haem, YTO Tbl 6POAULLL BOKPYT M CTPOULLb CBOM KO3HW. HO Ha 3TOT pas Tbl CYHY/ HOC CAMLLKOM AANEKo,
nouTeHHbIM MHAaNbO, U ceityac yBUAMLLb, YTO BbIBaeT C TEMM, KTO NAeTeT MHTpUrn npoTtms CaypoHa Beaukoro. Y
MEHS ecTb Koe-4To NoKa3aTb BaM, 0cobeHHO Tebe, pa3 Tbl NOCMEN ABUTLCA, — OH KUBHY/ OAHOMY U3 BOMHOB, U TOT
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noAan emy Kakon-To CBEPTOK M3 YepPHOW TKaHM.

MocnaHHMK Mopgopa caepHyYN TKaHb M MOKasan MM CHadvasna KopoTKuit CIMOB Med, NOTOM cepbili naaly ¢
3N1bOUINCKON NPAMKKOM U, HAKOHEeL, Konbuyry ns muepuna. Mpu Buae sTux NpeamMeToB Y MHOMMX, CTOABLUMX Nepes,
BopoTamu, NoTeMHeNI0 B r/1a3ax W NocnegHuin nyd HagexKabl norac. MuH, Ao cux Nop NpsATaBWMACA 3@ CMUHOWM
Mmpaxuna, oT4asHHO BCKPUKHYN U pBaHy/ICA Bnepes,

— Monun! — CypoBo npuKasan MHAaNbo, OTTacKMBasA ero, HO YepHbIN NoCcNaHeL, FPOMKO PAacCMeACS.

—TaK Y BaC eCTb 1 euwle oaunH Takom! — BCKpVILIafI OH. — He 3Hato, 3a4em OHM BaMm, HO NOCNAATb MUX WNNOHAMU B
Mopp,op MOT TOJIbKO 663YMELI,. Hy, XOTb Ha O4HO OH Ccrogunca. Tenepb ACHO, 4YTO BCE 3TO OH BUAEN U PaHbLUE, TaK
YTO BaM HE OTKPYTUTLCA. Bam 3Tn BeLm TOXKe 3HAKOMbI.

— KoHeyHo, — cnoKoiHo npousHec MHAaanbd, — A-TO 3HAK0 UX UCTOPUIO, @ BOT Tbl, i BUNKY, C HEll HEe 3HAKOM.
3auem Tbl NpUHEC ux cloaa?

— Konbuyra rHomos, anbGUNCKUIA Nnall, med nasLuero 3anaga U WMNWOH U3 HUUTOXKHOW X0b6buTaHuu... Ara,
B34pOrHyan! — Mbl XOpoLLO 3HaeM UX, — BOT NPU3HaKKM 3aroBopal MorKeT, BaM U He Hy)KHA Ta MasieHbKas TBapb,
KOTOPOM NpWHaA/iexKaT 3TW BELWM, a MOMKET, HaobopoT, oHa Aopora Bam? Ecam Tak, mopasmbicanTe, Koawu
CNocobHbl Ha 3To! CaypoH He ntobuT WNMoHoB, a cyabba 3Tol TBapu byaeT 3aBUCETb OT Ballero Bblbopa.

EMY HMKTO He OTBETWA, HO 61€4HOCTb /WL, M Y¥Kac B rnasax bblin KpacHopeumBee c10B. CHOBa NOCAbLIWAANCA
€ro CKpexKelylmii cmex. — Tak, Tak! A manbiw 6bin Bam JOPOr, Kak A BUXKY. [la 1 Aeno y Hero 6bi1o cepbesHoe, a?
Ho copBanocb, copBanocb. Tenepb ero KAyt rofabl MeaJsieHHbIX MydyeHUn. Mbl YK NocTapaemMcs, YTobbl OHN He
CKOPO KOHYM/IUCL. Bbl ero 6osiblie He yBMAMTE, PasBe YTO ero CIOMAoT U NepesenatoT, a Torga YK A He 3abyay
OTNpPaBuTb ero K Bam. M 1o obs3aTeNbHO byAeT, ecv Bbl He NpUMmeTe ycnoBuit moero MNosenutens.

— Hasosu ycnosua, — ronoc MHAaanbda 6bin TBEPAbIA, HO CcToABWKME NOBAM3OCTM BMAENM B rNasax mara
Tpesory, U BAPYr 3aMeTU/IN, YTO OH CTap, NoTpAceH M pa3but. OHM He COMHEBaNCb B €ro cornacue Ha ntbble
ycnosums.

A ycnosus bblnn TaxenbiMu. Bolickam MoHAOpPa U ero Col3HMKaM npeaJsaranocb Hemea/leHHO OTOMTK 33
AHAYWH, npepBapuTeNbHO MOKASABLIMCL He BbiCTynaTb NpoTuB CaypoHa HW SIBHO, HW TaiiHO. Becb WUTtunumeH
HaBcerga oTxogun K CaypoHy, a Bce cTpaHbl 3anagHee Pekn go Mramctbix Fop M go PucTtaHuiickoro Yuwenbs
06A3bIBaNIUCb CAOXUTL OpPYXMEe U nnatutb Mopgopy Taxenyo AaHb. OHWM 06A3bIBaNUCb BOCCTAHOBUTH
pa3pyweHHbIn Ckanbbypr. — OH CTaHeT BNageHUAMM HaMeCTHUKA CaypoHa, — CKasan nocnaHeL, — Ho 3To byaeT He
CapymaH — OH OKasasica HefOCTOMHbIM — a ApYyroi, Komy Bnagbika gosepseT 6osblue, 1 BCE MOHAAMN, YTO 3TUM
HaMeCTHMKOM OyaeT oH cam. MoHANM OHW TaKXke, 4To ycnosBua CaypoHa oO3HauyatoT pabcTBO Ans BCex CTpaH
3anaga Ha BeYHble BpemMeHa. B 3TOT MOMEHT HeOXXnaaHHO NpPo3ByYas oTBET mara: — C/IMWKOM MHOFO Bbl XOTUTE
Ha ogHoro naeHHunka! CTonbKo TBOM rocnoguH Mor 6bl NOAYYUTb LEHOK A0AroM BOMHbI. Mnu Ha nonax MfoHAaopa
OH NoTepsa Hagexay Ha nobeay? A eciiv LLEHUTb 3TOrO NEHHUKA TaK BbICOKO, TO rae 3anor, yto CaypoH, BENMKUI
0bMaHLWMK 1 npeaaTesnb, BbIMOJAHUT CBOM 065A3aTenbCcTBa? [Ae nneHHMK? MNpuBean ero 1 otaai Ham, a TOraa mbl
noaymaem Haf yC/IoBUAMM.

W tyT MHAanbdy, He CBOAMBLLEMY r1a3 C MOCAaHLa, NOKa3anoch, YTO Ha O4HO MFHOBEHUE TOT PacTepsa/ca u
CMexXoM NoMbITancA CKPbITb 3TO.

— OcTeperaics roBoputb gepsko ¢ Ffonocom CaypoHa! — Bckpuyan oH, — Tbl Tpebyelwb 3anora? CaypoH He
naet ux. Ecam Tbl xouelwwb ero MuaocTen, BbINoAHAN ero TpeboBaHuA. Yc10BUA Bam M3BECTHbI. [ocTynaiiTe Tenepb
Kak xotute!

—BoT Kak Mbl noctynum, — npousHec BaApyr MHAanbe. OH pacnaxHyn naaw, U Apkas H6ennsHa opexs,
CBEPKHYNA B 3TOM MpPayHOM mecTe nogobHo obHaxkeHHOMY meudy. OT ero BO3Z4eToi pyKku NocsiaHew, NonsaTuaca, a
Mar nogowen U NpocTo otobpan y Hero Koabyyry, Mey v naau. — 3To Mbl BO3bMEM B MamMATb O HAWWeM Aapyre, —
6yAHUYHO CKa3an oH. — A BaliM yci0BMA oTBepraem 6ecnoBopoTHO. YX0AuM, TBOE NOCObCTBO OKOHYEHO, U CMEPTb
Tenepb 6auKe K Tebe, Yem Koraa anmbo. Mbl NpUWAKM cloga He ANA TOro, NpepeKkaTbea ¢ noasibim CaypoHoOM, a Tem
b6onee — c ero pabamu. Yxoau!

NocnaHey, Mopaopa He cmeanca 6onble. OT rHeBa u NU3yMIeHNA NLUO ero NCKa3naioCb U CTa/Z10 NOXOXKE Ha
Mmopady OUKOro 3BepA, y KOToporo mn3-noa HocCa yBenu ,a,06b|qy. or APOCTN OH M34aBas1 CTpaHHble, CAaB/N1EHHbIE
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3BYKM. Ho cTpax B Hem 6bl1 cuabHee rHeBa. BCKPMKHYB, OH NOBEPHY KOHA U MoM4Yasnca 06paTHO. Ero BOMHbI TOXKe
NOBEPHY/AN KOHel M 3aTpybmam ycnoBHbIA curHan. OHM ewe He docturav BopoT, a nosywka CaypoHa yxe
3ax/10MHyNachb.

OrnywnTenbHbIN rpoxoT 6apabaHoB 0bpylLIMACA HA paBHUHY. BopoTa MopaHHOHa pacnaxHy/MCb HacTeXb,
WCTOPrHYB OFPOMHOE BOMCKO, X/IbIHYBLUEE, KaK BoAda B HaBoAHeHue. Boxau 3anaga MocrnewHo BepHYAWUCb K
BOMCKaM. lblab Tydel nogHANacb B BO34YX, KOTAa C BOCTOKA KMHY/AWUCH TOAMbI, 4O 3TOFO CKPbIBAaBLIMECA B TEHU
M3rapHbix Fop. Co ckaoHOB no obe cTopoHbl MopaHHOHa cTekanu becuncneHHble NOTOKM OpKoB. ApmuA 3anaga
OKa3anacb OKPY!KEHHOW, BparM MpeBOCXOOMAU WX YUCIEHHOCTbIO B AecATKM pa3. CaypoH CXBAaTW/A MPUMAHKY
MEPTBOWN XBaTKOM.

AparopH efBa ycnesan otgaBaTb NpuKasbl. OH ctosn ¢ MHAanbPomM Ha OAHOM M3 XOAIMOB, U HaZ HUM
pa3BuBanocb 3Hama ¢ [epesom u 3Be3gamu, Ha APYrom Xo/ame pASOM NAecKanucb 3HameHa Puctanumn n fon
Amporta: benbii KoHb 1 CepebpaHbii Slebeab. Kaxaplh U3 XONMOB OLLETUHMICA BO BCE CTOPOHbI Mevyamn U
KonbaAMW. Bnepeaun, amuom K MopaHHOHY, CTOANN CbIHOBbA DNIPOHAA, a C/IeBa OT HUX — AyHaZaHUbl AparopHa, a
cnpasa — Mimpaxmnb coO CBOMMU BOMHAMM.

Moayn BeTep, U 3BYKM Tpyb canamcb co ceuctom ctpen. CoMHLEe OKYTanocb AbIMOM M MOKPACHENO, CI0BHO
nepes 3akaTom, a M3 Mpaka C/ieTanu, 3106HO pblya, Hasrynbl, U rMbenbHble B3Maxu WX KPbINbEB racuau
nociaefHIo Hagexay B cepauax.

Korga MHaanbd oteepr ycnosua Mopgopa, U Tem cambim obpek dpogo Ha HeckasaHHble myyeHus, MuH
COAPOTHY/ICA OT yXKaca, HO NOTOM oBfagen coboli u Tenepb, CToA pAgoM ¢ beperoHgom B NepBOM pagy BOMHOB
FfoHZOpa, XOTEN TO/ILKO YMEpPEeTb, pas YK BCe nNormbao. — Xopowo 661 Meppu 6bin 34ech, — 6opMmoTan OH, raas
KaK Ha HMX HaZBWraloOTCA BPayKeckne nonuumuia. — Tenepb A NOHMMAtO HecyacTHoro eHetopa. Mbl ¢ Meppu Toxe
Mmornamn 6ol ymepeTb BmecTe. Ho pas HeT, 3HauuT, HeT. Haaetoch, 4To ero cmepTb byzer noserye. A s caenato, 4to
CMOTY, NYCTb AaXKe U HEe TaK MHOTO.

OH 06HaXun mMmey U BCMOTPECA B KPaCHble C 30/I0TOM PYHbI, Ha4yepTaHHble Ha KAUHKe. «3X, — NoAyMmasiochb
eMy, — BOT A1 KOr0O OH BbIKOBaH — A/1A 3TOM 0b6pa3unHbl, UYTO noxsananacb TyT. Kabbl A mor ybutb ero, Toraa,
rNAAMLLb, U cpaBHAAcA 6bl ¢ Meppu. Hy, uto X... BuaHO He cyabba MHe npocniaBuTbeA. He nponagaTh e aapom
TaKOMY K/IMHKY. XOTb Mapy 3TUX BPaKMH 1 CBanto. XoTenocb 6bl MHe ellle pa3oK YBUAETb COJIHbIWKO U TPaBKY B
Xo66uTaHum!»

B 3TOT mMUr Ha HMX oBpywmMnacb nepsan Bo/HA aTakylowmx. Mpasga, Nnepeaosble OPKM MPUOCTAHOBUANCD,
BaeTeB B 6010TO nepes X0/MaMu, U TONbKO OCbINanu OCaxKAeHHbIX rpagom cTpen. Ho c3aam cnewmnn, pblya Kak
3BEPM, FOPHbIE TPOJIIN — OTPOMHbIE, MOKPbLITbIE TBEPAOM YellyMYaTol WKYPOW — OHU AEpPXKaau B pyKax Kpyrible
YyepHble WUTbl U TAXKenble MosIoTbl. B0N0TO He 3agep:kano mx. Kak bypsa HaneTenn oHM Ha BoMHOB FOHZOPaA U
CXBaTWU/IMCb C HUMM BPYKOMaLWHY0. BeperoHs OT CTPAWHOro yaapa 3alaTanca v ynan, a Tpob, CBaJMBLUNIA ero,
HaKNOHWACA, NPOTATMBAA KagHble nanbl. Y 3TUX THYCHbIX CO3Z4aHWiA B obblyae 6blNO neperpbi3aTb ropso
NoBepPKEHHbIM Bparam.

MWH 3aBU3XKaN M U30 BCEX CUA YAQAPWUA TPOANA CHU3Y BBEPX. YKPALIEHHbIN HYMEHOPCKUMM PYHAMM KJIMHOK
Nerko MPOH3UA Fpyodylo LWKYpYy M FyboKo BOWENn B OrpOMHOE Teno, OTBOPUB UEenblit GOHTAaH YepHOM KPOBMU.
Tponnb NOKAYHYACA U PYXHYA, KaK yTec, Npamo Ha beperoHaa v MuHa. Mpak 1 60onb 3axnecTHyn xob66uta, 1 oH
OLLYTWJI, YTO NPOBAMBAETCA B 6E340HHYIO TbMy.

«3HauuT, 3TO U ecTb KoHew,?» — MNogyMman OH U 3acMmesncs, Pasyacb, YTO CTPaAxXU U TPEBOMM OKOHYMAUCL. Ho
nepes Tem, Kak OKOHYaTe/IbHO KaHyTb B 3a0biTbe, OH elle yCablwas, CI0BHO M3 AA/NIeKOro MPOLoro, Yei-T1o
3HaKOMbIl rosioc, Kpuyaslwimin: «Opabl! Opnbl netat!»

Ha mrHoseHue MuH cnoBHO 3aaepkanca Ha nopore 6ecnamaATcTBa. «bunbbo! — MenbkHyna mMbicab. — 3TO U3
€ro CKasKu. XoTa HeT, M3 Moel. M oHa oKoHumnacek. MpowanTte Bce!» — U mup gns Hero mcyes.
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KHHUTA VI
9. KPEIIOCTb KUPUT YHI'OJI

Cam ¢ TPYyAOM nogHANCA. B nepByrw MUHYTY OH HE MOT BCNOMHUTD, rge HaxoauTCA, a MNOTOM BECb y»KacC U
OT4aAHWE Pa30OM HaXJIbIHYy/1IM Ha HETO. onIMO nepeg HAM B I'J'IY6OKOI7I TEHWU BbICU/ZIUCb 3aKPbITblE BOPOTa KPENOCTU
OpPKOB. OH NOMHMA, KaK B OTYAAHUUN U APOCTH 6pOCVI!'ICFI Ha HUX, HO 4TO 6b110 Aanblwe N CKOJIbKO nposiexan OoH
3,£|,er? ,ﬂ,pO)Ka OT X0/1044a, OH NOA4N0A3 K BOPOTaM U NPUHUK K HAM YXOM.

FOoe-To 3a CTeHaMM eMy NOC/bIWAAUCL FO10Ca OPKOB, HO BCKOPE OTAaNAWUAUCL UAKU CTUXAu. MpeBo3moras
ronoBHyto 60/1b U padyKHble UCKPbI B rnasax, Cam 3acTaBun cebs yCnoKouTbea M nodymatb. He 6bi10 BpemeHu
AaTb, MOKa BOPOTa CHOBA OTKPOIOTCA. Hafo cnacTtu Apyra, AaKe eciv Ans 3TOro NpuaeTcsa NornbHyThb.

—MorMbHyTb — 3TO CKOpee BCero, Aa W nerdye BCEro,— MPayHO CKasan oH cebe, BKNaAblBas B HOXKHbI
PasuTenb. MeasieHHO, NOYTM OLLYNblO, OH BEPHY/ACA B MNOA3EMHbIA XO4, He pelanacb A0CTaTb MNOAAPOK
Fanagpvanun. OH wen v NbiTanca o6aymaTh BCE TO, YTO NPOU3OLLAO C HUM nocne lMepeKpecTka. MHTepecHo, Kakoe
BpPemMsA OHA ceirvac?... U Kako aeHb? CKopee BCero 3aBTpa YKe HaCTynuao, a MOXKeT 1 nocaesasTpa... OH notepan
cyeT aHam B CTpaHe MpaKa, rae Bpema TeyeT He TaK, Kak B 06blYuHOM mupe. BCAKUIA, BCTYNMBLUKIA B 3Ty CTPaHy,
nepecTasan CyLecTBOBaTb AJ/18 OCTABLUMXCA B MUpeE.

— WIHTepecHo, 4TO y HUX Tam AenaeTcA? — OH HeonpeaeseHHO MaxHyn pykoi nepepg, coboi. Ho 3aech, B
noasemesnbsx LLleno6, oH cToAN Tenepb IMLLOM Ha 10T, @ He Ha 3anag,

Ha 3anage ke, B LULMPOKOM MUpE, MPUBANIKANCA K NONYAHIO YeTbipHAALATbIA AeHb MapTa. Tam AparopH sen
yepHblit Gnot n3 Menaprupa, Meppu cKkakan No ApeBHel gopore C BOWCKOM pucTaHuiues, B MuHac Tupute
B34bIManocb naamsa, u MNuH Bugen pactylwee 6esymue B rnasax [eHetopa. Ho cpegmn Bcex 3TMX TPEBOTF MbIC/M
Apy3ei HenpecTaHHO obpauwanuck K Ppoao 1 Camy. O HMX He 3abbIBaNM, XOTA APY3bA 6bLIU CAUWKOM AANEKO, U
MX MbIC/IM HEe MOTIM noMmoudb Camy. OH 6bln coBCEM OAMH.

C Tpyaom pobpanca Com 40 yCTbs Neliepbl, r4e BCe elle LeBefMANCb M pa3BeBasncb Nog, X0NoA4HbIM
BETPOM JIOXMOTbA CTpalHOM nayTuHbl Lenob. Mocne AywHoOro mpaka, octaslwerocs nosaau, Cama oxsaTuna
APOXb, HO AblXaHWe BETPa OblN0 KMUBUTENbHBLIM. XOBOUT OCTOPOKHO BbINOA3 Hapy:Ky. Kpyrom 6bii1o 310BeLLe
Txo. CymepeuHblii CBET HEHACTHOTO AHSA elle NpUraywann Tyuu, neteswmue 3 Mopgopa Ha 3anag; OrpoOMHbIN
waTep 13 061aK0B U AbiMa, NOACBEYEHHbIN CHU3Y TYCK/bIM 6arpoBbiM CBETOM.

Cam cMOTpen Ha KpenocTb, U BAPYT B €e Y3KMX OKHax, CIOBHO KpacHble r/1a3a, CBePKHY/ OroHb. MoxeT
6bITb, 3TO 6bIN cUrHaA... HegaBHee BO3bYy:KAeHWE cnajso M BepHYACA CTpax nepes, opkamu. HO CKOMbKO He
pasaymbiBaid, NyTb 6bln eAMHCTBEHHDIN: HAZLO MCKATb BXOZA B YXKacHyto 6awHo. Horn y xo66u1Ta noaKawmnsaamuce,
HO BCe e, HAaCTOPOXKEHHO MPUCIYLIMBAACL U BIALbIBAsACb B IYCTble TEHM YTECOB Y TPOMbl, OH MUHOBaA MECTO,
rae ynan dpogo v ele 4yBCTBOBA/CA Mep3Kuit 3anax LLienob, n Tam, rae emy noscTpedanca oTpag LWarpata u
npuwnocb oaetb KonbLo, ocTaHoBKACA U cen. Kasanoch, ABMraTbCa Aasblue HeT cua. 3a nepeBanomM HauMHanacb
3emna Mopaopa, u Cam 4yBCTBOBAA, YTO OTTYAaA yKe He byaeT Bo3Bparta.

BesaymHo oH goctan Kosbuo v cHoBa Hagen ero. OHO 6bIN0 TAXENbIM, U BCE CUNIbHEW M HacToMuMBeN
yyscTBoBan Cam 3106HbIN B3rnaa. Oko Mopaopa UCKano ero, CUAACh NPOHUKHYTb CKBO3b My, CO3/1aHHY ANs
CBOEW e 3alnTbl, a cenyac CTaBLUYO MOMEXON, UCTOYHMKOM TPEBOT U COMHEHU.

Kak 1 npexae, cnyx MFHOBEHHO 06OCTPUACA, HO MUP CNOBHO BbILBEN M NOAEPHYACA AbIMKOW. U3panu
JOHOCUANCL CTEeHaHWA paHeHol Lenob, HO WX 3arnywann KpuKM M nasr metanna. Cam BCKOUYMA Ha HOTU U
npu»Kanca K yTecy y Kpasa Tponbl. EMy NOKa3anocb, YTo Ha NOAXOAE eLle OAWH OTPAL OPKOB, HO CNYX, YCUAEHHbIN
KonbLom, o6MaHyn ero: KpMKM OPKOB JOHOCUAUCH M3 BallHK, neBbiit 3ybel, KoTopolt 6bin Tenepb NPAMO Y Hero
HaZ rosoBoW. Tam TBOPUAOCH YTO-TO Heaobpoe. MoeT BbiTb, HECMOTPA HA MPUKa3, KECTOKOCTb OPKOB B3AMa
BEPX M OHW my4varoT Ppono, uam paxke pByT ero Ha yvactn! Ho yem panblie OH BCAYWIMBANCA, TEM CUNbHEE
pasropanacb B HeM UCKpa Hagexapbl. B 6alHe HECOMHEHHO WA ApaKa, OpKM CCOpUaNcb mexay coboii. BugHo,
oTpagpbl Warpata n lopbara yto-To He nogennan. Cam bonblue He Kosebanca u ¢ Kpukom: — A nay, Ppogo! —
noberkan K BeplwmHe nepesana. Tpona cpasy e CBEPHY/a BIEBO U MOLAA KPYTO BHM3. CIM BCTYNWUA HA 3eMJItO
Mopgopa.
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Ouwywasn CMyTHYIO ONacHOCTb, OH CHAM KosbLo.
— Jlyywe y»K BUAETb, NYCTb CAaMOe XyALIee, YeM CNOTbIKaTbCA B TyMaHe, — Npo6opMoTan OH.

CypoBasi, mpayHaa 1 6e30TpagHas CcTpaHa NpocTupanacb nepes HUM. Y cambix ero Hor rpebeHb oTpora
YepHbIx FTop KpyTo 06pbIBaNca B TEMHOE Yle/be, APYroi ero Kpai 6bia HUXKE U CKaNWACA YePHbIMU yTecammn Ha
¢doHe barpoBbix oTcBeTOB. [lafieko Bnepeau, 3a OBLWMPHbLIM 03€POM MPaKa, CIOBHO MblaA TMraHTCKUIM KocTep.
Hag HUM cTosAM cToNBbl AbiMa, TYCK/AO-KpacHble Yy OCHOBAaHWA, W YroJibHO-YepHble BBEPXY, Tam, F4Ee OHMU
CIMBAINCB C KNYBALLMMCA MOKPOBOM, HAaBUCLIMM Hag, BCE NPOKAATOMN cTpaHol. 9To bbin OpogpyuH, Mopa Yikaca.
Mo BpemeHam nnama B r1ybuHax ee MenesibHOro KOHyca Pasropanocb Apye, M M3 TPEWwMH B CKAOHAX
BbIMIECKMBA/IMCb OTHEHHbIE peKku. MopslmMe NOTOKN Tekan K Bapaa-Aypy, U3BMBANUCL NO KAMEHUCTOWN paBHUHE,
3aCTblBas, CTAHOBU/IMCb MOXOXMMM Ha OTPOMHBbIX, CKPIOYEHHbIX APAKOHOB, U3BEPIHYTbIX M3MYYEHHOW 3EMIEN.

B 3TMx yrptombix crnonoxax Cam CTOSN, OKaMeHEB OT y)Kaca, NOTOMY YTO TO/IbKO Tenepb OXBaTUA B3r1A40M
BCHO MOTy4Yyto KpenocTb Kuput YHron. Por, Bo3BbIWaBLINICA HaA nepeBasom, bl 04HON U3 CaMblX €€ BbICOKUX
6aweH. C BOCTOKa KpenocTb B3AbiManach Tpems 601blIMMK Teppacamu, ¢ 3anaga NPUHUKaNa K orpomMmHomy yTecy,
obnenune ero sapycamm 6actmoHoB. ®dyTax B ABYXCTax BHWM3Yy 3ybuyaTas CTeHa OKpYKaia TEMHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO.
HOro-BocTouHble BOPOTa BbIXOAM/IM Ha LIMPOKYHO A0POrY, Cpasy NoBOPaYMBaBLLYIO K tory, K fopropaTckoi paBHUHe
W danblie, K Kpenoctu bapag-Ayp. Tpona, Ha KoTopol ctoan Cam, KPyTbIMM yCTyNamu nagana BHU3, K XMypPbim
BOPOTaM KpPenocTu.

Cam BApPYr NOHAN, YTO KPEnocTb He CTO/IbKO MnperpaxaaeT gopory 8 Mopaop, CKONbKO 3aKpbiBaeT BbIXOA,
oTTyaa. OH BCMOMHWA, YTO 3TO OAHO M3 APEBHUX FOHAOPCKUX YKPEenieHui, BOCTOYHbIN GopnocT 060pPOHbI
NTtunueHa BpemeH MocneaHero Cotosa, Koraa Ntoam 3anaga crepernum ctpaHy CaypoHa, He AaBas 3/1y BbipBaTbCA B
Mup. Ho BHUMaHMe cTpaxkelt ocnabeno, n TemHbln BnacTennH KoBapcTBOM oBfagen KpenocTbio. Koraa CaypoH
cHoBa obocHoBancA B Mopgaope, KpenocTb noHagobunack emy, 4Tobbl He AaTb cBoMM pabam BbipBaTbCA Ha
cBoboay. OHa ke BCTaBasia Ha NyTK TeX, KOMY yaanocb 6bl YCKOb3HYTb OT 6aMTenbHOCTM Mopryia v anyHbixX Aan
LWenob.

CaMm AICHO MOHUMa, KaK Majio Y Hero LWaHCoB MMHOBATb BOPOTa. A eC/iM AaKe OH M NPoMnAaeT, Aopora BHU3Y
HaBepHAKa OXPaHAETCA; YepHble TEHU YTECOB HE CKPOMT OT OPKOB, BUAALWIMX B TeMHOTe. HO KaK HUM cTpallHa
[opora, ero 3aZaya elle cTpalHee — He M3berkaTb BOPOT, @ BOMTU B HUX, BOUTU M BbIATM, A3 elle BbIMTU He
ofiHOMY.

KonbLo He nomorano, a TonbKo ycunueano Tpesory. Ha suay y OpoapywHa, Bo3se BEANKOIo NaameHu, B
KOTOPOM OHO poannock, cuaa un Bnactb Kosnbua pocan. ToNbKO MOry4as BOAA MOMNa YKPOTUTb ero. YyscTBys
TAXECTb Ha wWwee, Cam owwywan ceba cNOBHO OAETbIM B OFPOMHYIO MCKAXKEHHYIO TEHb CaMoro cebs, 3n10BeLei
yrpo3oi HaBucwyto Hag Mopaopom. JInbo Tepnetb KonbLo, Kak 6bl OHO He Tep3aso ero, MMb60 06bABUTL CBOUM U
6poCUTb BbI3OB CWUJIe B MPAYHON KPEMOCTU MO Ty CTOPOHY AO0AMHbI TeHeWl. KonbLo UCKYLWano ero, noaraymnsasn
BOJIIO U pasym, poxaano besymHble daHTasun. Bot oH, Cam CKpombu, Cam Moryumia, Fepoit Bcero Mupa, ckauet ¢
NAaMeHHbIM Me4yoM B pyKe, cobupaeT BoMCKa 1 BegeT ux Ha bapaa-Alyp, BOT pasoLWw/nCh Ty4u, 3aCMANO CONHLE, U
no seneHunto Cama MopropaTtckas AoNMHa 3a3eneHena u ogenacb cagamu. Hago Tonbko HageTb KonbLo, 06bABUTD
cebs ero xo3sMHoOM u Bce cbypeTcs!

B atoT pOKOBOﬁ yac Cama cnacna He TONbKO npegaHHoOCTb Apyry N oTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a Cyﬂ,b6bl Cpe/.'l,M3eMbF|.
npOCTOﬁ BApaBblﬁ CMbICN TOBOPWUA, YTO OH He roauTCAa ANA TakKnx CBepLUGHVIﬁ, Aaxe ecnun 6bl OHW He BbIIN TONbKO
ﬂpMMaHKOVI Bpara. ManeHbKui CaguK BOJZIbHOro CagoBHWKa, a He caj BEJIMYMHOM C KOpO0/21eBCTBO — BOT 4YTO eMy
HYXHO. EMy OCTaTO4YHO CBOMX PYK, OH He MPMBbIK NOAAraTbCA Ha CAyr.

— 3T meuTbl — oAMH obmaH, — Bopyan oH.— Ecam a HageHy Konbuo 3aeck, B Mopgaope, OH yBUAUT ©
NPUKOHYMT MeHA. He cTouT U npoboBaTb. MoXeT 1 XOpoLLOo 6biTb HEBUAMMbBIM, A3 TONBKO YK Aydlle TaK...

Cam cowen BHM3. C KaxKApIM LIArOmM OH C/IOBHO CTAHOBMWJ/ICA MEHbLUE, U YKe Yepes3 HeCKOIbKO MMUHYT Ha
Tpone 6bln NPOCTO UCNYraHHbIM ManeHbKnit xobbut. Tenepb M 6e3 nomowm Konbla OH cCAbiWwan 3a CTeHOM
KPernocTu KPUKN U LUYM CParKeHUA.

Cam 6bin yXe Ha nosngoporn mexay TpOI'IOﬁ M BOPOTAaMU KPenocCTu, Korga otryada BbICKOYUIM ABa OpPKa.
JaXke He B3rnAHyB No CTOPOHam, OHU 6pOCM/'IVICb K F1IaBHOM Aaopore, HO He caenas U AeCATU WAros, CNOTKHY/TUCD,
ynaam mn OCTa/IMCb NnexXatb HENOABUXKHO. Cam He Bugen CTpen, HO OHM MOInIM BbINETETb TOJZIbKO M3 BOPOT

-61-



KpenocTu. B TeHWU cTeHbl cnesa oH He ocobeHHO 60A/CA, YTO ero 3aMeTAT, ero cMyLlano apyroe. B KameHHow
Knafke, nogHnmaslueinca nepes HUm dyTax B TPUALATU, He BblIO BUAHO HU TPELIMHKM, HU BbicTyna. Heuero
6b110 M AymaTb nepenesTb Yepes Hee. K TOMy Ke, 3aKaHUMBafacb OHa BbICTYMAOWMM LIMPOKUM KapHU30M.
OcTaBannch TO/1IbKO BOpOTa.

MOTUXOHBbKY NPUBAMKAACL K HUM, CaM NPUKUABIBA, CKONbKO e OPKOB MOXKET BbITb B KpenocTu. B oTpsaae
Larpata 6bl10 OKO/MIO COPOKa, BABOE MeHblie, Yem y [opbara. Ho otpag LlarpaTta 6bin 4acTbio rapHM3OHa
Kpenoctn. HenoHATHO 6b110, M3-32 YEro OHW MOTFAKM CLUENUTbCA Mexay coboi. Kak Hu rHan Cam oT cebsa aty
MbIC/Ib, HO HWKaKOW APYroi MpuuYMHbI, KPOME MMYLLECTBa CBOEro X03AnHa U camoro Ppoao, oH NpuaymaTtb He
mor. Cam cTan BCMOMMHaTL, 4To y Ppoao 6bi1o ¢ coboit, v Bapyr ero npowmnb xonogHbIM not. «Ja Beab Ha Ppoao
Kosnbuyra m3 Mudpunal» — BCMOMHMA OH. A YK 3TO AN He UEHHOCTb ANA opKoB! KOHEYHO, KTO-TO M3 HuUX
nonbITasicA 3aBNALETb €10, a APYrMM 3TO He MOHPaBMAOCL. [epes TaKMM UCKYLEHNEM 3TV nxoLen 3abyayT aare
npuKasbl YepHoli KpenocTu, a OHU 04HM TO/IbKO M OXPaHAAN XM3Hb pogo Ao cux nop.

— Hy ke, He Tpycb! — NPUKPUKHYA Ha ceba Cam. — [aBail, HAAO MATU, — C STUMM C/IOBAaMMU OH BbIXBAaTUA U3
HOXeH Pa3uTenb M KMHY/ICA K OTKPbITbIM BOpOTam. HO MMHOBAB BbICOKYH apKy, OH C pa3maxy HaTONIKHY/CA Ha
HeBMAMMOE NpenaTcTBue. YTo-To, Kyaa CuabHee ero, nperpaxkgano nytb. Coam 6ecnomMoLiHO OrAAHYACA Mo
CTOPOHaM M TONbKO TYyT 3amMeTUn B TeHM BOPOT CTpaxel. OTo 6blAM OrpomHble, KameHHble WMCTYKaHbl: Tpu
CpoCLUMXCA Tena, TPU roN0BblI C NMLAaMK, 0BpalLeHHbIMM Ha A0POry, BHYTPb KPemnoctM M Ha BopoTa. CTpaxu
CMOENN HA KaMEHHbIX TPOHAX, UX KOTTUCTbIE PYKW BblIM CNOMKEHbI HA KONEHAX, KAMEHHbIE UL, HanOMWHaBLLKE
XMLLHbIX NTUL, 6bINN 03apeHbl KAKOWM-TO BHYTPEHHEN KMU3HbO 3106HO0r0 6anTENbHOrO Ayxa. CTPaXKM 3HANM, KTO MX
Bpar. 3pMmble UAN HE3PUMbIA, OH HE CMOT Bbl HE BOWTH, HE BbIATW.

Cam cobpan Bce CUAbl U PBaHY/CA BNepes, HO He NPOABUHYJICA HU Ha AtoiM. Toraa ¢ MpayHbIM OTYasHUEM
OH MeJJ/IeHHO AOCTan M3-3a nasyxu ¢uan Managpuanm m NogHan ero eeepx. KemuyKHo-6enblli CBET paspoccs,
pasroHsAA TEeHM NoJg, CBOAAMM, U APKO OCBETWUA ypoa/vBbie avua u ¢urypol CTpaxkeir. Cam ycnen yaioBuUTb B UX
rnasax 3/06Hoe BblpaXKeHne W NOXO04EeN OT CTpaxa, HO TYT »Ke NMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3/1aA BOJIA, MPerpakaasLuas
nyTb, TaeT U obpalLaeTca B HAYTO. M TOr4a oH CHOBa pUHYACA BRepes,.

MuHOBaB BOpPOTa M CRpATaB YyAecHbl Jap Bnagblumubl JlopyeHa Ha rpyau, OH Cpasy MOYyBCTBOBA
BbIPOCLUYIO 33 CMIMHOW HE3PMMYI0 CTeHy. B TOT »Ke MUT M3BasiHMA UCMYCTUAN KOPOTKUIM MPOH3UTENbHLIN BOMJb,
9XOM OTAABLUMICA B KaMeHHbIX CTeHax. B OTBeT, BbICOKO BBepXy, NpO3By4an OAMHOKMI ApebesKalmii yaap
KonoKkona. Cam 6bin BHYTPY Kpenoctn Kuput YHron.

— Hy BOT, — NpoBopYan OH, — A M NO3BOHMA Yy ABepei. — Jii Bbl, Tam! — 3aKpuyan oH, C TPYAOM 3acTaBnAnA
rofoc He apokatb. — CKaxkute LLlarpaty, 4To ABUACA BEMKNI BOMH, 31bd C BOALWEBHBIM Mmeyom!

Ho emy He otBeTunn. Cam LIarHya Brepes, BCe elle CHMMan B pyKe Pasutenb, M CNOTKHYACA 060 YTO-TO
mArkoe. CeeTy 6bI710 Majio, M OH He Cpa3y 3aMETWU/I, YTO BECb BHYTPEHHUI ABOP KPEnocTH yceaH Tpynamm OpKoB.
Bosne cambix ero Hor Baffi/IMCb ABOE OPKOB-CTPENKOB. PYKM UX CXHUMAAN HOXM, OAHOBPEMEHHO BOH3EHHbIE B
CNWHbI Apyr Apyra. Janbliue Neann KTo B OAMHOYKY Tam, F4e ero CBajana Mey UAW CTpena, KTo no Asoe, elle
BLEMMBLINCL APYT B Apyra... Bce nornbamn B ApocTHOM CXBaTKe, A0 Noc/iedHero B3aoxa pybs, aywa, Kycasn. KamHu
6bINN CKOMIb3KMMM OT YEPHOM KPOBMU.

Cam 3aMeTu, YTO OPKK BblIM 04EThI MO PAasHOMY: Y O4HUX Ha odeae 6bin 3HaK barposoro OKa, y gpyrux —
JlyHHOTO JIMKa, HO OH He CTan OCTaHaB/AMBATLCA M MPUCMATPMBATLCA. [0 Ty CTOPOHY ABOPA, Y NOAHOMKbA HaLLHK
6bina 6onbluas NONYOTKPbITan ABEPb, OTTYAA MCXOAMIO KpacHOBATOe CBEYEHME, Ha Nopore BansiACcA MepTBblii
opK. Cam nepeluarHyn Yepes Hero v BOLLES, PacTePAHHO OrNAAbIBaAsACS.

LUMpOKKUIA, rynKMit Kopnaop Ben oT Asepwn BHyTpb. OH 6bin Tyckno ocsBeleH dakenamu, ropeswmn B
KaHaenAabpax No cTeHam, HO AaNbHMIN KOHeL, Kopuaopa TOHYA BO Mpake. Mo obenm cTopoHam pacnonaranocb
MHOXECTBO ZiBepel U NPOemMOoB, HO KPOME ABYX-TPEX BajJIABLUMXCA Ha Moy TPYNOB, Tam bbiao nycto. U3 Toro, uyto
Cam noacnywan B pasroBope npeasogutenieid oTpsAoB, OH 3Has, 4To Opoao, HMBOTO MU MEPTBOrO, HYXKHO
MCKaTb r4e-To Ha CamoM Bepxy 6allHM, HO r4e UMeHHO?

— HaBepHoe, 6auke K 3agHel cTeHe, — npobopmoTtan Cam. — Bcs KpenocTb KapabKaetcs Yyem ganblie ot
BX04a, TeM Bblwwe. U yiK, BO BCAKOM C/ly4Yae, Hago NpuaepKneaTbca ¢pakenos.

OH ABUHYANCA No Kopuaopy. LWarm rynko oTA4aBannce B TULLMHE, HANOMUHAA WAEeNaHbe OrPOMHbIX ﬂa,ﬂ,OHEﬁ
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no KamHio. OQMHOYECTBO, TPYNbl, Cbipble YepHble CTeHbl, B OTCBeTax (paKeNoB C/0BHO OKPOBaB/IEHHble, CTPaX,
noAcTeperaloLlime B TEHM UM 33 ABEPbIO CMEPTH, @ B IYBUHE AyLUM — OLLyLLEeHWE 30PKOM 3106bl, NoAKMAaoLWeN
Y BOPOT — 370 6b1/10 CAMIWKOM ansa CamoBbix cun. OH npeanoyen 6bl OTKPLITYIO CXBATKY, MLWb 6bl Bparos 66110 He
oYyeHb MHOro cpasy. OH 3acTaBun cebs aymatb o ®pogo, nexauiem rae-to 3gecb, o ®poao, cBA3aHHOM U
paHeHOM waAM mepTBOM. MWHOBaB oOcCBeleHHOe ¢aKenamm NPOCTPAaHCTBO, OH NpubaM3uaca K 6onblioi
CBOAYATOM ABEPU B KOHLE KOPUAOPA — KaK OH MPaBW/IbHO A0rafanca, 3To 6blna BHYTPEHHAS CTOPOHA HUMKHUX
BOPOT, — KaK BAPYr HaBepxy pa3fanca yrKacalowmii Xpunabiid Bonab. Cam TaKk M 3acTbin Ha mecTte. [oTom OH
ycablwan npubamxatowmeca warn. KTo-to Toponameo cb6eran no ryskoit 1ecTHULE CBEPXY.

Bosis Cama He cMor1ia OCTaHOBUTL €ro PyKy, NOTAHYBLUYHOCA K Lienoyke Kosbua. Ho oH He ycnen HageTb ero:
B TOT CaMblii MUT, KOTAa Manblbl OXBATUM LEMb, NO JECTHULE C /IA3TOM M CTYKOM CKaTW/CA OpK. BbicKouns u3
TeHeW HULWM crnpaBa, OH Hbexkan npamo Ha Cama M 3aMeTu1 ero ToIbKO Korga bbin warax B wectu. He maneHbKoro
YyesIoBeYKa, C TPYAOM AeprKaBLIEro Mey B pyKe, YBUAEN OH nepes coboi, a BbICOKYLO, TEMHYI0, 6€3MO/IBHYIO TeHb
CO CBEpKaloWMM A/IMHHBIM MEYOM B O4HOW PyKe; B APYroi, MPUMKATOM K rpyau, CKPbIBaAacb MOryyas v CTpallHas
Yyrposa, 419 KoTopoit He 6blN0 Ha3BaHWA.

OpK, COApPOrHYBLIMCb OT Yyaca, C MPOH3MTE/bHbIM BOMAEeM MOBepHyaca M 6pocuaca obpatHo. Cam,
AoHeNb3s 06pagoBaHHbIN 3TOW HeOXMAAHHOW Nobeaoit, 3a0pan U NOrHasCA 3a Bparom.

— Aral Yto, Bngenn dnbda-sonHal — Kpnyan oH. — A nay! A Hy, NOKaxKM MHe QOpPOry HaBepx, Uau A U3pybato
Tebs B KYCKMU.

Ho opk 6bin y ceba goma, cbiTbii U 6oapbIi, a Cam, roNogHbIN U yTOMAEHHbIN, eaBa aobpanca cioga. KpyTtan
JIeCTHMLA BUIAaCcb HECKOHYaemMo, 1 Cam Hayan 3aabixatbea. OpK mcyes u3 BuAy, AMwb cnabbllii TOMOT CAbIWACA
BCe Aanblue 1 ganblwe. OpK BONWA OT CTPAXa, U CTEHbI OT3bIBAIUCL 3XOM. HO MOCTeNneHHO Bce 3BYKU 3aTUXAMN.

Cam He octaHasamBancs. OH YyBCTBOBA/, YTO MAET BEPHLIM NMyTEM M 3TO ero oveHb noabagpueano. CnpsaTas
Konbuo 1 nonpasums Nosc, oH ckasan cebe: — Hy, Hy, eciv oHK Bce Tak 60ATcA Hac ¢ Pasutenem, To AeN0-To MOXKeT
ewe u Bbliroput. Caaetca mHe, yto Llarpat u lopbar caenann nodytn BClo paboTy 3a meHA. Kpome 3ToM
MCNYraHHOM KPbICbl HUKOFO 60/bLUE KMBOTO He BUAATD.

M TYT OH pe3Ko OCTaHOBUJICA, C/IOBHO CTYKHYBLUUCb O KAMEHHYIO CTeHy. 1o HEero AoLlen CMbIC/1 COBCTBEHHbIX
CNOB: HUKOro meoro! Yeir e 310 BONAb OH cablwan? — ®poao! Ppogo, apyr moi! — Bckpuyan Cam, noyTtu
pblaan. — Ecnm 1eba younu, uto s 6yay aenatb? A 34echb, A npullen HakoHel! — 1 oH Bpocuica HaBepx, Kak Ha
KPbINbsAX.

JNlecTHMUa Bce NOAHMMANACh U MOAHMMANAC. BblJI0 TEMHO, TONBKO M3peaKa Ha MOBOPOTE UM Ha NIOWAAKe
BCTPEYAIUCb OAMHOKME ¢aKena. Cam NMbITascA CYATATb CTYMEeHbKM, HO nocne ABYyXCOT cbunca. Tenepb OH LWen
TUXO, EMY Ka3a/0Cb, YTO OH CAbIWMWT roioca rae-To Bbile. BUAHO, B XMBbLIX OCTafacb He ofHa Kpbica. U Bapyr,
KOrga CUAbl y¥Ke OCTaBAANN ero, IeCTHMLUA KoHumnacb. OH ocTaHoBuMACcA. [o/10ca pasgaBanunch Tenepb 6M3KO U
otyeTaneo. Cam ornagenca. OH CTOAN Ha NJIOCKOW Kpbllwe TPeTbero, Camoro BbICOKOTO Apyca 6alwHu: 3to bbiia
OTKpbITas MJoWaaKa ApAoB ABaALATV B AMameTpe, 0bHeceHHas HU3KMM napaneTom. JIeCTHMUA OKaHuYMBanach B
Ma/IeHbKOIM CBOAYATOM KamMepe C HM3KMMMK ABEpSMM Ha BOCTOK M Ha 3anag. Ha BocToke Cam yBMAEeN TEMHYIO
paBHUHY Mopaopa 1 OrHeHHyto fopy Baanun. M3 ee mpayHbIX HeAp CHOBaA M3/MBaNNCL BarpoBble PeKM, Mbliaslmne
CTO/Ib AIPKO, YTO AaKe Ha TaKOM PaccToAHMM Mo cTeHam bawHu TpeneTanun 64MKWU. Bug Ha 3anag, 3akpbiBasio
OCHOBaHMe 6allHK, BEpLIMHA KOTOPON MOAHMMANACh Hag rpebHAMM OKpYKaloWmMX rop. B y3Koe OKOLWKO Auaca
cBeT. B gecatn apgax ot ceba Cam yeuaen Apyryto asepb, nomeHblue. MMeHHO oTTyAa M cabllwanuck ronoca. Ho
CoaM He cpasy MX YyCAbllwasja, MNOPa’KeHHbIM 3penvlem BHM3Y. Becb ABOPUK 6blil yceaH Tpynmamu OPKOB,
OTPYy6/EHHbIMM FON0BAaMM, PYKamM, HOoramu. 3anax CMepTu CTOSAA B BO3Ayxe. ApOCTHOe pbldaHMe, 3@ KOTOPOM
nocnefoBanu yaap v KpuKkuK, 3actasman Cama OTCKOUMTb B YKpbITUeE. Pa3aanca rHeBHbIN r010C, KOTOPbIA OH y3Han
Cpasy: 3To Mor 6bITb TOAbKO LLlarpaTt, HayaabHUK KPenocTu.

—TaK Tbl roBOpMLLIb, YTO 6osiblIe He nolaewb Tyaa, a? byab Tbl NpPokAAT, CHara, rHycHbl Yepsak! Tbl
AYMaellb, pa3 A pPaHeH, MOXHO MeHs He caywaTtb! Tak Tbl owubaewsca! Mogoran, a Tebe rnasa BbIPBY, Kak
ceiyac Pagbyry. A Korga npuaeT cMeHa, Yy A ¢ Tobon nocumtatocb. OTnpasnto K LLenob, Tak u 3Hau!

— CMeHa He NpuaeT, a eciv 1 NPUAET, TO Tbl €e He A0 AeLWbCA, — orpbi3Hyaca CHara. — fl ke rosopun Tebe,
yto [opbHaroBbl CKOTbl NOAOLWAN NEPBLIMU K BOPOTAM, @ M3 HALLUMX HUKTO He ycrnen BbIMTU. Bbliberkanu TonbKo
Narayd n Mysraw, 1 nx 3actpenman. A suaen us okHa.
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—Hy n ybupaiica! A octaHycb. Ho a paHeH. Mornbenb Ha 3TOro rHycHoro mM3meHHuKa lFopbara! — Larpat
3a60pMOTan Ch/OWHbIE NPOKAATbA. — A YroCTUA ero Aydwle, Yem OH MeHA, HO MOKa S AYyWWA ero, OH ycnen
YAApPUTb KUH}Kanom, ckotnHa! Uan! am, nam a cbem 1ebal HykHO HemeaieHHO AaTb 3HaTb B bapaa-Ayp, uHaue
Mbl 06a nonagem B YepHyto Amy. [la, Aa, 1 Tbl TOXKe. He Hagelca otcnaeTbes 3aech!

— fl He noiay BHM3! — npopblyan CHara, — MHe NAeBaTb — HauyaNbHMK Tbl AN HeT! A Hy, BpoCb KMHXKaN, a To
nonyumwb ctpeny B 60k! Tebe HegoNro OCTaNoCh KOMaHAOBaTb. Kak ToAbKo OHM ycabllwaTt 060 BCEM, YTO 34eChb
cnayumnoch, Tebe KoHel,. A 3awwmuian 6alHIO OT 3TUX MOPTY/NbCKMX KPbIC, @ Bbl, ABOE Haya/bHWKOB, Bbl BCe
NCMOPTUN, NOAPABLUNCH M3-3a A06bIun!

— XBaTuT! — pesko obopsan ero Larpat.— Y meHa 6bin npukas. Hauan Fopbar, Korga xoTen cTalwmTb 3Ty
Kpacuyto pybalLuKy.

— [a. A bl cBanun ero! XoTb Tbl U CUAIbHEE, @ OH Dbl YMHee Tebsa. OH e roBopun Tebe, YTo camblii ONACHbIN
M3 HUX elle Ha cBoboae, a Tbl He xoTen caywatb. M ceiyac He xodewb. fopbar 6611 npas, roeopto Tebe! TyT, B
KPenocTn, MOry4Ynin BOWH, O4MH U3 3TUX KPOBOXKaZAHbIX 3/1bOB, @ MOXKET Aaxe — Tapk. OH 3aech, roopto Tebe!
Tbl cnbiwan Konokon? OH npowen mumo CTparxkein, a KTo KpoMe TapKa Mor 3To caenatb? Celiyac OH Ha NecTHULE.
M noKa oH He yiaeT, A He cnyLycb, 6yAb Tbl XOTb Hasryaom!

— A, BOT Tbl Kak! — 3awencs ot rHesa LLarpart. — 310 Tbl OyAewWwb Aenatb, a TO — HET? A Korga OH nNpuaerT,
cbexunllb 1 bpocnib meHA? Hy yK HeT!

N3 pBepu 6alHKM Bbibekan AaBellHUIt OpPK. 3a HUM rHancA LarpaT, orpomHbIA, C TaKUMU OJANHHBIMK
pyKamu, uto Ha bery oHu 3agesanu non. Ho oaHa pyka Bucena 6eccunbHO, M3 Hee TeKna KPoBb; APYroi OoH
NpuskMMman K cebe 6oblLOI cBEpPTOK. B KpacHom cBeTe Cam, NpUTauUBLUMICA 3a ABEPbIO, HA MIHOBEHWE yBUAEeN
ero ceupenoe AnLo: OHO 6bI10 U304PaHO, CIOBHO OCTPLIMWU KOTTAMM, U MCNAYKaHO KPoBbio. C TOpYaLLMX KNbIKOB
Kanana neHa, U OH pblyan, Kak AnKui 3Bepb. Com Habawoaan, Kak LLarpaT roHsanca 3a CHaroli no Bcemy ABOPUKY,
NMoKa TOT He KMHyACcA 06paTHO B BallHIO U He cKpblica Tam. Toraa LWarpat octaHosuaca. Cam XOpOLLO BUAEN, KaK
OH CTOMUT Yy napanera, TAXeNOo Abllla, CKUMaA U pasKumas nany. OH NOMOMKWUA CBOI CBEPTOK Ha NOJ, BbiTalLMA
OJIMHHBIA KUMHXan M 3a4em-TO Mnonaesan Ha Hero. [TOTOM meperHy/ica Yepes napaneTt U ABaKAbl KPUKHYA, HO
oTBeTa He 6bl10.

M Bapyr, noka LLlarpaTt cmoTpen BHWU3, NOBEPHYBLUMCH CMMHON K naowaaKke, CaMm C U3ymaeHNeM yBUAEN, KaK
OAHO M3 PacnpoCTepPTLIX TeN NOLWeBeMNOCh, a MOTOM NoMnoA3i0. OHO NPOTAHYNO KOFTUCTYIO nany u BUEMNUAOCH B
CBEPTOK, WaTasncb, NOAHANOCL. B Apyroi pyke y Hero 6bin1 06/10MOK KOMbA C WXPOKMM ie3Bnem. OH 3amaxHyca
ANA yaapa. Ho B 3TOT MUT y HEro CKBO3b C¥KaTble 3ybbl BbIPBaNOCh LWIMMNEHMEe He To OoT 6011, He TO OT 3/1006bl.
LLlarpaT MrHOBEHHO KaK 3mes OTNpaHy/, 0bepHyACca U BCagua KUHKa B ropJsio Bpary.

— Bot Tebe, Nopbar! — Bckpuuan oH. Tbl KnBoK ewle, aa? Hy, 1 Teba npnKkoHuy!

Fopbar pyxHyn, Kak NOAKOLWEHHbIN. YA0CTOBEPUBLUMCL B TOM, YTO OH MepTB, LLlarpaT 3anpokuHya ronosy u
pa3pasuaca XpUnabiM, TOPXKeCTByOWMM Bonsiem. MoTom 06AM3an KuWHKan, B3An ero B 3ybbl M, NOAXBATMB
CBEPTOK, 3aKOBbINA K bAnKalLlLel ABepyu Ha NECTHULLY BHUS.

Camy HeKkoraa 6b110 pa3aymbisaTb. C 3TUM OPKOM Heslb3s BbIN0 40Ar0 UrpaTh B NPATKM, U Cam coBepLuna To,
yTo 6bI710, HaBEPHOE, CaMbIM YAa4YHbIM MOCTYNKOM B €ro KM3HW: 3aKpW4yan W NpbirHyn HascTpedy Llarparty.
KonbLo, NycTb Aaxe He HajeToe, yXKacano Bcex pabos Mopgopa, B pyke Cam C:KMMaA med, MopaKasLumii OPKOB
HecTepnMmbIM 61eCKOM: Tak 61ecTAT 6e3)KaNoCTHble 3Be3Abl B YKaCHOMW CTpaHe 31bGOB — Caman MbICNb O HUX
6bl1a KOWMapPOM 418 BCEro NPOKAATOro naemexu. Y Larpata 6bina TONbKO OA4Ha pyKa U ANA 3alWMTbl U YTO6bI
OXPaHATb CBOE COKpoBMLLE. OH OCTAHOBM/ICA M 3aKpWUYasl, OCKaZIMB K/IbIKM, MOTOM OTCKOYMB B CTOPOHY, KaK BCeraa
[eNatoT OPKM, OH CUJIbHO TKHY/1 eMY B IMLLO CBEPTKOM, UCMOJIb30BAB €ro KakK WUT U Kak opy:Kue. Cam 3awlaTancs u
He ycnen BbINPAMUTLCA, KaKk LLlarpaT MeTHy/cs MMMO M 3arpemenl BHM3 Mo JecTHULE. BCKprKHYB, Cam KMHYACA
6bI10 B MNOrOHIO, HO Mbic/Ib 0 Ppoao octaHoBMNa ero. OH BCMOMHWA, YTO APYroi opK ybexkan B 6awHto. CHoBa
HY»KHO DOblJ10 BbIOUPaATb, @ BpeMeHU He 6bino. Ecam LWarpaT 6eXkan, oH BCKOpe BepHeTca ¢ nogmoroi. Ho ecnu
rHaTbCs 32 HAM, APYroi OpK MOXKET coBepLMTb B balHe KyTKoe aeno. K Tomy e, LLlarpaTa y»Ke He gorHate. Cam
nosepHysaca M nobexkan HaBepx.— ONATb He TaK, HaBepHOe, — CKasan OH cebe.— Ho yX NycTb A cHayana
NoAHWUMYCb Ha camblii Bepx, a Tam — byab yto byaet!

Haneko BHu3y LUarpat 3arpemen, cberas no nectHuue, Bbibexan BO ABOP WM KMHY/ACA K BOpOTaMm, He
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BbIMyCKas CBOen AparoueHHoM Aobbium. Ecam 661 Cam 3Has, CKOJIbKO ropa NpUHeceT 3To 6ercTso, oH 6bl 3an1aKan.
Ho oH mor aymaTb TONbKO O LENn CBOWX MOUCKOB. OCTOPOXKHO NPMBAM3MBLUUCHE K ABEPAM, OH LIarHyn 4yepes
nopor. BHyTpu 6b110 TEMHO, HO CNpaBa MepLan TYCKAbIKM CBeT. ITO CBETUIOCb OKHO, BbIXOAALLEe Ha ApYryto
NIECTHULLY, TaKYHO e TEMHYIO M Y3KYI0; OHa NoAgHMManach CNMpPanbio, U rae-To HaBepxy ropen daken.

CaM OCTOPOXKHO Hayan nogHUMaTtbca. OH AOCTMI Kanalowero cMosoi dpakena, yKpenneHHoro Hag, ABepblo,
HanpPOTUB Y3KOr0 OKHa Ha 3anaf; 370 M 6bin OAMH M3 KpacHbIX I1a3, KoTopble oHM ¢ Ppoao BMAENU CHU3Y, OT
Hayana noAasemHoro xoga. Cam 6bICTPO MMHOBAN ABEpPb M MOCMELIMA HA BTOPOMN ApyC, BCce Bpema 60AcCb, 4To
C3a4M BOT-BOT KTO-HMOYAb HakMHeTcA. Ho BOT necTHMLa KoHumnack. Cam npoKkpasncs B Kopuaop. C obenx cTopoH
34ecb 6bI710 NO HU3KOM ABepu, Ho obe — 3anepTbl. U HUr4e HU 3BYKal

— Kapabkancs, Kapabkancs, — npobopmoTtan Cam, — 1 3abpanca B TynuK. Ho 3To — He BepliMHa GallHMu.
YTO-TO Ke A0/IKHO bbITb Aanblue?

OH cnycTnnca Ha oauH apyc n nonpobosan Asepb. OHa He NoaaasBanach. Torga oH cHoBa B36eXkan Hasepx,
BeCb B NOTY. MMUHYTbI yXOAWAM OA4HA 33 APYroi, a OH HUYEro He mor caenatb. Cam He ayman 6onblue o Llarparte,
HM o CHare. EMy Hy:eH 6bln Tonbko Ppoao: xoTb OAMH €ro B3rAA4 MAW MPUKOCHOBeHMe. M cHoBa emy
BCMOMHWAOCb TO, YTO OH BuAaen B 3epkane lanagpuanu: ceba camoro, 6ayxaatowero nNo 6ecKoHeUYHbIM
KOPWMAOPaM U IeCTHULLAM B MOMCKAX Yero-To, CamMoro BaXKHOro B Mupe.

HaKoHeLl, ycTanblil, OKOHYaTe/IbHO 06ECKypPaXKeHHbIN, OH CeN Ha CTYMEHbKY M YPOHW roIoBY Ha PyKWU. Bbiio
TUXO, CTPaHHO TXo. ®aken 3aTpeneTan u norac, u Cam NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro 3a/IMBAIOT BOJIHbI TbMb.

M TyT, nocne Bcex HanpacHbIX MOMCKOB, BO MpaKe oT4yaaHuA, Cam, K cOBCTBEHHOMY CBOEMY YAMBJIEHUIO,
Hayan TUXOHbKO NeTb. [0N10C Y Hero 6bl1 TOHKUIA U APOXKaLLMA — roIoC OAUHOKOTO, OTYasABLerocs xo66uta. OH
MYP/IbIKa cTapble AeTCKME NeCeHKM, OTPbIBKU U3 NeceH, COYMHEHHbIX BUabbo, MenbKasLIMe Y HEro B MbICAAX, Kak
MWMOJIETHbIE BUAEHWNA POAHON CTPaHbl. A NOTOM BAPYr B HEM MOAHANCH KaKMe-To HOBble CUJIbl, FOI0C OKpen U
HEOMMAAHHO POAUINCE CBOU COBCTBEHHbIE C/I0BA, CAMBLUMECA C He3aTelinnsoi menoaueit. OH nen o Tom, 4To
3Han u 1bun: o BeceHHen nncTee, o Hebe, 0 3Be34ax, O PaAOCTM NeXKaTb B ryCTOM Tpase Moj, pacnycKaoLmMmmnca
geTBAMU. W BAPYr emy nodyauaca Yein-to cnabbliit oTBeTHbIM ronoc. OH npucaywanca. Bece ytuxno. Hert, yto-to
C/bILIHO OMATb, HO 3TO HE roJ/10C, 3TO NPUBAUNKAIOLLMECS LarW.

CKpUMHYB, OTKPbINach ABePb B Kopuaope Hasepxy. Cam 3aTanscs, NpUCayLWwmBanch. [Bepb 3aKpblaach, ryxo
CTYKHYB, @ NOTOM MOC/bILIAACA BU3I/IMUBbII FO10C OpKa.

— D11 Tbl! 3aTKHUCB, rpA3Han Kpbica! Bpock NMUWATb, a TO A NOAHUMYCb M NoKaxy Tebe! MoHATHO?
OTBeTa He 6bl10.

— NNagHo, — npogonan CHara, a 3TO0 6bl1 MMEHHO OH, — BCE PaBHO A MOAHWMYCb MOMNAAETb, YTO Thbl Tam
aenaeuib.

MeTAn CKpMnHyAM cHoBa, n Cam, BbIrAHYB M3-3a YrAa, YBUAEN CBET, ME/bKHYBLUWIA B OTKPLITOM ABEpH, U
TEMHbIIN CUAY3T OPKa, Hecywero nectHuuy. Cam BAPYr A0Orafganca: B Camylo BEPXHIO Kamepy Bena nogbemHas
ABepb B MOTO/IKE Kopugopa. CHara NocTaBuA NEeCTHULY, YKPenun ee, U MNOAHABWKCL, ucyes M3 Buay. Cam
YCAbIWAn CTyK OTOABMraeMoro 3acoBa. [1OTOM MPOTMBHbIN rO0C 3aroBopuA onaTb: — JIeKM CMUPHO, MHade
Hannavewbcs! [ymato, Tebe HeAONTO NPUAETCA KWUTb TYT CMOKOWHO. A YTOObl Tbl HE O4YeHb CKy4yas, BOT Tebe
334aTOK! — noc/biWwanca 3ByK, NOXOXKUI Ha yaap 6uya.

Cama oxBatuia belweHHas ApocTb. OH MUrom NoAberKan K eCTHULUE M, KaK KOLKA, BCKapabKascs BBEpX.
NecTHWUa BbIXOAWA B /IOK nocpean 6o/blwol Kpyrnoi Kamepbl. C NOTO/IKa CBMCana KpacHas JAammna; npoem
BbIXOAMBLUEIO Ha 3anaj, OKHA Obln BbICOKMM M TeMHbIM. Ha moay nog, OKHOM YTO-TO JeXKasno, Hag HUM HaBUCNa
yepHasa ¢urypa opka. by nogHANCA CHOBA, HO yAapa He NoCAe[0Basno.

CaM C KPMKOM MpbIrHYA BRepea 1 B3maxHyn Pasutenem. OpK 6bIcTpo 06epHyACA, HO He ycnen u ABUHYTLCA,
Kak Cam oTpybun emy nany c 6udom. B3sbiB OT 601 U CTpaxa, OpPK CTPEMINaB KMHy/ACA Ha Hero. Bropolt yaap
Cama He AoCTUr uenu u, NoTepsas paBHOBECME, OH yMnaa BMecTe C Ha/leTeBLIMM Ha Hero opKom. Euie He ycnes
NOAHATLCA, OH YCAbIWaA BOMAb M FAYXOW CTYK: OPK 3aLennaca 3a BbICTYNaloWMii KOHeL, NeCTHULbI U PYXHYN B
OTKPbITbIM NIOK. CaM TYT e 3abbi1 0 Hem. OH BPOCUACA K NerKallemMy nog oKHom. 3T1o 6bin Ppoao.

OH 6bin 6e3 cosHaHuA. [oNbliA, Ha rpyae rPA3HOro TPAMbA, PyKa NPUKpbIBaaa rosoBy, a Ha 6BOKy BUAHeNcA

-65-



KpacHbI pybew, oT yaapa 6uyom.

— ®pogo! Ppogo, munbit apyr! — Bckpmuyan Cam, obameaace cnesamu.— 3710 A, Cam! A npuwen!— oH
NPUNOAHAN TENO U NPUNKaA K rpyaun. Ppoao oTKpbIA rnasa.

— OnATb COH? — YyTb CAbIWHO NpobopmoTan oH. — Ho apyrue cHbl 6blAKU CTPALLHBIE. ..
— Her, He coH! — BcxaunnbiBan Cam. — 370 A, HacToAwmi. A npuwen!

— MHe He BepuTca, — npowentan Ppoao, Kpenko yxBaTUBLUUCL 3@ Hero. — To/IbKO YTo Bbl OPK C BMYOM, a
BAPYr npespatuacs B Cama... 3HaUYUT, MHE He NPUCHUNOCL, KOTAa A CNblLaa TBOE NeHUE BHU3Y U XOTes1 OTBETUTL?
370 6bIN TbI?

— KoHeuHo, a. A yxe noytn noTepan Hagexay. A HMKaK He Mor HanTu Bxop ctoga.— Hy BOT, Tenepb Thbl
Hawen, Cam, munbin, — npounsHec Ppoao un ynerca B 3aboTnmeble 06bATUAX Cama, 3aKpbIB [1a3a, Kak pebeHok,
HOYHbIE CTPaxM KOTOPOTro pa3BesiHbl NHBUMbIM rOJI0COM UAU NPUKOCHOBEHNEM.

Cam 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO MOMKET CUAETb TaK BECKOHEeYHO, B MOSIHOM B1aXKEeHCTBE, HO 3TO Hbl1I0 HEBO3MOMKHO.
HaltTu gpyra mano, Hy»KHO ewe cnactu ero. OH nouenosan ®pogo B 106. — OuHUcb, Dpogo! — npowenTtan oH,
CTapascb roOBOPUTHL TaK e Beceso, Kak bbisano B Topbe-Ha-Kpyye, Korga oH pacnaxmsan OKHO NETHUM YTPOM.

®pongo B340XHYN, OTKPLIA rNasa u cen. — Fae mol? Kak s nonan cioga?

— HeKkorga pacckasbliBaTb, Ha[0 YXOAUTb CKOpee, — BOJIHYACb, cka3an Cam. — Mbl Ha BeplunHe 6alluHKn, ToM
Camoi1, KOTOPYIO BUAENN OT NoA3eMHOro xoaa. [oTom OpKKM CXBaTUAM Bac... A He 3Hato, Korga? MoxerT, Byepa, a
MOKeT, no3asuepa...

— Buepa? — nepecnpocun Ppoao. — A MHe KaxKeTca, NPOoLAN yKe Heaenn. Yto-To paHnIo meHs, BepHo? U s
CNan v BUAEN CTPALLHbIE CHbl, @ MOTOM NPOCHYACA, — a AENCTBUTENIbHOCTD elle CTpalHee. Be3ae opku. KaxeTtca,
OHMW IMIN MHE B FOPJ/I0 KaKoe-To OTBPATUTENbHOE NUTbe. A 6bln cnabblit U 66110 601bHO... OHM pasaenn meHs, a
NOTOM Ba OFPOMHbIX, CTPALUHbIX, CTaAWU AONpalmMBaTh U AONpalIMBaAn, NOKA A HE NOYYBCTBOBA/, YTO CXOXY C
yma. OHM CTOANN HaZ0 MHOM U PblYafM, M XBAaTaIUCb 3@ KMHXKanbl. HMKoraa He 3abyay ux Kortei!

— He 3abypaeTe, ecnu 6ygete BCNOMUHATL, — cKa3an Cam. — Ho ecnm mMbl He XOTMM CHOBA YBUAETLCA C HUMM,
HaZo yxoauTb. MoeTe Bbl MATU?

—[a, mory, — otBeTnn ®poao, meaneHHo BcTtaBada. — A He paHeH, Cam. TONbKO O4YeHb yCTana, U BOT 34eCb
601bHO, — OH NPUKOCHY/ACA K Wee c3aan y nesoro nneva. Camy NoKasanocb, YTO OH OAET B MJamsaA: Aamna,
CBMCABLUAA CBEPXY, 3a/IMBAN0 ero 0bHaKeHHoe Teso anbim cBeTom. OH caenan no Kamepe HECKOJIbKO LIaros.

— BoT TaK nyylle, — ckasan oH, npuoboapusLunck. — 1 60anca ABUraTbCA, NOKa 6blN 0AMH. A NOTOM HayYanuCb
KPUKK, ApaKka. KaxeTca, OHM Nepeccopunmnch 13-3a MeHs U MoUX Belllei. A ucnyranca U nexkan coscem Tmxo. A
KOraa Bce KOHUYMIOCh, CTaNo elle cTpallHee.

—[a, noxoxe, oHK nepegpanncb: nx 3gecb 6b1710 COTHU ABe, 3TUX MEP3KUX TBapeﬁ. I'Iomanyﬁ, MHOrosaTto
AnAa MeHA OAHOI’O! Ho oHu camm ynpasunaunco. 3TO, KOHeYHo, Xopouwo, HO yxoauTb BCE-TaKN HaQo, U I'I06bICTpee.
TONbKO He Harnwom e Bam uaTu...

— OHK BCe OTHAAKN Y MeHA, Cam, — ¢ oTYasHMeM npousHec Ppoao. — Bee, Tbl NOHMMaelWwb? Bece! — oH cHoBa
OMYCTUACA Ha NOJ, MOHWUKHYB, C/IOBHO TONbKO Ceiyac NOHAA BClO rybMHY NOCTUrWEro ero Hecyactbs.— Mbl
pasbutbl, Cam. [larke ecan mbl BbINAEM OTCIOAA, HAM He cnacTuch. [la M Hesauem crnacaTtbeA. MoxKeT, anbdpam elle
yAacTca yitv 3a Mope...

— Hert, ®poao, HeT, Mbl elle He pa3buTsl! A B3an ero y Bac, npoctute meHA. U s ero cbeper. BoT oHo, 34€eCh,
Ha LWee, M OHO YXKacHO TAXKenoe, — Cam Hallynan Ha rpyaum uenouky Konbua. — Ho Teneps, A Aymato, Bbl BO3bMETE
ero obpaTHo.

— OHo y Tebs?! — Bckpuuan Ppono. — Y Tebs, 3geck? Cam, Tbl — yyao! — Ho Bapyr ero TOH MrHOBEHHO U
CTpaWHO mnameHunca. — OTaan! — KpUKHYN OH, BCKOYMB M MPOTAHYB ApOrKallyto pyky. — OTaal ceiiyac kel Tebe
Henb3A ero Tporatb!

— Xopouwo, ®poao, — OTBETUA YAMUBAEHHbIN M UCNyraHHbIit Cam. — BoT oHo.

OH MeafieHHo aocTtan KosbLo M CHAA C Wweun Lenodky. — Mbl Tenepb B Mopaope. Korga Bbl BbllifeTe oTcioAa,
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To yeuamute — OpoapymH coBcem 6aM3K0. KOMbLO CTano TPUMKAbl ONAcHbIM M OYeHb TaXenbiMm. Ecan Bam byaet
CULWKOM TPYAHO C HUM, MOMKET, i MOMOTY... TO eCTb 1 BeZlb MOrY... €C/IN Bbl MOHUMAETE, YTO A XOUy CKa3aTb.

— Hert, HeT! — Bckpnuan ®Ppoao, BoixBaTbiBan y Cama 3 pyk Konbuo. — Henb3a! Tel — Bop! — oH 3agbixanca, He
cBogA ¢ Cama mcnyraHHbIX U 3106HbIX rna3. MoTom BAPYr CTUCHYA KonbLo B Kynake n nobnegHen. Barnag y Hero
NPOACHWACA, U OH NpoOBen pykon no nb6y. OnATb OH MPUHAN 33 AEWCTBUTENbHOCTb CTPALIHOE BWAEHME,
NOMCTUBLLEECA ero 3aTyMaHeHHOMY CO3HaHMIO: Y Hero Ha rsiasax Cam npeBpaTuUACA B OPKa, B THYCHOE CyLLeCcTBO C
aNYHbIM B3MNALOM M UCTEKAKOLWMM NEHON PTOM, MPOTArMBAtOLLEE NaMbl K ero COKpoBuwy. Ho BuAeHUE TYT Xe
ncuesno. MNepes HUM Ha KoneHax ctoan Cam € rnasamu, NOSHbIMKU CAe3, C TAaKOM MYKOM Ha SnLe, CNIOBHO €ro
CMepTeNbHO PaHUAN.

— 0, Cam! Y10 5 ckazan? Yto a caenan? Mpoctn meHa! MNocne Bcero, 4to Tbl coBepwmn... 3to Kosbuyo! OHo
BMHOBaTO! Jlyywe 6bl €ro HUKTO HUKoraa He Haxoaun! SlagHo, He Boica 3a meHs, Cam! A ponKeH HecTn ceoe
b6pems 40 KOHLA, MHE Hesb3a Ae/INTb ero HWU ¢ KeM. He HaZo CTaHOBUTLCA MeXay MHOM U moel cyabboi.

— Xopowo, Ppoao, — scxamnHyn Cam, yTupaa rnasa pykaBom.— fl MOHMMAlO, HO BeAb A BCE-TaKM Mory
nomodb, npasga? Mory BbIBECTM Bac OTClOAA... NPAMO ceivac ke. TO/NIbKO CHayana Hy)XHO A0CTaTb OAEMHAY,
opy:ue u eay. C oaexaoi — a1o npocrto. Pas mbl B Mopaope, To M 04eBaTbCA A0/1XHbI NO-MOPAOPCKM, BCE PaBHO
Apyroro Bbibopa HeT. botocb, Bam NpUAETCa nepeoaetbcs opkom. [a u mHe Toxe. Ecam mbl Nnoaem BmecTe, Ham
e nerdye 6yaeT. A NnoKa HaZeHbTe BOT 3TO.

OH paccTerHyn cBoi cepblii NAaLL U HAaKMHYA ero Ha naedn ®poao. MoToM CHAN CYMKY UM MONOXKMA Ha Mo,
[0CTan U3 HoxKeH PasuTtens: nessue no Kpasam cnabo barposesno.

— A n 3abbin, ®popo. HeT, oHM He Bce OTHAAM y Bac. BoT M PasuTenb, Bbl CaMM MHe €ro oT4anu, ecau
NOMHUTE, U CKAAHKa U3 JlopueHa. Ho nycTb nobyayT y MeHs elie HEKOTOpoe Bpems. fl noiay, nouLy, Y4To CMOry.
A Bbl OCTaBaiTech 34eck. MoxoanTe HEMHOTO, YTObbI Pa3MATLCA. A CKOPO BEPHYCD.

— Tbl nooctoposkHee, Cam, — 3a60T1MBO Npeaynpeamn Opoao, — u HeAoNro. 34eCb MOTYT BbITb eLle U KMBble
OpKMU...

— Mpuaertca pUCKHYTb, — oTBeTUN Cam. OH WarHyn K OTKPbITOW ABEPU M MMUIOM CNyCTUACA MO /IECTHULE.
OAHaKo yepes MUHYTY ero rooBa NosBUAaCb CHOBA, M OH BPOCKA Ha NOA AAMHHbIA KUHXKa.

— Mpuroguntca, — cKasan oH.— ITO — TOrO OPKa, YTO yAapwua Bac; OH cioman cebe wet. W, BOT uTo,
BTALLMTE-KA SIECTHULY HaBepX, U He OMyCKalTe, NoKa He yC/ablWnTe Moero napons: «3nb6epeT». HU 04WMH OpK He
CMOKET NPOM3HECTN 3TOro Napos.

Hekotopoe Bpems Ppoao cupen, ApoKa, U B Aywe Y HEero OgHW CTPaxu CMEHAANCb Apyrumu. NMoTom oH
BCTaA, 3aKyTanca B 3N1bGUINCKMUIA NAaLL, M HaYan pacxaykmusaTb B3a U Brepes No CBOein TeMHuLe.

MpoLwno MHoro BpemeHn — Ppoao NOKa3anocb — He MeHblLe Yaca, U ronoc CamMa TUXOHBKO OKAUKHYA CHU3Y:
— dnbeperT!

cD|I)0,CI,0 onycTun nectHunuy, mn Cam, oTAyBaACb, NOAHANCA HaBepX, HECA Ha ronose TAMKENbIN TIOK.

— Tenepb 6bICTPO, DPOAO, — NPOU3HEC OH. — ITO AO/IKHO NOZONTU Ham. A He BCTPETU/I HUKOTO KMBOTO, HO
MHe 4YTO-TO 6ecnokoiHo. Takoe YyBCTBO, YTO 33 3TUM MECTOM ceaAT. He mory o6bACHUTL BaMm, Hy, BPOAE KaK TyT
NleTaeT oAMH U3 3TUX YepHbIx BcagHUKOB, BICOKO /IeTaeT, Ham ero He BUAATb, @ BCE-TaKM OH TyT.

Coam passepHyn TOK. Ppoao nocMmoTpen Ha Belly C OTBpaLleHNemM, HO Bbibopa He 6bino: AMbo oaeBaTbhesA,
nnbo octatbea ronbiMm. OH HaZlen N0XMaTble, U3 KaKoro-To rPSiI3HOF0 MeXa, LUTaHbl U FPA3HYI0 KOXKaHyo pyballKy.
MoBepx Hee — NIOTHYIO KOJIbYYTY M NoAnosAcan ee NoACOM C KOPOTKUM LUIMPOKUM Medom. Cam NpUHEC HECKO/IbKO
wnemos, M Ppoao BbIBpPan OAMH — UYepHbIA KOAMAK C KenesHbiM, ObOLWUTbIM KoxKelh obogkom. Ha
KntoBonoaob6Hom 3abpane 6bin n306parxKeH 3Hak OKa.

— Ofexaa MoOPrynbCKMX OpKos M3 oTpaga lopbara 6bina 6bl yaobHee, — 3ameTnn Cam, — HO KaxeTca, UX
3HaKn B Mopgope He roaartcs, ocobeHHO B TaKOM Aene, KaKk Halwe. Hy BoT, ®poao, npeKkpacHblii HEBLICOKUIA OpK
u3 Bac noayumnaca! Ecam 6bl ewe 3aKpbITb L0 U BbITAHYTb PYKU NOANMHHEE, Aa XOAUTb Ha KPUBbIX HOrax — 66110
6bl coBCeM XOpoLLOo. BOT 3To NpMKpoeT HedoCTaTKM, — OH HaKuHyA Ppoao Ha naedr ANMHHBIA YepHbl naau,. —
FfotoBo! A WKTbLI BO3bmeM, KOraa Bbigaem oTcioaa.
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— A Tbl, Cam? — cnpocun ®poao. — Mbl e A0/KHbI BbIr1AAETb OANHAKOBO.

— Xopouwo 6bl, KoM Tak, — oTo3Banca Cam. — Ho MHe Aydlle He OCTaBAATb 34eCb HMYEro U3 CBOUX Bellei, a
KaK X YHUUTOXMLWb? OPKOBY KObYYry NOBEPX BCEN MOel oAexabl He HaaeTb. OcTaeTca TONbKO NPUKPLITH ee.

OH OnyCTMACA Ha KOIEHW U TWATeNbHO CBEPHY/ CBOW Cepbli naaul. Moayymaca Ha yamsBaeHUe ManeHbKUi
CBEPTOK, KOTOPbIM OH CNpATan B CYMKy. [MOAHABLUMCb, OH HaZen WAeM, a Ha NJe4Yn HAKUHYN APYron YepHblid
nnaw,. — Bot Tak! Tenepb Mbl C BAMM AOCTAaTOYHO NOXOXKNU. MOXKHO MATH.

—TonbKo 3Haewsb, Cam, He oyeHb 6bICTPO, Xopowo? — cnabo ynbibHyAca Ppogo.— Hennoxo 6bl elwe
pa3y3HaTb HAacyeT MONYTHbIX TPAKTMPOB. Tbl, BUAHO, 3abbll, HO €CTb-MUTb U3PeAKa HAZ0, BEPHO?

— [a, npusHatbcsa, 3abbii! — Cam oropyeHHO B3A0XHYA. — YecTHoe cnoso, Ppoao, € Tex Nop, Kak Bbl UcHE3NU,
Y MeHA BO PTY MaKOBOW POCMHKM He Bblno. 1 3abbin 060 BCcem, MOKa Bac mMckan. Ho aainte noaymats! Korga s
CMOTpen B nocnaedHuii pas, ot npunacos dapammpa OCTaBanochb elle Koe-yto. pn 3KOHOMHOM pacxoge, C
HeAeNto NpoaepsKaTbCA MOXKHO. A BOT BOAbl Y MeHA BO G/AMKE Ha FNOTOK, He bonblue. Ha ABOMX He XBaTwuT,
KOoHeuHo. [la yTo, pa3se OPKKN He eaaAT, He NbioT? VM OHM NUTAOTCA TObKO AbIMOM A3 A40M?

— Het, Cam, 1 eaaT v nbloT. Mpak, N3 KOTOPOro OHW BbiLLM, HE MOMKET CO34aTb HMYEro HactoAawero. Jymato,
3TO He OH NOPOANA UX, pPa3Be TO/IbKO U3ypoaoBas Tena U Aywn. ECIM OHKU XOTAT KUTb, TO U NUTaTbCA AO/KHbI, KaK
BCAKME KMBble TBapu. OHN He OTKaXKYTCA OT THUAOWN MULLM U TYXN0M BoAbl, HO AblM BCe-Taku He eaaT. OHK Bedb
KOPMWUIU MeHA. 34ecCb rae-To A0MKHA HalTUCh M BoAa M NULLa.

— Ho uckatb HeKoraa, — Toponunca Cam.

— lagHo, ceiyac ngem. MoKa Teba He 6bIIO, MHE TOXe NoBe3No Koe B Yem. OHW AeNCTBUTENIbHO B3N He
Bce. fl Halwen CBOK CYMKYy C nposusneir. OHU, KOHEYHO, PbIINCL B Hel, HO, BUOHO, 31bOUIACKME NENeLLKn
NMOHPaABUINCL UM eLe MeHbLue, Yem Mopaymy. OHM TOIbKO PacLUBbIPAIN UX, HO MPOMNAJO HE TaK YK MHOro. A BOT
dnaxKy npobuman.

— Hy, TaKk 1 roBopuTb He 0 Yem. [OKa Ham XBaTUT, BOT TO/IbKO C BOAOM TpyaHO npuaetca. Maemte, Ppoao!
Yingem oTcioga, MHaye v Lenoe 03epo Ham He NoHagobuTcs.

—oKa He cbewb XOTb KyCO4ekx, Cam, — TBEPOO CKa3san (Dpo,u,o,— A He caenak Hu uwary. BoTt, ewb 3Ty
nenewky u AOI'IEVI BCE U3 CBOEW d)}'lﬂ)KKM. Hawwn gena Tak NA0OXM, YTO HET CMbICAA 6ecnokounTbes o 3aBTpalHEM
AHe, OH MOXXET U BOBCE HE HACTYMUTb.

HakoHel, oHM cobpanucb B NyTb. SlectTHUuy Cam y6pan 3a coboit U NONOKMA B KOPUAOPE PAAOM C TPYNom
opKa. Ha cTtyneHsax B 6awHe 6b710 TEMHO, HO BbIMAA HA MAOCKYIO KPbiWy, OHX MOFAW elle BUAETb OTCBET ropbl,
XOTA W CUAbHO NOTYCKHEBLUMIA. Ha naowaake Kpbliwn 6erneusl Bbibpanu cebe no WuTy, U ABUHYAUCH danbLue.

OHuM cnycTuAnck no 6oabLwoit nectHuue. OcTaBlIanca No3aam Kamepa B 6allHe Ka3anacb MM NOYTH YHOTHOM.
Tenepb CKPbITbCA BbINO Herae, a CTeHbl BOKPYT AblWaaM yXKacom. bbiTb MOMKET, B Kpenoct KMpuT YHron n He
6b110 60/bLUE HAUKOFO }KMBOTO, HO OHa cama 6bl1a — BON/IOLEHHOE 3/10.

JocTurHys gBepw, BeayLWwmin BO BHELHWIA ABOPUK, OHM OCTaHOBWU/IMCL. 34ECh YiKe OLLyLIanach 3106HasA Bos
6e3monsHbIx CTpakelt BopoT. Koraa 6erneupbl Npobupannc mexay TpynaMu OpKOB, TO KaxKAbli Wwar AaBancs UM
co Bce 6onblwmMm TpygomM. He goxoan 40 BOPOT MPULLIOCH OCTaHOBUTLCA. MPOABUHYTLCA Aa/iblie XOTb Ha AoMM
6bIN10 CBbILWE BCAKUX CUAI.

dpoao camwikom ocnaben ans nogobHoi 6opbbLI. OH cen.
— Al He mory 6onblie, Cam. MHe ouyeHb N1oXo. He 3Hato, YTO CO MHOW.

—3ato A 3Hal, Opoao. BerasaliTe. ITO BOPOTa, @ HAa HUX — 3/ble Yapbl. HO A »Ke BOLUes, 3HAUYUT, U BbIATK
MO3KHO. Xy3Ke, yem 6bin1o, He byaeT. Hy, ngemre!

Cam cHoBa f0oCTan 3Be3aHbIi ¢uran. CIOBHO BO34aBas YeCTb ero oTeare, CBETU/bHUK CBOMM BEJIMKOENNEM
BEHYa 1 BEPHYIO, 3aropesyto PyKy, COBEPLUMBLLYIO CTO/IbKO MNOABUIOB. APKNIM HEGECHbIV CBET PasInCA No ABOPY.
Bce BOKpYT CTa/i0 YETKMM U ACHBIM, KaK MPU CBETE 3aTAHYBLUENCA MOJTHUM,

— dnbepet! — BcKpmyan Cam, HEOKMAAHHO BCMOMHUB BCTPEYEHHbIX ele B X066uTaHMM 31b¢d0OB, OTOrHABLUNX
Toraa YepHbix BcagHuKoB. — dnbbepeT n JSlyumsHb! — BOCKAMKHYN 1 dpoao, war B8 war uaa 3a Caomom. Bons
CTtparkelt Mcyesna Ha 3TOT pas TakK BHE3aAMHO, CIOBHO /IOMHYAA CTPYHa, U Ppoao ¢ CIMOM YyTb HE NOBANUAUCH Ha
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3emto. MOTOM OHWM CTPeMrnas PUHYAUCH B BOPOTa MMMO OTPOMHbIX CUAALWMX M3BAAHUIA CO CBepKatoLMMM
rnasamu. Pasganca Tpeck. BepxHuit KameHb cBoAa 06PYLLIMACA MM MOYTU Ha NATKKU, U CTEHA PYXHYAa, paccbinascb
o06710MKamn. OHM Yya0OM YCKOMIb3HYAWU OT rmbenn. 3a3BoHMA KONOKOA M CTpaxkm paspasnincb NPOH3UTENbHbIM,
anobHbIM KPUKOM. BbICOKO BBEPXY M3 MpaKa MOC/blWanca OTBETHbIN KpuK. C YepHoro Heba, Kak MoiHUSA, ynana
KpblaaTaa TeHb, pa3pbiBan TyYn AeAeHALMM AyLLy BOMAEM.
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10. B CTPAHE MPAKA

BbiberkaB 13 kpenoctn, Cam CHOBa CNpATan CKASAHKY y cebs Ha rpyau.
— berom, Ppoao! — KpUKHyN oH. — HeT, He Tyaa, Tam 0bpbiB. Cioga, 3a mHoi!

OHu 6exkanu no gopore, cnyckaslueica oT BopoT. LLlaros yepes nNATbAECAT OHa KPYTO CBEPHYAA 33 OAMH U3
6acTMOHOB, 3aC/NIOHMB MX OT B3rNAg0B Kpenoctn. Ha Bpems oHW 6bian cnaceHbl. MPUCAOHMBLINCD K KAMEHHOWM
CTeHe, OHM NepeBoauAN AbiXaHWe, U BAPYr 06a CXBAaTU/IMCL 3a CepALe: Ha PasBa/iMHAX BOPOT, CIOBHO OFPOMHbIV
rpud, cMaen Hasryn v XKyTKo opas. YTecbl BOKPYr OT3bIBa/ICb 3XOM.

Berneubl B yXKace nocnewunn ganblie. Bckope Aopora CHOBa KpPyTO CBEPHY/Aa K BOCTOKY, M Ha OA4MH
YKaCHbI MUT CHOBa OTKPbIJachk KpenocTb. MeTHYBLWKCb B CTOPOHY, OHW yCMenu yBUAETb Ha CTEHAX OrPOMHYIO
YepHY TeHb, MOTOM CMpPbLITHYIM MEXAY YTECOB Ha TPOMWHKY, KPYyTO CrycKaswytoca K MopryabCcKon gopore.
OpKoB He 6bl1I0 BUAHO, HUKTO HE OTBEYan Ha KPWKWM Hasrysia, HO KOHEYHO, TUILUMHA He MOr/a NpoAepKaTbCs
[A0/r0 U MOroHN 6bIN0 HE MUHOBATD.

— TaK He roauTca, Cam, — 3agbixanacb ckasan ®poao. — byab Mbl HACTOALLMMU OPKaMK, HAM HYXKHO 6b110 Bbl
CMeLwnTb B KPenocTb, a He NPoYyb OT Hee. [epBblIi e BCTPEYHbIN ONo3HaeT Hac. HyXHO yXoAnuTb C 3TOW A40POru.

— Ho mbl He moxKem, — YyTb HE NnJia4a OTO3Ba/JICA Cam. — Y Hac Beab HeT KpPblNbEB.

BocTouHble cKaoHbI YepHbix fop 0bpbiBasvcb OTBECHBIMM YTECAMW B TEMHYIO JIOWMHY MeXAy XpebTamu.
Hepaneko OT c/AvAHMA [OpOr, NOCAe HOBOTO KPyTOro Ccnycka, MNyTb nperpaguna nponactb. Yepes Hee
nepeknHynacb KaMeHHasi apka MOCTa. 3a HUM A0pOora yXo4ua B CM/IOWHOM NabupUHT yTecoB M nponactei. U3
nocnefHux cun ®poso n Cam KMHYNCb K MOCTY, HO He ycnenu nepebexkaTb ero, Kak nosaau pasgaincb KpUKK U
wym. KpenocTb 6bina y:Ke Janeko, ee TyCK/IO CBETMBLIMECA OKHA YyTb BUAHEANCb. TamM CHOBA y4apua XpPUMbii
KOJIOKON W PacKaTMUACA OFNYLLIMTEIbHbIM TPEe3BOHOM. 3aTpybuan pora. [laneko 3a MOCTOM UM OTBETUAN KPUKK. B
TEMHOW NIOWMHE, OTpe3aHHbIe OT racHywmx orHeit OpoapyvHa, ®poao n Cam HMYEro He BUAENN BNepeau, HO yiKe
C/bILIAaNN TONOT XKenes3Hblx 6alMaKkoBs, a no gopore APo6HO WeNKaan NoAKOBbI.

— XuBo, Cam, npbiraem! — KpnKHYA Ppogo. OHKM BCKOUMAM Ha HU3KKIA NapaneT mocTa. K cyacTbio, 60bLIMX
nponacrei 34ecb He 6b110, HO TEMHOTa MeLLana onpeaennTb rybuHy.

— Bblna He 6blnal — KpukHyA Cam, — npouaiite, cygapn!

OH npbirHyn, dpogo TyT *Ke NpbIrHyA 3a HAM. Ewe BO Bpems MpPbIKKA OHW C/bIWAnn TOMOT BCALHMKOB MO
MOCTY 1 Berywmx 3a HUMM opKoB. Mpusemamewmncb, Cam esBa He pacxoxoTancA. Xo66uTbl Npbiraam B 6e3g0HHY0
NponacTb, NOJIHYIO OCTPbIX KAMHEN Ha AHe, HO NponeTeB He 6osblie AecATU GYyTOB Yroguan B TO, YEro HUKaK He
MOFNN  0XWUAaTb: B TYCTOM KOJIOUMIA KycTapHWK. Cam 60AnCs WeBESbHYTbCA WM CUAEN TWUXO, 3aAU3blBas
ncuapanaHHyo pyky.

Korga wym HaBepxy CMOJIK, OH OTBA*KM/CA Ha WenoT: — YecTHoe cnoso, Pposo, A 1 He 3HaA, 4To B Mopaope
YTO-HMOYAb pacTeT. Ho y¥K €civ YTO-TO U A0JIKHO PacTU, TO UMEHHO TaKas rafocTb. 9TO HE KOJIIOUYKM, @ KOMbs, OHM
NPOKON0AM HAaCKBO3b M NaaLL U KypTKy! *Kanko, uto a 6e3 Konbuyrn!

- Hoanyra TOX€e He CnacCaeT, — OTBETUN cD[I)O,LI,O, — W KOXaHaA DY6aLLIKa...

C 6onbwmnm TPyAOM OHU BbliApPaZINCb U3 KONHOYUX 3apocnel7|. Kontoukn n Beten 6blau Kpenknmu, Kak
NPOBOJIOKa, U LENKNMU, KaK KOITH. berneupl n3ogpanu nnawm, NnoKa OCBO6OAMJ’IMCb.

— Tenepb BHU3, Cam, — npowentan Ppoao. — CKopee BHU3, B 40/MHY, a TaM CBEPHEM Ha CeBep, KaK TONbKO
CMOXKEM.

Bo BHelwHem mMupe CHOBa Havasnca AeHb U AaNeKo 3a npegenamv Mopaopa Ha BOCTOKE BCXOAMNO COJHLE,
HO 34ecb 6bIJ1I0 NO-NpPeKHEMY TEMHO, KaK Houbto. [opa noracna. BocTouHbIl BeTep, AyBLWKIA C TEX NOP, KaK OHM
NOKUHYAU UTnAneH, yTux. MeaneHHo, Ha owynb, OHM CMYCKAZINCb Cpeay KamHel U KycTOB, B KPOMELLHOW Tbme,
BCE HMMKE M HUKe, MOKa YCTaNoCTb Ha 3acTaBuia MX OCTaHOBMTbCA. TOrga OHWM Cenn pAAoM, MPUCAOHMBLUMCH
CNUHOWM K 60/1bLLOM KameHHOM rnbibe. Cam BbITep NOT U cKasan: — Ecam 6bl cam LLarpat npMHec mHe CTakaH BoAbl,
A noxkan 6ol emy nany.

—He roBopun TakK, — OCTaHOBW/ €ro (Dpo,u,o, — OT 3TOI0 TOJIbKO XYyXe. — Y Hero 3aKpyXunnacb OT yCTazl0CTU
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ro/IoBa, OH JIer U HeKOTopoe Bpemsa MoAavan. MoTom ¢ TPYAOM NPUMNOAHANCA U C U3YyMAeHMeMm yBuaen, Yyto Cam
cnuT.

— MNpocHucb, Cam, — Nno3san oH, — BCTasal! Ham HyXHO caenaTth elle oAHO ycuaue.

Cam ¢ Tpyaom nogHanca.— Hy BoT,— npobopmoTan OH,— A, Kaxercs, 3agpeman. [aBHO yxe He cnan
No-HacToALEeMy, BOT /1333 U 3aKPbIBAOTCA Camu coboto.

Tenepb ®pogo wen Bnepeam, U NpodbmUpanch cpean KamMHen U BanyHOB, I'YCTO YCEMBABLUMX AHO AOJMUHbI,
NbITa/ICA He NOTePATb HanpaB/ieHne Ha ceBep. Ho BAPYr OH OCTaHOBU/ICS.

— 370 6ecnonesHo, Cam, — 3aAbILANBO NPOU3HEC OH. — fl He BblAep»Ky. ITa KoNbuyra MeHs AoKoHaeT. [Jae
mos, u3 mmdpurna, Kasanacb TAXKEN0N, Koraa A ycrasan. A ata ropasgo Taxenee. M Kakasa ot Hee nosb3a? C 6oem
Mbl K LIeNn He npopsemcs.

— C 6oem nnu 6e3 60s, — Bo3pasmn Cam, — HO €CTb eLLe KMHKabl U cydaiHble cTpenbl. M FTopaym ele Xus.
Henb3a, 4Tobbl MeXK4Y BamMKn U yA3aPOM M3 TEMHOTbI He Bbl10 HUYEro, KpoMe KOXKaHoM pybaluku.

— Mocnywai, Cam, munbii, — ckasan ®Ppoao, — A yctan n bosblle HU Ha YTO He Hagelcb. Ho a Bce paBHO
6yay natn Kk Fope, Noka mory aguratbcs. C MeHs XBaTUT ogHoro Kosibua. ITOT NWHWIA TPY3 MeHs LOKOHaerT. A
3Hato, yero Tebe CTOMN0 HalTU 19 MEHSA KOJIbYYTY U BCE OCTA/IbHOE, HO A He Mory 6onblue...

— lagHo, ®popao, He Hago. A 6bl NnoHec Bac... J/lagHo, 6pocKm 3Ty TAXKECTb.
®pogo cHAN NaaL, NOTOM KobYyry U oTépocun ee noganble. OH gpoKan.
— Xopouwo 6bl YTo-HMBYAb Tennoe... CTaHOBUTCA XONOAHO UAM MEHA 3HOOUT.

— Bosbmute moli nnaw, ®Ppoao, — npeanoxun Cam. OH pasBsazan CyMKy M AOCTan OTTyAa cepblii 31bGUIACKIUIA
nnaaw,.

®poao ogenca. — Bor ato nyywe! Tenepb 5 mory MatU. Ho 3TOT Mpak NMPOHWKaeT MHe B camoe cepaLue!
Koraa s nexkan B TemHuue, Cam, TO MbiTasca BCNOMHUTL BpeHanayvH, n Kponuusto Banky, n Bogy, 6eryuiyto Ha
mesibHUUe B UcTopbuHKe. Ho ceityac A ux He BMXKy!

— Hy BoT, ®poao, Tenepb 1 Bbl 3aroBOPUIM 0 BOAE, — IPYCTHO yablbHyAca Cam. — Ecam 6bl Fanagpuanb morna
Hac BuAeTb, A 6bl cKasan: «C Bawero no3Bo/eHMA, HAaM HYXHbl TOJbKO CBET W BOAA, OHWU Aydlle BCAKUX
AparoueHHocTten». Ho oo JlopveHa [aneko,— OH B3AOXHY/N M MaxHyaA PYKOM B CTOPOHY YepHbix op, 4bM
BEPLMHbI e4Ba YraAblBaauUCh Ha CTbIOK YepHoTe Hebec.

OHW CHOBA ABWHY/IUCL B NYTb, HO HE YCNEeAn NPONTU U HECKOJIbKMUX LWAroB, Kak ®poao octaHosuAacA. — Hag
Hamu YepHblii BcagHUK, — npolwenTan oH. — A ero 4yBcTByo. Jlyulle nepexaaThb.

MpuTamBwKCb 33 6ONbWIMM KaMHEM, OHM HACTOPOXKEHHO MNOCMaTpMBaAM Ha 3anag. Motom ®pogo
obneryeHHO B3JOXHYN: — YneTen!

OHM BCTanM 1 axHynu. [laneko Ha tore He6o cepeno, YepHble BepLIMHbI FOpHOro xpebTa Havann NpocTynaTtb
BCE ABCTBEHHee. Tam, No3aAM, pasropascA CBET, PacTeKasaCb K ceBepy. bblNo MOXOXKe, YTO rAe-To BbICOKO B
Hebecax Wno cpaxkeHune. Knybsawmeca Tyun Mopgopa OTCTynanu, UX Kpas J0XMaTUANCb U PBAAUCL, U BETEP U3
MBOTO MMpa FHan MX Hasag K mpayHoMy norosy. M3-no4 cKNafoK TeMHOro nosora 8 MopZop NPoHWK cnabbiit
CBET, C/I0BHO 6/1e4HO0e YTPO CKBO3b MblibHOE OKOLIKO TIOPbMbI.

— Cmotpute, ®pogo, — Bckpuyan Cam, — cmoTpute! Betep nepemennnca. Yto-to npoucxogut! He Bce naet
TaK, Kak emy xoudetcs! Ero mpak otctynaet. XoTen 6bl 3HaTb, B Yem TyT geno!

3710 6bIN0 YTPO NATHAALATOrO AHA MapTa. Hag gonnHon AHAyWMHA BCTABaNO COJHUE, Ay HOro-3anagHbli
BeTep. Ha NeneHHopcKoi gonnHe ymmnpan TeoaeH.

Moka ®poao M Cam cmoTpenu, CBeTaan Nosoca pacnpocTpaHuaach BAoab Bcex CympauHbix Fop, 1 Ha ee
boHe OHM yBUAEAWN YepHYIO TOUKY, BbICTPO NpubamKatouytoca ¢ 3anaga. OHa pocna, Kak MO/HUA BAeTena noj
MPayYHbI MOAOT TyY M NPOHECNAChb BbICOKO Y HUX Hag ronoBamu. B Hebe pa3ganca NpoH3UTENbHbIN KPUK Hasryna.
Ho 3TOT KpWK yxKe He BHyLIan y»Kaca: B Hem 6binn ckopbb 1 otyaaHue. MNpeasoantens Pabos Konbua BCTpeTUA
CBOtO cyabby.

— He roBopua au a! Tam 4TO-TO NPOUCXOANT, — BCTPEBOXKEHO NpobopmoTtan Cam. — «BolHa MAET XOpoLLOo», —
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rosopua Larpat, Ho MNopbar comHeBanca. M noxkanyi 6bin npas. Mo-moemy, Bce He Tak yXK naoxo, a, Ppoao?
MoKeT bbITb, HafleXK4a BCe-TaKM ecTb...

— Bpag, nn, Cam, — B3goxHyN Ppogo. — ITo 3a ropamu, Aaneko. K TOmy e Mbl MAEM Ha BOCTOK, a He Ha
3anaa. fl yctan, A TaKk yctan! U Konblo Bce Taxenee, Cam. Al Bce BPEMA BUXKY €r0 MbIC/IEHHO, OHO Kak OrpoMHoe
OTHEHHOE KoJieco.

OuBneHne Cama nponano. OH 06ecnoKoeHo B3r/sAHY/ Ha Apyra U B3sAn ero 3a pyky. — Cmenee, dpogo! -
CKasan oH. — fl BOT yrKe MOMY4YNI, YTO XOTeN: HEMHOTO CBETA. ITOro LO0BOJIbHO, YTOBbI MOMOYb HaM, BOT TOJIbKO He
6bin0 6bl 3TO onacHo! [laBaiiTe nNpoligem elie HEMHOro, a NOTOM YCTPOMM npuBaa. Ho ceiuac cbelbTe XOTb
YTO-HMBYAb, HY, XOTb KyCOYEK NieneLlKn, 3TO Bac NOAKPENMUT.

MofenvB NeneLky U CTapasch ee NoMeaJ/IeHHee eBaTb, OHW NOWW Jasblie. XoTA cBeTa 6bi10 He bonblue,
yem B cepble CYMEPKW, ero BCe e XBaTano, yTobbl BUAETb ryboKyo /OWMHY, NO KOTOpPoi oHM Bpenun. OHa
OTNOr0 MOAHMMANacb K CeBepy, MU ee AHO OblI0 PYCNOM BbICOXWEro MOTOKa. 3a HWUM BMAHenacb Tpona,
M3BMBABLUAACA BAO/b NOAHOXbA 3aMagHbIX yTecoB.

Ona xob66uToB Tpona 6blna onacHa, HO Bbibopa He 6bis1o. Hy»KHO 6blo cnewnTb, a Ppoao YyBCTBOBA, YTO
He cMmoXKeT Bosblle KapabKaTbCA MeXAy KameHHbIMW riblbamun no 6e340poXkbio. OH CcYMTan, YTO MMEHHO B
CEBEPHOM HamnpaB/ieHUM NpecsefoBaTeNn MeHbLe Bcero byayT UcKaTb Ux. Ha gopore K BOCTOKY Ha paBHWUHE MK
Ha nepeBasne, Ha 3anage — BOT rae ux byayT uckatb. TONbKO yiiaa ganeko Ha cesep oT Kpenoctu, oH paccunTbiBan
CBEPHYTb W MCKaTb TPOMYy HA BOCTOK, — K NOCAeAHEMY CTpALHOMY 3Tany nNyTu. UTaK, OHM Nepewwnn KameHHoe
PYyc/o, BbIWAN Ha TPOMY U HEKOTOPOE BPEMSA LU NO HER. YTecbl CHOBA HAaBMCAIM Y HUX Hag, FOI0BOW, NPUKPbIBaA
OT B3I CBEPXY, HO TPOMa AeN1a/la MHOXKECTBO NMOBOPOTOB U 33 KaXKAbIM MOT/1a NOAMKMAATb ONACHOCTb.

CBeta He npubasasnocb, notomy yto OpoapyuH NPOAO/KaA M3BEpraTb Tyyum AbiMa. YHOCUMMbIA BBepX
NPOTUBOMO/IOKHbLIMW BETPaMM, AblIM MOAHMMAJCA BCE Bblle, NMOKa He AOCTUran CrNoKOWHOro BO34yXa W He
pacTeKascs OrPOMHbIM LATPOM, LEHTPasbHasA ornopa KOTOpOro MogHWMManacb M3 TbMbl 3@ rOpu3oHTOM. OHU
6penn yxe 6oAblle Yaca, KOrga yCabllLanun 3ByK, 3aCTaBUBLUMI UX OCTAaHOBUTLCA. HEBEPOATHO, HO rAe-TO PAAOM
Xypyana Boga! M3 paccenuHbl cnesa Tekna CTPyMKa — MocieAHMe OCTaTKM KaKoro-To CNafoCTHOMO A0XKAA,
POKAEHHOrO 03apeHHbIMU CONHLEM MOPAMM, HO OBpeyeHHOro npoauTbca Hag YepHoi CTpaHol M Tenepb
6ecnsoAHO CTEKAOLWEro B MPUAOPOKHYIO Nblib. Boga counnach U3 cKanbl, nepecekana Tpony n 6bICTpo ncyesana
cpeay MepTBbIX KaMHEN.

CaM KMHyACA K Hell. — Ecan s yBuxKy Fanagpuanb CHOBA, A CKaxKy ei! — BcKpuuyan oH.— CBeT, a Tenepb u
BoAa! — TyT oH ocTaHoBMACA. — [laiiTe MHe nonuTb nepsomy, poao.

— Mei. Ho Beab 34echb xBaTUT 06ouM...

—[a a He o TOm, — BO3pasunn Cam. - A Ayman, eCin OHa A40BUTaA U elle l-ITO-HVI6y,CI,I:~ TaKoe, TO nyyuwe
nycTb 6y,a,y A, €C/11 Bbl NTOHMMAETE, NMPO YTO A TOJIKYIO.

— MNoHnmato. Bce-Takun Byab OCTOPOIKEH, €C/IM OHA OYEeHb XO104Has.

Bopa 6blna xonogHada, HO He neaaHas, U BKYC y Hee Obll HENPUATHbIA, U FTOPbKUIM U MACAAHUCTBIN
ofiHoBpemeHHo. Cam 0653aTeIbHO TaK U cKkasan b6bl, byap oH goma. Ho 3aech 3To 6bina npekpacHaa soaa. OHM
Hanuauce BAOBO/b, U Cam ewe HanoaHun GnAXKKy. Mocne storo Ppoao noyyscTBOBan cebs aydywe, U OHU
NPOL/IM €eLlle HEeCKONbKO /N, MOKa Aopora He ctana wwupe. Mo Kpaam nossunacb rpybas orpaga, 3HauuT,
Henoganeky bbina ewe ogHa KPenocTb.

— BoT 3aecb mMbl cBepHeM, Cam, — ckasan Ppogo, — CBEPHEM Ha BOCTOK, — OH B3J0XHY/, MA4A Ha MPayHbIi
rpebeHb No Ty CTOPOHY AONMHBI. — fl o4eHb ycTan. Hago nonckaTtb yKpbITHE.

Pyyelt 6bin Tenepb HUKe Tponbl. [epexodsa ero, OHW C YAMBAEHMEM YBUAENM MHOMKECTBO MajeHbKUX
NPYyAKOB, NUTaembIX OTKyAa-TO cBepXy. [0 BHewHemMy Kpato, BAOAb 3anadHbix rop Mopgop 6bin ymupatowei
CTPaHOM, HO OH elle He ymep. 34ecb NONaAannchb AaXKe KOe-Kakne pacTeHus, KeCcTKUe, UCKPUBAEHHbIE, TOPbKUe,
OTYanHHO 6opoBLIMECcA 3a XM3Hb. Ha CK/AOHAx MO Ty CTOPOHY AO/IMHbI LENAAAMCb 338 KaMHU HWU3KOPOC/ble,
MOXOXMe Ha KYCTapHWK OEepeBbs, Mexay KamHel npobuBanncb MyYKWM KECTKOW TpaBbl, MO KaMHAM CT/aancs
ECTKUIA MOX, M NOBCHOAY, r4e TONbKO MOXKHO, M3BMBAZINCb KOOUYME CnyTaHHble N03bl. OAHM 6blM BOOPYKEHDI
OJIMHHBIMW OCTPbLIMWU KONKOUYKAMK, Apyrue — 3a3ybpeHHbIMM LWMNaMKM, Pes3aBlUMMK KaK HOXW. Ha Hux Bucenu

_72-



BblLBETWME CMOPLWEHHbIE MPOLWAOrOAHME /INCTbA, W3bEAEHHble [YCeHMLAMM MOYKU  TOJSIbKO-TO/IbKO
pacKpbIBaNUCh. MKyXKanm 1 Kycanaucb Myxu, bypble, cepble M yepHble. Y HMX Bbl0 KpacHoe, Hanogobuve rnasa
NATHO Ha KPbINbAX, KaK Ha MAaLLax y OpKoB. Hag 3apocnsimmn KOOUYEK BUCEAN TYYM TONO0AHBIX KOMapOoB..

— OfexAabl OpKOB Masio, — Bopyas, oTMaxmeasacb Cam. — Jlydiue 6bl y MmeHs Bblna ux LWKypa.
HakoHeu, ®poao ocTaHOBUACA, TaK U He A0AA [0 CeAN0BUHbI XpebTa.

— MHe Hago OTOOXHYTb, Cam, — ene BbIrOBOPWUA OH, — U NMOCNaTb, €CIN CMOTY, — OH OornAaaenca, Ho HWUKaKoM
3BEPb HE NOCMen 6bl 3a6paTbCF| B 3TY YHbINyIO MECTHOCTb. YcTanble AoHenb3A, OHM 3anN0A3au Noa, KYCT KOJTIOYUX
103, CBUCaBLNX C BbICTyNa KaMHA, C10BHO UMHOBKa.

Hago 6bi10 noectb. Obeperan AparoueHHble AenewKkn Ha YepHbI AeHb, OHM CbeAU MOMIOBMHY OCTaBLUMXCA
bapamMmnpoBbIX NPUMNACOB: HECKO/IbKO CYLIEHHbIX MA0A0B M KyCOYeK BANEHHOrO MACa, U BbIMWAM HEMHOIO BOAbI.
Mo NyTW OHWU MUAKN M3 YepPHbIX NY}K B A0/IMHE, HO Celyac KaxKaa onaTb Myymna ux. B Bosgyxe Mopgopa crosana
KaKan-To ropeyb, OHa uccylwana pot. Camy Aaxke AymaTtb 0 BoAe 6bl10 CTPalHO, MOTOMY YTO BNepeau UX Xaana
elle y»kacHaa FopropaTckaa paBHMHa.

— Cnute Bbl, Ppoao, — ckazan oH. — TemHeeT onATb. KaxeTca, AeHb yiKe KoHYaeTcs.

®poao B3JOXHYN U YCHY/, efBa JOCAyLWaB ero cioBa. Cam ¢ Tpyaom 6oposca ¢ yctanocToio. OH B3sa ®Ppoao
3a PYKY M TUXO cMAeN TaK A0 ryboKoW TEMHOTbI, @ TOrAa, YTOObI HE YCHYTb, BbINO/I3 U3 YKPbITUS U OTNA4ENCs.

BOKpyr 4TO-TO TpeLLasno 1 LWenecTeno, Ho HU ro/IoCoB, HY Waros He 6bl1o cabiWHO. [aneko Ha 3anaae, Hag,
YepHbiMmn Fopamu, HoUHOe HebBO Kasanocb TYCKAbIM M 6aedHbim. MOTOM B paspbiBe Ty4 Had TEMHOWN FOpHOM
uenbto, Cam yBuaen mepuaroulyto 6enyio 3sesgy. Ee Kpacota NMpoH3WAa ero M B 3TON MPOKAATON CTpaHe OH
MOYYBCTBOBA KPEMHYLLYIO B cepaue Hagexay. M6o nogo6HO MOHMM CBEPKHYAA B HEM MbIC/Ib O TOM, YTO Mpak,
B KOHLLE KOHLLOB, He BEYeH, M YTO eCcTb B MMPE CBET M KPacoTa, 40 KOTOPbIX HUKAKOMY MpaKy He aobpaTtbesa. B aToT
mur cobcTBeHHan cyabba M gaxe cyabba Ppoao nepecranu ero TpeBouUTb. OH 3anon3 06paTHO B YKpPbITUE,
ynercs pagom co CBOMM APYrom U, 3abblB 0 HOUYHbIX CTPaxax, NOrpy3unaca B FyO6OKMIA COH.

OHM NPOCHY/IMCb BMeCTe, eprKacb 3a pyku. Cam yyBcTBOBan cebs 604pbiM M rOTOBLIM K HOBOMY AHIO, HO
®poao 6bin nevaneH. Cnan OH HECMOKOMHO, CHOM, NOJIHbIM OTHEHHbIX BUAEHWUI, U MPOBYKAEeHWe He pagoBaso
ero, Ho Bce e dPpogo yyBCcTBOBaN Cebs cUbHEE M MOT Aajibluie HecTn ceoe 6pemsa. OHM He 3HaNU, CKObKO
BpPEMeHM Npocnanu 1 rae cenyac cosHLe, HO NOAKPENUBLUUCH M BbINMMB BOAbI, NOAE3/MN BBEPX NO CKAOHY. Bckope
OH KOHYMCA KaMEHMUCTOMN OCbIMNblo. TyT NMociaedHue KuBble CO34aHWMA OTKa3anCb BOPOTbCA, BEPLUMHBI BOKPYT
6bInn 6ecnaogHBIMU U CYyXMMU, KaK Yepenuua.

Mocne pgonrmx 6Ay:KAAHWA U MOUCKOB, OHW OTLICKA/NM MyTb HAaBEPX M MOCAEAHIOK COTHIO GyTOB NOAI3/IN Ha
yeTBepeHbKax. Mpoigs no pacuwenmHe mex ABYX YepHbIX yTECOB, OHM OKa3a/MCb Ha CaMOM Kpato nociaegHemn
orpagbl Mopaopa. BHM3y, y nogHObA 06pbiBa GpyTOB B NOATOPACTA, WMPOKO PACKMHYNACh BHYTPEHHAA PaBHUHA,
TepsABLIAACA B CympadyHoM ganu. Betep Tenepb Ay € 3anaga v HeC Tyuu Ha BOCTOK. MNepes HMMU Bblia cympayHan
lopropatckas paBHWHa. Mo 3emne CTnanca AblM, CKananBaaca Bo BNaaMHax, Kypuaca U3 TPewmH B noyse.

Ewe panble, aMrax B COpoka, B3abimanca OpoapyvH — C NOAHOXKMEM, YTOHYBLUEM B Mene, C BEPLUMHOM,
OKyTaHHOM Ty4yamu. CTpallHas ropa Apemana, rpo3Han U onacHas, Kak cnawee yygosuule. MNosaan Hee knybunacb
3710BeLLas TeHb, U B 3TOM TeHM yKpbinca bapaa-Ayp, Bpocwuit B oTpor M3rapHbix op. TemHaa Cuna rnyboko
3aflymanacb, u ee OKo 06paTUNOCL BHYTPb, CO3epLUasn BUAEHUA, THETYLME COMHEHWEM U cTpaxom. Ei Buaenca
CBEPKAOWMIN MeY M CYpPOBbI LLAPCTBEHHbIA /IMK, BCE OCTa/lbHOE HA HEKOTOPOe BPEMS CTasio HEBAMKHbLIM.
TBepAablHA 3/1a CO BCEMU CBOMMM BALLHAMM M BOPOTAMM OKYTaNaCb YrPOMbIM CYMPaKoM.

®poao 1 Cam CMOTPENN Ha 3Ty MPOKAATYHO CTPAHY CO CMELUAHHbIM YyBCTBOM HEHABWUCTU UM BOCXMLLEHMA.
MeKay HUMK 1 apimawelics Fopoi NpocTUpanach BbIXKKEHHAA ronan MyCcTbiHA. BblNo COBEPLIEHHO HEMOHATHO,
KaK Bnagblika 3TOM CTpaHbl KOPMUT U OLEBAET CBOM BOMCKa M paboB. A BOMCKa Y Hero 6biaun. Ha cko/ibKo xBaTaso
rnas, no CKAOHaM W Aanblle K ry BUAHEAUCH farepsa, TO NanaToyHble, TO MOXOXME Ha MajieHbKMe KPemnocTu.
OAMH U3 camMbIX KPYMHbIX 6bln NPAMO MOA HMMM — OFPOMHbIA MYypPaBEMHWK C MPAMbIMU PAAAMMU XUMKUH W
OJIMHHbIX, HU3KUX, YHbLAbIX AOMOB. Jlarepb M ero OKPecTHOCTM KULIeanM HapoA4OM; LWUMPOKan Aopora oTXoAmaa Ha
HOro-BOCTOK, C/IMBAACH C A0POroi Ha Moprya, U No Heil CHOBAN0 MHOXECTBO KPOLLIEUYHbIX YepHbIX GUTYPOK.

— MHe 3TOT BUA, COBCEM He HpaBuTCA, — nposopyan Cam. — [loBo/bHO He3HaAeKHO, ecan He cYMTaThb, YTO
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Tam, rae Tak MHOro Hapoay, A0/XHa bbiTb U BOAA, HE TOBOPSA Y¥Ke 0 nuuie. M 3To Bce Ntoau, a He OPKK, eciv MeHs
rnasa He o6MaHbIBaIOT.

Hun OH, HN ®pPoAo HUYero He 3HanU 06 OBLLIMPHbLIX, BO3AeNbIBaEMbIX pabamu NOAAX Ha tlore cTpaHbl, — 3a
npegenamu apimos OpogpyuHa, He 3HaAM OHWM M O 6OAbLIMX AOPOrax, MAYWMX Ha BOCTOK W Ha ior, B
noAYMHeHHble cTpaHbl. Mo 3TMM Aoporam BOMHbI THaAWN AJ/IMHHbIE KapaBaHbl GYProHos ¢ npunacamu, 4obblyeit u
HOBbIMM pabamu. 3a4ecb B ceBepHbIX 06nacTax 6blAN PYAHUKM U Ky3HMULbI, 34eCb CKan/aMBajaMChb 3anacbl Ans
[aBHO 3aJlyMaHHOM BOWHbI, M 3aecb TemHblt Bnaapika, ABMras CBOM apmMuuM, KaK NeLKu no aocke, cobupan u
CTArMBAN MX ANA NPeACcToAWMX yaapos. Ero nepeble xoAbl, Nepsble Npobbl ero Moy bblav OTOUTLI Ha 3anaaHoM
rpaHuue, ceiiyac oH cobmpan HoBble CUJIbl, KOHLEHTPUPYS UX BOKPYT KpenocTu Kuput foprop Ana HoBoro yaapa.
Ecnm 6bl eMy Aarke NpuLLa Ha YM MbIC/b 3alMLLaTbh Fopy oT Koro 6bl To HM 6bIN10, eaBa M OH cMor Bbl caenaTtb
6onbLe.

- Hy, BOT, — NpoAoxKan Cam, — ecnun Y HUX TamM U eCTb 3anacbl, BpA4 /I OHU C HAMUN NOAENATCA. CI'IYCKa
340€eCb HET, HACKOZIbKO A BUKY. Ja n 3auem CI'IYCKaTbCFI? Bce PaBHO Ham He I'IEpEﬁTVI PaBHWHY, pa3Be 4YTO NO
ronoBam 3TUX TaTew.

— MNonbITaTbCA BCE-TAKN HYXHO, — oTBeTUN Dpoao. — ITOo He camoe XxyAllee. fl HAKOrAa He HadeAncs, yto
MHe yAacTCs nepeceyb PaBHUHY, He BUMKY HUKAKOM HadeXabl U ceiyac, Ho caenato Bce, Y4To cmory. FnaBHoe — He
AaTb bonblie 3axBaTUTL cebs. Mongem ganblie Ha cesep, NOCMOTPUM, HE CYXKaeTcsa I PaBHUHA rae-HUMbyab.

— Al goraablBaloCb, Ha YTO 3TO ByaeT noxoske, — 3ameTun Cam. — [4e OHa NoyXKe, Tam U floael U opkos byaeT
eue 6onbue. Bot yeugute!

— YBUiKY, ecnim gobepycb Tyaa, — otBeTua Opoao 1 oTBepHyCA.

MaTM no camomy rpebHio 6bl10 HEBO3MOXHO. MM MPMLLINOCL CAYCTUTLCA M UCKATb NyTb MO HWU3Y. Yepes
HEKOTOpOoe BpemsA B KOT/IOBMHE OTKPLIICA Narepb OPKOB: CTEHA M HECKOJbKO KaMeHHbIX capaes, a pAaom —
newepa. He 6b1710 3aMETHO HMKAKOroO ABUMKEHUA, HO X066MTbl NPO6MpPaNNCb OCTOPOIKHO, YKPbIBAACh B KO/OYEM
KyCTapHMKe, rycTo paspocliemcs 34ech no beperam cyxoro noToka.

OHM NpOLWM TaK eLle TPU UK YeTbipe NIUTU U Narepb YXe CKPbIACA M3 BMAA, HO He YCMeau OHU B3AOXHYTb
cBoboAHee, KaK yC/bllann rpoMKue peskue ronoca. berneubl 6bICTPO HbIPHYAN 33 BYpbIit PAaCKOPAYEHHbI KYCT U
nputanancb Tam. Fonoca nNpubAUSMAUCHE, U X066UTbI yBUAENU ABYX OpKoB. OAMH 6bln OAeT B KOpUYHEBblE
IOXMOTbA U BOOPYKEH JIYKOM; OH Bbl/l Mas POCTOM, TEMHOKOMK, C LUIMPOKUMMU, WYMHO AbIWALUMU HO3APAMM,
HaBepHOe, U3 NPOBOAHUKOB-Pa3BeaYMKOB. [lpyroit — OrpoOMHbIV BOMH, BpoZe TeX, Kakue bbian B oTpsge LWarpara.
Ha nnawe oH Hocun 3HaK KpacHoro OKa, 3a n/ie4aMu TOXKe UMEN /YK, B PYKe — KOPOTKOE KOMbe C LUMPOKUM
nessnem. Kak 06blYHO, OPKWM CCOpUANCL. Byayum pasHoMJemMeHHbIMM, OHM FOBOPUAM HA Bceobuiem A3biKe,
KaK4blli CO CBOMM aKLLEHTOM.

He poxopAa waros aoBaguatm 4o cnpATaBWnXCcA XO66VITOB, MEHbLUNA N3 OPKOB OCTaHOBUCA.

— App, — npopbl4an oH.— A nuay aomon. XBatuTb 064MpaTb HOC O KaMHU. HMKaKUX cnenoB He OCTafnoch.
loBopto Tebe, OHM yLWIAKN B XO/IMbI, @ HE B ZLOJIUHY.

— HuKaKom nonb3bl OT Bac, Ulieek, — ckasan 60/bluoi opK. — f bonblie NoBeplo CBOMM r1asam, Yem TBoemy
rPA3HOMY HOCY.

— Hy 1 MHOro Tbl UMK yBUAEN? — NpoBOPYan Nepsbiit. — Mapp! Tbl AaKe He 3Haelb, YTO UCKaTb!

— A KTO BMHOBAT? TONbKO He A. TaK MHe cKasanu ceepxy. CHayana cKasaau, YTo 3TO BEe/NUKUIA 31bd B
bnectawmx gocnexax, NoTOM — YTO KaKOW-TO MaJieHbKMA 4YesioBeyeK, NMOTOM CKaXKyT, YTo CTafo 6elleHHbIX
YPYKXau, a MOKET, BCe BMecTe.

— Appp! — HacmewnnBo ¢bIPKHYA cnedonbiT.— OHXM Tam NOTEPAAM FON0Bbl, BOT 4YTo! A KOe-KTo MoKeT
NOTEPATb M LUKYPY, ECAN BEPUT CYXaM: KPEMNOCTb Pa3rpoM/IeHa, COTHU Hawmx nepebuTbl, a NaeHHUK 6exkan. Ecam
TaK nayT Aenay Bac, BOMHOB, TO HE YAMBUTE/IbHO, YTO O BUTBAX MPMXOAAT AyPHbIE BECTU.

— KT0 cKasan «aypHble BeCTU»? — BO3MYTUJ/ICA BOUH.
— Appp! A KTO CKazan, uto HeT?

— Tsowu cnoBa — nognas M3ameHa, A Teba 3aaylly, ecav Tbl He 3aKpoeLlb NacTb, NOHAN?
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— JlagHo, nagHo. f He ckaxy 6osblUe HW CI0BA, HO AYMaTb-TO Tbl MHE He 3anpeTullb. Caywaii, a npu Yem TyT
3Ta YyepHan TBapb, 3TOT BONTYH C AJIMHHBIMM PYyKamm?

— MNovem 5 3Ha0? MoeT, 1 HU npu yem. OT HEro 0Ha MOPOKa, TONIbKO Pa3HIOXMBAET Be3ae, Ytob oH caox!
Korga oH KpyTusca 34ech, TO TO/IbKO Melliai BCeM, a KaK nponasn — cpasy noHagobuaca, 3} 1sbim 1 CPOUHO.

—f1 6bl C HUM pacnpasuica Nno ceBoemy, — nNpoBopYvaa pasBegyuK. — OH TONBKO 3anyTtan caegbl 1 uctontan
BCHO 3€éMJ1HO KPYrom, Koraa Hallesn Kob4yry. A npuLwen yxe nocne.

- Koanyra cnacna eMmy Xu3Hb, — 3aMeTU/1 BOUH. — fl ewe He 3HaN, YTO ero NwyT, 1 NyCTUN B HEro CTpeny C
NONyCOTHWM Waros, NpPpAmMoO B CMM1HY, HO OH y6e>Kan.

— lrapp! MpomaxHynca! — 06uAHO owepuaca maneHbkuid. — CHayana Tbl CTpenselb He Ty4a, NOTOM BeXxunllb
CIMWKOM MeaNeHHO, a NOTOM MocblNaelb 3a HUM. Hagoen Tbl MHe! — OH 3aKOBbINAA B CTOPOHY fareps.

— A Hy BEpPHUCb! — KPUKHYN BOWMH. — BepHUCB, MK A AoHecy Ha Tebs!
— Komy? TBoemy gparoueHHomy LLlarpaTy? OH 60nblue He HayabHUK.

— A coobuy TBOE MMSA M HOMep Hasryay! — npowwunen BOMH. — HayaNbHUKOM B KpenocTu ceiyac OguH U3
HUX.

ManeHbKMA OPK OCTAHOBU/ICA, B FOI0CE Y HEro NOCAbLIWA/CA CTPax U 3106a. — Y, NPOKAATLIN pasbonHuK! —
BCKpMYan oH. — Cam TO/IKOM HMYEro He ymeellb, W elle rpo3unwbeal Ybupalica K CBOMM TPA3HbIM KPUKYHaM, U
NyCTb OHM cAepyT Tebe MACO C KOCTe, eCAN TO/IbKO Bpary He pacnpasATCcA paHblue ¢ HUMK! C 04HUM-TO OHU YiKe
MOKOHYMAMK, KaK A cablwan. Hagetocs, 4to aTo npasaal

OrpomHbIii OPK MPbIFHYA K HEMY, 3aMaxHYBLUMCb KoMbeM. Ho pa3BeayuK, NpMnaB Ha KOAEHO, NYCTUA CTpeny
emy NPAMO B [N1a3, M BOWH C LUYMOM pyXHyA. CTPeNoK KMHycA 6exkaTb U BCKOpe ncyes.

HekoTopoe Bpems x066uTtbl cnaenm monya. Motom Cam weBenbHyACA. — Hy, 4TO XOpOLO, TO XOpOLlo, —
CKaszan oH. — Ecan 6bl Takme mmp aa ntob6osb bblan no Bcemy Mopgopy, noumTai, nongena caenaHo.

— Tuwe, Cam, — npowenTtan ®pogo.— TyT moryT 6bITb U Apyrve. Mbl €4Ba YCKOb3HYAN, BUOHO, 3@ HaMM
rOHATLCA ycepaHee, yem A ayman. [a, Cam, Takos ayx Mopaopa 1, Aymato, YTO OH TaKoB 34ecb Be3ge. F0BOpAT,
YTO OPKW BCeraa rpbisytca mexay coboi. Ho HageaTbCcA TONbKO Ha 3TO Heyero. Hac oHWM HeHaBMAAT ropasgo
cunbHee, Yem apyr apyra. Ecav 6bl 3T ABOE yBMAENM HAc, TO Cpa3y Nofaanam obl.

OHu nomonyann. Motom Cam npowentan: — Bbl cablwanu, 4TO OHU FOBOPUAM 0O «3TOM OOATYHEN»?
MomHuTe, A roBOPUA Bam, 4TO FOpayM KUB?

—[a, nomHilo. MHe KaxeTca, Ham nydywe He ABuratbCA OTCHoA4a, MOKa XOPOWEHbKO He CTeMHeeT.
PaccKkaxu-Ka, ¢ Yero Tbl B3AJ1, YTO I'opnyN\ *ne? TonbKo rosopm, nomanyHCTa, noTuuie.

— Monpobyto, — ckazan Cam, — HO Koraa A Aymato 06 3Toi BOHIOUKE, MHE TPYAHO He KpuyaTb.

X066uTbl Mpocuaen nof KOMYMM KycTOM, Moka 6nedHbiit ceeT Mopaopa MeaNeHHO TYCKHen W
npespaLLanca B TemMHyto 6e33Be34HyI0 Houb, U CIm paccKkasbiBai CBOEMY APYry Ha yXo BCE, YTO MOT YNOMKMWTb B
cnoBa: o npegatenbcTee Fopayma, 06 yxKacHow LLlenob, o cBOMX NPUKAOYEHUAX cpeamn opKoB. Koraa oH KoHuumn,
®poao ToNbKO MOAYA B3A €70 PYKY U KPEnKo noxan ee. oToM OH pacnpasu 3aTeKLmne Horu.

— KaxkeTtcsa, Tenepb MOMHO MATW Aaiblle, — CKa3an OH.— MHTepecHo, AaneKko v Mbl ybpeaem, noka Hac
NOMMaloT NO-HACTOALEMY, U BCE HALLM TPYAbl U MyYyeHUs NoMAYT NPaxom? — OH BCTasl. — YKe TeMHo. A yX Tebs
nonpowy, Cam, nobepern gaa meHs Nnogapok Managpuanv n gasnblue, a TO MHE U NOJIOXKUTbL TO ero HeKyaa, He B
pyKax ke gep:KaTb. A BOT Pasutesnb 5 gapto Tebe. Y MeHs ecTb OPKOBbIV Meu, HO OH BpAg, I MHe NoHaaobuTcs.

310 6bIN TPYAHbIA M ONacHbIA NyTb, BO Tbme M 6e3 Joporn, Ho Yac 3a Yacom oba xo0bbuTa meaneHHo,
CMOTbIKAACb, bpenn No KaMeHUCTOW JlowMHe K ceBepy. Korga Hag 3anagHbiMM BepliMHamMy 3abpeskun cepblit
CBET, Y)Ke Noc/ie Toro, Kak BO BCEM MUpPe HacTynui AeHb, OHM CHOBA HALL/IM YKPbITUE M MOCnaau no oyepesu. B
yacbl gexypcrea Cama Myumnia mbicab 0 ege. HakoHel, Korga u ©poao, NpoCcHYBLIKUCH, 3aroBOPW/ 0 TOM e, Cam
He Bblaep:kan: — [laneko Ham ewwe, Ppoao?

—loHATMA He umeto, Cam. A cmoTpen Kapty Mopaopa nepesn Bbixogom M3 Pasgona, Ho oHa 6bina
COCTaBNeHa ele A0 BO3BpaleHMa Bpara, Aa K TOMy Ke A ee NJ0X0 NomMHio. [ae-To Ha ceBepe ecTb MecTo, rae
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OTPOrM CMmbIKaloTcA. ITO NMPMMEPHO Anrax B ABaALaT OT MOCTa y KpenocTu. Ho Koraa mbl Tyaa nonagem, TO
6yaem ot Fopbl Aanblie, Yem ceiyac, Anrax B iectuaecaty, a gymato. OT mocTa Mbl NPOLLAN AU ABEHaAUATb.
Ecnu Tak noiget ganslue, K OpoapymHy mbl Aobepemca yepes Hedento. KonblLo cTaHOBUTCA Bee TAXKesee, 60tochb
y camoit Fopbl 5 Byay ene nonstu.

Cam B3m0XHYA. — Hegena... 9toro a 1 6oanca. He rosopa yX 0 BoAe, Ham NPUAETCA AN eCTb MeHbLUE, UK
ABuratbea boicTpee. Elle oAuH NPUBan — OCTaHYTCA TONbKO 3/1bOUINCKME NeneLLKu.

— Al noctapatocb nobbicTpee, Cam, — NPOHUKHOBEHHO cKkasan ®Ppoao. — Hy, BcTaBai, noligem.

Bblno eue He coBcem TemHo. OHM Nobpenun ganblue. Yacbl NPOXOANAM B YIPIOMOM CNoTbiKatoleicsa xoabbe
C HECKONIbKMMM KOPOTKMMM Nepeabliikamu. Koraa Ha Kpato mpayHoro HebocBoda NoABMAUCH NepBble MpadHble
NpW3HaKK pacceBeTa, OHW CHOBA 3abpanuchb B TEMHYIO BNaAnHYy NOJ BbICTYNOM yTeca.

CBeTneno, 1 CBETAEN0 He B NpUMep Npeablaywmnm gHAM 6bIcTpo. CUbHBIN 3anaHblil BETep BbICOKO BBEPXY
pasroHsan Mopaopckue Tyuun. Bckope Xo66UTbl y¥Ke MOrIM BUAETb MECTHOCTb Ha HECKO/IbKO INT BNepea,

JlowmHa BCe Bpema CcyKanacb, NoKa He NpeBpaTUaach B BbICTYMN BAO/b KPYTOro CKAoHa YepHbix Fop, HO K
BOCTOKY OHa obpblBanacb K [OpropaTCKOM paBHMHE BCe TaK e OTBecHo. Pyyeek nponagan snepeau cpeau
KaMeHHbIX YCTYMOB: 34eCb OT [M1aBHOMO XpebTa OTX0AM/ KAMEHHbIV rpebeHb, TAHYBLUMIACA Ha BOCTOK KaK cTeHa. OT
TYMaHHO-Ceporo cesepHoro xpebta MsrapHbix Fop TAHYACA eMy HaBCTpeyy APYrow, AJMHHbIA U 3y6yaTbiid
rpebeHb, a MeXAy MX KOHLAMM OCTaBasCs Y3KMIM NMPOMEXKYTOK — TecHMHa Kapax AHrpeHa, 3a KOTOpPOW Nekana
rnybokas gonvHa YayH. B aToit BnagmHe 3a MopaHHOHOM Haxo4WAUCH NOA3eMHble XOabl U r1yboKue apceHanbl,
ycTpoeHHble cayramm Mopgopa ans 060poHbl YepHbix BopoT, u 3gech Tenepb Mx Bnagpika nocnewHo cobupan
KPYMHble CUAbI A/1A OTPaXKEHUS BO3MOMKHOMO yAapa BOXKAelh 3anaga. Ha ropHbIx oTporax BbICUAWUCL Yrpromble
6alHM ¥ ropenun CUrHaabHble OrHW, @ TECHWHY NeperopakmMeas BbICOKUI 3eMIAHOM Basl C €AMHCTBEHHbBIM Y3KUM
NPOXO40M.

B HECKO/MIbKMX NUrax ceBepHee, Tam, rge OT rnaBHOro xpebTa oTxoamun 3anagHbli OTPOT, CTOAN CTAPUHHbIN
3aMOK [lypTaHr, HblHEe OZMH N3 MHOKECTBa KPENOCTEN OPKOM BOKPYT YAYHCKON AoAnHbI. OT HEro CnycKanach yxe
ACHO BMAMMAA A0pOra, Aajnblle OHa CBOPayMBasia K BOCTOKY M MO KapHWU3Y B CKAOHE CMyCKanacb Ha pPaBHUHY K
U3eHmoyTy.

Yem sacHee Buaenucb xobb6utam oKpecTHocTH, Tem BbicTpee yracana Hadexaa B uMx cepauax. Bce ycuaus
6bInn HanpacHbl. MpayHas M ObIMHAA pPaBHWHA Kasanacb 6e3KM3HEeHHOW, HO BCA OHA Haxoaunacb Nog
HeocnabHbiM HabaogeHnem KpenocTtei Kapax AHrpeHa.

— 3710 TYNUK, Cam, — npowenTan ®poao.— Tbl BUAWLWb, JOPOra K KPenocTM eauMHCTBeHHas. U oboliTn ee
HWKaK Henb3A.

— 3HauuT, nolaem no aopore, — Npocto orsetun Cam. — MonbiTaem cyacTbA, €CAU TOIbKO OHO BOAWUTCA B
Mopgaope. Bbl ke camu roBopuaun, cyaapb, BCe paBHO — CAaAMMCA M Mbl ceityac uam nobpoaum eLle HEMHOTO,
WA 1 BOBCe BepHemca obpaTHoO. Mprnacos-To Ham, BCe OAHO, He XBaTUT. 3HauuT, NpuaeTca ux 4obbiBaTh.

— Xopouwo, Cam, — ¢ Tpygom npomsHec ®Ppoao. — Ecam y Tebs elle octanacb Hagexaa, sBean mens. A 6onblue
He mory. byay nnectuch Bcneg 3a To60t0.

- I'Ipe>+<,u,e 4yem nNnectnucb, Ham HYXXHO NOeCTb N OTAOXHYTb, MOKa MOXHO.

Cam fan apyry ogHy 3/1bOUIACKYHO NIeNeLLKy M BOAbl, @ MOTOM MOAJ/0MXKMA eMy MO, roI0BY CBEPHYTbIM Mnaal,.
®poao TyT Ke ycHyn. Cam He cTan roBopuTb, YTO BoAa bOblaa nociegHen, OH NPOCTO CUAEN, NPUCAYLIMBAACH K
AbIXaHUIO cnswero. Y Hero nepexBaTbiBaso FOPJ0 OT KajlocTu — Tak ucxypan dpopo. Bo cHe HedasHo
NoABUBLUMECA MOPLLMHbI PAa3FrNaAnUANCh, INLLO CTasIo CNOKOMHbBIM U MY>KEeCTBEHHbIM.

— Bbl y npoctuTe, cyaapb, — npouwentan Cam, — HO MHe npuaertcs yiTu. bes Boabl Ham ¢ BaMu 34ech Aenatb
1 BOBCE Heyero.

C HeobblyaiiHOW paxe AN x066UTa OCTOPOKHOCTBIO MEPenos3asd OT KaMHA K KaMHI0, OH CnycTuAacs K
CYXOMY PYC/ly U HEKOTOpPOE BPeMs e/l Mo HeMY BBEPX, MOKA He JOCTUT KAMEHUCTbIX YCTYMNOB, r4e HEeKOrAa py4ei
cberan maneHbKMm Bogonazom. Tenepb Bce 6blI0 BbICOXWMM U 6€3MoNBHbIM, HO Cam He xoTen caasatbes. OH
npunan K 3emse, NPUCAYLWIANCS U C BOCTOPrOM Y/I0BUA Kypyalmii 3ByK. NMOSHABLIMCH eLlle Bbile, OH PasbiCKas
TOHKYIO CTPYVKY TEMHOI BOAbI: BbITEKAA MeXAY KaMHel, OHa Hamno/iHANa Heboblylo BNaguHKy, NepenBasch
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yepes Kpaﬁ M BCKOpe CHOBa nc4yesana cpeamn KaMeHWUCTOM oCbInu.

Cam nonpoboBan BoAy, OHa OKasanacb xopoleil. Toraa oH HanwacA BBOJIKO, HAMOJHMA QASKKY M Hayan
6b1710 06paTHbIN NyTb, HO TYT e 3amep. Mexay KamHein, Tam, rae 66110 UX yoerkulle, OH YI0BUA MeSIbKHYBLLYIO
YEepHYIO TeHb. 3TO ObIJI0 TO/IbKO KAaKOe-TO ABUMKEHWE, HO Y HEro yKe He Obls1o COMHEHUI. OH CAULLKOM XOpPOLLO
3Han 3Ty PoOKyto NOBaAKY.

— MHe noka ewe BeseT, — ﬂpOﬁOpMOTaﬂ Cam, HO He TaK, YyTO6bI OYEeHb. Masio Ham TbicaY OpPKOB, TaK TyT elle
WHbIPAET 3Ta APAHHAA TBaApb. A A-TO Hagencs, 4To ero NMPUCTYKHY N,

OcTaToK AHA OH npocuaen pagom c ¢p0,£|,0, He CMeA 3a4pemaTtb Aa*Xe Ha MUHYTY. Tonbko no4yyBCTBOBAB,
YTO rna3ay Hero copcem CamMnaroTcAa, OH OCTOPOKHO pa36y,a,w1 apyra.

— Fopnym onath 3aech, Ppoao, — ckasan oH. — A eciv He TOpayM, Tak 3HAUUT UX ABoe. A yXo4MA UCKaTb BoAy
W YBUAEN, KaK OH LUHbIPAET TyT. Ham Henb3A cnaTb BABOEM, HO Y MEHS Y3Ke r/1a3a He OTKPbIBaloTCA.

— Cnacnbo, Cam, — otBeTun dpoao, — NoXKMCb U cnu. Ho, no-moemy, yxK nydue Fopaym, Yem OpKU. Bo
BCAKOM C/ly4ae OH Hac He BblAACT, He BblAACT, MOKA ero He Nommator.

—Ho oH cam ymeeT ybuBaTb U rpabutb, — nposopyan Cam.— Hago 6biTb OCTOPOXKHbIM. DnsAKKa NonHa.
MeiTe, He Hago KaneTb, No gopore ewe Habepem. — C 3Tmmn cnosamm Cam yCHy.

Korga oH npocHynca, feHb yracan. dpogo cugen, NpuUcioHUBLLMCE CIMHOW K yTecy U cnan. ®asKKa bbina
nycTa. fopayma v ayxy He 6bis10.

B MopAopCcKMX cymepKax CTOPOXKeBble MOCTbl HAa Fopax Mbliaau APKMM KpPacHbIM naameHem. [aa xo66uTtos
Hayasacb camas onacHas 4acTb NyTM. OHWM AOCTUIIM UCTOYHMKA, @ MOTOM OCTOPOXKHO MPOBPaBLIMCE HaBepX,
nogoLwWnn K Aopore Tam, rge OHa CBOpPAyMBasa Ha BOCTOK K M3eHmoyTy. [lo Hero 6bii1o nur aaguatb. [opora
Oblna He WKMpPOKan, U Yem Aanblue, Tem raybye cTaHoBMACA 0bpbIB y ee Kpasa. XobbuTbl npucaylwanmcb, He
YCAbIWann HAYEro NoAo3pUTENbHOIO M HAaNPaBUANCL HA BOCTOK.

Mpoiaa nur gBeHaguaTb, OHUM OCTAaHOBMAWCL. Hesasonro Ao 3Toro mecta Aopora caenana Hebosblol
n3rnb, 1 NPONAEHHbIN MMM YYACTOK Y¥Ke CKPbIICA U3 BUAY. ITO OKA3asioCb POKOBbLIM. Moc/ie HECKOIbKUX MUHYT
OTAbIXa OHU ABWMHY/IMCb Aa/iblie, HO MOYTM TOTYAC YKe YC/bILAAN 3BYK, KOTOPbIV BCe Bpems 60ANUCH YC/bIwaTb:
TOMOT MHOXECTBA Waraowmx Hor. OH bbin ele L0BO/ILHO Aa/1eKO, HO 06epHYBLIMCL, OHM YBMAE/M 32 MOBOPOTOM
oT61eCK BbICTPO ABUratowmxca GaKenoB — CANWKOM BbICTPO, YTOObI ybeXkaTb OT HUX Bnepes, no Aopore.

— Al aToro n 6oanca, — ckasan Ppoao. — Mbl goBepuANCb yaade 1 oHa obmaHyna Hac. Mbl camu 3an1e3/u B
NIOBYLWKY, — OH OTYasHHO B3r/IAHY/N Ha OTBECHYIO CKany, 06TecaHHyl APEBHUMM CTPOUTENAMM OO BbICOTbl B
Tpnauatb ¢aTomoB, NOTOM nepebeskan AOPOry U 3arasHyA B YePHYIO NPONacTb. — ITO KOHel, — B3L0OXHY/ OH U,
OMNYCTUBLUNCb BO3/1€ CKA/IMCTOM CTEHbI, MOHWK r0/I0BOM.

—oxoxe Ha To, — oTto3Banca Cam. — Hy 4TO X, NOXXMBEM, YBUAUM, KaK roBapmsan Mo CTapuK, — C 3aTUMMn
C/1I0BaMu OH CeN Ha 3eM1i0 pAaOM C CDpop,o.

Hpatb npuwnock Heponro. OpkM wan BbicTpo. B nepegHux psagax Heciu ¢akenbl. CIM TOXKE HAKAOHUA
ro/IoBy, HaZeacb CKPbITb /ML, Koraa dakesibl MOPABHAKTCA C HUM, @ LUMTbI OH MOCTaBMA Mepes KONEeHSMM,
NPUKPbIBas HOTW.

«ToNbKO 6bl OHW CMELWWAN M OCTaBUAW ABYX YCTajblX BOMHOB B MOKoe, Aa U WA 6bl cebe ganbwer, —
noayman oH. Kakoe-To Bpems KasanoCb, YTO MM MOBE3eT M Ha 3TOT pas. [lepeaHue paabl NPOWAU MUMO,
CMOTbIKAACb, TAXKENO Ablla, He NOAHUMAA ro0B. ITO 6blIM HU3KOPOC/bIE NAeMeHa, NPOTUB BO/IM COTHaHHbIE B
BOMCKA BnafblKM: OHM XOTENM TONbKO OAHOrO0 — 3aKOHYMTb Mepexod, M He nonactb noA 6my. BAoAb KONOHHBI
rapuesasnu ABa OrpOMHbIX CBUPENbIX ypXa, LeKkaa bruyamm U KPUKOM NOAroHAA oTpA4. Pag 3a pagom npoxoavna
KO/MIOHHA, U 3/10Belume daKenbl yWAU yxKe ganeko sneped. Com 3aTamn gpixaHue. Y:ke 60/blue NOMOBMHbI
KO/IOHHbI Npowio. Ho TyT 0AWH M3 HaACMOTPLUMKOB 3aMeTUN ABe TeHU y Kpas goporn. OH WenkHyn 6uyom u
KPUKHYA UM: «3i1 Bbl, BCTaTb!». OHM HE OTBETUAK, U OH MPUKa3aa OTPAAY OCTaHOBMTHLCA.

— D¥ Bbl, TPYCbI, ctoaa! — B3BM3rHYA OH. — YTO, cnpATaTbcA pewnan? — OH WarHya K HAM U JaxKe B TeMHOTe
pasrnafen 3Haku y HUX Ha wuTax. — A-a, cberkaTtb 3agymanum? — npopblyan oH. — Bbl 3HaeTe NpuKas? Bce Jo/KHbI
6bI1Tb B YAyHe o Houu. Betatb B cTpoit!
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Xo661Tam HMYEero He oCTaBanOCh penatb. OHKM C TPYyAOM NMNOAHANNCbL HA HOTU U CCYTYNUBLUUCDL, XPOMaA, KaK
YTOM/IEHHbIE NEeXOTUHLLbl, 3aKOBbINIAZIN K KOHLUY KOJIOHHbI.

— He Typal — 3arpemen HaacmoTpLUK. — B yeTBepTbl psg, oT KoHua! M ocTtaBaliTecb Tam, a TO NoXKaneerte,
Koraa A 6yay aenatb o6xoa! — OH WENKHYN Yy HWUX Hag rofioBamu CBOMM A/MHHbIM B6UMYOM, MOTOM APYrUM
LLLEe/IKaHbEM U PE3KMM BO3I/1aCOM MYCTUA OTPAA PE3KUM LLIArom no gopore.

NaTn 6bino TpyaHo, gaxke 6eaHomy Camy, XOTS OH MPOCTO ycTas, HO ans ®Ppoao 3To HbI10 NbITKOW, @ NOTOM
KoWwMapom. OH CTUCHYA 3y6bl M NOMbITAaNCA ABUraTbCA coBeplueHHo 6e3aymHo. CMpag OT MOTHbIX OPKOB AyLWWA
€ro, a BCKOpe OH Haya/ 3a4bIXaTbCA U OT XKaxabl. EMy npuwnock cobpaTb BCIO CBOK BOJIO, YTODObLI AbIWaTb U He
[aBaTb HOram OCTAHOBMUTLCA. OH FHaN MbIC/Ib O TOM, K KAKOMY CTPALLHOMY KOHLY CTPEMMWTCA C TaKUM TPYAOM U
MyKoW. OTCTaTb 6b110 HEBO3MOXKHO. HaACMOTPLUMK TO U Ae/10 NOABE3KAN K HUM U U34EeBaA/CA.

— Hy, BoT Bam! — cmeancs oH, Xx1eCcTHyB X No Horam. — ['ae 6ud, Tam u nag, Tpycel. eputecb! Ceiyac a Bac
TO/MIbKO noabaapueato, a BOT NPUAEM B Jlarepb, TaM Bac BblAEPYT TaK, YTO LWKypa 3aTpewmT. Tak Bam M Hago!
Celtyac BolMHa U HUKOMY He yaacTca oTBepTeTbeal

OHM MpoWM elle HEeCKONbKO /IUF M AO0pOra CTafna y»Ke ChycKaTbCA OT/IOr0 K paBHWMHE, Korga Cuibl
OKOHYaTesnbHO ocTasuan ®pogo. OH 3awaTanca U cTan CnoTtbikatbcAa. CIM B OTYAAHMM MOMbITAACA MOMOYb U
noAaAep:Katb ero, Ho YyBCTBOBAs1, YTO M Cam eABa YCMeBaeT 3a OCTa/ibHbIMK. Tenepb OH 3Has, YTO KOHEL, MOXKeT
HaCTYNWUTb KaXKAyl0 MUHYTY: ero Apyr NoTepsaeT Co3HaHMEe M YNadeT, Bce OTKPOETCA, U BCE UX OTYasHHbIE YCUIUA
OKAKYTCA TWETHbIMU. «Hy, A XOTb MNOCYMTAIOCL C 3TUM CKOTOM-HaACMOTPLIMKOM!» — MogyMan OH, HallynbiBas
pyKOATb Meya.

Ho MMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT NPULLIO HEOXKMUAAHHOe cnaceHue. OHU BblIN y3Ke Ha PaBHUHE M NPUBANNKANUCH
K YayHcKomy npoxoZy. HemHoro Bnepeau, nepes BopoTamu, Aopora ¢ 3anaga c/MBanach ¢ APYrMmu, UAYLMMU C
tora v BOCTOKa. Mo Bcem 3TMM Joporam WM BoMcKa. TemMHbIl Bfagpbika CTArMBaA CBOM CUJIbl B €4MHbIN Kynak. Tak
C/IYYNNIOCb, YTO K PA3BU/IKE NOZOLLIM CPa3y HECKOIbKO OTPALO0B, U 3TO MPOU30LL/IO B TEMHOTE, Ky4a He f0CTaBasl
CBET KOCTPOB CO CTeH. ToTYac e Hayanacb cymaTtoxa v nepebpaHKa, M60o Kaxkablit oTpAL XoTen NepBbiM NPOWUTH B
BOPOTa W OTAOXHYTb HaKoHel,. HagCcMOTPLUMKM Kpudanu, cBuctenn 6uum, Ho cBasika BbICTpO yBe/nuMuMBanach,
Koe-rfe yXe 3acBepkanu meun. BpesaBluMiica B KONOHHY OTpAL TAMKENO BOOPYXKEHHbIX ypxoB U3 bapag-Aypa,
npespaTUA HOYHOE NPOMUCLLECTBME B NO/HbIN XaocC.

Kak He 6bin Cam ornyweH 60/bl0 M YCTaNoOCTbio, OH CyMes OLLeHUTb MOJIoXKeHMe U BPoCMACA Ha 3emlo,
yBfiekas 3a coboit Ppoao. OpKM CMOTbIKAANCL O HWUX M Maganu, pblua U pyraacb. Xo66uUTbl Ha YeTBepeHbKax
He3aMeTHO BbINO3/MN U3 CBAJIKW M CKPbIIMCb Ha APYroi CTopoHe Aopory. Tam 6bia BbICOKUIA Ban, NO KOTOPOMY
Haya/IbHUKM OTPALOB HAXOAMAMN ee B TEMHOTE W/IM TYMaHe, OH BO3BbIWAJICA Haj, PaBHWHOM Ha HECKONIbKO ¢yTOB.

HEKOTODOE BpeMA OHU NeXXain HU XKNBbl HU MepPTBbI. B TeMHOTe UCKaTb YKpbITHE 6bi10 69CI'IOI'I€3HO, HO Cam
NMOHWMMaAN, YTO HYXKHO OTONTK XOTA Bbl nodanblle OT 4OpPOrn n oT CBETA (I)aKEI'IOB.

— Jepkutech, Dpoao, — WenHYA OH, — NPOMO/3eM eLle HEMHOTO, a TOr4a OTAOXHEM.

MocnegHUM OTHYasAHHbIM ycuanem soan Opoao NPUNOAHANCA U NPOMNOA3 elle ApAoB ABaAuaTh. [OTOM OH
CKaTU/ICA B KaKylo-TO HEernyboKyio AMY, 1 NeXKan Tam, He LLeBeNACh.
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11. OTHEHHAA TOPA

CaM noAaioXunA nog ronoBy CBOEMy ApYry CYMKY, el pAAOM W HaKpblica 31bpUiACKMM naawom. Mbican ero
TYT e 06paTuaAnch K 6AarocnoBeHHOM CTpaHe, U OH OT AyWW NOHAAEA/CA, YTO YyAecHan TKaHb YKPOET UX B 3TOM
CTpallHOM MecTe.

OH CAblWan, Kak CTUXaloT KPUKK M LIYM MO Mepe TOro, Kak BoMCKa npoxoamnun Yyepes MseHmoyT. [lo cnx nop
B TO/IKOTHE pa3HOM/EMEHHbIX OTPAAO0B UX BErCTBO elle He 06HapPYKMIOCh.

OTnue rnotok Boapl, Cam Hanown chO,CI,O, d NOTOM faXKe yropapmusasa ero CbeCrtb UENYIO NENELLKY. YcTtanoctb
npeBo3morsa CTtpax, U OHUN YCHY/IN. Ho cnann Hegonro n HecnoKoiHo. bbino XO/I04HO, eCTKne KamMHU1 BNMmMBaincCb
B T€/10 N HUKAK HE y4aBa/sioCb YCTPOUTLCA noy,u,o6Hee.

Ha paccseTe Cam npocHyAcA, ornsgencsa u cpasy ysmuaen lopy.

— JIur NATbAECAT, He MeHblle, — MpaYHO NPOoBopPMOTan OH, He CBOAA a3 C ee rPO3HON BepLUMHbI. — ITO,
NPMMEpPHO, Ha HeAeNto MyTW, — OH FOPECTHO MOKavan ronoBoi. Hagexaa HUKoOr4a He OCTaB/iANa €ro OTBaXKHOe
cepaue, U A0 CUX NOP OH ymen Bo3BpawaTb ee. OQHAKO ceivac, Kak HU KPyTM, CTAaHOBM/IOCb ACHO: NPUMacos
XBaTUT, B AydlUem Cayvae, TONbKO Ha gopory Tyaa. Ecan aake yaactca BbINOAHUTL 3a4yMaHHOE, OHWM OCTaHyTCA
nocpeam y»acHol paBHUHbI, OANHOKKE, 6e3 MM 1 KpoBa. «Tak BOT KaKOB KOHEeL, y 3TOM CKasKu, — noayman
OH.— A nomory ®poao 4oNTH, a MOTOM YMPY C HUM BMecTe. YTOo K, eciM 3TO — MOoA A0pOora, Hago ee MPOoMnTU.
Y»KacHo xoTenocb 6bl ele pa3ok noBuaaTe Xob66MTaHMUIO MU MOEro CTapuKa, 4a M Bcex npodnx. CTon, — ocTaHOBUA
OH TPYCTHble MbICIW. — A BCe-Taku KaxeTcs, uto MHaanbd He nocnan 6bl Ppofo ¢ BoBce YK He3HafeKHbIM
penom. He Takoi ato 6bln1 BoAWEOHMK. X, Kabbl He NOrMbHYTb emy B 3TOM NpoKnATol Mopuu, raaguilb,
KaK-HUOYab U BbIKPYTUAUCL Bbl». BocnomuHaHue o MHAanbhe npuaano BepHomy xob6uTy HoBble cubl. Huuem
He npumeyatesnbHoe Anuo Cama CTano CTPOrMm, NOYTM CYPOBbIM, BONIS OKPENa, a no Teay npobexkana gpoKb,
C/IOBHO OH MpPEeBPaLLa/CA B KAKOe-TO CYLLECTBO M3 CTa/IM U KAMHA, KOTOPOE He OA0/eTb HU OTYAsHWIO, HU
YCTaNoCT, HU BECKOHEYHbIM 4OPOram.

C HOBbIM YyBCTBOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTM OH OTOPBanN B3rAA4 OT fopbl U ornsaencs, 064ymbiBas ciaeaytoLwmi
war. Korga ctano 4yTb cBeTnee, OH C PadoCTbio paccMoTpen 6ecKoHeuYHble TPELMHbI U PbITBUHbI Ha Ka3aBlueica
pOBHOW rNagplo mecTHocTM. M Bnpsamb, BcA lopropaTckasa paBHMHa 6blna ycesHa 60AbWMMM M MajbiMK
BOpPOHKamMMK. Camble KpyrnHble M3 HUX BblN OKPYXeHbl Bafamu WwebHsA, OT HUX BO BCe CTOPOHbI pasberanvcb
LWMPOKMe TpewmHbl. C TaKUMM YKPbITUAMM Aaxe CaMbiM 30PKMM [1a3am He npocto 6yaer ux obHapy»KuTb. BoT
TO/IbKO rof104, v yCTanocTb Aasanu cebs 3HaTb.

O6aymas Bce 370, Cam nosepHyaca K apyry. Ppoao nexkan HaB3HUYb C OTKPbLITBIMW rfa3amu, rnaas B
obnayHoe Hebo.

— 3HaeTe, cyaapb, — npeyBennyeHHo 604po0 ckasan Cam, — A TYT OCMOTPEJICA U CKaKy, YTO He TaK YK Bce
naoxo. Ha goporax HMKOro, Aa TONbKO Ayudlle 6bl ybpaTbca oTcioga nofobpy no3aoposy. CMmoskeTe Bbl MATU?

— Cmory, — paBHoayLIHO oTeeTua Ppoao, — AOXKEH.

CHOBa NOTAHYANCb My4YMTENbHbIE Yacbkl. [lepenonsan U3 BOPOHKM B BOPOHKY, MCMO/b3yA BCAKOE YKPbITHE,
OHW MeA/IeHHO NPOABUrannChb K X0/Mam Ha cesepe. [pu 3TOM BOCTOUHAA AOPOra Bce BPemMsa WAa PAaoM C HUMM,
NMOTOM Ha4yana OTAANATLCA U, HAKOHEL, YLLAa B YEPHYIO TeHb AaneKo Bnepean. Ha Heli He 6b110 BUAHO HU N0AEN,
HW OpKoB, N60 TeMHbI BnacTtenunH y:Ke 3akaHuMBan MepeaBuKKY CBOMX apMuii. [lake B COBCTBEHHOWN CTpaHe
CaypoH npeanoynTan NOKPOB HouM, 60ACH BETPOB BHELIHEro MMpa. B nocneaHee Bpems OHW BEAU C HUM C/I0BHO
CaMOCTOATE/IbHYI0 BOMHY, pa3pbiBas Mpak, rae 6bl OH He HauuMHan crywaTtbcA. Hago ckasaTb, 4TO caerka
TPEBOWU/IA €70 MbIC/Ib O ABYX OTBAXKHbIX BPArax, 40 CUX NOP He 0BHAPYKEHHbIX €r0 HECMETHbIMW NOYULLAMM.

Xo66uThl TPyAOM NpoABUHYNINCb HA HECKOJIbKO /I U OCTaHOBUUCH. CDpop,o coscem obeccunen. Cam
BUAEN, KaK OH TO Mea/sIeHHO KOBbIN1A, TO KWAaNACA Brnepes CnoTbiIKakloWwmMmcaA Wwarom.

— BepHemcsa Ha gopory, ®poao, noKa CBETN0, — NPeasoxna oH. — [loBepnmca cHoBa yaade! B npownbiii pas
OHa HaM eZBa He U3MEHWNA, HY TaK He 3meHuNa e! BbicTpo Npoligem ele HECKONLKO 1T, a Tam — NPUBan.

KoHeuyHo, oHUM puckoBanu. Ho ®poao 6bin CAUWKOM 3aHAT CBOMM BpemeHem U BHYTPeHHei 6opbboit,
4YTOObI NOCNOPUTL, U CAUWIKOM OT4YasAACA, YTobbl 6opoTbcAa. OHM B306pPaAMCh Ha HaCbiMb W MOLLM MO YKECTKON,
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6e3)KanoCTHO OTKPbITON Aopore, BeayLen npamo K YepHon Kpenoctu. Cyactbe 6b1/10 Ha MX CTOPOHE, M A0 KOHLA
OHS OHW He BCTPETMAM HMKOTO KMBOFO, @ HACTyNMBLUAA HOYb HAAEXKHO YKpblAa MX Mpakom. Bcsa cTpaHa
HaxMypwuaacb, CNOBHO nepepg, BeIMKOW Oypei: BOXAM 3anaga yxe MWHoBanu lNepekpecTok M B 3TOT MOMEHT
npefaBann OrHO MmepTBble ayra Mopryabckoi AonuHbl. OT4YasiHHOe MyTelwecTBMe MnpoaosxKanocb;, Kosabuo
NnpoABurasiocb Ha tor, a 3HaMeHa BoXKael — Ha cesep. Cunbl X06OUTOB Tas/M, KarKaas HOBas /vra AaBajnacb
TpyAHee, yeM npeaplaywan. JJHeM OKPecTHOCTM Obl/IM MYCTbIHHbI, 3aTO MO HOYAM OHWM YAaCTO CAbIWAIMU KPUKK U
TONOT MHOXecTBa Hor. Ho 3To 6blio He cTpawHo. [pyras, Kyga bonee Becomas yrposa CTaHOBWJAcb Bce
owytumee. CocpenoToyeHHas 37106Has cuia, BECCOHHOE KOBApPCTBO YyAOBMLLHbLIX 3aMbIC/IOB POXAANOCL BO
Mpake Bnepeau. M yem 6auMKe OHM MoaxoaAunu, TeM YepHee CTaHOBMAACb CTEHA 3TOr0 MpaKa, CAOBHO
OKOHYaTe/IbHasA HOYb Noc/egHEro KoOHLA MuUpa.

Beyep 3TOro AHA Kasanca Hauxyawum. MMeHHO B 3TOT 4Yac apmusa 3anaga noAolna K rpaHuLam »KMBbIX
CTpaH, a 6eaHble CNYTHMKM AOW/M A0 NOJHOTO U3HEMOXeHUA. YeTbipe AHA Ha3ad OHU YCKONb3HYN OT OPKOB;
3TN AHM BbIAU CNNOWHbIM Kowmapom. Ppoao He roBopua HK cnosa. OH Wwen, cropbuBLIUCE, YacTo CNOTbIKaNCA,
Kak byaTo He BMAen 3emnu nepef coboit. Cam AoragpiBanca, YTo CUbHEe BCero AOHMMaeT Apyra PacTylwuii rHeT
Konbua. OH ¢ 6ecnokoiicTBOM Habaogan, Kak YacTo NogHUMMaeTca ieBan pyka ®poao, C/I0BHO ANsA TOro, YTobbl
OTBECTW yAap WM 3aC/IOHMTb FNasa oT cTpalwHoro B3rnaga OKa, cunsieroca pasrnafaeThb Ux.

Ceituac, B ryctom BeyepHem cympake, Ppoao cnmaen, CBECMB roNoBy NOYTM A0 KOJIEH, YCTano YPOHUB PYKU
co cnabo nogeprvsatowmMmmca nanbuamm. Caom ¢ 60bl0 CMOTPEN Ha XpaHuTeNA, NoKa TbmMa He pasgenvna ux.
Heuero 6b1n10 cKa3aTb U Hedem 6bl10 NoA6OAPUTL Apyra, U NOCTENeHHO co3HaHue Cama 3amoNHUAWN MpadHble
MbIC/IM. YCTaNoCTb M MOCTOSAHHbINM CTPAX OTCTYNUAW. 3aTO C HOBOW CW/ION BEPHYANCb MbICAK O ede. Jlenewkn He
YTONANWN T0N1043, TONbKO NoAAepXUBanu cuibl. Ho 6bina y HUX 1 elle ogHa 0cO6EHHOCTb, KOTOPasA NPOABAANACH
Tem Apye, YeM MeHbLUE 0CTaBaa0Ch APYroi Nuwn. OHM YKPenaaam Boto, AaBaau CUAbl TepMeTb.

HY)KHO 6b110 NPUHUMATb HOBOE peLlleHune. ,Cl,opora, KOTOpPaA TaK Bblpy4ynsia X, Wna danblie Ha BOCTOK,
yXo4A B BEJ/IMKYIO TEHb. I'opa e B34biManacb Tenepb CnpaBa, NOYTHU NPAMO Ha HOre, U HyXHO 6b110 noBopayMBaTb
K Hein. OTHbIHE U A0 KOHUa — HUKakKnx A40opor, TO/ZIbKO rosiad, NoKpbITada AbIMALLKMMCA LWWNAaKOM PaBHUHa.

— Boap! 6b1, — npobopmoTan Cam. OH gaBHoO 3anpelan cebe NuTb. Mepecoxwmnii A3bIK pacnyx 1 Tenepb esBa
wesenunscs. Boapl octaBanocb He 60/blie NONOBUHbBI GAATM, — N 3TO HA HECKO/IbKO AHel nyTn. Cam NoHMman, 4to
OHW He HalayT 6onblue HM Kanau. HakoHel, ycTaB OT 3TUX TPEBOr, OH 3agpemasn. Bo cHe eMmy BUAEAUCH OrHMU,
MOXOXMe Ha ropsAliMe rnasa U CAbIWaAUCh CTPaHHbIe 3BYKU: He TO AafibHWe OTYasiHHbIe BOMAW, He TO BAMNKHMUe
onacHble WOoPOXM. HECKONBbKO pa3 OH BCKaKMBas, HO BOKPYT Bblna TO/IbKO HenpornsaHaa TemeHsb. Mog yTpo, Koraa
OH B 04YepeaHOM pa3 BCKOUYM/, TPEBOMKHO 03MPaACb, eMy NoYYyANANUCL Kakue-To 61edHble OrHU N00AaNb, MOXOXKMeE
Ha rnasa, Ho OHM BCKOPE MUFHYAWN U MOracau.

CTpawHana Houb yxoauaa mMeaNeHHO U HeoXOTHO. 3aecb, B6an3u Fopbl, Bo3ayx 6bl1 KaKoW-TO MyTHbIA. OT
YepHolt KpenocTu Hanonsanm obpbiBKM MpaKa, KoTopbli CaypoH TKan BoKpyr cebsa. ®Ppogo cnan. Cam gonro
CTOSIN HAZ HUM U pasaymbiBan. OH MOHUMAN, YTO JOJ/IKEH NPobyaUTb BOMO Apyra K HOBOMY ycuauio. HakoHeu,
HaKAOHMBLUNCb, OH Nornaamn dpoao no rosose.

— MpocHUTeCh, APYr MO, — LIENHYA OH emy Ha yxo. — Mopa natu.
®dpoao BCKoUMA, NpeXKae BCero nornaaen Ha tor, Ho yeuaen Fopy 1 CHUK.
— fl He mory, Cam, — NpoLuenTasn OH. — 3TO TaKaA TAXKECTb, TaKaA TAXKECTb...

Cam rny6oKo B340XxHYA. TO, YTO OH cCOBUPaNca cKasaTtb, rOBOPUTbL BbIIO HENb3s, HO APYrOro BbiIXOAa OH He
Buaen. MoHATHO 6bI10, Kak 6onesHeHHO BocnpumeT 3To Ppogo, HO ceiyac JoAr bbbl cUbHEE COCTPAAAHMA.

- ,ﬂ,aVITe A NOHeCy ero, — CKkasa/1 OH. — A MOry, NOKa Cunbl eCTb, Aa*Ke C PpagocCTbio...

lnasa ®pogo aAnko 6aecHynu. — Mpoub! He Tporah meHa! — 3akpuyan oH. — OHo moe, moe! Mpoub! — ero
pYKa NOTAHYNACb K pyKoATKe Meya. Ho TyT e ronoc nameHunca. — Het, HeT, Cam, — Kak-To 6e3HageKHO NPonsHec
OH, — nonmun! 310 Mmoe HBpems, A HUKOMY He mory ero aosepuTb. Mo3gHo, Cam, MuAbIA, Tbl Bosblle HUYEM He
MOKelLlb NOMOYb MHe. Al He mory oTAaTb Ero, a eciiv Tbl NONbITaelbCA OTHATb, COMAY C yMma.

Cam KMBHyA. — NOHMMAIO, — U NOC/IE HEKOTOPOro MOIYAHMA CAOBHO BCMomHWMA: — CaywaiTe, cyaapb, a He
BbIBPOCUTL /M Ham Koe-4yTo? — OH KMBHY/ B CTOPOHY [Opbl, — HE3a4eM TalUTb TyAa HEHYXKHbIE BELM.
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®poao Toxe nornagen Ha Mopy. — [a, — NporoBopua OH, — Ha 3TOM NYTM HAM HEMHOro noHagobutca. A B
KOHLLe — 1 BOBCE HUYero.

OH OoTCTerHyn u 6pocun cHayana WuT, NoToM waem. CHAN TAXKE/bI MOAC BMECTe C MeYOM B HOXHaXx,
YyepHbIi1 NAalL M30pBan B KAouba U pasbpocan no setpy. — Bot! bonble He 6yay opkom! — BcKpuyan oH. — U He
BO3bMY HMKAKOrO OPYKUSA, HU CBETNIONO, HX TEMHOTO. IMycTb OHKN BepyT MeHs, ecnmn xoTaT!

CaM TOXKe CHAN Aocnexu, MOTOM BbIHY/1 KOE-YTO M3 CBOEeW CyMKM. Kaxkablit npeameT 6bin emy Jopor, XoTa bbl
NMOTOMY, YTO OH HeC MX TaK [afieKo U ¢ Takum Tpyaom. OyeHb Kanib OblIO PaccTaBaTbCs C KaCTPHOASAMU U
CKOBOpPOZAKaMU. — MOMHUTE KPOAUKA, CyAapb? — CMPOCU OH. — A Hawy BcTpedy ¢ Papamupom?

— HeT, — nokayan ronosoit ®poao.— A, KOHEUYHO, 3Hato, YTO BCe 3TO OblN0, HO KAaK-TO He TaK. Y MeHs He
OCTa/IoCb HUYETO, HX BKyCa NULLM, HA NAaMATU O AEPEBbAX U TpaBe, HU BOCMOMUHAHWIA O iyHe 1 3Be3aax. OcTanocb
ToNbKO Ko/bLo. fl HAUMHao BUAETb €ro Aake HasABY, a BCE OCTa/bHOE racHer.

CaMm B3A/1 €ro PYKY, KPEMKo CKan v NPUAOKNA K rpyam.

—Torga, yem ckopee Mbl M36aBMMCA OT HEro, TEM CKOpee OTAOXHEM, — He HalAAa HMYero aydlle, cKasan
OH.— TO ecTb A XO4Yy CKasaTb... 3X, C/0Ba BCE PaBHO He MOMOrYT,— MaxHy/l OH PYKOW M Hadan cobupaTtb
packupgaHHble Bewn. EMy He XoTenocb OCTaBAATL BCE 3TO HA BUAY. — [aKe ecin 3Ta TBapb Halia KObYyry, —
paccyK4an oH, — TO YK MeY-TO eMy COBCEM HM K Yyemy. PyKu y Hero u 6e3 Toro He ciabble, gaxe Korga nycroie. U
Hesauyem emy TporaTb MOW KacTpi/iM! — C 3TMMM CIOBamMM OH CHEC BCe BELUM K OOHOW W3 3UAIOLWMX TPELMH U
cobpocun wux Typa. J1A3r ero AparoueHHbIX KacTplonb, NajaloWwmx BO MpPaK, MPO3ByYan gaa ero cepaua
NMOXOPOHHbIM 3BOHOM.

Tenepb y Cama ocTaBasacb TO/IbKO CYMKAa C OCTaTKaMu npunacos, ¢nsra, Aa ewe Pasutenb Ha nosce; a B
KapMaHe KypPTKM Ha rpyam — CBETOHOCHbIM puan n KopobouKa, KoTopyto Manaapuanb nogapuaa emy camomy.

M BOT, HakoHeL, OT [opbl UX OTAENSNA TO/IbKO A0POra, KOTOPYIO HaZo NPOnTU. NMyTHUKK He aymanun 6onblue
06 YKpbITUAX, O4HA MbICNb BAaZena UMK — AOUTU. B MIIMCTOM cympaKke TYCKNoro AHA He Obl10 HUKOro, KTo Obl
MOT 3aMeTUTb UX, Pa3Be YTO CTOJIKHYBLUMCb HOC K Hocy. Hekomy 6bin0 npegynpeantb CaypoHa, 4TO NpAMO K
cepauy ero CTpaHbl HEYKIOHHO NpobupatoTcs maneHbKuMe BOWHbI. TONIbKO Hasrysbl Moriv 6bl 3ameTuTb Mx. Ho
OHM bblAN ganeko. VX YepHble KpblabsA CEANM MPaK Ha NMyTW BOMCK 3anaga, Tyaa e Oblan obpaleHbl MbiCan
YepHoit KpenocTu.

B atoT aeHb Ppoao cnoBHO 06pen HoBble CUAbI, U 4eN0 34eCb 6bIN10 He TOMbKO B 0BAeryeHnn NoKNaxu.
MecTHOCTb 6blna CypoBas M TpyAHasA, HO OHWM YWAM Aaneko, u Fopa Bce npubankanacb. OgHaKO yKe K Beuyepy
®poao cHoBa cropbuaca u ctan cnoTbikaTbcA. CIM C TPEBOToW MOAyMas, YTO 3TO HaMNpPAXKEHWe CTOUI0 emy
CIMWKOM L,OPOro.

Ha nocnegHem npwusane ®pogo He cen, a NPOCTO ynaja, U TONbKO Yepe3 HEeKOTopoe Bpems C TPYyLoM
nporosopua: — A xouy NUTb, Cam, — U TyT e ymonak. Cam Jan emy rMoTOK BoAbl, BO p/ifAre 0CTaBasiCs eLe OauH.
Cam OH He MWUA HW Kanau, u Tenepb, KOraa HenpornsgHas TeHb Mopgopa CHOBa OKyTana MX, OH Mor AymaTb
TO/IbKO 0 Boge. Mepen ero MbICIEHHbIM B3r1A40M CTPYMAUCH U KYpUaan BCE pyYeiku, Korga-anmbo BUAEHHbIE MM
B *KM3HW. COMIHEYHbIN CBET ApO6UCA Ha UX MAJIEHbKUX BOMIHAX, U CBEPKAtOWMeE BANKM MyuMIm r1asa daxe nog
3aKpbITbIMM BeKamu. CaM OLLYLLAN YyAeCHbI NpoXnagHbli Ua nog 60CbiMW HOramM, Kak B AETCTBE, HA 3eNeHbIX
oTmensax Mpupeyba. OH NOMOTaN roIoBoM, YTobbl NPOrHaTb BUAEHWA. OHU celiyac TobKO meLlanu. Emy He gasan
YCHYTb NOABUBLUMIACA C HEKOTOPbIX MOP KAaKOM-TO FHYCHbIN BHYTPEHHWUI rosi0C.

— Y70 K, AeN0 UAeT Aydwe, Yem A 0Xudan, — ynpsamo rosopun Cam. — Hy, XxoTb Hayanocb nyywe. Monnytu
Mbl Y3Ke NPOLAK, elle OAMH TaKOW AeHb — W TOTOBO, — TYT OH 3aMHy/CA.

— He 6yab aypakom, Cam CKpombu, — 0TBETUN emy NPOTUBHBIN BHYTPEHHWUI ronoc. — OH He MosKeT 6osiblue
naTH Tak bbicTpo. CKOPO OH BOOGLLE HE CMOXKET MATU. Tbl M Cam LOr0 He NPOTAHeLWb, ecin byaewb Bce BPeEMA
OTAaBaTb CBOO BOAY.

— Henpasaa, — Bo3pasna Cam, — s cMoOry MATU U nonay.
— Kyaa?
—KTlope.
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— A yto notom, Cam CKpombu, uto notom? Hy, nobepeTtech Bbl Tyaa v 4To? Thl AyMaellb, OH cAenaeT To, YTo
Hafo?

Cam pacrtepanca. o cux nop oHuM ¢ Ppoao KaK-TO HE FrOBOPWMIM O TOM, YTO HYMKHO caenaTtb, nNpuas K
OpoapyunHy. Cam cAbllian KOraa-To — OH yXe He NOMHWA, rae U Koraa — 4to Kosbuo Hago 6pocutb B oroHb. Ho
KakK, B KakoM, 3auem, 1 caenaet v 31o Ppoao Tenepb? Ha 31 Bonpockl He 6b110 OTBETOB.

— [JonxHa 6bITb Kakan-To OrHeHHas nponactb, — 60pMOTaJ'I OH, C TPpyaoOmM BCNOMMHaA rae-to C/ablllaHHOE
Ha3BaHuMe.— Ho ecnn (Dpo,u,o M 3HAET, rae ee NCKaTb, TO A — HET.

— Hy, BOT BMAMWbL! — HemeaneHHO BCTpAn ronoc. — 3pA Bce 370. OH BeAb M cam TaK roBopua. TONbKO Thbl
OAVH M HajeelbCa ewe. Bbl yXKe AaBHO MOT/M 6bl OTAOXHYTb, Kabbl He Bawe ynpamcTso. [a 1 ceiiuyac He NoO3AHO.
Cpaittecb. Bam HMKOrAa He A0CTUYb BEPLUNHBI.

—Het, a ponay, — He cornawanca Cam, — gonay, NycTb OT MEHS, KpOomMe COOBCTBEHHbIX KOCTEM HUYEro He
ocTaHetcs. U dposo AoHecy, NoKa cepale He NONHET UK CNMHA He cnomaeTcA. TaKk YTo 3aTKHUCh, XBaTUT CMOpPOB.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH MOYYBCTBOBA/, YTO 3eMAA NOA HUM TPeneLleT, U ycablwan rnyboKUin oTaaneHHbl ryn,
C/IOBHO POKOT MoA3eMHOro rpoma. KpacHbii OTB/AECK MenbkHy/A Haa Tyd4am M norac. fopa Toxe cnana
HeCnoKoMHo.

Cam parke He MOr NpPeAacTaBUTb, KaKMM My4YuTeIbHBIM ByaeT nociegHuin aeHb Nyt K OpoapyuHy. Y Hero
60s1e/10 BCE, @ POT TaK Nepecox, YTo byab y HUX AaKe efa, OH He CMOT Bbl MPOrIOTUTb HX KYCOYKa.

MoxoxKe, cobupanacb rposa; AajeKo Ha Kro-BOCTOKE B YepHOM Hebe BChbIXMBanu mMonHuu. Ho 6onblue
BCEro AoHMman Apim oT [opbl. OH He gasan ApllwaTh, B BMCKax JIOMMAO, FOs0Ba Kpyuaacb, 3acTaBnss
CMOTbIKaTbCA U NafaTh. M BCe-Takm OHM LN,

fopa nognonsana sce 6nunKe: Tenepb OHa 3aC/IoHANQ nonHeba u B34biManacb Haja HUMU, OTPOMHaA U
CTpallHaA: BEPLWKMNHaA ee OCTPbIM KOHYCOM NOAHMMaNACb U3 TpyAdbl Nenna, Wiaka u 060XK¥KEHHbIX KamHel. K Houu
OHU yXe AoNnoa3/n A0 CaMOoro nogHoXbA.

3aabixadcs, devo ynan Ha 3eM/to. Cam Cpa3y cen Bo3ne Hero, C yameaeHnem olyulana, Kak yCrtasioCTtb
CMEHWUNAcb KaKoW-To CTpaHHOVI NErkocCTbio, ronoea NpoAcHMUAACh. Hukakune cnopbl 6onblle He cmyuwanun ero. OH
NPUHAAN peweHne U Tenepb TO/IbKO CMePTb 3aCTaBua 6bl ero OTCTYNUTDb. OcTanacb TONLKO OAHA MbICAb: 3aBTpa
OHU NN I'IO6€AHT nnn I'IOI'I/I6HYT. Ho Koraa OHO HacTaHeT, 3To 3aBTpa?

Houb TAHyNacb U TAHyAacb 6e3 KoHua. Cam cTan AymaTb, YTO ONATb NpULWAA TbMma, U pacceBeTa 6o/blie He
6yaeT. B3as ®poao 3a pyKy, OH NOYYBCTBOBAS, YTO XpaHUTens 6beT X0N04HbIN 03HO6.

— DX, 3pA Mbl BbIbpoCUAK oaesana, — noxkanen oH. O6HAB ®poao M NbITaACb COrPeTb ero cBonm Tenom, Cam
He3aMeTHO YycHyn. PaccBeT nocnegHero AHA MX CTPAHCTBUI Hawen XO066MTOB fieKalmmm, TeCHO NPUKaBLIKCD
ApYr K apyry. Betep nepemeHunca. Tenepb OH BCce CUIbHEE AyA C ceBepa.

— Mopa, — npuKasan cam cebe Cam. — Ewe oaHo ycuname! — oH ¢ Tpyaom BcTan. Ppoao Toxke bbino nogHANCA
CO CTOHOM, HO TYT K€ CHOBA ynaj Ha KoJieHW. [1oOTOM OH [0/1r0 CMOTPEN Ha TeMHble CKAOHbI OpoApyuHa W,
HaKoHeL, Nono/s3 Brepes Ha yetTBepeHbKax. Cepaue y Cama 06aMBanocb KPoBbLO NpY BUAE 3TOO 3pe/iniLLa, HO Ha
BOCMa/IEHHbIX I11a3ax He NOABUIOCL HU CNE3UHKM.

— fl roBOpWA, YTO NOHECY ero, NyCTb XOTb CMMHA CIOMaeTcsA, — NPobopmMoTan OH, — U noHecy!

— Mocnywairte, ®poao! — BOCKAUKHYA OH. — [yCTb MHe Henb3A HecTu Ero BMecTo Bac, Hy Tak NoHecy BmecTe
c Bamu. BcTagalite! 3anesbTe-ka MHe Ha nieun. TONbKO CKaXKuTe, Kyaa uatu?

®poao c Tpyaom 3abpanca emy Ha cnmHy. CIm KPenKko NPUXBaTUA €ro HOMM JIOKTAMU U TAMKENO MNOAHAANCA,
HO TYT }Ke C M3yMJeHMeM MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK ierka ero Howa. OH 605/1cA, YTO He CMOMKeT gaxke NOAHATb Teso
Apyra, U NPUroTOBWJICA OLLYTUTb THET npokasaToro Kosnbua. Ho HMYero atoro He 6bi10. To M M3-33 TOrO, YTO
dpoao TaK Mcxygan, To v notomy, yto Camy 6bina AapoBaHa HeKas HOBAs CUla — HO TOJIbKO OH noaHan Ppoao
TaK /Ierko, C/IOBHO HEC, Urpas, Ha 3aKopKax xobbuteHKa rae-HMbyab B nonsx Xo66utaHmum. OH rnyboKo nepesen
AYX U ABUHY/ICS BBEPX.

®poao monyan, u Camy HMYEro He OCTaBaNOCh, KaK MPOCTO NOAHMMATLCA M NogHMMATbCA. OH Kapabkancs
BCE Bbllle, CHa4Yana Bbibupan 6onee yaobHbIM NyTb, @ NOA KOHeL, yXe He pa3bupas goporn. ToNbKO Koraa Horu
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noanomMmmnncb, OH 0OCTaHOBMICA U OCTOPOXKHO OMYCTUN CBOENO Apyra Ha 3eM/to.

®poao oTKpbin rnasa. OHWU yxKe NOAHANMCL HaZ, OAbIMOM, KOTOPbIA Tak MyuMn uX BHM3Y. [blwaTb CTano
nerve.

— Cnacunbo, Cam, — xpunao npolenTasn oH. — [lafeko Ham ewle?

— MoHATUA He umeto, — oTBeTUN Cam. — Al He 3Hato, Kyaa Mbl UOEM, — OH 0BEPHY/ICA HAa3ag M NOPasUACA, Kak
JaneKko yBeno ero nocnegHee ycunume. CHu3y [opa Kasanacb Kyga Bbiwe, yem bbina B AencTButenbHocTU. Ee
06pbIBMCTbIE, CUIBHO M3PEe3aHHble CKAOHbI MOAHMMANIUCL HaA PaBHMHOM GYTOB HA TPUCTA, @ Hah HUMM,
NPYMEPHO Ha MOJIOBUHY 3TOM BbICOTbI, BOSHOCWUJICS Y3KWUIA LieHTPabHbIN KOHYC, Kak OrpoMHas AbiMmoBas Tpyba,
3aKaHYMBasACb M33yOpeHHbIMM Kpasmu KpaTtepa. Tenepb xo66utbl 6bliM MpUMMEPHO Ha nosoBuHe [opbl, U
FopropaTtckas paBHWHA /eXKana AaNeKo BHU3Y, OKyTaHHas AbIMOM WM TeHaMM. EaBa B3rnsHys BBepx, Cam ACHO
pasNMuMA cpean KameHHbix rblb 1 06pbiBoe Tpony. OHa KpyTo NogHMManach C 3anaga U neTasmm oxsaTbiBana
lopy. OHM NPOCTO He Nonaau Ha Hee, HO Tenepb, eCv MOAHATHCA elle YyTb-4yTb, BCEro AMWb OBOrHYTb 3TOT
BbICTYN, OHM ByayT Tam. Hagexaa Bo3spalanack. Ha Fopy Bce-Takn MOMKHO NOAHATLCA.

— OHa CN0BHO HAapO4HO TYT NoasuKaack, — npobopmoTtan Cam. — He byab ee — He BUAATb HAM BEPLUMHBI.

KoHeuHo, Tpony nponoxuam He ana Hux. Cam n He nogo3peBas, YTO cMOTpPUT Ha CaypoHOBY Jopory 13
Bapag-Oypa B OrHeHHyto Mewepy. OT cambix 3anagHbix BOpoT YepHoit KpenocTtu, yepes paBHUHY, MO MOCTY Yyepes
nponacTb, 4Yepes BCE pPacCe/IMHbl U Aanblie MO CKJAOHaM OHa MOAHMMANACb BbICOKO W yxoAuna B TeMHoe
oTBEpCTME, 0bpalleHHOe Ha BOCTOK, MPAMO MPOTMB OKHA B OKYTaHHOM Mpakom TeBepablHe CaypoHa, OTKyAa
cmoTpeno ero OKo. OrHeHHble Bypu B Heppax lopbl YacTo 3acbifanv WMAW pPaspylwann [OpPory, HO pyKamwu
HEeCYEeTHOro MHOXeCTBa OPKOB OHa BCeraa noagepKuBanacb B NopagKe.

Hopora 6blna, HO g0 Hee ewe npeactoano Aobpatbca. CamM MOHMMAN, YTO Hy»KeH oTAbIX. OH onycTuAacA
pagom ¢ ®poao, n HekoTopoe Bpema 0ba fiexkanm mondya. 3ameTHo ceetneno. Bapyr Caoma oxeaTuio HeBeAOMOe
[0TO/Ie YYBCTBO, HACTOMUMBbLINA 308 C/IOBHO OK/IMKHYA ero: «CKopee, ckopee, He To 6yaeT no3gHo!» OH npeso3mor
cebs n BcTan. Ppoao Kak byaTo TOXKe YCAbillan 308 U C TPYAOM NOAHANCA Ha KONEHMW.

— A nononsy, Cam, — NPOU3HEC OH, 3a4bIXAACD.

®yT 33 dyTOM, KaK ManeHbKue cepble BYKaLKK, OHW LOCTUIAW Tponbl. TO, YTO CHU3Y Ka3anocb TPOMOW, Ha
Aene 66110 WNPOKOM, BbIMOLLEHHOM NAOTHO yTpaMboBaHHbIM WebHem 1 nensiom goporoi. Ppoao Bbibpancs Ha
Hee, a NOTOM, C/IOBHO MOAYMHSAACHL KaKOMY-TO MPUKA3y, MeaJ/IeHHO 06paTMUACA IMLLOM Ha BOCTOK. BAanu naoTHOM
3aBeCcOol BUCEN MPaK, HO B 3TOT MUT NOPbIB BETPA M3 BHELIHEro MUpa pasgBuHyA Tyun, u dposo yenaen YepHolie —
yepHee MOPAOPCKOM HOYM — OCTpbIe WMWK U KeNe3Hbl BeHel, camoi BepxHel n3 baweH bapaa-Aypa. Tonbko
Ha MrHOBEHMe MOKa3anacb OHa, @ MOTOM, C/IOBHO M3 KaKOro-TO OKHa B HEM3MEPUMO BbILIMHE, YAApWAa Ha cesep
KpacHas MosiHus — 61eck BceBuaawero OKa. Tyyn CHOBA COMKHY/IMCb, U CTpallHOe BuaeHMe ucyesno. OKo
CMOTpEeNo Ha ceBep, TyAa, FAe CTOA/M, BbIKWAAA, BOXAM 3anaga. Tyaa obpatunacb Bca 371063 TemHoro
BnactennHa, Tam Cuna HamepeBanacb HaHeCTU NocneaHui yaap. YKacHbli B3rnag, 3actasun ®poao pyxHyTb Ha
Aopory. Pyka ero cama noTaHyNachb K LenoyKe Ha Lwee.

Cam onycTuaca nepes HAM Ha KoneHu. OH ycablwan cnabblit, oyt 6e33ByYHbIl WenoT: — Momorn, Cam!
Momorun! lep*un moto pyKy! A He mory ocTaHOBUTb ee.

CaMm B35I11 €70 PYKM, COMKMA UX NAS0Hb K Naf0HN M NOLEN0BaJ, NOTOM JIaCKOBO CXaJjl Mexay cBoMmMu. Emy B
roNoBy BAPYr NpuULLIa Mbicab: «Ecan OH Hac 3amMeTu, — BCe KOHYEHO!»

OH cHoBa noaHan ®Ppoao Ha CNWHy, CTapasacb NpPUKaTb €ro PyKu K cBoel rpyan. NMoTom HarHya ronaosy u
Hayan NoAHMMATbLCA No Aopore. ITO 6bIIO He TaK YK JIerKo, MOTOMY YTO Koe-T4e Ha Hel 3MAAM LMPOKUe
TpelwmHbl. 3aapixascb Nog cBoen Howei, Cam Kak pa3 cobpanca MMHOBaTb MOBOPOT, KOrZ4a ero rnaasa y/ioBuAu
KaKoe-TO ABUKEHNE BBEPXY.

B TOT XXe MUr 4YTO-TO TAKeNoe 06PYLMUNOCH HA HEro, U OH ynan HUYKOM, 0604paB TbibHble CTOPOHbI PYK.
TONbKO YCAbIWaB HEHABUCTHbIM rOA0C, OH MOHAS, YTO NPOU3OLLIO.

— 337101 Xx0333AKH! 333710, OH JIXKXKET Ham, /xK¥KeT Cmearopay, ropaym, ropaym! Henb3a Tak! Henb3s
ob6mxkaTb Cccokposuuie! OTaan ero Ccmearopny, otgai Ham! Mycctb oH oTaaccT!

OaHvm pBuxkeHnem Cam BCKOYMA W BbIXBATWUA MeY, HO CAeflaTb HUYero He MOr. rODHYM n cDIC)O,EI,O TECHO
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cuenuauncb. Ffopaym psan naaw, Ha rpyan y ®pono, cunacb 3aBnagetb uenoykor u Koabuom. HasepHoe 3To
€4MHCTBEHHOE MOI/1I0 Pas3byauTb racHyLyo Bosto M oTBary Ppoao: HanageHue, NonbiTKa CUAOW OTHATb Y HEro
Konbuo. Hu Cam, HM Tem Bonee Mopnaym He Kaanu oT HEFrO TaKoro APOCTHOro conpoTtueaeHuna. la n fopaym 6bin
y)Ke He TOT. Kakumu Bbl y»KacHbIMM NYTAMW OOMHOYECTBA, rOJ04a W aXKAbl OH He LWes, TOHUMbIA anyHbIM
KenaHnem n HecnowafHbIM CTPAXoOM, — MYTU 3T OCTaBMIM Ha HeM TAXKWI cned. OH mpeBpaTU/CcA B TOLLEE,
BbICOXLUEE CYLLECTBO, MOYTU CKENET, Tyro OB6TAHYTbIM NOTEMHEBLUEN KOXeN. [Inkoe nnamsa elue nblano y Hero B
rnasax, Ho NPeXHAA Lenkasa u 3106HaA cuna nsameHuna emy. ®poao OTWBbIPHY/ Er0 U BbINPSMWUACA, BECb APOXKA.

— Mpoub, Npoyb! — Npon3Hec OH, TAXKeNOo Ablwa, owynbiBas KonbLo CKBO3b KOXKaHylo pybalwky.— Mpoub,
no/si3y4yas TBapb, yinam ¢ moero nytu! TBoe BPeMA KOHUMNOCH. Tbl y¥Ke He MOKellb HU NpeaaTb, HU yOUTb MeHs.

W TyT BAPYF, KaK paHblue B npearopbax M3rapHbix Fop, Cam yBuaen o6omx conepHUKOB APYrum 3peHmem. Bo
npaxe Nexano HeyTo, eABa M Bonbliee, YeM TEHb KMBOFO CyLLECTBA, HeYTO nobexkaeHHoe, pa3butoe, HO ele
MCMNOJIHEHHOE aNYHOCTM M HBeLleHCTBa; a Haf HUM BbICMAACh CYPOBas, HeZoCTynHaA 6onblie ana Kanoctn durypa,
obnayeHHaa B 6eno0e, C OrPOMHbIM OTHEHHbIM KOJIbLLOM Ha rpyam. M U3 3TOro orHs 3syyan BAACTHbIN rofoc: —
Yxoam n He cmyuwaint meHa 6onbwe! Ecnn Tbl ewle pa3 KOCHeWbCA MeHA, To byaewb c6poweH B OrHeHHyto
nponactb!

PacnpocTtepTtoe cyLLecTBO CbeXKUI0Ch, B €ro NblAatoLmMX rnasax 6bin y»ac, HO 6b1710 1 HEeYyTO/IMMOE XKeNnaHne.

TyT BuAeHue ncyesno, n Cam ysuaen obbiyHoro Ppoao, CToABLIEro, 3a4bIXadaCb, C NPUNKATOM K rpyamn pyKoMn,
ay ero Hor — Fopayma, NpMNaBLIEro Ha KoJIeHM.

— beperutecb! — Bckpmyan Cam.— OH npbirHet! — MogHAB meY, OH warHyn snepeg. — Ckopee, ®pogo! —
KPUKHYA OH. — Bnepea! A 3apepiky ero. He Tepaiite sBpemenHun! Ugute!

®poao B3rNAHYN Ha HEero CI0BHO ulganeka. — [la, A AOMKEH NATU, — MPOU3HEC OH OTUYYKAEHHbIM FOJ10COM. —
Mpowai, Cam. 310 — KoHel,. MycTb Ha Mopy YrKaca naget yxac. Mpowait! — oH noBepHyacA U Nolen no Aopore,
MeZJIEHHO, HO He crnbasce.

— Hy, BoT! — ckaszan Cam. — HakoHewU-To A Mory nocumtaTbcA ¢ To60I 3a BCe, — OH WarHya Brnepea, CKuUmas B
pyke meud. Ho Fopaym He npbirHya. OH aaxke He cmoTpen Ha Cama. OH cmoTpen Beaeg yxogauemy ®pogo. MoTtom,
6yATO npocbinanacb, MmeANeHHO NoBepHyAn ronosy K Camy. TyT TOAbKO A0 Hero gowsno. MrHoBeHHO 3106a u
aNYyHOCTb B €ro B3rnA4e CMeHUANCb cTpaxom. OH pyxHyn Camy B HOTWM U 3ackyaun: — He y6usalt Hacc! He genait
Ham 60/1bHO occTpol cTanbio! Mbl XOTUM XWUTb, 43, Aal HAM NOXKWTb ele HemHoro! Mponano! Mol nponanun! Bes
CokpoBMwa Mbl yMmpeM, Aa, Mbl obpatumca B npax!— oH ckpeb Wwnak Ha gopore AAMHHBIMK KOCT/IABbIMM
nasbuamu. — B npaxx, — npowwnnen oH ewe pas.

Pyka y Cama gporHyna. B gywe ero KaokoTan rHes. bblio 6bl TONbKO cnpaBeasnBo youTb 3TO 3/7106HOE,
KOBapHOE CYLLEeCTBO, 3TO Ka3a/i0Cb ANHCTBEHHO BEPHbIM NMOCTYNKOM. HO OH yKe He mor yaapuTtb. To, 4To fieXKano
nepes HUM B NblW, pa3gaBaeHHOe, NOTepaBLUEe BCe, BbI3blBA/O NMWb cocTpagaHue. OH cam, XOTb U HeAoNro,
6bin obnapatenem Konbla, M Tenepb AoraabiBasca O MyKax WMCCOXWEroca Tena M yepHon aywmn Fopnyma,
nopabouieHHoro KonbLom, HecnocobHoro 60/blie HalNTU MOKOM B }KU3HM.

Bpag nm Cam cmor 6bl BbIpasuTb CBOWM YyBCTBA, OH TOMIbKO MOHYA B cepauax. — Ox, 6yab Tbl NPOKAAT,
BOHIOYan TBapb! — cKasan oH.— Y6upalica! Mpoub oTciopa! A Tebe He AOBepAlD, Tak YTO yXoAM, a He TO A
obAsaTenbHo caenato Tebe 60NbHO BOT 3TOM OCTPOM CTanbio!

Ffopaym NogHANCA Ha YeTBEPEHbKW, NONATUCA, NOBEPHY/CA U, He ycnen Cam JaTb emy NMUHKa HanocneaokK,
yCKaKan no gopore BHM3. Cam He cTan 6osblie aymaTtb o Hem. OH BApYr BCromHua o ®pogo. Bnepegn ero He
6bin0 BUAHO. Torga uso Bcex cna Cam 3akoBbinAa BBepx. Ecan 6bl OH cmoTpen Hasag, To mor 6bl yBUAETb, YTO
Fopaym noBepHyn 0bpaTHO U, C 6e3yMHbIM BN1eCKOM B r1a3ax, KPaLeTCs 33 HUM CNesom.

[Jopora wna Bce BBepx. Bckope 3a oyepesHbIM NMOBOPOTOM, OTKPLIICA MPAMOMN, Kak CTpena, OTPe3OoK ee,
YyNUpaBLIMACA B TeMHOe OTBepCTMe B CKAOHe [opbl. 3To 6bin Bxoa B OrHeHHyto [Mewepy. MNoaHumanoco
TYCK/I0-KpacHOe COo/HLE, HO BOKpYr Fopbl Bce 6b1n10 mepTBo. Mopaop 3amep, 0XKnaas poKoBOro yaapa.

Cam nogouen K 3uAloLLEMY YCTbIO W 3araaHyA BHYTPb. Tam 6bl10 TEMHO, KapKo, M BO34yX COTpsAcanca oT
KaKoro-To r1yxoro pokoTa.

— ®pogo, Ppoao! —nossan Cam. OTBETA He 6bINO. HEKOTOPOE BPEMSA OH CTOAJ, U CEPALE Y HETO KONOTUIOCh
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oT 6e3yMHOro cTpaxa, NOTOM KMHY/ICA BHYTPb. 33 HUM BECLIYMHO, KaK TeHb, MPOCKOAb3HYA Fopaym.

CHavyana Cam HuM4ero He ysuaen. Toraa OH TOPOMAMBO M3BAEK 3Be3AHblA ¢duan, HO U OH bbil BreseH u
XONOAEH, M HUYYTb HEe OCBETW/I AYLWHOro Mpaka. 34echb, B camom cepaue snageHuit CaypoHa, Y UCTOKOB ero
ApeBHeN MoLLM, BCe APYr1e CUbl MOAYNHANUCE eMy. CIM HeyBepeHHO cAenan B TEeMHOTE HECKO/bKO LLAros, U TyT
BAPYr Biepean BCMbIXHY/10 KPacHOe naamsa, B3METHY/I0Cb BBEPX U JIM3HY/I0 BbICOKNI TEMHbI CBOA.

Torga Cam yBMAEN, 4yTo CTOMT B AJIMHHOW Neliepe, yxogswen rnyboko B AbIMAWMIACA KOHyc [opbl.
HenoaaneKky oT BXoZa CTeHbl M NOJ paccekana rnybokas TpeluHa, U3 KOTOpoi ncxogun 6arposbii cBeT. CHU3Y
BCE BPEMSA C/IbILLA/NCA POKOT U MNbIXTEHbE, C/IOBHO Tam PaboTanu orpomHbie MexXH.

CBeT CHOBa YCU/IUACA, U Ha Kpalo TpelmHbl, y camoii OrHeHHol Mponactu, Cam yeuaen Ppono — yepHblit
CUNYST Ha KPacHOM $OHe — HEMOABUIKHOTO, C/IOBHO OKaMEHEBLLETO.

— ®pogo! — KpuKkHyn Cam. Ppoao nowesennncs U BAPYr 3aroBopua. Takoro 3By4HOro M MOLLHOrO rosoca
CaM HMKaK Hee 0XKWAan oT Hero ycablwartb. ITOT ro/10C JIETKO 3aryLMA POKOT Fopbl M OTPA3UICA IXOM OT CTEH U
CBOAOB.

— Al npuwen, — npounsHec oH. — Ho Tenepb A nepeayman. Konbuo moe! — oH Hagen KonbLo Ha naneu, n ncyes.
Cam axHy/l, HO He ycnen v ABUHYTLCA, KaK O4HOBPEMEHHO C/TYY4UNOCh CPa3y MHOMKECTBO COObITUIA.

YT0-TO CUAbHO TONKHY/1I0 Cama B CN1HY, N OH OTN1ETEN B CTOPOHY, YAapuBLINCb roso0Boi o KaMeHHYIO CTeHY
TaK, YTO NOTeMHeNO B rnasax. Ho Bce e oH ycnen 3aMeTuTb METHYBLUYHOCA MUMO TEHb.

A paneko oTcloda B TOT MOMEHT, Koraa ®poao Hagen Konbuo u 06baBma cebs ero BnacteNMHom, TeMHbI
Bnaabika B bapaa-[lype B3ApPOrHy/, U BMECTe C HUM B3A4POrHya OT OCHOBaHMA A0 BeplwuH cBoux HaweH YepHan
KpenocTb. OKo Bpara, npoH3aa Mpak, y3peno cayumslieeca B OrHeHHoi MNewepe. CaypoH B 04HOW MFHOBEHHOM
BCMbILLKE HAaUTUA BCE MOHAN: U NAaH BParoB 1 CBO COBCTBEHHYIO POKOBYIO ONIOWHOCTL. [HEB U CTpax B paBHOM
Mmepe oBnagenM uUmM. M60 OH yBUAEN, KaKaa CMepTeNbHas OMacHOCTb FPO3UT €My W CKOJb TOHKa HWTb,
yAep:KMBaBLLanA ero cyabby.

Bce XWTpOCTM, BCA MayTMHaA M3MEH W KOBApCTBA, BCE 3aMbIC/ibl M MJaHbl, BCe 3TO BAPYr PyXHY/IO B €ro
YepHOM Co3HaHUK. Mo BceMy TEMHOMY LL@pCTBY NpoLues TpeneT, ero pabbl APOrHyan, BOMCKa OCTaHOBWU/IUCD, U UX
npeaBoauTeNN, BAPYT JIMWIEHHbIE pa3yma W BOJIM, 3aKonebanucb M NpUWaM B cmaTeHWe. Bpar 3abbin 0 HUX.
Pasym u Bona Cuibl, ynpaBAsBWeE MMM, BCcel CBOEM MoLLblo obpatuiach Tenepb K Fope. Mpo3syyan Hemow
NPWKas, 1 Hasryabl, pabbl Kosbla, Ha CBOMX BMXPEBbIX KPbINbAX CTPEMUTE/IbHO MOHEC/UCh Ha tor, Tyaa, K fope.
YiKac, ewe 6os1ee CUbHbIM, YEeM TOT, KOTOPbIV BHYLLAAN OHU, THaA UX Tenepb.

Cam BcTan. Ero cnerka ornywnio M KpoBb M3 CCaZMHbl Ha rosioBe 3a/ivBana rnasa. OH ¢ TPYAOM LuarHyn
Bnepea 1 yBuMAen CTpaHHOE M CTpalHoe 3penuuie. Ha Kpato 6e3aHbl fopaym beweHo 6opoaca ¢ HEBUAMMbIM
COMepHMKOM: OH Kavasca B3ag v Bnepes, YyTb He Nagas B NponacTb, OTCTynasn, Nagan Ha KoieHu, NogHUMANcA v
CHoBa nagan. M oH Bce Bpems wiunen, Ho 6e3 cnos.

OroHb cHM3y Tenepb peBes, BCA MNellepa HanoaHWAacb 61eckom u xKapom. Cam Buaen, Kak fopaym sapyr
NoAnpPbIrHyA, 6AECHYAN 1 NA3THYAN OCTPbIe 3ybbl, U Cpa3y BC/eq, 3a Tem pasaanca Kpuk Ppoao. IToT KpUK CIOBHO
BbIBPOCUN €ro U3 HEBMAMMOCTM, OH yNaja Ha KOJIeHW Ha Kpato nponactu. A Fopaym nascan, Kak cymaclueawwni,
BbICOKO AeprKa Ko/bLo ¢ TopYalwym B HEM OTKYLEHHbIM MasbueM. Koabuo cusano, CNoBHO AENCTBUTEIbHO Bbl10
BbIKOBAHO M3 }KMBOTO OTHA.

— CoKkposue, Cokposuuie, Cokpouwie! — BbIKpnKMBan oH. — Moe Cokposuuie! O, moe Cokposuwe! — u TyT,
He CBOAA aNyHbIX I1a3 co cBoen AobbluM, OH OCTYNUACA, MOKAYHY/CA, HA MIHOBEHMeE 3aCTbll Ha Kpato NponacTtu, u
C BOMAEM PYyxHyn BHW3. U3 rnybuHbl HaBCTpevy emy B3METHY/CA OFPOMHbIA A3bIK MJAaMEeHMU, elle pas goseTen
KaNobHbIN KpUK: «CoKpoBuLLe!», n OH ncyes.

Honrmit rpoxoT poamnca B Heapax lopbl. [1amsa BbIMaxHy/iO0 M3 paccefiMHbl U AM3ano ceodbl. [poxoT
nepewen B pes, Fopa coaporHynacb. Cam nogbexkan K Ppoao, NOAHAN ero U BbiHEC HapyXKy. M TyT, Ha nopore
OrHeHHol MMewepbl, BLICOKO HaA paBHMHaMu Mopaopa, ero CKOBa/lo TaKoe U3YM/eHWe, YTO OH CTOoA/, N03abbiB
060 BCem Ha CBeTe, M TO/IbKO CMOTpPE, YyBCTBYSA, YTO KaMeHeeT OT cTpaxa. Ero rnasam otkpblnack bypaawian Tyya.
B ee Heapax NpornaabiBann HesuaaHHble 6alwHM U 6ACTUOHbI, BbICOKME, KaK ropbl Hag, 6e340HHbIMY NPoNacTAMM,
rAyxume TeMHULbI NoA3eMeNIniA, OFPOMHbIE CTa/ibHble BOPOTa — BCE 3TO Pa3OM McYe3o. ballHK pyxHYyau U ropbl
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06BanUANCb, CTEHbI pacnanncb, OrpPOMHble CTON6bl AbiMa M Mapa POCAM BCe Bbille M Bbille, WX BepLUMHbI
M30THYANCb, Kak rpebeHb KO/M0CCaNbHOW BOAHbI, 3TOT rpebeHb BCKMNEN W Maa Ha pPaBHWHY. Bce nokpbliv
OrNlyWnTeNbHblE pPacKkaTbl FPOMa; 3eMAsA B3AO0XHY/Aa, PaBHMHA BCKOAMbIXHy/Aacb W pacTpeckanacb, OpoapywH
6eleHo BCTPAXHYNO. M3 ero passepsLueiica BeplumnHbl yaapuao naams. Hebeca B3opBainch B F[poOMe, UCCEYEHHOM
MOJTHUAMM. U3 Ty4 MCNOAMHCKMMM BUYaMM XecTanmn NOTOKM YepHOro AnBHA. M B camoe cepaue CTpallHOW rposbl
C 3ayHbIBHbIMW BOMAAMM HECAUCH Ha3ryabl. OHM 6blAN NOA06HBI MOAHUAM, BNNBAKOLWMMCA B MYYMHY U FaCHYLLMM
B Hel.

—Hy, BOT 1 KoHeu, Cam,— NpPOM3HEC YEeN-TO ACHbIN rosoC PAAOM C HMM. ITo 6bin Ppoao, 6aeaHbIN,
M3MYYEHHbIM, HO CHOBa CTaBLWMA camum coboit. B rnasax ero 6onble He 6bIJI0O HU HaNPSXKEHUA BOU, HU
6e3ymusa, HU cTpaxa, TOIbKO MUP. Bpemsa cnano. ITo 6bin NpeXKHUIA NIBUMBIN APYr, Kak B AaBHUe, Kasaslumeca
HEBEPOATHbIMU MUPHbIE AHU.

— ®pogo! — Bckpuuan Cam, Nagas Ha KoneHu. B 3TOT yac KpyLeHMs MMUpa ero 3ax/1IeCTHy1a PafocCTb Be/MKan
pagocTb 0CcBO6OXKAEHUA. THET MUcYes, ero Apyr CNaceH; OH ONsATb CTan camum coboit, oH onaTb cBoboaeH. U TyT
CaM 3aMeTU/1 Ero NCKaNEUEHHYIO PYKY.

— beaHas pyKa! — BCXMMHYA OH. — A MHe Hedem Jaxke nepesasaTb ee, Heyem yCnoKoutb 60b. Jlydiie 6bl OH
OTKYCW/ PYKY MHE, NYCTb Bbl XOTb Le/IMKOM Cbes. Ho ero Het, OH uc4yes, HakoHel, HaBceraa ncyes!

— [a, — otBeTnn ®poao.— Tbl NOMHULWb, KaK MHAanbd ckasan Torga: «[axke ana fopnyma eule MOXKeT
HalTUCb Aeno». BoT oHO M Hawnocb. Cam, A BeAb HEe YHUUYTOXKMA 6bl KonbLo. Hawm Tpyabl B NOCAEAHIO0 MUHYTY
efiBa He CTa/an HanpacHbIMKU. Tak YTo NpocTum emy. Munccua BbINOMHEHA U BCe 3aBeplleHo. f pag, YTo Tbl 34€Ch,
CO MHOW. BABOEM He CTpallHO, AaKe B KOHLLE.
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12. YTPO HOBOM 3I10XH

Bokpyr xonmoB Kuwenu nonunuia Mopaopa. Mx Hagsuratolleecs mope rotoso 6bi10 NOrIOTUTL BOWMCKa
3anaga. ConHue nokpacHeno. Kpbiabsa Ha3ry/os oTbpacbiBany Ha 3eMI0 YePHYI0 TeHb CMePTU. AparopH cToan y
3HameHW, 6e3MOo/IBHbIN 1 CYPOBbINA; F1a3a ero CBepKaan, Kak 38e3/bl, cUaloLIMe Tem ApYe, Yem TeMHee Houb. Ha
BepLUMHe xonma ctoan MHaanbd, XonoaHbin n 6enbiii. TeHn He Kacanuch ero. MNMonuuua Mopaopa Kuaanmnch Ha
06peyeHHble XO/IMbI, KaK BOJIHbI. MIX TOMOH MOAHWMANCA, KaK LWYM MPUAKBA, Haf, CTYKOM U 1A3rOM OPYXKus.

Bapyr MHAanbd 0bepHyncs n B3raaHyn Ha cesep, rae Hebeca 6bianM 61e4HBIMU M YMCTbIMK. [TOTOM OH
BO34E/ PYKM M BCKPUYA IPOMOBbIM FO/I0COM:

— Opnbl netar!
3TOT KPUK NOKPbIA LWYyM BUTBbI, U MHOXECTBO F0/10COB NOAXBaTWUIO:
— Opnbl! Opnbl netar!

Bolicka Mopaopa B3rnaHyAn BBEpPX, He4oyMeBas, YTO 03HaYaeT 3TOT KPUK. BbicOKo B Hebe Hecca BeTpoboid,
3a HUM ero 6paTba — JlaHaoBanb U MeHenbAop, a C3aAu, NOArOHAEMble CEBEPHbIM BETPOM, SIETE/IM POBHbIMM
pagammn ux copoamuu. MNpPAMO Ha Ha3ry/JioB HECANCb OHWU, KPYTO CMYCKasaCb C BbICOTbl, M BeTep cMepyamu
3aBMBa/ICA BOKPYT MX MOTYYMX KPbL/IbEB.

Ho Hasrynbl He NpuHAAM 605. OHX NOBEPHYAM BCNATb U MCYE31M BO Mpake Mopgopa, YCAbIlWaB BHE3aMHbIM
OTYasHHbIM NpusbiB YepHoi Kpenoctu. B TOT e mur Bolcka Mopaopa APOrHy/iu, TOPMKECTBYIOWME KPUKK
CMOJIK/IN, PYKM OMYCTUANCb M HOTM OTKasaiucCb CAYXUTb. Cuia, HANoMHABLIASA WX HEHABUCTbIO M APOCTbLIO,
OCTaBW/IA UX; W BOT, B3I/IAAHYB B 171333 Bparam, OHM Npoy/iM CBOV NPMrosop M UCNyraauco.

Torpa pasaanca rpOMKUI Knud Boxkaein 3anaga. Mx cepaua HanoaHUMAUCb HOBOM Haaexaon. C ocaxaeHHbIX
XO/IMOB ABUHY/ANCb TECHBIMW pAAamMM pbiuapn FfoHaopa, BcagHuku Puctanuun, Cnegonbitel CeBepa, yaapuaun Ha
3aTpeneTaBlWMX BParos, CMAAM UX 1 obpaTnamn B 6ercteo. Ho MHAanbd NOAHAN PYKY U CHOBA FPOMKO KPUKHYA: —
Croitte, ntoam 3anaga! OcTaHOBUTECH U KAWUTE, Yac HacTan!

He ycnen oH A0OroBOpWTb, Kak 3emaa COAPOrHy/iacb y Bcex nod Horamu. lMoTom, ganeko 3a YepHbimu
BopoTamu, BbICOKO Haz ropamu B Hebo pPBaHYACA WCMOJMHCKUMA CMepY, MPOHWU3aHHbIM MOAHUAMMK. 3emns
3aCTOHaNa M 3aTpAcnacb. bawHW APOrHyaM, 3aKayanmcb U PyXHY/aW, MOryyas cTeHa pacnanacb. YepHble BopoTa
paccbinanncb, a M34anu, To yTvuxas, TO HapacTas, TO NOgHMMAsACb A0 O6/MaKOB, MPUMYANCA POKOYYLLMIA Ty,
rPOXOT, AJIMHHbIM PACKATUCTbIN FPOM paspyLIeHus.

— UlapcTtBo CaypoHa norn6so, — nponsHec MNHAaAbd.— XpaHUTENb BbINOJHUA CBOK MUCCHIO.

Koroa Boxaum 3anaga B3rnsHyAM B cTOpoHy Mopaopa, MM NoKasanocb, YTO OTTyAa BblpacTaeT OrpomHas,
yrosbHO-4epHana Ha poHe 06/1a4HOro NOKPOBaA, yBEHYAHHAA MOJTHUAMM M 3aKpblBatolLan Bce Hebo TeHb. Bce Bbllle
BO3HOCMK/1AaCb OHa Hag MMPOM, NPOCTUPAA K HEMY OFPOMHYIO YTPOXKAIOLLYIO PYKY, Y¥KaCHYIO, HO 6eccunbHyto; nb6o
B TO BPEM#A, KOTA4a OHa yKe OMycKanacb Haf PaBHMHOM, CU/bHBIN BETep NoAXBaTUA ee, pa3Bens, U OHa ucyesna. U
CTano Tuxo.

Korga ntofam cHoBa B3r/IAHY/IM HA PaBHUHY, UX Bparu 6exkanu. Molwb Mopaopa Tasna, Kak Mblib, YHOCUMas
BETPOM. KaK MypaBbW, ULLEHHbIE CBOEW LLapWLLbl, HAYMHAOT 6ECCMbIC/IEHHO CYyeTUTLCS U, 0beccunes, yMMpPatoT,
TaK pabbl CaypoHa — OpPKM, TPOJIIU, 3BEPU — HE YyBCTBYA HO/IbLIE CUJIbI 3/1bIX YA, YIPABASAIOLLEN MMU, HOCUTUCD B
b6ecnamaTcTBe NO paBHMHE, HAbPACbIBAACH APYr HA APYra, MbITAIUCb YKPbITLCA B TEMHbIX LLENAX U HOpaX.

MHaue Benu ceba xopogpumubl, BacTakM W toxKaHe. OHM Tak AaBHO MonanuW Mo BAacTb TbMbl, TaK
NPOHMKANCL YepHOW 310601 M Tak HeHaBMAENM BCe TO, YTO O/MLETBOPANO CUAbl 3amnaga, yTo Temnepb Aaxe
KpylwleHre Mx BnactennHa He CNOMMAO 3TUX FOPAbIX U CUAbHBLIX BOMHOB. MHOrMe Bce e 6exann, HO 4acTb
Cyme/ia OpraHmn3oBaTh OTYasHHY 060poHY. Bnpoyem, u oHM 6blin 06pedeHbl.

MHAanbed, NpesocTaBUB 3aKaHYMBaATL OUTBY AparopHy v Apyrum BOXKAAM, NOAHANCA Ha BEPLUMHY XOMA U
M34an NPU3bIBHbIN KAnMY. O4eHb CKOPO K HEMY OCTOPOXKHO NoaseTen mory4ymin Betpoboit.

— [Baxkapbl Tbl BbIPYYaN MeHA, APYr MO, — 06paTuCca K HeMy Mar. — He OTKaxu 1 B TPeTUIi pas, Hagetoch, B
nocneaHuit. Tel yBUAMLLIb, YTO A He Byay 3n10ynoTpebnsaTb TBOEM ApyKO0i. Tl BUANLW L, CaypoH Nan, HO Te, KoMy
Mbl 0653aHbl cBOel nobenomn, B onacHocTuU. MNpolwy Tebs, Hallan Tam, — OH MaxHyn pyKon B ctopoHy Mopgopa, —
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ABYX HEBbICOK/NMKOB. OHM A0NXHbI 6bITb rae-To Bosne camoro OpoapyunHa, U npuHecu ux B UtunmeH. A 6yay
*aaTb Tebsa Tam.

Open, noBepHyB rofoBy, A0/IF0 CMOTPEN B CTOPOHY rnbHyuiei CTpaHbl Mpaka. MoTom M3gan npusbiBHbIN
KNEKOT 1 NJ1aBHO NOAHANCA B BO3AYX.

®poao n Cam, Aep:Kacb 33 PYKWU, CMAENM HA MaNeHbKOM OCTPOBKe, B KOTOPbIM NMpeBpaTMiach NaowagKa
nepeg newepoi. M3 Heap ropbl 3Beprasancb NOTOKM N1aBbl, IeTeNn KAybbl nensa u asima. Mup BoKpyr pywmcs.

— BOT 1 KOH4YaeTcA Hawa cKasKa, Cam, — nevyanbHoO npomonsun CDpo,u,o.

— [1a. XoTtenocb 661 MHe nocaywaTtb ee. Kak Bbl AymaeTe, CyAapb, CKaXyT M Koraa-Hmbyap: «BoT nosectb 0
®pono Aesatnnanom n Konbue Bcesnactba». Bce NMPMMOAKHYT, KaK mMbl Torga B Pasgone, nomHUTe, Koraa
Cnywanu ckasaHue o bepeHe n Ceepkatowem KamHe... A ellle MHe MHTePeECHO, 4To bByaeT NoTom, Nocae Hac...

OH roBopw/, NbITaaCb CI0OBaMM NPOrHaTh CTPax, rOBOPWUA U BCe NOrNsAAblBan Ha cesep. He xoTen cmoTtpets, a
BCE-TaKM CMOTpeN ¢ Monbboli 1 Hagexaol. C cesepa ayn BeTep. OH pa3orHan mMpak M Tyuyu, OTKPbIA X0JI0AHOe
fICHOe Hebo.

3opKue rnasa BetTpobos 3amMeTuAN ABe KPOLLEYHble, TEMHbIE GUIYPKU, OKPYMKEHHbIE CO BCEX CTOPOH J1aBOM.
BOT OHM ynanu oT o4epesHOro NoA3eMHOr0 TO/IYKa, @ OT OCTPOBKA, MPUIOTUBLLETO MX, OTKON0/ICA 6ONbLLON KYCOK.
BOKpyr HMX COAPOrasnch U PYLUMNCH CKasbl, U3-NOZL 3eMAN BbINIECKMBAIUCL BCE HOBbIE NOTOKM OrHsA. Mpespes
CTPALLHYO ONACHOCTb, MTULA-TUrAHT PUHYNACb BHU3. 3a HUM ycTpemuancb JlaHposanb M MeHenbaop. Huuero
3TOro X066UTbl He BUAEAN. UX MaNEHBbKUIN XONIMUK TPACCA KaK B IMXOPaLKe, BCE BOKPYT MIAaBUIOCH OT CTPALLIHOTO
»apa. OHM 3aKpbINK rNasa pykamu, 4tob He BUAETb CMepTH.

Korga opnabl noaxsatMau WX, OHM Bbinm 6e3 cosHaHuA. Mtuuam Tak 6bl10 Aaxke yaobHee. Ux Howa
6€3B0/IbHO BUCENA B OrPOMHbIX KOITAX, BepeskHO AepskaBnx maneHbkue Tena. Opabl B3MbIAM Haf OrHEM U
AbIMOM M CKOPO pacTas/in BbICOKO B Hebe.

OuyHyBLWwKCb, Cam 0BHapPYXUA ceba NexalmMm Ha Yem-To MArKoOM. Hag HMM NAaBHO NOKauyMBa/iUCb BETKM
6YyKOB, X MOIOZEHbKME IMCTbSA MPOCBEYMBA/IM HA COJTHLLE 30/10TbIM U 3e/1eHbIM. B BO3ayXe pasninBascA HeXHbI
apomart BecHbl. OH BCMOMHWMA — Tak naxno B UtunueHe. — Ox, — npobopmoTan oH.— WMHTepecHo, J0Aro Nn A
Cnan? — 3anax NepeHec ero K AHAM, KOr4a OH pa3Besl CBOM MaNeHbKUIA KOCTEPOK Ha Co/iHeYHOM bepery. YTo 6bii10
nocne? OH He NOMHWA. — OX, — MOBTOPUA OH, — HY U COH MHe cHuacal Kak a pag, 4to npocHynca. Cam ner u
yBUAEN PALOM CMOKOMHO cnswero ®pogo. O4HY PyKy OH MOIOXKWUA NOZ roN0BY, APYras nexana Ha ogesane. 310
6blna NpaBas pyKa, M Ha Hel He JOCTaBao TPeTbero nasabual

BocnomunHaHus pasom HaxnblHYM Ha Cama M OH BCKpUYan:
— Tak 370 6bin He coH? [ae e Mbl?

Yeli-To ronoc 1ackoBo NpoM3Hec No3aam Hero:

— B UTnunmneHe. Bbl B rocTaX y NpaBuUTeNs, U OH OXUAaeT Bac.

Cam o0bepHyAcs, KaK yrKaneHHbln. Mepes HUM ctosan MHAanbd, ogetbinn B 6enoe, ¢ 6enocHexHon 6opoaon,
CBEPKaloLWEl Ha CoMHLe.

— Hy, Cam, KaK Tbl cebs 4yBCTBYeLLb? — CNPOCKA OH.

Cam, He B cMnax BbIMONBUTb HWU C/I0BA, CMOTPEN Ha mara, OTKPbIB POT. HaKoOHeL, OH CKa3an cuniabim OT
BOJ/IHEHNA rOZTOCOM:

—MaHganbd! A gyman, Tol mepTBbIf! A gyman — A U cam mepTBblii. 3HauMT, BCce Henpasaa? MHaanbd! Yto
TaKoe C Hamu cTano?

— Benunkui MpaK nucyes, — oTBeTun raHﬂ,aﬂbd) N 3acmenAancda, n 3Tot CMex 6bln1 KaK MY3blKa, W11 KaK BO4a B
3HOMHbIM nongeHo. Cam noaymarsn, 4Yto o4eHb OaBHO He Cihblwan CMmexa. B rnasax ero BCNbIXHYNa PagocCTb, HO
HEOXUNAAHHO ONnA CamMoro cebs OH 3annaKkan. Bnpoqu, cnie3bl BbICOX/INM TaK e 6bICTp0, KaK noABuInNCb, OH
CYaCTZINBO pacCcMmeAnCAa, U BCKOYNA C N0XKa.

— Kak a ceba uyscTByl0? fl AarKe He 3Halo, Kak CKasaTb! A YyBCTBYIO... — OH B3MaxHy/ pyKamu, — YyBCTBYIO,
KaK BeCHa Mnoc/sie 3MMbl, Kak CONHLE Ha INCTbAX, Kak Tpybbl 1 apda, U BCce NMecHU, Kakne TO/IbKO ecTb Ha ceeTte! —
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OH CMOXBaTW/CA WM MOBEpHYACA K Apyry. — Caywaii, MPHAanbd, cMOTPU, Kak AocTanocb ero pyke! EmMy CTo/bKo
NpPULWANOCL BbiHecTU! Hy, XOTb B OCTaNIbHOM-TO OH 34,0pP0B?

— [a 380poB A, 340poB, — ckazan Ppogo, cagacb Ha NOCTeNU U Toxe ynblbasacb. — A ycHyn, Cam, oxuaan
Tebs, NneHTAl Tbl 34aKuMi! NPOCHYNCA-TO A paHO YTPOM, a ceiyac y*Ke NoNAeHb.

—MonpeHb? — pactepaHHO cnpocun Cam. — A Kakoro gHa?

— CerofiHA YeTblpHaAUaTbil AeHb HoBoW dnoxu, — oTBeTUA MHAaNb,— BOCbMOe anpens no XxobbutaHckomy
cuyeTy, Bbl BeAb B MapTe cuMTaeTe Tpuauatb AHeli. Ho B ToHAOpe HOBLIN roa Tenepb Bcerga b6yaer oTmevaTbea
ABaauaTh NATOrO MapTa, B AeHb NageHusa CaypoHa, B AeHb, KOrAa Bac BbIHECAW U3 OrHA. MpaBuTenb UCLEenA Bac
W KAeT Tenepb. Ha ceroaHsa HasHayeH 60/bLLIONM NUpP, KOraa Bbl byaeTe roToBbl, Mbl MOMAEM K HEMY.

—Mongem K npasutento? — cnpocun Cam. — A KTo OH?

—Mpasutenb NoHAopa M 3anagHbiX CTpaH, — BaXKHO oTBeTun HAanbd. — Hy, nogHMmaiTecb, COHM, Ham
nopa naTu.

— A 4TO Xe Mbl HaAEHeM?— 3abecnokonnca Cam. Pagom ¢ noctenamm nexkanm mx CTapble, U3HOLWEHHbIE
oaexabl, B KOTOPbIX OHKU npoaenann BeCb cBom nyTb.

— ToAbKo TO, B Yem Bbl CTPaHCTBOBA/IN, — OTBETUN Marl.— HuKaKkne wenka, HW NONOTHO, HU JoCNexu, He rep6b|
HE MOoryT 6bITb NOYeTHee. A NoToM — NOCMOTPUM.

X066MTbl YyMbIINCL, OAENNCH, U, KOHEYHO, C/IETKA MEPEKYCUIM, a TOTAA YK nocienosanu 3a MNHaanbdpom. M3
6YKOBOW pPOLLMLbI OHWU BbIWAM Ha OONbLLION 3E/EeHbIN NYr, OKPY)KEHHbIM BbICOKUMU AepPEeBbAMU C MbILLIHOM
NIUCTBOMN M BONbWIMMM anbiMy LBeTamu. Mo3aan Wymen Bogonag, a Brnepeau, No Kpawo nyra, CTPYWUICS MOTOK,
BECEN0 Kypyas, Nen u UCKPUICA Ha COHLE.

Ha nyry cobpanocb MHOKECTBO pbiLapeit B BEIMKOIENHbIX AOCNEeXax U CTaTHbIX BOMHOB, OAETbIX B YEPHOE C
cepebpom. Bce nouTUTEIBHO NPUBETCTBOBAIN X066UTOB M KNaHAAMUCb. Mpoliaa noa AepeBbAMU BLOJIb PyYbs, OHU
BbIW/M Ha 06WwupHoe none. danblwe B cepebpucToii AbIMKe TeKna peKka U BUAHECA OCTPOoB. TaM CTOA/I0
MHOKeCTBO Kopabneli. Bce none 3anosHMAN BoicKa. OHM CTOANM BAeCTALMMI pAgaMK B CTPorom nopsaake. MNpwu
NpUBbAMNKEHUN XOBOUTOB Hag, PALAMMU B3METHY/IMCb PA30OM BbIXBAYEHHbIE M3 HOMKEH Meuu, NMPOKaTUAACh BOJIHA
CK/IOHSIEMbIX KOMWIA, 3anenin pora u Tpy6bbl, a N10AM 3aKpMUYaM Ha MHOTUX A3bIKaX:

— [la 3apascTBytoT X066MTbI! ChaBa ®Ppogo! Cnasa Camy! Cnasa XpaHutenam! Cnasa! Cnagal

Mo3abbiB cebs oT BocTopra U MsymneHus, Ppoao n Cam npolam Bnepes M yBUAENU TPU BO3BbILLEHUS,
CNOXEHHble U3 3e/eHOro AepHa nocpean nosa. Haa npasbiM M3 HUX Pa3BeBaNoOCb 3HAMA, Ha KOTOPOM Mo
b6eno-3eneHomy MO MYascA Heoced/laHHbIN KOHb, Hag, /ieBbIM Obl10 3HaMA C M30b6parkeHnem Kopabna Ha
6eno-cuHem ¢oHe, paspesatollero Bo/iHbI GopLUTEBHEM B BUAe febead, a Haf cpeaHMM, CaMbiM BbICOKMM U3
Tpex, pesano no Betpy 60/bluoe YepHOe 3HamsA ¢ 6enbimM LUBETYLIMM AepPeBOM U CEMbIO 3Be€3AammM Haa HUM. Mopa,
3HaMeHeM cuaen Ye/I0BEK C MEUYOM, JIeXKallMM Ha KONeHAX, B KoNb4yre, HO 6e3 wnema. Mpu nx npubanKeHnmn ox
BCTa/l, BbICOKWUIA, CTaTHbIN, TEMHOBO/IOCbIM U CEPOrNasblii. M Toraa oHW y3HanM ero, XoTa OH U CUAbHO U3MEHU/ICA.

®poao bpocuacsa K Hemy HaBcTpedy, CIM 3a HUM MO NATaM.
— Hy, BOT Tenepb ewe v 3To! — Kpnyan oH. — 370 Ke BpogaKHUK, unu s cno!

— fl pag, 4To Tbl NpM3HaN bpoaaxHMKa, — oTBeTUN AparopH.— [lanekoBaTto oTcioaa Ao bpu, rae s Tak Tebe He
noHpasuaca. [loAro NPULLNOCL UATU K CEFOAHSALIHEMY AHIO, HO Balll NyTb 6bl1 cCaMbiM MPaYHbIM.

M TyT, K U3yMAEHUIO U KpaliHemy cmylieHntio Cama, AparopH NpeKkaoHWUA nepes, HUM KOIeHO, MOTOM B3AN
060X 33 pyKM, NoaBen K TPOHY 1 Nocaann Ha Hero. MoToM, NOBEePHYBLUUCH K BOMCKaM, KPUKHY FPOMKO:

— CnasbTe uX, cnasbTe repoeB!

A Korga OT3By4an paAOCTHbIVI r'yn nNpuUBETCTBEHHbLIX KPWUKOB, TO, K OKOHYaATE/IbHOMY W MOJIHOMY
YO0BNETBOPEHUIO Cama, Bnepen Bbillen MeHecTpenb U3 I'OH,u,opa, N MOK/IOHUBLWWNCb, NONPOCUAN paspeleHnA
cneTb.

— Jltoan, anbdbl, rHOMbI, cBO60OAHbIM Hapoa 3anaga! — obpatuaca oH K cobpaswmnmea. — Caywaiite mens! A
cnoto Bam o ®pogo Aesatnnanom un Konbue BecenacTbA.
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OT aTnx chos Cam c4acTINBO paccmeAnca, BCKOYUN N KPUKHY N

— Bot 310 aa! WcnonHatoTca Bce moum KenaHua! — M cHoBa 3annakan. CmMeannucb MHOTME, HO KOoe-KTo U
Nnaakan TOXe, a CBeT/bli roN0C MeHeCTpens 3By4Yasn Kak cepebpo, u Bce 3aTmxau, caywasa. OH nen To Ha
anbGMNCKOM A3bIKe, TO Ha Bceobllem, M cepaua caywartenei NepenosiHANUCL CTpadaHuemM BblCoYalLlero
HacnakaeHus; NecHs yeena Ux 3a coboli B CTpaHy, rae rope M cyacTbe CIMBAKOTCA BMECTe, U rae c/esbl cKkopbu
npeBpaLLaoTcA B YNCTOE BUHO BAaXKeHCTBa.

MNecHA KoHuymnace. AparopH, a Bmecte C HMUM M BCe OCTaJibHble, BCTa/M U Nepewin B NPUTroToOBNEHHbIE
waTpbl, 4TOObI NNTb, €CTb N BECENNTLCA A0 KOHLUA AHA.

Ho ®pogo c Camom 3aaepanncb. MIix oTBeIM B NanaTky U Nnepeosesiv B YACTOE NONOTHO. MNpexHne ogexabl
aKKypaTHO CBEPHYAN W ynoxunam c nodetom. Mpuwen MBHAanbd, U, K ygusneHuto dpopgo, npuHec mev,
3NbOUNCKMIA NaLL U Konbudyry n3 mudpuna. Cam ¢ BOCXMLLEHUEM Pa3rIAaAbliBaa CBOK BbI30JIOYEHHYH KONbYYTY U
cepblii NAalll, BbIYULLEHHbIA WU aKKypaTHO MOCMHEHHbI. Hapsaa xo66MToB fAoBepluann ronosHble cepebpsiHble
0b6pyun. Mar npmBen Mx B NUPLUECTBEHHbIM LWATEP M ycaaun UX 3a CTO/ BMecTe a AparopHom, 3omMepom U
Umpaxmnnem. Pagom cnaenn gpyrme soeHayanbHUKKU, F'mmnan v Jleronac.

Koraa npuwno Bpema Hano/fHWUTb Ky6KM, B LUATep BOLWAKM [ABa Opy)KeHocua, Kak pewunn ®pogo. Ha ogHom
6blna yepHan c cepebpom ogexaa BOMHOB MuHac TupuTta, a Ha Apyrom — uBeta PuctaHuu. Cam B nepsbii
MOMEHT YAMBUACA — YTO AeNaTb MasbYMLLKAM B apMUM? — HO TYT JKe y3Han uX.

— Cmotpute, ®pono, cmoTtpute! [a Beap 310 e MuH! 310 Haw apyr MeperpuH! U Mepuagok! Ho Kak oHM
sbipocnu! BoT Tak uctopma! MHtepecHo 6bl nocaywatb!

— A Kak e,— cTeneHHo otBeTun [uH.— 06s3aTeNbHO YCAblWMWWb, CPasy nocsie nupa. A MNoKa, BOH
MHaanbda nopaccnpocute. OH Tenepb BaKHbIM CTan, XOTb M cMmeeTca Bce Bpems. Mbl ¢ Meppu celiuac 3aHATLI,
TaK YTO NOAOKAUTE.

MUp KOHYMACA MO3A4HO Beyepom. Kpyriasa nyHa mendsieHHO Niblia Hag OAEBLUMMCA B TyMaH AHAYMHOM,
Mepuas cpeau wenectawmx amctbes. Ppoao n Cam He moram HarosopuTbea ¢ Meppu, NMuHom 1 MHAanbboMm, a
MOTOM K HMM NpUCoeanHUAMUCH elle Jleronac u Mmman. MocteneHHO repou AHA y3HaAWU UCTOPUIO OTpAaaa nocne
TOro, KaK OHM paccTanncb y Bogonaaa Papoc. M Bce-Taku ele 060 MHOFOM OCTaBa/ioCh PaccnpoCcuTb U Ha MHOTUe
BOMPOCbI OTBETUTD.

OpKu, roBopsme Aepesbs, TPABAHUCTbIE PAaBHUHbI, CKauyLMe BCAAHWKK, Mepualowme newepsbl, 30/0Tble
3a/bl, benble bawHW, 6UTBLI M BosbwKe Kopaban — Bce 3To npoxoauno y Cama nepepg, rnasamu, NMoKa OH He
NMoYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO 3acbinaet. OgHako 6osiblie Apyrux Yyfec ero Bce-Taku mnopaxkan poct Meppwu u MNuHa. OH
HEeCKO/IbKO pa3s 3aCTaB/IAN UX MepATbLCA ¢ coboin u dpoao.

— BOT 4ero He Mory NOHATb, — FOBOPMA OH. — Ha UebIX TpY Aloiima Bbille, Yem nonaraercal

— Hnyero yamMBmUTENbHOTO B UX POCTE HET, — YCMEXHYACA TMmMAn. — OHM Ke NUAKU HAaNUTOK 3HTOB, a 3TO ANA
NPOCTOro CMEPTHOrO AAaPOM HE NPOXOAMT.

— HanuToK aHTOB? — nepecnpocun Cam. —Torpa PaCCKaxXnUTte MmHe O HUX elle pas. Al TaK M HE NOHAN, YTO OHMU
TaKoe. ITO X HaZ0, CKOJIbKO BCEro npon3owno 3a 3To BDEMFI!

— KoHeuHo, — oTto3Bancs MnH. — Hago 6bl Ham 3anepeTb Ppoao B Kakon-HMOyab bawHe B MuHac-TupuTe,
nycTb 3anuweT Bce 3T0. MiHaye oH 3abyaeT NonoBuHY, 1 cTapbliii Bunbbo byaeT oropyeH.

HakoHeu, MNHAanbd BCTan. — AparopH — BEIKUI LLeInTe b, — CKa3as OH, — OH BEPHY/ Bac U3 CaMbiX Aa/lbHUX
npeaenos cmeptu. M XoTb Bbl CNanu NOTOM A0/IT0 U KPEMNKO, HO ceiyac Bam CHOBa nopa B NocTeb.

— 3710 1 K Tebe oTHOCUTCA, MNUH, — HANOMHMA Tumau. — S nobato Tebs, XoTa Bbl 3a Te MbITaPCTBa, KOTOPLIX Tbl
He CTOMA 1 KOTOPbIX A HMKOTAa He 3abyay. Ho TonbKo A He 3abyay v Apyroro: Kak Halwen Teba Ha none 6oa. Koraa
A NOAHAN TBOW TaK moApocwuii Tpyn, A 6bln yBepeH, YTo Tbl MepTBelt mepTeoro. A Toraa 4YyTb 6opoay cebe He
BbIPBaJl, — OH Ba)XHO MOTaZMN CBOK YXOXKEeHHylo bopoay. A cerofHA — MepBblii AeHb, KaK Tbl BCTAN, U YKe
CKaueLllb, KaK Ky3HeuuK. JIoXK1cb-Ka, gaBai. A ToxKe nary.

— A 7, — meuTatenbHo nporosopwa Jleronac, — 6yay 6poanTb MO pPoLLAM 3TON MPEKpPacHOM CTpaHbl, 3TO
Nyywunii otabix. Korga-Hubyab Koe-KTO M3 Hawero HapoZa ob6s3aTesibHO nepecesnvTcs Cloga, M 3TOT Kpal Ha
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Bpemsa cTaHeT 61arocsioBeHHbIM. MOXET, Ha MeCsALL, MOXET, Ha U3Hb, a8 MOKET, Ha CTO Ye/I0BEYECKUX KU3HEN.
Yto ans anbda Bpemsal — u, Bnoaronoca Hanesas, Jlerosac cnyctuaca ¢ Xonma.

OcTanbHble Toe pasowancb. Ppogo ¢ Comom cpasy YCHYAM. A YTPOM MX CHOBA KAaN PagoCTHbIM MUP
NtunneHa. OHM npoBenu 34ecb MHoro aHeit. Cam Bce Kanen, yTo He BMAEN nociegHeil HacToAweih 6uTebl B
Cpeaunsembe. — Hy, Henb3na e 6biTb Cpasy Be3ae, — yTewan oH ceba.— M Bce-Taku A MHOro noteps.

Boicka rotoBuaMcb K BO3BpaweHWto B MuHac TupuT. YcTanble OTAOXHY/AU, PaHEeHble BbI3LOPOBENM.
Mpuwnochb elle cparkaTbCA € HeAOOUTbIMM ocTaTKamMu apmuii Mopgaopa, Boctoka 1 HOra, HO U OHM, B KOHUe
KOHLOB, Nokopuauch. lMNpuiien aeHb, KOrga BEpPHY/IUCb AaxKe Te, KTO XOAWA pa3pylwaTb KPenocTn Ha cesepe
Mopgopa.

Mpubauskanca mai, Korga Boxan 3anaga TPOHyAUCb B NyTb. Bolicka cenv Ha Kopabau u cnycTuaucs 4o
Ocrunnara; TamM OTAOXHY/NM AEHb, @ Ha cieaylowmnin 6bian y:Ke Ha 3e/eHblx noaax MNeneHHopa U CHoBa yBUAEN
Bbicokue 6enble HalwHn MuHac TUpKUTa, CKBO3b MPaK M OTOHb NPOLLIEALLEr0 K HOBOM KU3HMW.

B KaHyH malicKoro aHa Ha nonax lNeneHHopa 3anecTpenu Wwatpbl. HasaBTpa HOBbIN NpPaBUTENb AOKEH Bbin
BCTYNaTb B ropoa,.

B MuHac TupuTe Bce 6bI10 TOTOBO K TOPXKeCTBY. MeHLWMHbI C AEeTbMU BEPHY/IMUCL AOMOW C OXanKamu LBETOB,
13 [lon AmpoTa npubbIAN CaMble UCKYCHbIe B CTPaHe apducTbl.

ficHoe yTpeHHee CONHUe BCTaBano Hag BocToyHbiMu Fopamu, cBoboAHbIMM OT MpaKa. B Ffopoae 3BoHUAU
KOJIOKO/1a, peAann 3HameHa. Ha benoit bawHe B nociegHuin pas 6bii1 NOAHAT CTAT NpaBuTenen, 6enbli, Kak cHer Ha
conHue, 6e3 repbos 1 4eBU30B.

Boiicka wam K lopody, ¥ HapoAd CMOTPEsa, Kak OHM WMAYT, KONOHHA 3a KO/MIOHHOW, 6/1ecTa Ha Co/Hue
BOOpYKeHnem. OHM nogownn K BopoTam U ocTaHOBUAUCH B pap/oHre OT HMX. B pacnaxHyTbix BopoTax cToanm
BOMHbI B YEPHbIX C cepebpom Aocnexax, C O6HAXKEHHbIMW AJAMHHBIMM MeYamMu. BO3rnaBaan No4YeTHY CTparky
dapamnp M ¢ HUM apyrve BoxKauM [oHAopa. 34ecb e bblna D0BWMH, dnbdxenbm, a nNo obe CTOpPoHbI BopoT
TECHUAWCH TO/IMbI HAPOAA B PA3HOLBETHbIX 04K AaX, C TMPAAHAAMM LBETOB.

Mepes BopoTamu ocTaBanocb 60/bloe cBOHOAHOE NPOCTPAHCTBO, CO BCEX CTOPOH OKPYKEHHOE PbiLlapAmMM
1 BOMHamu FoHZOpa, PUCTaHUK, rOpOXKaHaMM U NIO4bMW, CbEXABLUMMMCS CO BCEX KOHL,0B CTPaHbl. Bce cMonKno,
Korga us pagos nogolwealein apmum BoicTynuaun CnegonsiTbl-cEBepaHe, o4eTble B cepoe ¢ cepebpom. Ux oTpsag
BO3rNaBAAn AparopH. Ha Hem 6blna YepHas KoJibuyra ¢ cepedbpaHbIM NOACOM M AJIMHHBIN B6ef0CHEXKHbIN MAall,
CKPENJIEHHbIN Y ropaa NPAXKKOW ¢ 60NbLIMM 3e1eHbIM KamHeM. OH LWes ¢ HeMOKPbITOW rofloBoi. Pagom waranm
domep, npasuTenb PuctaHnn, Umpaxmnb, MHOANbG M YETBEPO YAMBUTENBHO HU3KOPOCALIX BOMHOB. MHOrne us
cobpaBLINXCA C yAMBNEHMEM PAacCMaTPUBAN UX.

—HeTt, cectpa mos, 3T0 He Ma/buMKWU, — FOBOPWAA CTOABLIAA B TO/Me UenuTenbHUUA MopeT csoei
pPOACTBEHHMLE, — 3TO A06NECTHbIE BOUTENU M3 AaneKol XobbutaHnu. FoBopaT, oHM Bblan Tam NpociaBaeHHbIMU
BOXAAMM. ITO TOUHO. Al X0AMNA 32 OAHUM U3 HUX B rocnmTane. Tbl HE CMOTPU, YTO OHM POCTOM HE BbILLIAM, APYTUX
TaknX BOMHOB MOMCKaTb. Y Hac roBOPAT, YTO ABoe U3 HUX NobbiBaan B cTpaHe MpakKa, cpaKaanuch Tam ¢ TeMHbIM
BnactenmHom u paspywmnm YepHyio Kpenoctb. Tak a 3Ttomy Bepto. OHW 6osbliMe Apy3bA C HALIMM HOBbIM
npasuTenem. A Yy OH-TO Kak xopou! He o4eHb-TO peyncT, HO cepdue y Hero 30/10Toe. U oH ucuenaet ogHum
npukocHoseHnem! «Ecan Bbl ABUACA TaKoM BOXKAb», — CKa3ana s, U C 3TOro Bce Havanocb. A MutpaHaup cKasan
Torpa: «MopeT, ntoam AoAro 6yayT NOMHUTL TBOW C0BaY...

Ho e He npuwaock 6o/blue Noy4aTh CBOIO NMPUE3KYH0 PoACTBEHHUUY. Haa nonem 3anena Tpyba, v HacTano
MepTBOoe MosYaHue. Toraa ot BopoT auHyncs ®apamup, ero conpoBoxgan XalpwH, XpaHutenb Kntoueit
Lntazenw, a 3a HUM C1ef,0BaIM YETBEPO BOMHOB CO 3HaKamu Lintagenu Ha ogerkae. OHW Hecnm 6osbLliol napel,
13 YepHOro fiebeTpoHa, OKOBAHHbIN cepebpom.

dapamup ocTaHoBWUCA Nepes AparopHOM M 3BY4YHO CKasan:

— Mo 3akoHam u obbluaam Fopoaa M CTpaHbl, rOTOB NPU3HaTb Hag, cobolo NpaBa TOro, YbA MyAPOCTb Bbille
MoOel, 1 rotoB A06pPOBOILHO NepeaaTb emy BAacCTb, — C 3TUMM CNOBAMW OH NPEKNOHWA KOJEHO WM MPOTAHYA
AparopHy cBoli 6enblit e3n: — [PUMM ero U CHUMM C MEHA YMH, KOTOPOTO Tbl AOCTOMH ropas3go 6onee meHs.

Ho AparopH, B3AB €3/, TOTYAC XXe BePHY/1 €ro n ckasasn:
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— [10CTOMH 51 ero Unm HeT — NoKaxeT cyapba. McnonHu Tenepb cBoto 06a3aHHOCTL U ByAb YTO byaeT.
®pogo, cToABLIEMY C HAM PALOM, NOKA3aN0Ch, YTO B JIMLLE U B FOJIOCE Y HEFO YTO-TO APOTHY/O.
Torpa ®apamump BCTaA U NPOU3IHEC IPOMKMM FONOCOM:

—togn ToHpopa, caywanTte! Bce Bbl 3HaeTe, YTO HEKOr4a MPaBUTENW Halel CTPaHbl HOCMAM Ha Yene
CepebpsaHblit BeHeu, NpuBe3eHHbIN KOraa-To Npullenbuammn m3s-3a mopa. Hocuswmnin ero obpetan myapoctb u
BceBuaeHne. Ho HepocToMHOro 3ToT BeHeu, ncnenensetr Ha mecTe. Bbl Bce 3HaeTe, YTo BeHel, b6bln 3axBayeH
Bparom. Ho TemHbiii BnacteanH nan, n BeHeu, Bo3BpauweH MoHAgopy. BoT npuwen ToT, KTO No npasBy MOMXKeT
BO3/1I0XKWTb €ro Ha ceba. 3To — AparopH, cbiH ApaxopHa, InbdeHnT, NoToMoK Ucmngypa, Henobeammblii B 6UTBaXx,
UCcUEeNALWmMii NpUKocHoBeEHMeM! XoTute au Bbl, 4TO6bI OH BCTYNMA B [OpoA, 1 NpaBuA CTPaHOK?

M Bce BOICKa 1 BeCb HapoA, OTBETUIM B 0AMH ronoc: «[al»

A VoperT cKka3ana cBoei poACTBEHHMLIE: «ITO TO/bKO 06paAa, cecTpa; OH BeAb y¥e bbin B fopoae v ckaszan...»
— TYT el CHOBa He Aanun AorosopuTb. Dapammnp NPoaoKaN:

— togn ToHpopa, mbl OTHAAM BeHey, y Bpara. OH He cmen KOCHyTbcA ero. M mbl npuHecaun ero coga. Bo
Bcem Cpeamsembe HUKTO He AOCTOMH ero 6onee, Yyem AparopH. NycTb e OH BO3bMET TO, YTO MO NpaBy
npuHagnexuT emy!

M TyT BOMHBI BbICTynuAW Brepes,. Papamup oTKpbIA Napel, U AparopH goctan oTtyaa BeHeu Mpasutenel
lfoHgopa. Bugom oH 6bin NOXOXK Ha WAEMbl CTPAXKel LMTagenun, Ho Bbllle, U OH Bbln Becb 6enbil, a cepebpsaHble U
EMUYKHble Kpbliba Mo 06e CTOPOHbI MOXOAMAN Ha KPblibA MOPCKOW YalKu — ApeBHUI cCMMBOA Pbiuapeit 13
3amopbA. B ero o6pyye cBepKanM cemb a/iMa30B, a Ha BEPLUMHE — OANH KaMeHb, FOPEBLLUNI C/IOBHO NAams.

AparopH B3s1 BeHel, 1 BbICOKO noaHAN ero. ®poao AcHO BMAEN, Kak nobaegHeno ero AU, a cepble rnasa
CBEPKHYAN He Xy:Ke anmasoB BeHua. OH M cam 3amep, He B cCMnax OTBECTU B3rnag oT bpoaarkHuKa. Kpome
MHAanbda, OH 0AMH cpeam Bcex NOHMMAN NOANMHHBIN ApamaTnam aToro mura. Cyabba AparopHa pewanacb. Yto
€ro »K/ano celvyac — cyacTbe U rmbenb?

Ho K nsymneHuto cobpasLumxca, AparopH He CTan HageBaTtb BeHel, a BepHyn ero ®apamupy co cioBamu:

—Tpysamv M OTBaroi MHOTMX MpULLEa A K 3TOW MUHyTe. Al nmpowy XpaHuTens B3ATb BeHew un oTaatb
MuTtpaHampy. MycTb camblit MyApbI U3 HAc, KOMY MO MPaBy NPUHAAIEKUT YecTb Nobeabl Hag BParom, peLuur,
KaK NOCTYMUTb C STUM CUMBOJIOM B/1acTW.

®poao, HeBONbLHO 3aTpeneTas, NpuHAN BeHel u3 pyk ®apamupa u nogan MHAanbdy, a NoTom, Koraa
AparopH NPeKNoHUA KONEHO, 3aXKMypPUIICA U He BUAEN, Kak MHAanbe yeeHYan bpoaaskHMKa BeHuom.

O6wwit B3gox npoHeccs no toane, u Ppoao oTKpblA rnasa. AparopH Bctan. Cobpaslunecs rasaenm Ha Hero B
MOJIYaHMM, MBO MM MOKA3anoCb, YTO Ceiivyac OHW BUAAT ero Brepsble. OH BblN BbICOK POCTOM, Kak ApeBHUe
BOX/AM, — Bblle BCEX OKPY)KaMOWMX, MU OAHOBPEMEHHO Kas3anca WM APEeBHWM W OHbIM, MyZAPbIM, CBET/IbIM M
MOLLHBIM.

Tenepb BCeM CTano ACHO, KaK 6M30K OH anbdam. Papamup nepBbiM NOAOLWEN U CKAOHUACA Mepes HUM,
rosops:

— BoT noa/IHHbIN BOXAb U npasutens FoHaopa! baarocnoseH AeHb, KOraa Mbl ysuaenu ero!

CHoBa 3anenu Tpybbl, AparopH nogolen K BopoTam, U XpaHutenb Katouei ¢ NOKJIOHOM MPONyCTUA ero.
Hosbllh MpaBuTenb wen no ycbiNaHHbIM LBETAMWU YANLAM K UUTaZeNM, U KOTAa OH BCTYNMA HA NOPOr, Ha camoit
BepxHen balwHe 6b110 NOAHATO 3HamA ¢ [lpesom 1 3Be3gamu.

TaK Havyanocb nNpaBnaeHWe Dieccapa, O KOTOPOM C/IOXKEHO MHOXKECTBO JereHs v neceH. Mpu Hem MoHZop
pacuBen, Kak HUMKorga. YNuupbl yKpacuaucb aepeBbamu M GOHTaHamM, BOpPOTa M3 Mudpuaa TYCKIO CBEpKaM,
TPOTyapbl 3amocTUAn 6esbim mpamopom. B Ffopoae paboTanm rHombl, YacTo HaBeAblBaAUCh a1bdbl. U Korga aTa
3Moxa MMHOBA/A M Hayanachk CaeAytoLasn, TO U B HEll COXPaHUIach NaMATb O C/1aBe U 61ecke MUHYBLUMX OHEN.

[na Bcex WM AHKW, HaMOJIHEHHble PaAOoCTbio, a ANA camoro AparopHa pPafoCTHbIM CTan AeHb, Koraa
MHAanbd B3Aa ero ¢ coboit Aaneko B ropbl M MoKasaa Ha roslOM KaMEHUCTOM CK/IOHE, Y CaMOro Kpas BeyHbIX
CHEroB, Mo/I00€e fepesUe, TO/IbKO YTO pacnycTusluee AMcTba. OHU BblNM TEMHbIMU CBEpXy U cepebpaHbIMK
CHU3Y. AparopH cpasy y3Han ero: oHO 6bI10 TOYHO TaKMM e, KaK 3acoxliee Aepeso BO Asope untagenun. OH B3an
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AepesLe M Nocagua ero Ha MecTo MPEesKHero; OHO YKOPEHW/IOCb M CTafio PacT, a B Hayane WMIOHA MOKPbIIOCh
useTamu.

— BOT M A MoAy4Mn 3HaK, — cKasan Ttorga AparopH,— 6A1M3NTCA MOIN AeHb, — U NOCAan A030PHbIX Ha CTeHbI
uuTagenu.
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13. BCTPEYNH, PA3J/IYKH

B KaHyH [IHA CepeaunHbl Jleta B fopoa npmbbiam roHusl U3 AMOH [JMHa, OHM paccKasanu, YTo BUAENWN OTPAL,
b6naropoaHbIX BCAAHUKOB, NpUbAMKatowmxca ¢ ceBepa K MeneHHopy.

AparopH BOCKAUKHYN:
— HaKkoHeu-to! MycTtb Fopog rotoBmTcA K BCTpeye!

Beuepom Toro e AHA, Korga Hebo CTano CUHMM, Kak candup, Korga Ha BOCTOKE 3aXKr/IMCb NepBble 3Be34bl,
a 3anaz ele oCTaBasiCs 30/10TbIM, BCAAHWKM Nogbexann K Bopotram MuHac Tuputa. Bnepean ckakanv InnagaH v
dnpoup c cepebpsaHbIM 3HamMmeHeM, 33 HUMK — Bcecnasyp, dpecTop u apyrve anbdsbl U3 Pasgona, a ciegom, Ha
6enbix KOHAX, — NpeKkpacHasa Fanagpuanb U CanepbepH, npasuTenn JlopveHa, U C HUIMU MHOTUE JIOPUEHCKME
3/bdbl B CEPbIX MAALLAX, C CUAIOWMMU KaMHAMKU B BOMOCAX. MociegHnm exan myapblit INpoHA, CnaBHeNWMiA
cpeam nogen v anbdoBs. PAAOM C HUM Ha CEPOM KOHe CKaKana ero Ao4b ApBeH, BeyepHssa 3Be3sa CBOEro Hapoga.

Korga ®pogo ysuaen ee, MepuaBLlyto B CyMepKax, Co 3Be34amMu BO /10y, OH A0OAr0 MOAYaJ, @ NOTOM CKasan
MHAanboy:

—Tenepb A NOHMMAID, NOYEMY Mbl MeA NN 34eCb U Yero )K,CI,aI'IM! Bot 3aBepweHune scemy. Tenepb He
TOJIbKO AHU 6y,u,yT npeKpacHbiMH, HO N HOYN — 6/'Ial'0CIIOBEHHbIMI/I, M BCE€ HOYHbIE CTPaXN NCHE3HYT.

Mpasutenb foposa NPUBETCTBOBAJ CBOWX FOCTEM, M OHW CMELWWINUCE. DPOHA, NOABEN APBEH U BAOKUA PYKY
Aoyepu B pyKy AparopHa. Bce BmecTe oHu BOwWAW B LiMTagens v Hag ropogom pacuBenn HeBuAaHHbIe 3Be3abl.
370 MNHAaNbG NOCTapancs 1 BCNOMHWA MONOAOCTb.

dpoao nnakan oT nepenosiHABLWEro ero cyactbss. OH MOHAN, YTO cyabba BpoAsKHMKA, KOTOPOro OH TaK
nbun, ncnonHmnnace. Notom nogyman o cebe, 0 CBOMX APY3bAX, U €My CTaNo TPEBOXKHO: BPEMSA L0, @ MeXAay
HUM U X066UMTaHMeN 0CTaBaNOCh elle MHOIO JINT U AHEeMN.

[HV NMKoBaHMA KoHumaucb, n ®poao Bce yaue 6biBan 3aaymuns. OgHaxkapl OH BCcTpetun [pasutensa u
npekpacHyto ApseH y doHTaHa Moa UBETYyLMM AePeBOM; OHM BCTanu, YToBbl NPUBETCTBOBATbL €ro, M AparopH
CKasan:

— A 3Halo, Tbl AyMaellb O BO3BPALLEHUW AOMOW. YTO K, AOPOron Apyr, AepeBO pacTeT Ayylle BCero Ha
poauHe. 1 He CTaHy yaepXKnBaTb Tebs, HO Xo4y, YTO6 Tbl MOMHW/I: BO BCEX CTPAHAX 3anaAa Tbl — BCErAa XKeNaHHbIN
rocTb.

— [a, mHe nopa Bo3BpaLaThca, — KMBHYA Ppoao, — TO/IbKO Mo Aopore A xoTen 6bl 3aexatbh B Pa3gon. OueHb
xoyertca nosmaatb bunwbo. 1 nogyman, oH npueaer BMecTe ¢ I1POHAOM, HO ero HeT.

— He yansnsaiica aTomy, XpaHuTenb, — ronoc ApseH 38y4an nogobHO my3bike. — Bam 3HaKoma cuia Toro, 4To
HbIHE YHUUYTOXEHO. HbiHe BCe, YTO CAeNaHOo C NOMOLLbIO 3TOM CUbI, Mcye3aeT. Ball poany 40Aro NPOXua Nog ero
BNACTbiO. Tenepb OH y¥Ke o4YeHb CTap, M eMy NPeACcTOUT TONbKO OA4HO MyTelwecTBue. ..

— Torga, — 3annHascb, ckasan Ppoao, — A NpoLy paspelleHnsa NOKUHYTb CTPAHY Kak MOXKHO CKopee.

— Mbl oTnpaBuMMcA Yyepes Hegento, — ckasan AparopH. — fl NpoBoKy TebA A0 rpaHuy PuctaHuu. Yepes Tpu
AHA npvegeT Jomep, OH cobupaeTca nepeBesTU Ha PoAMHY npax TeoZeHa, Mbl BMecTe ByAem CONpOBOXAATb
€ro.— OH MOMOAYA/, MOTOM MOJOXMA PYKYy Ha nnedyo dPpogo w ckasan: — MHe Heyem oJapuTb Teba no
[AOCTOMHCTBY, HO YTO Obl Tl HX MONPOCUJ, i BCE MOCTapatoch caenatb. M noegellb Tobl C NOYECTAMM, KaK NPUCTaNo
BE/IMKOMY repoto.

ApseH gobasuna:

— A BOT y MeHs ecTb Ana Tebsa Koe-uto. Bbl 3HaeTe: 1 — Ao4yb InpoHaa. Koraa HacTaHeT ero Yac oTnpaBAATbCA
B Cepebpuctyio MaBaHb, A He Byay conpoBokAaTb ero. Mo BbI6op caenaH. A 0CcTaloch C N0AbMM, Ha PaLOCTb UK
rope, Kak Hekorga ocTasnacb JlyumsHb. TaKk BOT, A Aaplo Bam moe npaBo oTtnpasutca B Cepebpuctyto MaBaHb
BMECTO MeHS, KOHEYHO, ec/IM TaKOBO ByAeT M Balle KenaHue, CNaBHbIN XpaHUTeNb.

Koroa go ®pofo fowen cmbiC ee C0B, OH B34POrHyA. Inbdbl HE YMUPAIOT, KaK MPOCTble CMEpPTHbIE.
MpuxoguT Bpems, M 31bd UYyBCTBYET, YTO Mopa OTNPaBAATbcA B gopory. B CepebpwucToli [aBaHW, JafeKko Ha
ceBepe, KAeT ero Kopabsab nop cepebpucro-cepbimn napycamu. CTouT 3nbdy OKasaTbcA Ha nanybe, Kak
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noaHMMaeTcs BeTep C BocToka, Kopab/sb BbixoAUT B Mope M bepeT Kypc Ha 3anaa. Mano Komy yaaBanocb
YBMAETb, KaK yXoAuT Kopabab, U HUKTO HUKOrAa He BMAaen, ytobbl OH BO3BpallasncA. FOBOPAT, YTO AaNeKo 3a
Mopem NieXXuT 6rarocnoBeHHas 3ema 31bG0B, KOTOPYIO HE CYXKAEHO BUAETb [1a3aMU XKUBYLLMX B STOM MUpe.
Bce aTo BMUr BcnoMmHunocb ®poao nocne cnos ApeeH. A OHa CHAMA C WeU CUAOLWMIA 3Be34HbIM CBETOM KaMeHb
Ha TOHKOW LIenoyke U NpoTaHya X066UMTy. — BOo3bmMUTE Ha NamsATb O HAC M O TOM, Kak CM/Ie/ICb HallK Cyabbbl.
Bonblie HX BO CHe, HU HaABYy BacC He ByayT TPEBOXUTb HU TbMa, HU cTpax. OTHbIHE 1 HaBceraa Bbl CBOBOAHbLI OT
3TMX BOCMOMUHAHUNA.

Yepes Tpu aHa B Fopog npmbbin Jomep, npaButenb PUCTaHUKM, co cBUTOM U3 nyywnx BcagHukoB. Emy 6bin
OKa3aH TOP)KECTBEHHbIV Npuem, 1 Ha nupLiectee Bo [Bopue Mpasuteneit ero nopasmna Kpacota Managpmsnb u
ApseH. MNepen Tem, KaK yiTM B ONOYMBA/IbHIO, OH pa3sbicKan MMman n obpatnaca K Hemy co cnosamm: — [lo3sonbTe
y3HaTb, 61aropoaHblit FTMman, Npu Bac v Baw Tonop?

— Her, 6]'Ial'0p0,£l,Hbll7I BOXAb, — OTBETUN MK, — HO 332 HUM HEeL0Nro CXOAUTb, eCNn FIOHa,CI,O6MTCFi.

— CyauTe camm, — cKasan domep. — Mexay Hamu ellle fieskaT Koe-Kakue nocnellHble cNoBa, Kacatouwueca
BoALwWebHNLbI U3 30n10TOro fleca. Tenepb A BUAEN ee cOBCTBEHHbIMW rnasamu.

— WM 41O Xe Bbl cKaxkeTe? — cnpocun Mfmmnu.
—¥Bbl! — B3a0XHYN Jomep. — fl He CKaxKy, YTO OHa — CaMas NpeKpacHasa B mupe.
— Hy, TaK s cberato 3a TONopom, — HEBO3MYTUMO OTKAMKHYACA Muman.

—MpocTuTe, A ewe He KOHYMA, — OCTaHOBMUA ero domep.— Ecam 6bl A BCTpeTun Bnagpluvuy JlopueHa B
APYroM OKPY»KeHWUW, To cornacunca 6bl ¢ BaMM MrHoBeHHO. Ho Koraa pafom € Helt npekpacHaa ApBeH, A rotos
B6UTbCA CO BCAKMM, KTO He NpU3HaeT ee npesocxoacTsal BoT Tenepb A KOHYMA. Hy, 4To, MATM 32 MeYOM?

MMM HN3KO NOKNOHWUACA.

— He Hapo meveii. 1 npowato Bam cnoso, AobnecTHbii domep. Bam no ayuwe Bedep, a moe cepale oTAaHO
YTpy. *anb ToNbKO, YTO YTPO YyXOOAUT U CKOPO YNAET HaBceraa.

M BOT HacTas, HaKoHeL, AeHb oTbe3aa. Mpasutenun FoHZOPa M PUCTaHUMKM BMeCTe BbIHEC/IM OCTaHKKM TeoseHa
M3 yCbiNasibHUUbLI U, MOJIOKMB Ha 30/10Tble HOCW/KM, B MOJYAHMM MpoHecau no Fopody. Y BOPOT HOCWJIKM
NMOCTaBU/IM Ha KOJIECHULY, OKPY)KEeHHyt0 BcagHnKkamu. Ha KonecHuue, ¢ MeYOM M LWMTOM MaBLIEro npasuTens,
cugen Meppu. OpykeHoceu, TeogeHa NPOBOKa/ CBOEro NpaBuTENs B MOCAEAHUI NyTb.

B cBuTe AparopHa 6bian ®poao, Cam u MNHAanbo. MNMuH exan Bmecte ¢ pbluapamm FfoHaopa, a Jleronac, Kak
Bceraa, B3sa ¢ coboit B ceasio M'mmnn.

HecnewHo aoctmrna npoueccusa AHopueHa, a Korga npubausunachk K Jlecy pyagaH, oo cayxa goHecca 6ol
6apabaHOB, XOTA HUKOTO }KMBOTO BOKPYT He 6bia10 BUAHO. Toraa AparopH Besen Tpybayam npoTpybutsb B TpybbI, U
reposibapbl BO3rnacuiu:

— MNpaButenb foHAaopa M 3anagHbix cTpaH oTaaeT Jlec [pyaAaH B BeyHOoe BageHWe NeCHbIM N4aM.
OTHbIHE HUKTO He BNAacTeH BOWTW B 3TOT nec 6e3 ux Ao3soneHus! — n Torga 6apabaHbl 3arpemeny Kak rpom, a
NOTOM PasoM CMOJKAMU.

Mocne nNAaTHaAUATUAHEBHOro NyTW norpebanbHblit noesa npubbin B daopac. Tam aobnectHbit TeoaeH 6bin
norpebeH B ycbiNasbHULIE CBOUX MPEAKOB, U Had HUM Bbla cneTa NpolanbHas NecHb O ero KM3HU U CNaBHOM
cmepTu. MNecHb B3BOIHOBaNa cepAla Aa*Ke HE3HAKOMbIX C A3bIKOM CTPaHbl, @ BcagHMKU BHUMaNU el ¢ nJameHem
B cepale n 61eckom B rnasax. Meppu nnakan, ctos y NoAHOXKUA KypraHa. — Mpouwante, TeogeH, — NPOLLENTan OH,
KOrAa necHA KoH4Yuaach, — Bbl Bblan gns meHA oTUOM, XOTs U Heaonro. MpouwaiTe!

A nocne storo B 3onotom [popue B dgopace 6bin BeanKMiA nup. domep oduumanbHo 6bin 0bbABNEH
npasuTenem PUCTaHUW, M NPUCYTCTBYIOLLME NOAHAAN YaLIW B ero YecTb. [locsie nevanbHbix 3a60T norpebeHus Bce
C PafoCTblo YCAbIWANAM, YTO HOBbIM MpPaBUTENb OTAAET CBOK CEcTpPy JOBWUH B KeHbl Papamupy, npasuTento
NTtunmeHa. CoeanHMB UX PyKKU, domep cKasan: — lNycTb 370 byaeT 3anorom eule 6osee TeCHON ApyxObl mexay
Pucranuen n froHgopom!

Tak cyacTaneo 3aBepwnioCb 3HAKOMCTBO, Ha4aToOE B rocnutane MwuHac TVIpVITa.

AparopH nepebiM UX NO3APABUA U CKa3an:
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— Bbl weapbl, Jomep, ecnum otaaete FOHAOPY Nydllee COKpoBuULLEe PuctaHnu.
D0BUH 3arnsiHyNa emy NPSAMO B rnasa:
— MoxKena MHe c4acTbA, MO BOXAb N UCLLeNIUTEND.

— Al noxenan Tebe cyacTbs B TOT MuUr, Korga ysmngen Teﬁﬂ, — OTBETUN OH. — TBoA PafoCTb — PpagoCTb U ONA
MeHA.

Mocne npasaHecTBa OTbe3XKaBLIME NPOCTUINCH C OCTAOWMMUCA. X066UTbI U 3nbdbl M3 JlopreHa u Pasgona
yKe 6bliM roToBbl K oTbesgy. Papamup n Mmpaxunb octaBanucb B dgopace. OctaBanacb u ApseH. OHa
NPOCTMAACL C OTLOM M BpaTbAMM, HO HUKTO He BMAEN 3TOro npolaHua. Fopbka Bblna 3Ta UX NocneaHAA BCTPeya,
TaK KaK paccTaBa/incb OHM A0 KOHLLA BpeMEH.

Jomep ¢ cecTpoi cepaeUHo NpocTuancb ¢ Meppu, enasa emy BCAYECKOro cyacTbs M Npurnawasn K cebe Kak
apyra. OHW npepgnarannm emy boraTble NOZAPKW, HO OH He 3axXOTen B3ATb HUYEro, KPOME OpYKUs, KoTopoe
nonyunn B PuctaHuu. OT DOBUH OH BCE Ke MPUHAA cepebpsHbllii, Ha 3e/eHON NepeBA3U POr, YKPaLUEeHHbI
M306parKeEHNAMM CKauyLLMX KOHEN.

— Por caenaH pykamu gpeBHUX macTepos u3 MogropHoro LlapcTea, — cKasana OHA, — €ro 3BYKM BCENAIOT
CTpax BO Bparos., a B cepALa Apy3ein — pagocTb U cuay. MycTb 3TOT NOAAPOK HanomuHaeT Tebe o [lepHxesbme U 0
3BYKe APYrux poros, 3By4aBLUMX Ha paccBeTe Ha MenneHoPCKoM paBHUHE.

Meppu NPUHAA NOAAPOK M MOLEN0BaN el PyKy, a OHa 06HANa ero. Ha Tom OHM M paccTanmuce.

N3 3p0paca AparopH M ero CNyTHMKK OTNPaBMANCL B A0ANHY ArnapoHaa, B 3amMoK XopHe, 1 Npobbian Tam
ABa aHA. Tam Jleronac ucnoaHun obelaHme, gaHHoe M'mmaun, n oHn Bmecte nobbisann B Mepuatowmx MNewepax;
HO KOrga OHW BbIWAW OTTYyAa, 3/1b¢ OblN MOMYAAMB, @ HA BCE BOMPOCHI OTBETUA TO/IbKO, YTO OH HE MOXKET HaUTU
CNOB M NepeaaTb YBMAEHHOE.

— CnbIxaHHOE N1 geno, 4Tobbl y 3nbda He HalwIoChb 0B, — J06aBMA OH, Kayas ro/IoBOM, — HO NOCMOTPUM,
yTo BYAET, KOraa Mbl C HUM nobbiBaem B Jlecy daHropHa.

Ha nyTv oTpsg AparopHa caenan ocTaHoBKy B CKanbbypre, 4Tobbl noftoboBatbea genamm aHToB. OT KobLa
CTeH BOKpyr OpTxaHKa He 0CTafoch U C/iega; BCe NPOCTPAHCTBO BHYTPU 6bl10 NPeBpaLLeHOo B Caj, @ BOKPYr bawHu
CTOAI0 YNCTOE, NPEKPACHOE 03eP0o, B KOTOPOM OHa OTparkanach, Kak B 3epkase. C Toro mecTa, rae Korga-to 6oiim
BOPOTa, OHW Nt060BaMCh 03epoM U balwHen. 34ech UX U Hawen cTapbit PaHropH. OH pacckasan 060 Bcem, YTo
npousowno nocae Kpaxa CapymaHa. Cambim BaXKHbIM 6bI10 CparKeHWE C OPKaMM, BO MHOXECTBE HaX/IbIHYBLUMMM
C ceBepa nocne 6esycnewHoro HanageHua Ha JlopueH. OHM HamepeBanWUCb 3aXBaTUTb PUCTaHWIO, HarHaTb U
NcTpebuTtb BolcKo TeoaeHa, AMWb HE33A40/r0 Nepea Tem Bbilellee Ha noMmoLlb FoHaopy. OpKKM Bbian cBMpPENDI,
HO HEMHOTME YLIAWN OT SHTOB }KMBbIMK, 4a U Te NOYTH BCe Normban B Peke.

[pyraa HoBOCTb 6bl1a 60/1ee TPEBOXKHOW:

— CapymaHa B 6awHe 6onblue He 6bin10. MoAb3ysACb OCTaTKaMM KOJA0BCKOM CUJbl CBOETO roJ/10ca, Yaposaen
ybeaun daHropHa BbINYCTUTb €ro U3 3aTOYEHUS, @ CTAPbIV 3HT He II0OWN AeprKaTb B KNETKe HUKOTO, U He CYuTan
b6osnbwe CapymaHa OMACHbIM, TaK YTO MO3BOMUA emMy yilTu. Bmecte ¢ CapymaHom ywen puma: cBA3aHHble
B3aMMHOM HEHABUCTbIO, OHU BbIIM HEPA3/TYYHbI.

— fl otobpan y Hero Knoum OpTxaHKa, — ckasan ®aHropH 1 nogan Katoum AparopHy. — lymato, HUKTO M3 Bac
60/blle HUKoraa He yBMAMT ero. — OAHaKo B 3TOM OH owwnbancs.

JNleronac 1 MMM pewmnan nosepHyTb Ha ceBep M 4Yepes Jlec PaHropHa BepPHYTbCA KaxAplid K CBOemy
Hapoay.
— WNaem co mHol, Tumaun. B necy sHTOB Tbl YBUAMLLIb TaKMe AepeBbs, Kakux 6o/blue HET HUTAe B MUpPE.

fvmnan cornacmnaca, XoTa, KOHeYHo, 6e3 ocoboro 9HTY3Ma3ma.

— Hy, BOT 1 pacxoauTca Hall oTpAa, — B340XHYA AparopH. — Ho s Hagetoch, YTO Bbl CKOPO BEPHETECh KO MHe
8 FOHA0P C MOMOLLbIO, KOTOPYIO 0bBeLanu.

—Mpunaem, ecnn NO3BOAAT HALLUM NPaBUTENN, — CTENEHHO oTBeTUN umnaun.— Hy, npouwainte, mou Aobpble
X066uTbI! Tenepb Bbl 61aronony4yHO BepHETECh AOMOM M MHe 6o/blue He NPUAETCS He cnaTb MO HOYam M3-3a Bac.
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Mbl byaem nocbinatb BecTU Apyr Apyry, Ho, 6otocb, Ham 60/blue HMKoraa bonble He cobpaTbca BMecTe, Kak
ceitvac! Mpouwaitte!

fmmnun 1 Jleronac yexann. 3Ta napa Bo3poAuna ApPeBHIO ApPYyKOy rHOMOB U 3nbdoB, M FOBOPAT, Koraa
Neronacy npuwna nopa otnpasutca 3a Mope, TO ¢ HUM — e AUHCTBEHHbIN U3 BCEX THOMOB — OTNpPaBuaca MMmau.
JT1a 6blna AOCTOMHaA Harpafa 3a BepHyl ApYKOy M 3a TO, YTO OH KOrAa-To, He 3a/lyMbiBaAcb, OTAan cepaue
Bnagblumue bnharocnoseHHoro Kpas.

[Janbwe BCagHWKM HaNpaBWaUCb K PucTaHuiickomy Yuwenbto. Tam, rae MUH Korga-to cMOTpesn B KaMeHb
OpTxaHKa, AparopH nNpocTuacAa ¢ HUMKU. XobbuTam Taxkeno 6bl10 paccTaBaTbCA C TaKMM Apyrom. OHU CTObKO
NPOLUAN BMECTE...

— XoTenocb 66l U MHE MMeTb TaKOl KameHb, YToObl BUAETL Apy3ei M pa3roBapuBaTb MHOFAA C HUMM, —
B340XHYA lNnH.

— He TaK y» HeoCylLLecTBUMO TBOe XeflaHue, — ycmexHynca AparopH.— ManaHTup OpTxaHKa ocTaetcs Y
MEHA, a Tbl, KAK MHE NOMHUTCA, pbilapb foHAOpa. HMKTO He ocBoboxKaan Teba oT 3Tol cayXbbl. Ceivac Tbl B
OTMNYyCKe, HO MOXellb CHOBa MOHaZobutbca MHe. A Bac, goporue Apysbs, — 406aBMA OH, yNblibasch, — 8 NpoLly
NOMHUTb, YTO MOW HapPO/, XUBET Ha CeBepe, N Koraa-HMbyab A No6bIBako Tam.

Motom AparopH npoctuaca c¢ CanepbepHom u lanagpuanbio. Bragplumua noxkenana emy cyYacTbA M
mMmyapoctu, a CanepbepH cKasan:

— MpowwaiTte, InboGuHUT. MNycTb Bawa cyabba byaeT Nyywe moel, U NycTb Balle COKPOBWLLE OCTAHETCA C
BaAMM.

Ha aTom oHM pacctanuch. bbin Yac 3akaTta, U Koraa xo66utbl 06epHyAnch, To yBuaenu Bnactutens MfoHaopa,
CTOABLUErO Ha XOJIME B OKPYXEHUU CBOMX pbiliapeit. B 3aKaTHOM orHe Aocnexu cMaau 30/10ToM, a 6enblit naay
AparopHa 6unca Ha BeTpy Kak naamaA. OH NPOLLaNbHO B3MaxXHY/N PYKOM, M Haf HUM NpocusAna ApKas 3eneHas
3Be34a. ITO /ly4 CONHLA OTpa3mu/caA oT rpaHei ManaHTmpa.

Wan gHu. NMyTHUKKW HETOpONIMBO ABUrannce Bonb M3eHa. Mo npasyto pyKy Tenepb TAHY/INCb B OTAANEHUMU
XpebTbl TymaHHbIX [op.

Kak-To Ha 3aKaTe, MMHOBaB TycTble Nneca NpPearopuii, OHW BbIW/M HA PaBHUHY WU 34eCb BCTPETUAU ABYX
CTpaHHMKOB. Bug y oboux 6bin Kankuii. Bnepean, onnpancb Ha Nocox, waraa cTapuk, obnayeHHbl B ObiBLIKE
Korga-to 6enbimu noxmotbA. Cnesom TalMAcA, C XHblKaHbeM W 6eccBA3HbIM HGOpPMOTaHMEM, COrbeHHbIN
TWeAYLWHbIA HULWNA.

— Kyaa nyTb agepub, CapymaH? — HErpOMKO OKAUKHYA MHAaNbO.
CapymaH, a 370 6bl1 UMEHHO OH, 31106HO oLLepuUACcA.
— A Tebe uTo 3a Aeno? Mano Tebe moero nageHua, Tol Tenepb byaellb yKasblBaTb, KyAa MHe UATU?

— Hert, CapymaH. fl 6onblie He paboTato. Tenepb Bce 3a60Tbl NPUHAA HAa CBOM NAEYU KOPOAb. HKasb, YTo Tbl
He goxkaancs ero B OpTxaHKe. Tbl 6bl OWYTMA HA cebe ero MygpocTb U Muaocepame.

—Tem 60nee 6b110 NPUUMH YITU, — }KMBO BO3pa3ua CapymaH, — A He HYXKAACb HU B TOM, HU B APYyrom. A Ha
TBOW BOMPOC, TaK U BbITb, 0TBeYy. MO NyTb NEXKMT NPOYb M3 3TOr0 MMUpa.

—OnAaTtb Tbl cbunca ¢ A4oporn, — B3AOXHYA [3HAANbY, U TBOE MyTelecTBMe — HanpacHas TpaTa BPemeHMW.
MocnyLwan, mbl moran 6b6l noMmoub Tebe...

— BbI? MHe? — npepBan ero CapymaH. — Mocaywai, He Hago cMesaTbCA. YK /lydlle Npoao/iKaiTe HeHaBUAETb
MeHsi. A Bam He poBepsAlo, ocobeHHO BOT TOW BAaAbluMue 3/1bPOB, — OH KMBHY/A B CTOPOHY lanagpwvanb. — A
yBEpPEH, 3TO €€ KO3HM CBE/IM HallKM J0POru, 3TO OHa XOTesla NopagoBaTb BaC MOUMM YHUKeHMeM. Hago mHe 6bino
paHblue coobpasuTb, YK A 6bl IULWMA BAC 3TOTO YA0BO/bCTBUS.

— CapymaH! — monsuna lanagpuane.— Tbl UM BNpaBay Aymaelb, YTO Yy MyApbIX TOAbKO W Aena, yto
npecnegosatb Teba? MNoimun, Tebe NnpeacTaBU/ICA C/yYai, CHACT/IMBbLINM LWAHC, HO 3TOT WaHC — nocaeaHuii. pyroro
He byperT.

— Hy, ecan nocnegHuin, Torga Bce B nopsafke, — A3BUTeNIbHO oTo3sanca CapymaH. — o KpaliHelt mepe, He
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npuaetca 60blle OTKa3bliBaTbCA OT BallMX MUAOCTEN. [ycKail MOU Haaedbl He onpasAannchb, HO M BalMMK A
WTb He HamepeH. Ecan oHM, KOHEYHO, OCTaNUCh Y Bac, — 3106HO A06aBuA OH.

Ha mur rnasa ero BCMbIXHY/IN.

— Bnepepg! XBatut 60nTaTh! — BOCKANKHYAN OH. — Bbl camun norybunu cebs, 6e3ymupl, 1 3HaeTe 3TO He XyXKe
MmeHsA. Fae 6bl A HU CKMTANCA, MbIC/Ib O TOM, YTO Bbl, pa3pyLlas Mo AOM, paspyluaeTe U cBon, byaeT A0CTaBNATb
MHe ypaoBoibCcTBME. Ha 4yem Bbl oTnpaBuTecb 3a mope? Ha cepom Kopabne, nosHom npuspakos? — OH
PacXoXoTanca XyTKMM CMEXOM M MHY/1 NPUKOPHYBLUEro 6b110 NPAMO B NPULOPONKHOM MblJIN CBOEFO CNYTHMKA.— A
HYy, Tbl, MUAWNOT, BCTaBan, wesenucb! Ecam aTum rocnogam no Hpasy Halwa gopora, Mbl novwem cebe apyryro!
MoBopaumBaiica, a TO Tbl HE NOAYUMULLb HA YKUH HU KOPKM!

Huwuit 3acyeTnnca v sanpuumTan:

— beaHbiit cTtapoit Tpuma! beagHbin ctapbin Fpuma! Bcerga ero 6b10T, Bcerga obukatot! Ox, KaKk s ero
HeHaBuXy! Kak 6bl MHe xoTenocb n3baBuTca oT Hero!

— Hy n octasb ero, — nocoseTtoBan HAaNbOD.

OpaHaKo 'prma TO/IbKO CO CTPAXOM B3IIAHYA HA HEro U BbICTPo 3aceMeHmnn Beaes 3a CapyMaHoOM.
Bosne xo661TOB CapymaH OCTaHOBUACA.

OHM CMOTPENN Ha HEero C *KanocTblo.

— A-a, HeBblCOKANKKM! N Bam N06OMLITHO MOrNAAETb Ha YHUXeHWe cTapuKa? Bam Beab HeT gena Ao ero
HagobHocTel, Tak? Y Bac-TO HU B 4em HeT HyApbl, Kak 8 Buxy! W epa, n ogesxkaa, scero saosonb... Moau, u
TabauoK nmeetca. TaK He noskaayeTe v Ha TPYBOUKY HULLEMY CTPaHHUKY?

— A 6bl gan, Aa HeTy y MeHs, — C CoXKaneHmem ckasan dpogo.

— MocToi-Ka,— Meppu cnewmunca u ctan WapuTb B CeaeNbHON cymKe. — Y MeHs rae-1o 6bi1. Bo3bmu, 4To
€CTb. — OH NPOTAHYA CapyMaHy KMCET. — ITO M3 3anacoB, KOToPble Mbl HaWw/M B CKanbbypre.

— Mo Tabayok, moi!— xpunno Bckpuyan CapymaH, XxBaTaa KuceT. OH MOKNOHWMACA C W3AEBKOW. —
OrpabneHHomy BbIOMpaTb He Npuxoautcs. Ecan rpabutenn XoTb YTO-TO BEPHYT, U TO XOpOLO. TONbKO BpAg n
Tebe noiaeT Ha nonb3y Aobpo u3s Ckanbbypra. Joma-To y TebA Aena He TaK XOPOoLlUU, Kak XOTesocb bbl, TaK MHe
aymaeTcs.

— Bot Tebe u pas! — yamsunca Meppu. — 3To Tbl BMecCTO cnacnbo, 3HaumT. [aBaii-Ka KMCeT Hasad, OH He 13
Ckanbbypra. MNepecbinb TabaK Kyga-HMbyab K cebe.

— CBow ntoau, coutemca, — noamurHyn CapymaH, CyHy/a KMCeT 3a nasyxy, ewe pas nHya Fpumy u 6bIcTpo
3awaran K necy.

— BoT yK rpabutens, Tak rpabutens, — NPpUCBUCTHYA MUH.

— [la nagHo Bam, — 03abo4yeHHO oTo3Banca Cam. — MeHA BOT OUYeHb BCTPEBOXKWUAN €ro C1oBa NpPo TOo, KakK Y
Hac goma. Hago 6bl nockopeit Tyaa...

— KoHeuHo, — cornacuncs ®poao, TosbKO CHayana Hago Bce-Takm nosuaaTtb bunbbo. Yto 66l Tam HM BbiNo, a
A wnay B Pasgon.

— MNpaBunbHO, — NoaaepX*an ero MHAaNbY U COKPYLUEHHO NOKayan ronosol. — begHsara CapymaH! Botoce,
YTO TYT y¥Ke HuYero He nogenaewwb. OH coBcem 3aBAN. HO Ha KaKylo-HMBYyAb MENKyl MakoCTb elle BMoJjHe
crnocobeH.

Ctoan ceHTABpPL, NOpa 30/10TbIX AHEN U cepebpaHbIX HOYel. B 0gHO ACHOE YyTPO CO CTOAHKM Ha BepLlunHe
XO0JIMA NYTHWKW YBUAENN OANEKO Ha BOCTOKE TPWU CHEXKHbIE BEPLUMHbI, NOgHMMAOWMECA Noj caMble obnaka. 3To
66111 ®aHymnHxon, Cenenbop n Kapagpac. 3HaumT, oHM gocturavm Mopuu.

Otcioga CanepbepH M Managpuanb A0MKHbI BblIM CBEPHYTb Ha BOCTOK, B CBOK CTpaHy. OHM ylWwAKM TaK
[OaneKo Ha 3anag NoTomy, YTO MM elle O MHOFOM Hago 6bl10 MNOroBopUTh C MHAANLGOM M DAPOHAOM, U OHU
Meanuau paccraBatbes. Korga xo66uTbl 3acbinanu, mMygpble 4acTo MPOCUMKMBAAM HOYM HamposeT, obcyxKaas
cynbbbl Cpeamsembs. HO cnyyaliHbI NYTHUK, B3MAHYBLUMIA Ha HUX HEHApPOKOM, yBUAen 6bl TONbKO cepble
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HenoaBu»XHble (bVIprbI, NoXoXune Ha ApeBHNe KaMeHHble N3BaAHUA. OH He paccabiwan Obl Hu4ero, nbo oHU He
roBOpPUIN BCNYX, TOZTIbKO r1a3a CBETUTNUCL U BCMNbIXMUBAIN, KOrAa OHU 06MeHNBaNNCb MbICASIMMU.

B KOHUE KOHLLOB 4Yac pa3nyku Hactynua. CanepbepH v Manaapmanb O CBOMMM CYTHUKAMKU OTNPaBMANCL B
JNlopuaH. Ux cepble naawm 66ICTPO Ucue3nu cpeamn KamHeit. OCTaBLIMECA CTOANM HA XOJIME U A0ATO CMOTPENN UM
BC/eA, A0 Tex Mop NoKa B CrywWaBLWIMXCA CYMepKax He CBEPKHyNa B nocneaHuii pas 6enas nckpa. Ppogo noHan,
YTO 370 — HaMH Ha pyKe [anagpunanm, NOAHATON B NOCAEAHEM MPOLLAHNN.

I'IpMu.len B NyTn Be4vep, Koraa CNyTHUKM ysnagennm OrHu Pasgona. OHM MMHOBANAU MOCT, 1 CKOpo OI'pOMHbIﬁ
3aMOK HAaNoOJIHUACA CBETOM, PaAOCTbIO, NECHAMMU.

EaBa chnewmBlWKCh, Aaxke He cbpocuB nnallel, Xo66uTbl KMHYAUCh UCKaTb Bunbbo, M Hawnu ero nepen
KaMMHOM B ero KomHaTe. OH Apeman, Koraa OHW BOLW/IM, HO NPOCHYJICA U oYeHb MM 0bpagoBsancs.

B npekpacHom xunauuie dnpoHaa xob6uTbl NpoBenn NATHaAUaTb AHel, 6e3 ycTaan pacckasbiBaa bunbbo o
CBOMX MPUK/IOYEHMAX, O BCEM, YTO BUAENN U Nepexuan. OH Cywan BHUMATENbHO, HO 4acTo Nocpean paccKasa
3aapembiBan. OH 6bln He NPOCTO cTap, a ApeBeH, KoabLo 60/blie He NUTAN0 CBOE CUIOK 3TO APAX/IOE TENO.

OaHaxabl yTpom Ppoao B3rAAHYA B OKHO M YBUAEN Ha BETBAX MHel. Toraa oH MOHAA, YTO Mopa yesxkaTb
oTctoga. Moroaa bbina TMXas U ACHas, HO BblN yXKe OKTABPb, CKOPO AOJIXKHbI BbINM HAYaTbCA AOKAM U X0N043, a
nyTb NPeACTOAN elle AaAbHUN. U noyemy-To OH BCMOMHW 0 goMe ¢ TpeBoroi. OKasanock, U Cam AymaeT TaK ke
N TaK JKe TPEBOMKMUTCA.

®poao noroBopua ¢ INPOHAOM, U peLleHo Bbi10 BbiexaTb Ha ciegytouiee yTpo. C HUMK, K UX BEIUKOW
pagocTu, pewun exatb U MHAaNbO.

Ha npowaHue Bbunbb6o nogapun cBoemy MNEMAHHWKY BCE HAKOMWBLLUMECA YEPHOBMKM W MOMPOCKA
Korga-Hubyab NpUBECTM UX B MOPAAOK.

— W npuBe3un NoTom nokasaTb MHe,— NONPOCKUI OH.— [OCMOTPUM, KaK Y Teba noaydmTcs...

®poao obewan npuexatb Kak MOXHO cKopee. Ho Korga Ha ciegyloliee yTPO OHW y:Ke 6bliM roToBbI
TPOHYTLCA B NyTb, INPOHZA 0TO3BaN PPoLo B CTOPOHY M TUXO CKasa:

— A aymato, ®pogo, UTo Bam He CTOMT BO3BpaLLaThcA cioaa. Korga-Hnbyab oceHbio, Koraa Aepesbs b6yayT
CTOATb B HarpsaHLe 1 30/10Te, NoMLUTe-Ka Aydwe bunbbo B Bawwmnx necax. U a byay ¢ HUM.

MoKunHyB Pa3gon, xo6butbl B conpoBoKaeHUM MHAaNAbda NOBEPHYIN HAaKOHEL, B CTOPOHY Xo66uTaHuu. Um
OYeHb XOTe/I0Cb MOCKOpee BEPHYTbCA AOMOM, HO Ppoao BAPYr OWYTUA CUAbHOE HegomoraHuwe. Korga vm
NpULWIOCh NepenpasaaTbca Bbpos Yepes becHoBaTylo, OH € TPYAOM Ha 3TO pewwncsa. Becb geHb OH mMonyan, u
TO/IbKO Beyepom, Korga MHaanbd 3aroBopua ¢ HAM, NOXKanoBasnca Ha 60/1b B paHEHOM M/1e4e U X004 B cepaue.
M Torga oHW BCMOMHWMAMN, YTO KaK pas B 3TOT AeHb Koponb-TNpuspak paHun XpaHuTens Ha 3aBepTu.

Ho notom emy cTano ny4dle, OHM NOTOPONUAM KOHel 1 6e3 npukatoveHnin goctmram bpu. Tenepb o goma
6b1710 pyKoOM NoaaTtb. 34eCb OHU BNEPBbLIE YC/bIWAMM BECTU O KAKUX-TO 3/1bIX YYKEeCTPaHLUAX, XO3ANHUYAOLWMNX B
Xo66uTaHuKM, n 3aToponuance ewe 6onbe. OcobeHHo Becnokounca Cam, y HEFO M3 rO/I0Bbl HE LWNA KapTUHA,
yBuaeHHaa B 3epKane Managpunanu 8 JlopueHe.

B Tom necy, rae oHu 336ﬂyAMJ'IVICb Korga-to, Ha4nHasnA cBOM ,D,aJ'IEKMVI nyTb, |_3H,£l,al'lbd) NPOCTUACA C HUMMN.

— Y MeHs 34ecb N06/1M30CTH ecTb APY3bsA, CTapble APy3bA, C KOTOPbIMU A AaBHO He BUAeACcA. Ham ecTb 0 Yem
NnoroBopuTb. Xo66uTaHMM A 6onblue He HyKeH. Bbl MHOrOMY HayyuMauCb M CO CBOMMM Aenamu MNpPeKpacHo
ynpasuTecb camu. Moe Bpems KOHYMNOCb: A CAenan BCE, YTO XOTeA, U YTO AO0/KeH 6bln caenath. [a n Bam,
aoporue mou, He NoHagobuTca 6oblie HUYbA MOMOLLb. Bbl BbIpoC/aK. BbIpoCAM HACTONbLKO, YTO A 6onblue He
60toCcb HM 3a Bac, HK 3a Bal Hapog,. MpowaiTe! — oH noBepHyn bennasopa, KOHb cAeNan OrPOMHbIN CKa4YoK M
yMUanca, Kak setep.

X066uTbI 4ONTO CMOTPENN eMY BCAEL.

— BoT mbl 1 ocTtanucb BYETBEPOM, KaK KOrga-t1o, — CKasan MeppM. — MHe KaXeTca, Mbl Cnanu U BUAENN COH,
M TOJIbKO Tenepb NpocCbinaemca.

— A MHe, — OoTO3BasncA CDpo,a,o, — KaXXeTcCA, 4YTO Mbl HaO60pOT, OnNATb 3acCbiNaem.
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14. CHOBA JOMA

InyboKoM Houblo, NpPoApOriune 1 yctanble, NMyTHUKKM Aobpanncb HakoHel, A0 bpeHamaynmckoro mocra. 3a
HUM HauMHanacb y>ke Xob66uTaHUA. 34ech MX BCTPETUa nepBas HeOoMKMAAHHOCTb. [onepek MocTa M3 KoHLa B
KOHeLl, BbICMANCb Kpemnkue BOPOTa, YTbiKaHHble MeTa//IMYeckMmu Wwunnamu. Ha tom Bepery peku BUAHENAUCH
HECKO/IbKO HOBbIX JOMOB — [ABYX3Ta)KHbIX, C Y3KUMW MPAMOYIro/ibHbIMM OKHamMK, 6e3 BCAKUX YKpalueHuin. Bug y
[AOMOB 6bl1 MPaYHbIi, COBCEM He XOBBUTCKUIA BUA,

[py3ba A0OAr0 CTy4anu B BOPOTA, M HEMNOHATHO 6b10, TO AN UX HE CAbIWAT, TO AN U CAblWATb HeEKomy. Ho
NOTOM HEOXWMAAHHO rae-To 61M3Ko NPoTPybuAa por, B OMax Koe-rae MosiBUACA CBET, a MOTOM WM Yeli-To rosioc
NPOKPUYaAN U3 TEMHOTbI:

— i, KTO Tam? YxoauTe oTciogda!l He BuAauTe, 4To /IM, Tam Xe HanucaHo: «OT BOCXo4a A0 3aKaTa BXOf,
BOCMNPELLEHY.

— [1a 4TO TYT pasrnaamiub B Takoh TemHoTe! — KpuKHyAN B oTBeT Cam.— YTo 3a aena? M3-3a KakoM-TO Haanmucu
x0661Tam 13 Xob66uTaHMM BCIO HOYb TOpPYaTb Ha MocTy! YK ecaun A ee pasrnsxKy, HaANWUCb Bally, NepBbIM Ae/10M
nopey B Kaoyba!

He ycnen oH cKasaTb 3TO, KaK M3 IeBOr0 AOMAa BbiCbinana Toana Xo66MToB ¢ poHapaMU. Koe-KTo cTynun
6bI10 Ha MOCT, HO, YBUAEB NyTeLecTBEHHUKOB, OCTaHOBUACA.

— Hy, yto BCTann? — KpMKHyn Meppu, NpUsHaB 04HOrO U3 HUX. — I, X0b6 CeHoBas, Tbl YTO, HE Y3HAN MEHS,
yto n? 310 A, Meppn BpeHamsalik. A Tbl YTO 34eChb Aenaellb, M BOOBLLE, YTO TyT y Bac TBOPUTCA?

— baTtowku! Mactep Meppu! Boipoc-To Kak! — yameunca ctapbin Xob6 CeHoBan.— U ogeT poBHO ana 6UTBbI...
A roBOpWIM — HEe TO Bbl YMEP/IU, HE TO CTMHYAN B BeKoBeYHOM necy! Hy, Aa A paj, YTo *KMBbI, 3HAUUT.

— BoT u xopowwo, 4To pag, — KpUKkHYA Meppu.— OTKpbIBali NOXKMBEE, BUAMLLb BeAb, YTO Mbl C goporu!
— MNpowy npouieHnsa, mactep Meppu, — OCTOPOXKHO, HO TBEPAO OTBETUA X0O, — HO Y Hac NpPuMKas.

— Yero-yero? Kakoi Takoi npukas? Yeir?

— MNpeasoantena.

—JTO KOro e Tbl MMeelWwb B BMAY? — cnpocun o3agadeHHo Ppogo v sapyr pgoraganca.— He Jlotro nm
Nakowenb-TopbuHca?

— [a, BbIXOAMT, YTO TaK, rocnoauH TopbuHc, — NpokpaxTen Xob.— ToAbKO Tenepb Ham BeNeHO FrOBOPWUTb
MpeaBsoauTens, u Bce TyT.

—Hy un Hy!— passen pykamu ®Ppoao.— YTo-TO pPOACTBEHHWYKM COBCEM OT PyK OTOMAKMCH, MOpa Ha MecTo
CTaBUTb.

Fonoca 3a BOpoTamm Kak obpesano.

—He cnea roBoputb TaK, Aobpa He OydeT,— MNPOMONBMA HaKOHeu, oAMH M3 Xx066MTOB, — KaK Obl
MpeasoauTenb 0 TOM He nNpocabilwan. A byaeTe WymeTb — rpomaaunHy pasbyaure.

— [a yx pasbyanm, byap yBepeH. 3To 4To e, Mpeasoauntenb Habpan cebe vyKakoB U3 Aa/ibHUX 3EMENb U
3nogencteyeT TyT? Toraa Mbl B camblii pas nogocnenn. — OH COCKOYMA C KOHA, COApan C BOPOT 3/10MOAYYHYIO
HaAnucb, NopBsan B KJAOYKM M Bpocun yepes BopoTa. Xo66UTbI OTCTYNUAM, U BMAHO 6blA0, YTO OTKPbIBaTb He
cobupatoTca.

— A Hy, MuH, Bnepesa!— BOCKAMKHYN Meppu. — BaBoem cnpaBuMMCA. — M OH MUTOM NepemMaxHy/ Yepes BOpoTa.
Xo66uTOB KaK BETPOM CAY/O0.
CHoBa 3a3Byy4an por. B aBepHOM npoeme NpaBoro Aoma nosBUAACb BbICOKas, rpy3Has purypa.

—JT0 elle YTO? — BOpPYan He3HaKomel, noaxoasa.— Bopora nomatb? BoT A Bam celyac liewn
noceBopayMBatlo! — HO TYyT OH 3aMeTMN MeUM B pyKax Xo66MTOB 1 OCTaHOBU/CA.

— A-a, BOT OHO 4TO, — Mpe3puTenbHO npoueann Meppu, — BUT OCUHHUMK, CTapblii 3HaKOMbIM. OTKpbiBal
KMBO, @ TO MHe NpuaeTcs Teba NnoToponuTb. A Kak OTKpOeLb, AU U He OCTaHaB/MBaNcA. A Teba XopoLwo 3Hato,
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TaK YTO Nyylle He BO3BpaLalics, noaseL, Tbl STaKMiA.
MokonebaBwmMcb, OCUHHUK OTKPbLIST BOPOTA.
— [aBaw kntoun! — npukasan Meppu.

Ho TyT OCMHHMK NOBKO WMbIFTHYA MMMO HEro B BOPOTa M Cpasy ucye3 B TemMHoTe. bonblie 0 Hem B
XobbUTaHUN He cabIXanu.

—lagHo, — npoBopyan Meppu, — c npegBoguTeNieM yBUAUMCA NonosKe. I, Xob, rge Tol Tam? A cmoTpio,
«3onotoi LLlecTok» cHecnun, 4Tobbl 3TW ypoaMHbI NOocTpouTb. Hy, camun BUMHOBATLI. Mpuaetca Bam pasmeLLaTtb Hac
raoe XxotuTe.

— MNpowy npoweHuns, mactep Meppu, — ckazan Xob NOYTUTENBHO, — HO HE MOYKHO 3TO.
—YTO «HE MOXKHO»

— locTelt NpUHUMATD, NULWY TPaTWUTb, U BOObLLE...

— [la uTo e 3T0 Takoe? — nsymmaca Meppu.

—ToA,4To N 6bIN HEeYPOXKAMHBIM?

— [a HeT. log, 6b1n 4TO HAAO. M NULWM MHOFO BbIPOCA0. BOT TONBKO He 3Haem, YTO C Hel NOTOM CTano. ITO
BCce «cOOpWMKMY» N «pa3aenblmkm». CobupaTb-TO OHM COBMPatOT, @ BOT HAaCcYeT TOro, YTobbl AENINTb — HE OYEHb...
TaK 4To 60/bLUIYIO YacTb COBPAHHOIO Mbl U HE BUAENN.

— NagHo, — npepsan ero M1H. — 3To Tbl HAM NOTOM paccKakewsb. CnaTb e xo4eTcs, cua HeT! Ega y Hac cosA
ecTb. [laBaliTe KOMHaTy Nt0OYLO, @ Tam pasbepemcs.

X066uTbl Yy BOPOT ABHO pacTepsancb. Ho HUKTO He OCMenunscs NMPoTMBOPEYUTL BOOPYMKEHHbIM A0 3yHoB
POC/AbIM U BAACTHLIM MyTeLeCTBEHHUKAM.

®poao senen BHOBb 3anepeTb BopoTa. [1061M30CTH, Cyaa NO BCeMy, MOMIN OKa3aTbCA pasHble 3/104en, Tak
YTO CTParka-TO Hy)Ha BCe paBHO. 3aTem YeTBepO ApPy3el HanpaBUAWUCb B CTOPOXEBOW AOM, M, HECMOTPA Ha
6e3pafoCTHOE BHYTPeHHee yBpaHCTBO, MOCTapaaMCb PACMONOMKUTLCA C BO3SMOMKHbIM ya06cTBOM. CTEHbI BHYTPM
6bINKN yBelaHbl BCEBO3MOXKHbIMM 3anpeLLaowmmm Hagnucamm u MNpasuanamu. MUK nepebiM a4esiom o0b6opBan ux
Bce. MBa He OKa3anocCb, eAbl KOT Hamnakaja, HO y MYyTHMKOB MMEANCb CBOW mpwunacbl, n MNWH cpasy Hapywun
Mpasuao Homep 4, NogKapvB Ha OrHe ABYXAHEBHbIN 3anac. MecTHbIX X066MUTOB TOXKe YroCcTUAMN.

— BoT Tenepb, — noTAHyAcA MWH, Koraa Apy3bs YTOAUAN FON04, — XOPOLLO Bbl TPYOOUKY, N MOXKHO NOC/YLIATb
npo Balwwu gena.

— Het Tenepb TabaKa,— COKpyLleHHO noKayan ronosoit Xob6 CeHoBan. — Tonbko ana aogein Mpeasoantens.
3anacbl 4aBHO KOHYMAKUCH, a JlOTTO...

— Monuu, monun, Xob!— 3aKkpmyanm cpasy HECKONIbKO rosocoB.— Tbl }Ke 3Haelb, YTO OblBaeT 3a Takue
pasrosopsbl. Jonaet ao Npeasoautens — HenNpuATHocTel He obepelubes!

— [1a He gonaeT, ecau cpeam Bac HeT npegartenei! — ropayo BOCKANKHYA X06.

— Ox, Hagoeno! — cTyKHyn Kynakom no ctony Cam. — Hu Tebe fo6po noxkanosaTtb, HW NMBaA, HU Tabauky, Bce
TO/IbKO «MpeaBoaAuTeNb» Aa «npeasoamTenby. [laBanTte cnaTb, yTPo Bevepa MyapeHee.

O4HaKo YyTPOM UX KOaNU HOBble HEOXWAaHHOCTU. BuaHo, y npeasoanTensa 6biavM cBoM cnocobbl y3HaBaTb
HoBocTu. OT 3abpeHann Ao Hopropoaa 66110 AOBPLIX UF TPUALAETL, A3 U TO MO NPAMOW, HO KTO-TO He MoAeHWUCcA
npoAenatb 3TOT NYTb CPeAM HOUM. ..

HuKakux onpegeneHHbIX MAAHOB Yy HalMX Apy3er He 6bino. OHM cobupanuchb 3arnaHyTb CHavana B
3aitropoga, nepenoxHyTb, HO BCTPETUB Takue Aena B 3abpeHamnu, pelnnm gsmratbca npamo B Hopropoa. BeTpa He
6b110, AeHb BblAANCA CEPEHbKUI U TPYCTHbIN, MecTa BOKPYr BbIrnfAeny 3abpolleHHbIMU, Koe-rae BUAHEeAUChb
Aae cneabl NOXKapos.

Opones 3a AeHb QUM ABaduaTb, OHW K Beyepy Aobpanucb A0 JlarywaTHUKA, HebONbLIOK AepeByLIKU Y
aoporu. YyTb fanblie Ao/KeH bbbl pacnonaraTbCs NPUAOPONKHBIM TPAaKTUP «MnaByyee 6peBHO». B HemM 1 pewman
3aHo4yeBaTb. OAHaAKo, He TyT-To 6bin0. MNoabexaB K BOCTOYHOM OKpauHe AepeBHW, OHWU YyBUAENW, YTO A0pora
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neperoposkeHa, a Ha 601bLLIOK AOCKe BbiBeAeHa KopaBas Haanucb «lMpoxoaa HeT».

Mo Ty CTOPOHY 3aropoAKu WX noaxkuaana 6osblas rpynna CTPaHHO OAeTbiX X066WMTOB, C MepbAMM Ha
Wwasnax u ¢ agybuHkamu B pykax. Ppogo ¢ TpyZomM MPUMNOMHWI, YTO TaK BbIrNAL4eNN KOraa-To wuppudbl —
BHYTPEHHAA noanumna XobbutaHuu. 3aecb Ux cobpanock 6osblue, Yem BblI0 33 BCHO UCTOPULO CTPaHbl. Bua y HUx
6bIn BaXKHbIM M FPO3HbIN, HO Ype3Bbl4aMHO HENemMbIN.

— 370 eLLe YTO 33 HOBOCTU? — rPOMKO cnpocun (Dpvo, NCNbITbiBaA CUZIbHOE XKeJlaHNe PacXoXoTaTbCA.

— DTO 3HAUMT, YTO Bbl aPECTOBAHbI, rOCNOgUH TOPOMHC! — TOP!KECTBEHHO MPOM3HEC HAYa/bHUK WNPPUGOB,
OT/IMYABLIMIACA OT OCTa/IbHbIX ABYMS MepbaMM Ha wnsne. — Bbl 06BMHAETECH BO B3/1I0ME BOPOT, B HapylleHWUU
npaBw/, B HanaZeHUM Ha NPUBPATHMKOB, B CMaHbe B HEMOJIOKEHHOM MEeCTe M MOAKyne CTPaXKM NocpescTBOM
NN,

— A ewe B4yem? — cnpocun ®pogo.
— DTOro BNOJIHE A4OCTAaTOYHO. — OTBETUA HAaYalbHUK CTPAXKM.

— Bbl ewe Koe-yTo ynyctuan, — ¢bipkHyn Cam. MoskeTe f06aBUTb KenaHue Habutb MpeasoauTento ero
NPbIWABY0 GU3MOHOMMIO, U ELLLE MbIC/Ib O TOM, YTO LWNPPUBI MOXOXKM Ha CTag0 MAMOTOB.

— JTagHo, Mbl 3TO TOKe yuTem. Mo NpuKasy MNpeaBoauTens A JOKEH NepeaaTb Bac ero Joaam.
®poao 1 KoMNaHWA APYHKHO PACXOXOTaUCh.

— He ropogute epyHabl! — oTpesan dpoao, otcmeaswncb.— A xobbuT, 1 y cebs B cTpaHe MAy KyZa Xouy M
Korga xouvy. Ceityac mHe Hago no aenam B Topby-Ha-Kpyye. Ecam 1 Bbl TyAa e, 3TO Balle Aeno.

— OueHb xopowo, rocnoanH TopbUHC, — CKasan HavyalbHUK WNppUdOB, OTOABUIAs NepPeropoaky. — TONbKO
He 3abyabTe, UTO A BaC apecToBall.

— JT0ro A He 3abyay, — otBeTUN Ppogo, — HUKoraa. Ho, moxkeT bbiTb, Korga-HMbyab npouwy Bac. Moka yTo A
HamepeH 0CTaHOBUTLCA B «[11aBydem BpeBHe», Tak He COCTaBMUTE /I MHE KOMMNaHWo?

— 3TO HEBO3MOMHO, rocnoamH TopbuHc. FTOCTUHMLA 3aKpbITa. 34eCb HENoAaNeKy ecTb A0M WUPPUPOB, Mory
npurnacuTb Bac Tyaa.

— Xopouwo, — cornacunca Ppogo. — Maute snepea, a Mbl 3a BamM.
Cam, BHUMATE/IbHO PasrfAblBaBWWIA OTPAL, BAPYT KPUKHY:
— 311, PobuH HopKunHc! NMoaun-Ka ctoga, xouy ¢ ToboM Napon CNoB NepeKknHyTCs.

OavH mn3 wnppudos, pobKo B3rNAHYB Ha HayalbHWMKA, KOTOPbIM XOTb M 6bl1 OYeHb HeAOBO/IEH, HO
BMELLMBATbCA He nocmen, 6okom npubansmaca u Camy, cowegluemy ¢ cegna.

— Cnywai-ka, PobuH, — obpatnnca oH K xobbuty, — Tol Begb M3 Hopropaa. Yto TyT npoucxoamt? Mouyemy
«bpeBHO» 3aKpbIAN?

— OHu BCe Nno3aKpbiBa/n, — TUXO OTBETUN HOpKVIHC.— npeABO,D,VITEIIb He OAOGpﬂeT nuea. C aToro Bce K
Ha4vanocb. A Tak Aymato, 4TO NnBO NPOCTO NOET €ro Argam. M ewe, oH TEPNETb HE MOXET BCAKUX YYXKaAKOB U
CTPaHHUKOB, BCE OHU AO0/1KHbI AB/IATLCA B AO0OM LLIVIppVId)OB n 06'bﬂCHﬂTb, 3a4eM noxKanosanau.

— CTblgHo Tebe A0MKHO 6bITb, POBUH, 3aHMMATBLCA TaKoW epyHAOoN, — yKopun ero Cam. — Tbl Ke, A MOMHIO,
6b11 60/1bLLON OXOTHUK 40 NUBA, A3 U C NPUE3KUMU tobun NoboNTaTb B TPAKTUPUUKE, a?

— [a Beab A TakMM 1 ocTancs, Cam. TONbKO Tbl YK He CyAu CTPOro, YTO A Mory nogenatb? A v B WMppUdbI-TO
nowies, NOTOMY YTO 3TO A4aBa/io BO3MOXHOCTb N06poanTb Mo CTpaHe, NOBMAATb HOBble MecCTa, Aa pasy3HaTb, rae
KaKoe NUBKO BapAaT. A Tenepb-To BCe N0 APYromy.

— Hy Tak 6pocb 310 Aeno, ecan oHo Tebe 6o/bLLE He MO HPaBy.
— Henb3sa Begp...
— [a... Eciv A elwe pas ycbilwy «HEeNb3A», TO paccepyKycb, NoXKanyi,— Habblumnca Cam.

— fl Tebe pacckasaTb HE MOTy,— COBCEM fepeLlen Ha wenot PobKH, — Kak MHe Bce 3TO onpoTueeno. Moxer,
ecnm 6bl Mbl BCe paccepauauch, YTo-HMBYaAb U Bblwno 6bl. Ho, 3Haewb Cam, Bca 6epa B Jliogax, 8 Jlioaax
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Mpeasoamntena. OHW BCIOAY WHbIPAIOT, M YyTb TONbKO KTO-HMBYAb NPOTUB, cpa3y xBaTaloT. CTaporo ByaKkuHca BoT
B3A/1, M3pa /IMHHOHOrO ONATH e, @ NOTOM U eLle MHOTUX. A HeaBHO eLle XyXKe cTano. butb Hayanu.

— TaK KaKoro e newero Tbl Ha HMUX paboTaelb? — B3opBasica Cam.— KTo Tebs nocnan B /larywaTHUK?

— Hukto He nocnan,— opoben HopKuWHC.— Mol TyT, B Aome wnppudos... MNepsbii BocTouHbiit OTpag
Ha3blBaemcA. LUnppndos-to Tenepb MHOro, XoTa 6ONbLWMHCTBO U He No cBoen Bose. Mpasaa, He Bce. A KOe-KTo
Aaxe wWnuoHut ana MpepgoanTtena u ero nogein. Tak BOT U 0 BallemM npuxoge y3Haau. Hac-To ¢ BectAMM He
MocblN1aloT, He BENIEHO, Y HUX Ha TO CrneumasbHble ToHUbl ecTb. OANH TaKOW M NPUHEC BYEPaA HOYbIO MOCAAHME,
OPYron y Hero NpuHAA U Aanblue NoHec, a 06paTHO NpMKas NpuLen — apecToBaTb, MO, U ToYKa. NpeagoanTtens
»KenaeT Bac BUAETD.

—NagHo, — nposop4yan Cam. BOT X03AUH C HUM NOroBOPUT, XKeTaHbA-TO Y HETO I'IOVGaBVITCFl.

Ha apyroit aeHb mpoueccua TpoHynacb B NyTb. [py3eit conpoBoxaanu AgeHaauatb wuppudos. Meppu
3acTaBun MX natv Bnepeau, a Ppoao M ocTanbHble cKakaau c3aan. Meppu, MuH n Cam 6ontanu, neam u
BECE/INUCH OT AYLIK, TNAAA, KaK WKppUdbl U3 cua BbIBUBANNUCH, MbITAACh COXPAHUTbL BaXKHbIN BUA,

— D, KTO KOro apecToBan? — CNPOCUN KaKON-TO CTapuK, YNAHUBLLUWIM 3a60p y aoporu. [isoe WnppmndoB TyT Xe
HanNpPaBUANCH K HEMY.

— HauanbHuK! — okNnKkHyn Meppu.— MprKaxu cBoum pebsatam BepHyTbCA. A TO UM NpUAeTcs UMeTb AeNo Co
MHOMN.

Wuppndbl BepHyaMcb K oTpaay. MNoHM XOB6MTOB XOTA M He O4YeHb ChewWwwunu, a BCe-Taku Wwuppuodsl
ynapuancb, MbiTaacb He OTCTaBaTb OT HMX. OKOAO Tpex 4acoB MONOAYAHWU APY3bA CXKaAAUAUCL Had HUMU U
OCTaHOBMANCL. MIX KOHBOMPbLI OT r0/104a W YCTaNOCTU eABa AEPHKaANCb Ha HOrax.

— JTagHo Y3, — cKasan um Meppu, namute Kak moxerte. Ham Hegocyr, Mbl efiem ganblue.

— [o BcTpeun, PobuH! — kpukHyn Cam. — Hay Teba B «3eeHOM ApaKkoHe», ec/in Tbl ele He 3abbii gopory
Tyna. He 3ageprkmBaitech caumwkom!

—YT0 Ke Bbl ,a,enaeTe?— YHbIZIO CKa3a/1 Ha4da/IbHUK OTpALdad.— Pa3Be TaK MOXHO? Bbl HapywaeTe nopAaokK
apecTa. MHe e oTBeyaTb npuaetca...

— Mbl ellle MHOTO Yero 3Aecb HapyLmm, — noobewan MuH. — Cyactanso octaBaTbesa!

MYyTHUKN NYCTMAN MOHWU PbICbIO, M Ha 3aKaTe GblAN yKe Ha OoKpauHe [pupeuba. [lo Hopropga — pyKol
nogatb. 34ecb 6bI10 MHOTO nepemeH. YacTb AOMOB CHECeHa, HEKOTOPbIE COMKMEHbl AarKe, aKKypaTHble pAdpl
X066MYbUX HOPOK Ha CEeBEPHbIX CKAOHaX 3aBoAu 6biAM OMYCTOLWEHbI, a C/AaBHble ManeHbKUE CaguKMy,
CMYCKaBLUMECA K CAMOW KPOMKe BOAbl, COBCEM 3a4yLUMAN COPHAKKN. Baonb aoporu, Beayuiein 8 Hopropa, Bbipocau
ypoaameble goma. OT yyaecHow MoabesgHol annen He octanocb W cnega. C TpeBOrov NMOCMOTPEB B CTOPOHY
Top6bbl, OHWU YBUAENM BbICOKYIO KMPNUYHYIO TPYOy, U3 Hee B BeYepHee HeGO BasInA rycTOM YepHbI ObIM.

Cam 6b11 NpocTo BHe cebs.
— fl noinay snepea, cyaapb. Hago moero ctapuka oTbicKaTb!

— Mopoxaun-Ka, — octaHoBuA ero Meppu. — Jlyywe y3HaTb Cnepsa, YTo Hac XAaeT. [lymato, 3TOT NPOKAATbIN
npeaBoAnTe b AEPHKMUT 34ECh WalKy CBOUX rpomu. Mouwem Koro-Hnbyap, paccnpocum.

OpHako B MCTOpﬁMHKe BCe AO0OMa U HOpbI 6b1n Ha 3anope, HUKTO He BbllWeN UX BCTPeYaTb. anLIMHy OHHU
NOHANN, ,D,OﬁpaBLLIVICb [0 «3eneHoro APaKOHa», 663)1<M3HEHHOI'O, C BbI/IOMAHHbIMW OKHamwu. Bosne TPaKTUpa
C/I0OHANACb AK0XKKUHA POC/bIX KOCOT/Na3biX Yy>XaKoB.

— YT0-TO 60/1bHO NOXOXKM Ha CKanbbyprckmx,— npobopmotan Meppm.

3n04eun 6blIM BOOPYKEHBI AYOUHKAMM, APYroro opy»Kma y HUX 6bl10 He BMAATb. 3aBUAEB MYTHUKOB, OHU
BbILW/IM HA AOPOry U BCTanu, neperopoams ee. Cambiii 601bLLIOM U 3100HbIM Ha BMUA, BbiLe Briepea.

— W paneko v Bbl HAMEpPEHbI exaTb? — XpUNJI0 ocBefOMUIICA OH.— Bce, npuexanu. A Kyaa nogesanuch 3T
pasrunbaan wuppuodbl?

— NayT cebe NoTUXOHBKY. Mbl 06eLany nogoxaaTe UX TyT.
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— Hy, uyto A roBopmn? — 0bepHyncA BOXKak K NpuATenam. — He Hago Oblao 3TO Aeno A0BepATb NPUAYpPKam.
Mocnanu 6bl Nydle HaWKX NapHEN...

— [lymaeuwsb, 66110 6bl Ay4dwe? — ycmexHynca Meppu. — Mbl, npasaa B Xo66utaHum peako suamm 6aHANTOB,
HO YTO C HUMM AeNaTb — 3HAEM.

—BaHguTbl! BoT Kak!-— yauBunca BOXKak.— YTO-TO MHe Ball TOH He HpaBWUTCA, Mmentosra. MHoro
Boobparkaete. Hebocb aymaeTte, y Acnmaa cepaue fobpoe, a? — OH 3axoxoTan. — Tenepb Kak 60cc 3axoyeT, TaK U
byaer.

— Hy, v yero e oH xo4eT? — cnoKoMHo cnpocun Ppogo.

— Hago npuBoanTb 3Ty Ablpy B NOPAAOK, — 3HAUYUTENbHO OTBETUA 3104eW. — ByabTe CnOKoWHbI, Acnng, 3To
caenaet. K KOHLY rofa H1UKaKkux npobsiem He ocTaHeTcs, Tak-To, KpbicaTal

— Cnacmbo, 4To coobumam o cBomx naaHax, — nobnarogapun ®poao. — Moxkanyin, Hago 6bl y3HaTb, YTO O HUX
Aymaet rocnoauH JloTro...

Terlepb CMeANncCb BCe HerogAau.

—NNotto! Xa! OH B Kypce aena, He becnoKonTtecb. Kak Acnug, cKakeT, Tak OH U caenaeT. A noTom, ecau
npeaBoauTe/ib CTAaHOBUTCS HeyA06HbIM, ero BeAb M MOMEHATb MOXKHO. A eCnn KTO CYeT HOC He B CBOE Aefo, KaK
6bl OH 3TOro Hoca He anwwnca. MpaBuabHO A rosopto, pebsaTa?

— MoKeT 1 TaK, — otBeTun Ppoao, — Aa TONbKO, CAAETCA MHE, Bbl TyT COBCEM OTCTa/NN OT KM3HU. C Tex nop,
KaK Bbl C tOra ywan, MHOroe nepemeHunocb. YepHasa Kpenoctb paspylieHa, B foHaope npasut Koponab. U ot
Ckanbbypra HMYero He OCTanoCb, a Baw pa3ntobes3HbIn X03AMH, Mbl TYT BCTPETUAN €ro No gopore, 6poamnT, Kak
HUWMIA. N no TpaKkTam Tenepb ckayyT roHubl Kopona NoHAopCcKoro, a He xo3amMHa Mopaopa.

3]10,D,el7l HENOBEPYMBO NOCMOTPEN Ha HETO U YXMbIJIbHYNCA.

— Huwuii? — nepecnpocun oH. — Hy, Hy, Noi, neTywok, Non, To/AbKo He 3anuBai. [a XxoTb 6bl U Tak. Ham-To
yTto 3a geno! TyT, B Bawel XUPHEHbKOM, IeHNBO X06bUTaHNN Ham HpaBuTcA. A YTo Ao nocnaHues Kopons, — oH
NPULLENKHYA Nanbuamu nepeg nmuom Oposo, — ecam yBUKY KOro, BO3bMY Ha 3aMeTKY.

370 6b110 yXKe canwKom. MNUH nodyecTBoBan ceba cNoBHO Ha nosne 60s. ITOT KOCOrNasblit MOLLIEHHMK
nocmen Haseatb Hocutens Konbua netywkom! OH CKMHYA naaw, v BbixBaTun Mmed. Cepebpo u cobons
rOHAOPCKOro BOMHA 3aMCKPUINCL Ha HEM, KOTA4a OH ABWHYN KOHA Bnepea,

— Cumutan, uto yxe ysuaen! — npoueaun oH. — Nepepn Tob60i nocnaHey, n apyr Koponsa, N3BECTHbIN BO BCEX
3emnax 3anaga. Tbl Mep3asel, u aypak! Ha konexwn, 1 monm o nouwazae!

B nyyax 3aKaTHOro co/sHUA Me4y B pyKe WHa rpo3Ho cBepkHyA. Meppu 1 Cam 06HaXKUAM CBOM KJIMHKM,
roToBble K II06bIM HEOXKMAAHHOCTAM. ToNbKo Ppoao He WenoxHyAcA.

FpoMuAbl OTNPAHYAU. OHM NPUBBIKAW NYraTb MEIKUX XYTOPSAH U3 Bpu, nam 3aampatb MUPHbIX X066MTOB, a
TYT nepes, HUMM OKa3a/IMCb BAPYT BOMHbI C APKUMM MEYaMU U MPaYyHbIMKU AuLamK. [a 1 B rolocax npullenbLes
3By4Ya/IM TaKue BACTHble HOTKM, KOTOPbIX OHM OTPOAACH He CAbixMBanu. Masno-nomany pacTepAHHOCTb Ha WX
NMLAX CMEHMAACh CTPAXOM.

— A Hy, KaTuTecb oTctoga! — npukasan Meppu. — ElLe pas TpoHeTe 3Ty AepEeBHI0 — NorKaneere.

Xo66uTbl ABUHYM KOHeN Bnepea, n 6aHAWTbI He Bblgep:Kann. OHM NoBepHYAM 1 nobexkanu npoyb, Tepsas
AYOUHKMN.

— [a, B camblii pas mMbl NpULWAK, — NPOTAHYA Meppu, raan um Bcaea.

— MoxeT paxe nosgHosaTo. Hago JloTTo chmacaTb, Kanb MHe 3Toro 6eAaHOro Aypadvka, — 3a4yMymMBo
nporosopun ®pogo.

— Cnacatb Jlot1o? Tbl B cBoeM yme? — yausuaca MuH. — MoBecuTb noaneua, Tbl XOTeN ckasatb?

— Tbl elwe He noHAN passe, MH? — Ppoao roBopun 3aAyMUNBO, MAAA NOBEPX UX r00B. — JIOTTO, KOHEYHO,
rnaynew, v TPYC, HO BeAb OH B NAeHy. A 3TU HerogAan TBOPAT, YTO XOTAT OT ero meHu. [lymato, oH naeHHUK B Topbe.
Hapo nonbiTaTbcs 0cBO60AUTH €ro.
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— BoT ato ga! — nokpytua ronosom MuH. — Hy HUKaK He oXKuAan, 4To AoMa NPUAETCA APaTbCA C NOAYOPKamM,
yTobbl cnactu JloTTo MpbiWwa.

— [Apatbca? — pacceAaHHo nepecnpocun ®poao. — Bpaa am ao atoro gonaert. 3anoMHUTE TONbKO, XO66UTbI He
BMHOBATbI, AAXKe €C/IN NePEKNHYINCb Ha CTOPOHY 3/104e€eB NO CBOel Bose. Henb3Aa Mx 3a 3To npecnenosaTtb. B
Xo66MTaHUM HU OAMH XO0066UT He ybun apyroro, U He Hagdo noaasaTb Npumep. U BoobLLe, ecnn MOXKHO byaer,
nocrapaitecb 060MnTUCh 6e3 yOUNCTBa, XBAaTUT MX YiKe. [leprKute cebs B pykax!

Meppu ¢ usymneHnem caywan-caywan ®poao, u He BbigepKan.

— Ecnv 6aHANTOB MHOTO, CXBATKM He u3bexkatb. OAHMMM TONbKO Nevansamu U COCTpadaHnem Hu J1oTTo, Hu
Xo66uTaHUM He nomoKelb. TaKk-To, g4pyr moi!

—BpAag nM oHM B Apyroit pas Tak NPOCTO MCMyrakoTca, — noadep:kan ero MuH.— CerogHA-To OHM OT
yauBaeHua pacrepanucb. CabiwmTte — por? CobupatoT cBOMX, 3TO TOoYHO. A byaeT ux nobonblie, n xpabpoctu
npnbasutca. Hago McKaTb HageXHblit Houner. Mbl XOTb M BOOPY»EHbI, HO HAaC TONbKO YeTBepo.

—VY meHAa naeal — BockAMKHyn Cam.— Uaem K ctapomy Tomy XnonuyaTHuKy. OH Bcerga Obia Kpenkum
X066uTOM. U fleTelt y Hero Kyda — Bce Mou Apy3ba. Y Hero ykpoemcs.

—Het, Cam, «yKpblBaTbCcA» He rogutca, — oTBeTun Meppu.— Kak pas 3To obbluHO AenatoT awgu, U
npegnountatoT 6aHAMTbI. Mbl He AO/IXHbI AaBaTb 3arHaTb ceba B yron. A B gome fierye Jierkoro B 3anagHio
nonacTb. MoAOXKIYT U U3XKAPULWbCA. HeT, Hafo CPOYHO AenaTb YTo-TO.

— Tak 4TO *Ke Aenatb-To? — cnpocua MuH.

— A BoT yTO. MNogHumaTtb Xob66utaHuto! Ceituac xe! Hapoa 6yantb. Bugute e, HUIKOMY He HPaBUTCA TO, YTO
NPOUCXOANUT. X066UTbI CIULLKOM [I0/IFO KWW B MOKOE, BOT U pacTepanancb. Ho KMHb cnnuky — BenbixHeT! U noan
npeasoAMTeNsA 3TO 3HAKOT, NOTOMY M MOCTapPatoTCA BbIBECTU HAC M3 Urpbl. TaK UTO BPEMEHU Y Hac coBcem HeT. Tbl,
Cam, ecnm xouelllb, CX04M, KOHEYHO, K X/IonyaTHUKY. Ero 34ech yBaXKatoT, OH MOXKET Nomoub. A 1 BO3bMYyCb-Ka 3a
PUCTaHUIACKUIA POT, CbIrPato My3blKY, KOTOPOW 34€Cb HE CAbIXanu.

OHun BEPHYNNCb Ha3ag, K cepeaunHe OepeBHU. Cam nocKakan K aomy XnonyatHWKa, U He ycnen oTbexaTtb
AaneKko, Kak ycabiwan YUCTbIN 3BYK pora, B3J'IETaPOLLI,VII7I K H96y. OH axom nepeKaTbiBaziCA B X0/IMaxX U NonAax, 1 B
HEeM CAblWancs Takomn Npu3bIB, 4TO Cam egBa He noBEepPHYN Ha3a4. Ero noHu BCTan Ha ,Cl,bl6b| 1 3apXKan.

— Hy, Hy, apy*uuwe, Bnepen, Cam noxsonan ero no wee. — Mbl ckopo BepHemcs !
Meppwu Tem BpemeHeM TpybuA yiKe CTapUHHbINA CUTHanN:

MPOCHUCbB! MTPOCHUCH! OrOHb! BPAIU!

BCTABAM! HAMACTb! MOMAP! FOPUM!

Mosaan Cam pasiMumnn WyM rosIoCcOB, X/1I0NaHbe ABEPEN, Bnepeamn TOXe 3aXKUraamcb OrHW, 3a1asnnm ncbl U
HABCTPeYy BbICKOYMIM C TOMOPAMM B pyKax cam X/I0MYaTHMK U Tpoe ero cbiHoBen — Monogon Tom, Axonnum u
Huk.

— Cron! 970 He 6aHAMT, — cKa3an ¢epmep. — Mo pasmepy cyas — xob6UT, XOTb U oAeT He no-Hawemy. dn! —
KPUKHY OH, — KTO Takon? YT1o Hago?

— Cam 1, Cam CKkpombu. Al BepHynca!

— Bot TaKk gal! — BOCKAMKHYN XN10M4YaTHMK, BCMOTPEBLIKCL. — M BepHO — Cam. onoc TOT XKe, Aa 1 NOXOXK. A Mbl
60anUCb — Tbl yMep.

— Ewe yero! — cuactimeo paccmesnca Cam. — HuBbl Mbl, U A, U rocnogmH ®pogo. OHM Tam ¢ Apy3bAMM
pewunn nogHATb X066UTaHMIO, U MOBLIYMUCTUTL BCIO Ty MEP30CTb, KOTOPYIO Bbl 34ecb pa3senn. BoT, HauMHaem
Tenepe.

— O1anyHo! — Bckpmyan dpepmep. — HakoHel-To Havanock! A Becb rog ToNbKo 06 3TOM M Aymato, Aa Bedb
NOMOYb-TO HeKomy. Cam NoOHMMaEeLb KeHa U Po3u... A 3TW 3/1bIAHM TaK U WHbIPAIOT BOKpyr. Ko MHe, pebsTa, aeno
HayMHaeTcsa!

— A Kak e Po3un? — cnpocun Cam, CANLWIKOM KMBO BCMOMHMBLUMI NPUTOXKYIO LOYKY depmepa.
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—Tam Hubc ¢ HUMKU. Xouyellb, MOXKeLlb NoAcobuTb emy, — ¢ ynblbKoM npeanoxun depmep, U BMecTe C
CbIHOBbSAMW MOMYAJICA K AEPEBHE.

CaM noAacKakan K AOMY W CRAPbIFHYA C cedsfa MPAMO Ha KpblabLO, YyTb HE CTONKHYBLUMCb C YKeHoW
XnonyaTHKKa, ero go4epbio U HM6COM C BUIamM B pyKax.

— Ctoi, Hbc! He Hapo B meHst BUNamm TblkaTb. Ha MHe Bce paBHO Konbuyra. 310 A, Cam Ckpombu, 0o6pbiit
Bevep!

— Ox! 3gpascTByit, Cam, — ckasana Posu. — A roBopuaun, 4To Tbl ymep. TOIbKO A BCE PaBHO XAgana Tebsa K
BecHe. He o4yeHb-TO Tbl cnewwn, a?

— MoxeT u Tak, — npu3sHan Cam, — 3aTo Tenepb BOT cnetly. Mbl TYT 3aTeAIM BOCCTaHWE, Tak YTO A TOPOMAOCh
K ®poao. XoTen TONbKO B3rAHYTb, KaK Bbl, MUCCUC XAI0MYaTHUK, U Tbl, Po3u.

— Xopouio, xopolio, cnacnbo, Cam, — otBeTuna depmepuia. — bbiio 6bl COBCEM XOPOLWO, ecin Bbl He 3Tu
31blaHN BOKpyr. — He 6ecnokoiica, Cam, nan, — ckasana Posn. — Tonbko 6epern cebs 1 Bo3BpaLLancs NOCKOPeN,
nagHo?

Korga Cam npuckakan Ha naowaab, AepeBHs yKe nogHsanack. He cumTan toHLOB, Tam 6bi10 60/ble COTHU
X066UTOB, BOOPYKEHHbIX TOMOPAMMU, MOJIOTKAMM, KOJIbAMM, Y HEKOTOPBIX B pPyKax Obliv faxKe OXOTHUYbU NYKMU.
Havyanu y»Ke nogxoanTb C OKPeCTHbIX ¢pepm. Ha aepeBeHCKoW niowagun pasoxri 60/bWwoi KocTep, BO-NepBbiX,
yTobbl MOAHATL HACTpPOEHWe, a BO-BTOPbLIX, MOTOMY 4TO 3TO 6blL10 3anpeweHo [MpepsoauTenem. Meppu
PYKOBOAMA CTPOUTENLCTBOM OappuKah Ha 0boux KoHUAx AepeBHU. Mogownu wuppudbl, NMOCMOTPENu, Kak
NOBOPAYMBAETCA LE/10, CHANN CBOM Mepba U NPUCOEAMHUINCL K BOCCTaHMIO. Koe-KTo, MpaBaa ynsHyI.

— Kyaa notom agnHemMca? — cnpalumean X/I0N4YaTHUK.
— He 3Hato, —yectHo oTBeTMN Ppoao. — CKobKo 3aeck 6aHANTOB BCero?

— TpyAgHo cKasaTb, — Gepmep noyecan B 3aTbl/IKe. — 34eCb B OKpyre YyesnoBek NATbhecAT HabepeTcs. Pasboem
npombIwnAoT. [a ewe NPpMMepPHO CTO/bKO e B oxpaHe MpegsoauTens. MpaBaa, ero caMmoro y»Ke Hegenu age
KaK He BMAHO. U He A0oNyCKaloT 40 HEr0 HUKOTO.

— A B Apyrux yaenax?

— Ha tore nx, roBopsTt, MHoro. B JlecHom yaene Toxe. [lymato, BCero COTHM Tpu Habepetcs. Ecam yaaputb
OPYXKHO, AO/IKHbI CMPABUTLCA.

— Y10 y HKX 33 opyKMe?

— Hokn pa aybuHKn. Opyroro He BUAHO. XOTA, €C/iv A0 APaKU OONAET, MOXET U elle Koe-yTo HanhaeTca. Y
HEKOTOPbIX IYKN TOYHO ecTb. [1BOMX HaLLMX OHU 3aCTPeNnnun.

— Buanws, ®Ppono, — ckazan Meppu. — Al ke rosopu, — 6e3 cxBaTKM He 060MTUCH. ITO OHM Hayanun ybumBaTh.

— He coBcem TaK, — nonpaBua ero XA0n4aTHUK, — No Yactu cTpenbbbl xoTa 6bl. CTpenaTb-To nepsbiMmn Kposbl
Hayanu. 1o Bce Baw oTew, macTtep lMeperpuH. Koraa /loTto 06baBua ceba npeasoauTenem, ctapblii Kpon 3anasun,
YTO 3HATb €ro He YKesnaeT, 3ace/l CO BCeEM CEMENCTBOM B rNyBOKUX HOpPax, M KOraa NpuUXoanav rpoMuAbl, NycKan
cTpeny 3a ctpenoi. Hy, a CTPeNOK-TO OH OTMeHHbIN. [a 1 Becb KnaH Kponos Takoi Ke. Tak A0 cell Nopbl OH KX K
cebe 1 He nycTuAW. A Tenepb U He TPOTratloT UX.

— OtaunyHo! — Bckpuyan MuH. — Cetyac xe nay K HUM. KTo co mHoin? K yTpy npuseay ctoga apmuio Kponos! —
W B COMPOBOKAEHMN MONYAIOXUHBI BCAAHUKOB [nH ncyes.

— W Bce Taku, obpatunca $Ppoao K octaBwMMcA, — A He XoTen bbl YBUIACTB, AarKe ecnu 3To rpoMuibl. Passe
YTO paam cnaceHus xobobwuTa...

— NagHo, nagHo, — notoponua ero Meppu, — Mbl BCe NOHAAU. f1 BOT Aymalo, Y4TO rocTell Hafo KAaTb Koraa
YroAHO, 1 NPUAYT OHWN He ANA Pa3roBopos. KoHeYHo, Mbl nonbiTaemca 060MTUCL 6e3 KPOBKU, HO FOTOBbI A0/1XHbI
6bITb K Xyawemy. Y meHa ectb naaH!

— BoT 1 xopouwo, — yctano npousHec Ppoao, — opraHMsyi Bee.

B 3TOT MOMEHT HECKONbKO XO66VITOB, NOC/NAaHHbIX B pa3Bedry, ﬂOA6e)KaﬂVI K KOCTpY.
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— WNayt! — 3akpnyann oHn. — lecatka Asa uam 6onblue, a ABOe YUKW Ha 3anag,

— 3710 oHM K lepeKpecTKy, cBoux cobupaTb, — CKaszan XnonyaTHWK. — o Tyaa UM COPOK, MOXKHO MOKa He
becnoKouTbcA.

Meppu 6bICTPO 0TAAN NPUKA3AHUA. YAULY O4YUCTUAN, 6E30PYHKHbIX YKPbIIM B AOMaX.

[onro xaaTb He NMPULIOCL: BCKOpe MOC/bIWaancb rPOMKME rosioca M TonoT. bonbluioi oTpsg rpomun
ABUranca no gopore. YBUAEB 3arpaxkAeHne, OHM PacxoxoTaaucb. Im garke B rofloBy He MPUXoAWIO, YTO 34€EChb, B
MWPHOW, NneHnBoM X06bUTaHUN OHU MOTYT C YeM-HUBYAb He CNpPaBUTbCA.

X066UTbl OTKPLIAM NPOX0A, B 3arpakAeHUN MU MOYa BCTaM MO CTOPOHAaM.

— BoT cnacnbo, ycayxunm! — nocabllianncb U3aesatenbCckie BbIKPUKK. — A Tenepb KMBO, MapLl No AoMam,
MoKa Bac He BbINOpPoaAn! — 1 OHM FPOMKO 3aTonanu BAO/b YAWLbI, NOKPMKMBas 6e33106Ho: «loracuTb orHu! Bee
no gomam! A Hy, }XMBO, a TO Ha rof B TIOPbMY 3acagum!»

BaHAUTbI AaXke He Cpa3y NOHAMN, YTO UX NPUKa3bl OCTALOTCA 6e3 ncnosHeHus. npOI'IYCTVIB nx, X066UTbI TUXO
COMKHY/IUCb NO3a4n, h nownun cnegom.

Ha nnowagm, Bo3ne KocTpa, OANHOKO CTOAN, rpes pyku, Tom XA10N4aTHUK.

— K10 TaKkoB? Yem 3aHMMaeLlbcA? — rapKHY/1 Ha Hero ri1aBapb 6aHAMTOB.

depmep MmeaNleHHO NOAHAN ro/I0BY M BHUMATENIbHO NOCMOTPES Ha Hero.

— [a BoT, }kaan Tebs, yutobbl CMPOCUTL O TOM ¥Ke. 3TO He Balla CTpaHa, U Bac CtoAa He 3Banu.
— 3aT0 Mbl TebA ceityac No30BeEM, — YXMbI/IbHY/ICA FNaBapb. — B3saTb ero, pebaTtal

Tpoe rpoMua LWarHyau Bnepeg, HO TYT YKe OCTaHOBWMAMCb. BOKpYr MociblWwanvcb rosoca, U Aoau BApyr
NoHAMM, YTo ¢depmep He oguH. OHM BblIM Ha CBETYy M OKPYKEeHbl NJOTHbIM KOJbLLOM X066MTOB, C Tpyaom
pasNMuYMMBbIX B TeMHOTE. Bce X066UTbl BbIIN BOOPYKEHDBI, M HE MOHATb BbIN0 — CKObKO UX.

B ocBeleHHbIN Kpyr Bowen Meppw.

—Mbl Beab yXe BCTpeyanucb, — o6paTUACA OH K FnaBapto,— M A npeaynpexgan tebs, utobbl Tbl He
BO3BpaLLanca. Mory ewe pa3 npegynpegutb: Tbl ceiyac Ha CBETY, U Ha Teba CMOTPUT He OfHa M JarKe He Age
cTpenbl. TpoHelwb 3Toro ¢pepmepa XoTb NasbLeM — NeHsan Ha cebs. [laBai-Kka, pasopyrKancs!

I'naBapb ornagenca. OH 6bl1 B ABHOM 3amellaTtenbCrtBe, HO HUYYTb HE HaMyraH. Xo66uTOB OH 3HAN coBCEM
N10X0, NO3TOMY HE NMOHMMaAnN BCel CeEPbE3HOCTN CBOETO NMOJTIOXKEHUA. Hapo,u,eu, 6bla TAKOM XAUMNKKIA Ha sua... N oH
pewnn, 4To BbliPBATbCA N3 KOJ1bUa 6b110 HETPYAHO.

— A Hy, pebaTa, — 3a0pan OH, — 3a4aaum um nepuy! — 1 oH Bpocuaca Ha npopbiB. Ha gopore y Hero ctosn
MeppHu, 1 TPOMMNA 3aMaXHY/ICA HA HETO HOXKOM, HO TYT Ke PYXHY/, NPOH3EHHbIM YeTbIPpbMA CTPEAAMMU.

Ha ocTa/bHbIX 3TO NPOU3BENO CUMAbHOe BnevatneHve. OHM 6e3 conpoTuBAeHUA Aann cebs 06e30pYHKUTD,
CBA3aTb M MOMECTUTb NOA CTPaKy. TeNno rnaBapa yHecau.

— Bce oKasanocb He TaK YK C/I0XKHO, — CKasan Tom X0MYaTHUK, — Hago 6bi10 TONIbKO No3BaTb Hac. B camoe
BPEMEYKO Bbl NpULLAKN, MacTep Meppu.

— 37O TO/IbKO Hayano, — 03aboyeHHo oTBeTUN MeppM, — eCnn nx n npasga Tak MHOro, Kak Bbl roBopute, TO
3TO /IWb mManaA 4acTb...

OH BbICTAaBMA NOCTbI, @ NOTOM BMecTe ¢ Ppoao oTnpaBuaca K XnonyaTHuKy. Cam, Po3n n Monogoit Tom
cobpanunch pasbiCKMBaTb CTapuKa CKpombu.

Meppun un deo,u,o cmpoenn B y,EI,O6HbIX Kpecnax, n X/J0MN4aTHUKKU 334aBaIn UM BeEXNMBble BONPOCbl O WX
nyrtewectsmnn, HO BUAHO 6b|l'|0, YTO OTBETbI HE ChyLann. CANWKOM NX BONHOBANM 34€LIHMeE, x0b66utckme aena.

— Bce Havanocb ¢ Mpbiwa, — Hayan pacckasbiBaTb depmep. — M Hayanocb, Kak TONbKO Bbl yexaau, mactep
®pogo. YyaHble y Hero 6bian Maeu, y atoro Mpbiwa. Y o4eHb OH pBascA KOMaHAOBaTb, A3 M XKafeH bbin 6e3
Mepbl. BOT OH 1 CTan cKynaTb BCE, YTO MOXXHO, XOTA OTKyAa AeHbrM 6pan — HenoHATHo. CKynan u menbHUUbI, U
roCTUHWULbI, U NMBOBapHWU. Ellle A0 Toro, Kak B Topbe nocennncs, oH y MeckyHca MenbHULY Kynua. A noTom cTan
npoAaBaTb TOBAp KyAa-TO Ha CTOPOHY. MOABMAOCH MHOMECTBO rpOMaguH, B OCHOBHOM, FO/10BOPE30B, C Te/leraMu.
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OHW yBO3WAM TOBapbl Ha 0T, @ YacTb U3 HUX OCTaBasacb 34ecb. Mbl U r1a30M MOPrHYTb HE YCMENMU, a OHU YKe
paccenmnuncb no sceit Xob66uUTaHUKU, HavaAn Nec BanuTb, 4OMa CTPOUTb, U CKOPO XO3AMHMYAAN TAe XOTenn, N Kak
xoTtenu.

Ho 310 6bl ewe nonbeabl. Ctapbit Yunn OAMHHOHOr oTnpaBuacsa B Topby ¢ NpoTecTom, a ero cxsatuam u
nocaguaun noz 3amok. Bckope nocne atoro MNpobiwy, cTan HasbiBaTb cebs MNpeasogutenem wnppudos, UM NPocTo
MpeasoguTenem, U y» TyT Ha HEro yAep»Ky coBcem He cTano. Ecam KTo HaumMHan «BoobpaxkaTb o0 cebe», Kak OHU
3TO Ha3bIBAlOT, CpPa3y OTNPaABAAACA BCaes 3a Yunnom. CTaHOBUAOCH BCe XyKe. KypeBo ToNbKo Ans nogen, nueo
TOXe, TPaKTMpbl Mo3akpbiBaaucb. He xBaTano Bcero, Kpome [lpasuna, 3tux 6bIN10 BAOCTanb. Ecnm Kro-TO
NPUNPATbIBAA YTO-TO, FPOMMU/IbI BCE OTOMpPann — ANA «CNpaBegMBOro pacnpenesieHma», — Kak OHW roBOpUAM, a
3TO 3HAYMT — O1A HUX, Aa ewe wuppudbam nepenagano. M Tak naoxo 6b110, a ¢ npuxogom Acnuaa Havanacb
nosHaA paspyxa.

— K10 OH Tako#, aToT Acnna? — cnpocua Meppu. Mbl CAbILWAAK, Kak OOUH U3 TPOMMI TOBOPUIT O HEM.

— lMoxosKe, 3T0 Y HUX HaboNblWMIA. BnepBble Mbl O HEM MPOC/AbIWAAM elle B MPOLUAYO XKaTBy. HMKTO y Hac
HUKOTAa ero He BMAen, Ho 3acen oH B Top6e. [lymato, OH 1 ecTb HacToAwmit NpeasoanTtens. FPOMUAbLI CAyLIAIOTCA
TO/NIbKO €ro 1 AenatT BCe, YTO OH BenuT. A BeAUT OH 0BbIYHO NOMaTb, KPYLIKUTb, Xeub. Tenepb BOT ybuiicTea
Hayanucb. Mam Bo3bmM, Hanpumep, MeckyHcoBy menbHuuy. CTapylo-TO C/AOMaauM, a Ha ee MecTe HOBYIO
NOCTPOUAN, Aa HAaNMUXaNN Ty4a KaKMX-TO YyXKaKOBbIX KONEC, 3epHa HMKAKOro He MeJoT, a BCe TO/IbKO MOJIOTKaMM
CTy4aT, U AblM U3 TPyObl Ba/NT...

TyT Bowen Cam Co CBOMM CTapMKOM, U OCTaTOK HOYM OHUM NMPOBE/IM BMECTE.
YTpom, cpasy nocse 3aBTpaKa, AasucA roHel, ¢ Kpoaosoit goporu.

— Bca cTpaHa nogHMmaetca, — cKasan OH.— BecTu NeTaT, Kak noxap, Bo BCe CTOPOHbI. [POMUAbI, KOTopble
6bINM Y Hac, yApanu Ha tor. 3a HUMK norHancsa otpag Kponos. A mactep lNeperpuH ceityac nogonaeT ¢ Apyrum
OTPAAOM.

[eHb npoluen CNoKoMHO, a BOT C/ieaylolLee YyTPo NPUHECO HoBble Tpesor. OKO0 AeCATM YaCoB NPUCKaKan
MeppHu, BCIO HOYb NPOBEALLWIA B A030pE.

— Jlurax B wecTu oTcroaa 6onbLias 6aH,a,a, - C006LI.I,VIJ'I OH. MIX OKO/J10 COTHMU, 1 OHU BCe XKryT Ha CBOEM NYTH.

— [a, 3Tu pasroBapmBaTb He byayT, — cKasan XnonyaTHuK. — Ecin Kponbl 3agepkartca, Ham Tyro npuaercs.
Bes Apaku aTo Aeno He ynaanws, mactep dpoao.

OaHako Kposbl Bee e ycnenu.

POMWAIbI, PELLNB NOJAaBUTb BOCCTaHWUE, HE OUYEHb-TO 3aA4YMbIBANNCh, KaK 3TO caenatb. [la u B BOeHHOM Aene
HUKTO M3 HMX HUYETrO He cMbIcnA. Meppu ymenio BOCNonb30Banca penbedpom MEeCTHOCTU, U Havyal OCYLLeCcTBAATb
CBOW nnaH.

BaHauTbl gBuranncb 6e3 pasBeakM, M KOraa y HUX Ha MyTU OKasanacb JOXKOUHA Mexay ABYMSA rpagamu
XO/IMOB, MoTonanun npsmo Brepes. O4HAKO CKOPO JOPOry UM Nperpaguia Bbicokas bappukaga U3 nepeBepHyTbIX
bepmMepcknx MOBO3OK. ITO MX HEMHOro 03afayu/io, a Korga OHW OOHApyXuau, 4To AOpora nos3agau ToxKe
nepeKkpbITa TesieraMm, OHM NPOCTO pacTepAancb. Kpyrom Ha CKI0HaxX X0/IMOB Me/ibKaau nepeberaslive xo66uThl.
B 3TOT MOMEHT CBepXY pasaascs rosoc.

— 20, Bbl! Cnywalite meHa. Bbl B n10BYyLIKe. Bawu npuatenu Toxe yrogunn B 3acagy. OguH yout, octanbHble
B nneHy. CKnaablBaliTe opy)Kue, OTXOAMTE Ha ABaguaTh LIAroB Hasag W caguTecb Ha 3emto. MNpu maneiwem
COMPOTMBAEHUM NPUKANKY CTPENATD.

Bugmmo, rpoMuibl MONHOCTBIO MOJIarajnch Ha CBOE MPEBOCXOACTBO B cuae. [103ToMy OHM M He nogymanmu
cpasaTtbea. JecATKa ABa M3 HUX PUHY/UCH Hasag M packupganu tenern. Lectepo npu 3Tom 6blaM yOUTBI, HO
OCTa/IbHbIM YA3aN0Chb NPOPBaTLCA B HanpasaeHWu JlecHoro yaena. Meppu npoTpyoua curHan, 1 Baanun npo3syyan
OTBETHbI por.

— [laneKko He yiiayT, — ckasan MuH. — Tam NONHO HALWNX OXOTHMKOB.

OcTanbHble rpoMuAbl, a UX BbINO eLLe OKOI0 BOCbMUAECATU, BPOCUMANCH WTYPMOBaTb BappuKaLy U CKAOHbI
X0AMOB. TyT-TO M pasbirpanacb HacTosAwee cpaskeHWe. baHAMTbI pBaAuChb Brepes, He Aymasa o6 omacHOCTW.
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HaTuck 6bin Tak cuaeH, 4To xo66uTbl 3akonebanncb 1 rotosbl bblIN OTCTYNUTL, TEM Boslee, YTO HeKoTopble Bblan
ybuTbl, HO TYT C BOCTOKa B MOJIHOM MopsAAKe B 60W BCTYNWAM OTpsAbl Noa KomaHaosBaHvem Meppu u MuHa.
Meppu cpasun BoXKaKa HanagasLINX, OFPOMHOTO, KOCOM/1a30ro Ye/I0BEKa, OYEHb MOXOXKEro Ha opKa. Mocne aToro
601 yxKe cKopo KoHumnca. OKONO ceMnaecaTu 3axXBaTYMKOB MO0, AIOXKUHY B3AAW B naeH. bblan notepu u
cpeam xob6mTOB.

Tena rpomMuAa 3aKkonanu B MecyaHoW Ame — Mo3gHee ee CTanAM HasbiBaTb bpaHHOl AMoN, — a naBwmx
X066UTOB MOXOPOHUAMN Ha BEPLUMHE XOAMA, YCTAHOBMAWN Had, MOTW/ION OTPOMHbIN KameHb. A NoTom pasbuan Tam
cag. TaK 3aKoHuYMacb nocnegHasa 6utea B Xo66WTaHUK, rae HUYEro NoLOo6HOro He MPOMCXOAMNO0 CO BpemeH
Cpa)keHusn Ha 3eneHbix Monnax, TpucTa NeT Hasaa,

B Anoit KHure cobbitmam atum Bblna NoceALeHa Lenan rnaBa, a UMeHa y4acTHUKOB 3aHeceHbl B MamATHbIN
CBUTOK. UcTOpMKN XOBOUTAHUM 3HAIOT UX HaU3YCTb.

CnaBa Xnion4yaTHWKa noc/sie 3Toro elle BO3pocC/a, HO OTKpbiBaeTca CBMTOK MMeHaMM KanuTaHoB Mepuazoka
u MNeperpuHa.

®popao 3a Bech 60 TaK U He 06HaXKMA Mmeda. OH TONIbKO yaep»Kan Xo66MToB OT pacnpasbl HaA NAEHHbIMM.

K Beuepy apysbs cobpanncb BMecTe y X/onyaTHMKa 3a No3gHum obegom. dpogo ckasan: — Y1o XK, Tenepb
camoe BpeMms, NoxKaayi, NoBNAaTbCA C NpesBOAUTENEM.

- [a YK, C 3TUM Nny4yuwle He OTKNa4biBaTb, — COrnacunca MeppM. — W 3Haews, He HeXXHW4Yal ¢ HMm ocobo. B
KOHLe KOHUOB, BCe 6ep,b| Hayanucob ¢ Hero. OH J0NKeH OTBETUTb 3a TO 3/10, KOTOpOE NpuvnHuA.

OTnpasuaunck cpasy nocne obega. Meppu cobpan oTpag 13 AByX AeCATKOB X066MTOB, 0c060 OTANUMBLUMXCA
B 60t0. «ITO BeAb Mbl TaK Aymaem, YTO rpomun 6osblue HET,— rOBOPW/ OH,— a Kak TaM Ha camMoMm Jene —
HEeM3BeCTHO.»

[py3bs waranu Bo rnase oTpaga. HaBepHoe, Korga oHWM Noaxoaunan K pasopeHHoi Topbe, 3To 6bin camblii
neyvyanbHbI MOMEHT B UX KM3HU. OrpomHasn Tpyba nogHMmanacb Hag goporoi. Mponaa MMMO Kaknx-to 6apakos,
OHM BbILAN K HOBOM MeJIbHULLE — OFPOMHOMY U FPA3HOMY KMPNUYHOMY CTpoeHuto. Mo Tpybe, BbixogmMBLIEN M3
Hee, B pPeKy TeK/a Kakaa-To ApsAHb. [lepeBbA BAOb BCel OpOru 6bliv CBaNEHbI.

I'Iepeﬁ,u,ﬂ yepe3 MOCT, OHU B3rNAHY/IM Ha XOJIM U axXHYJIn. Camy HE NMOMOrno Aaxe 10, YTO OH BUAEN B
3epKane I'ana,u,pm:—mm. CTapoe nmeHune 6bI10 B NOJIHOM 3anyCcteHunn, a BOKpPyr 6b12IM NOHATbIKaHbl 0O6MasaHHble
Aerrem capau. KawTaHbl ncyesnu, n3ropogmn 6bl1M NOBaNeHbI. OI'pOMHbIe Tenern B 6ecnopﬂ,a,|<e CTOANIN TYT U TaM.

— OHu cpybuan ero! — Bapyr 3aBonun Cam.— OHU cpybunum MpasgHuyHoe [depeBo! — oH cmoTpen Ha To
MECTO, rae paHblle poc/o AepeBo, nog KoTopbiM Bunbbo npomsHocun ceoto MpowanbHyto Peub. Celiyac oHO
Niexkano Hemnoganeky mepTteoe, ¢ 06pybaeHHbIMK BeTBAMKU. CaM pacniaKkasncs.

Ero npepBan HenpuATHbIM CMmeX. Yepes HM3KYH CTeHYy Me/bHUMYHOro ABOPa Ha HWX CMOTPEN POC/bIN,
rpyboro Bnaa xo66ut. JInuo y Hero 66110 HeAO6pPOE, a PYKU COBCEM YEpHbIEe.

—Yto, CIMUMK, He Mo BKycy? fl MOMHIO, Tbl BCEraa 6ol TaKoW YyBCTBUTENbHbLIN. [ymanu, Tbl CTUHYN YK
AaBHo. Hy, 3auem BepHyncA? PaboTa, npasaa A4ns Teba Haraetcs. Mbl Tenepb 60/bliMe Aena AeNaem.

— OHO 1 BMAHO, — ene caep)kmBasncb, oTeeTun Cam.— Bce B genax, pykM OTMbITb Hekorga. Hy, caywai,
MecKyHc. MHe 34ecb Koe € KOro A0J/13KOK Noay4nTb Hago. Mnaau, ytobbl M Tebe cyeT He Npucaanu, Aa Takon, Yto u
He pacnaaTuwbes!

lMecKyHC CnoHYN Yepes CTeHy.

—Ta-Ta-Ta, — Npe3puTeNbHO CKasan oH.— fA apyr 6occa, MeHs Henb3a Tporatb. A eciu elle Yto oT Teba
YCAbILWLY, TaK M 3HaW, OH Bac TaK TPOHET, YTO U He obpaayeLubes.

—XBaTUT C Aypakom pasroBapusatb, Cam, — ocTaHoBuA gpyra dpopo.— Haaetocb, HeMHOro xo66uToB
HalAeTca TaKMX, KaK 3ToT. BOT HacTosLee 310, @ BCe OCTa/IbHOE NOMPaBMUMO.

— Cnywai, Tbl, rpsa3HbIA Harabl MecKyHCULWKO, — ckaszan Meppu. — Mbl KaKk pa3 npuLan NoOBMAATb TBOErO
60cca, a 3a04HO NepesaTb €My, YTO CBOMX TPOMUA OH 6O/bLIE HE YBUAMT.

Y MecKyHca poT OTKPbIACA OT U3YM/IEHWA, KOTAa OH 3aMeTU OTPAZ BOOPYKEHHbIX X066MTOB, BXOAALWMX Ha
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mMocT. OH 6pocKnca K mesibHULLE, BbICKOYMA Ha3ad C POrOM B PyKax U 3BOHKO NPoTpy6u.

— 21, He HapgopBucb! — 3acmeanca Meppu.— Y meHs noaydwe nosaydaetcal — OH NOAHAN POr, U YUCTbIN
cepebpsHbIM 3BYK PasiMaca No XoJmam. M3 OKPecTHbIX HOpP M AOMMLIEK CTas BbIXOAUTb Hapoh, MHOTUE,
pa3obpaBLWNCL NPUCOEANHUANCDH K OTPAAY.

HakoHeu, oHM nogownun K ycagpbe. [lom BbIrNAAEN CHaPYKM coBcem 3abpolleHHbIM. BxoaHaa Asepb
nepeKocnnacb, KOMOKONbYMK He 3BOHWMA. Ha CTyK HMKTO He OTO3BascA, TOrda OHWU TONKHYAU ABEePb U BOLUAW.
BHYTpM 6bIn NONHbIV KaBapAak; BUAHO BbIN0, YTO AOMOM AaBHO He N0JIb30Ba/INCh.

— Kyaa ke noaeBasncs 3ToT HecyacTHbIN J1oTTo? — yausuaca Meppw.
OHuM 06Wwapmamn BeCb AOM, HO KPOME MbILLEN M KPbIC HUKOTO He BCTPETUAM.

—34ech xye, yem B Mopgope, — ckasan Cam, co 310601 AaB NMHKA KaKOW-TO 3a3eBaBLUeinca Kpbice. — XyxKe
MOTOMY, YTO 3TO Hal AOM, U Mbl NOMHUM, KaKoi OH 6bl paHbLUe.

— [Oa, ato geno Mopgopa, — B3aoxHyn ®pogo. — U geno caenaHo pykamm CapymaHa. OH XOTb U Ayman, uTo
OH cam no cebe, a Ha gene BbINOJHAN ero YepHyto Boat. Jymato, 1 J1IoTTo nponan He 6e3 yyacTus capymMaHOBbIX
NnoJIyOPKOB.

MeppM O3npanca C ragiMBbim BbipaxKeHnem.

— MNownn Ha BO34yX, — PeLIMTeIbHO CKas3aa OH. — 3Hail 51, YTo BCe OHO TaK M ByaeT, 3aTonKan bbl CBOMN KUCET
CapymaHy B rnoTKy!

— MoeT 1 Tak, MoXeT U TaK... [la BeAb Bbl He cAenanu aToro, U Tenepb A MOry NPUBETCTBOBATb Bac!— B
ABepAax CToAn CapymaH. B rnasax ero ABHO YMTanacb 3!1063, HaCcMellKa N Camo40BO/IbCTBO.

Ha ®poao cnoBHO 03apeHne CHU3OLWO.
— Acnung! — 3akpryan oH.
CapymaH 40BONbHO 3aCMeACS.

— Buxy, cabixann ob6o mHe, a? Tak meHs 3Banan B CKkanbbypre. B 3HaK npu3HaTenbHOCTM, nonarato. A Bbl,
NOXOMe, HE OXUAANUN MEHA 34eCb YBUAETb.

—Het, — npocto npusHanca dpogo.— Xota mor 6bl M goragatbca. MHAanbd npeaynpexkgan, yto Tbl
cnocobeH Ha MesIkne NakocTy.

—CnocobeH, cnocobeH,— nokuBan CapymaH.— Bbl Hacmewwnn MmeHsa, HEBbICOKIMKKM, Korga Takue
[0BOJIbHblE COBOW, TakMe becneyHble, CKaKaM MUMO B KOMMNaHUKM MyZpbIX. Bbl 6bIAM yBepeHbl, YTO BCe MI0X0e
YK€ KOHYMOCb, M COBMPannNCb CNaBHO OTAOXHYTb B CBOE MasieHbKOM, YIOTHOW cTpaHe. Uwb Bbl, gom CapymaHa
paspyLieH, a Ball, 3HAYMT, HUKTO He MOXKeT TPoHyTb! [lymanu, MHAanbd 06 atom nosaboTtntca? A BOT U HeT! Bbl
cBOe Aeno caenanu, n 6onblue emy He Hy:KHbl. Hy 1 gypauyku, nogyman f. Hago 6bl npoyunts ux. U yx s 6bl
npoyuun, byapte yBepeHbl, eciv 6bl MHe nobonblue Atoaein n BpemeHun. Ho A 1 Tak caenan Hemasno, BCero Bam B
YU3Hb He nonpasuTb. f pag, YTo NocymTanca c samm!

— Ecnan 310 poctasnset Tebe yA0BONALCTBUE, — X0N104HO oTBeTMn Ppoao, — mHe Kanb Tebsa. Ho 3To — TBoe
Aeno. Xouellb pafoBaThca — pagyica. A Tenepb nam 1 He Bo3Bspalliainca.

®poao TONbKO ceiyac 3ameTus, YTo BOKPYr Topbbl cobpanocb MHOXKeCTBO X0661TOB. Mpu ero nociegHMx
C/I0Bax OTOBCHOAY MOC/bIWANNCL KPUKW:

CapymaH meaneHHo 06Be B3rISLA0M TONMY U YCMEXHY/ICS.

—Yb6eitte, ybeinTe! — nepeapasHnn oH. — Hy, nonpobyitte, ybeiite, ecnm cuneHoK xBatuT! — oH BbINpamMMAcA
BO BECb POCT, W B3r/A4, €ro cTan TaxenbiM. — Al notepsan TonbKo cBoe Aobpo, HO He cuay. TOT, KTO nocmeet
NPUKOCHYTCA KO MHe, byaeT HaBeku npokaat! M ecan 3pgecb NponbeTca XOTb Kanas moein Kposu, XobbutaHua
BalUa 3a4axHeT U 3apacTeT bypbaAHOM.

BnaHo 6b|l'|0, 4YTO Ha MHOTMX X066UTOB 3TN cNoBa npounssenn CMnbHOe BnevyatieHue.

— He BepbTe emy, — CMOKOWMHO cKasan dpogo, — HET y HEro HMKaKoM cusbl. TONbKO PasroBopbl U OCTaMUCh.
Ho He Hago McTUTb. MycTb yxoauT. — Xo66UMT noBepHy/caA K bbiBliemy mary. — Yxoam, CapymaH, yxoau nockopee,
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Mbl He XOTUM b6o/blle BUAETb Tebs.
HekoTtopoe Bpemsa CapymaH yrptomo o3unpascs, NOTOM KpUKHyA: — 314, Yepssak!
M3 6anrKaliwen XMxKMHbI Ha YeTBepeHbKax Bblies puma.

— WNpem, Yepssk, — 6pocun emy CapymaH. — 9TW CnaBHble HEBLICOK/IMKM CHOBA FOHAT Hac B NyTb. Maem! —
CapymaH noBepHy/ca U nowen npoyb. Ho npoxoaa mumo Ppono, oH caenan MOAHUEHOCHbINW, KaK yaap 3meu,
BbIMaA, U AJIMHHbIA HOX NA3THYA O KO/bYyry U3 mudpuna, Kotopyto dpogo Bce ele HOCKA Nog KYpTKOM. TyT ke
He MeHee AecATKa PYK CXBaTUN 371045, BbIPBAAN HOXK W Bpocuin Ha 3emsto. Cam BbIXBaTMA Meu.

— Croir, Cam! — octaHoBMA ero Ppoao. — He ybumBait ero gaxe tenepb. OH HUYEro MHe He caenan. f He xouy,
yTobbl OH MOrMban B TaKOM YXKAaCHOM COCTOSIHUM AyXa, KaKk cendac. Koraa-to oH 6bin1 NO-HaCTOALLEMY Be/UK.
Toraa HUYbA pyKa He noaHanacb 6bl Ha Hero. Tenepb OH Maja, U Mbl HE B CMAAx NOMOYb emy noAHATbcA. Ho,
MOXKET ObITb, OH CAM CMOXKET HalTK NyTb K CBETY.

CapymaH meANeHHO MOAHANCA Ha HOrM M nocmoTpen Ha ®pogo. CTpaHHbIM 3TO 6bla B3rnA4. B Hem
CMELUaNCb U HEHABUCTb, U U3YM/IEHWNE, U YBaXKEHME.

— Tbl BbIPOC, HEBbLICOK/IMK, — TUXO CKa3as OH. — Tbl CTaN MyAPbIM U KECTOKMM. Tenepb Tbl ANLWNA MO MECTb
CNafocCTH, U A YXOXKY B LOATY Nepes TBoMm munocepamem. Ho a HeHaBuKy Teba 1 ero! Xopolwuo, 1 yingy, v He byay
b6osblwe BpeguTb Tebe. Ho He Hagelcs ycabiwaTb OT MeHsA Ha MPOLLaHUE MOXKeNaHWa 340POBbA U OATMX NeT
U3HU. Y TebsA He ByLeT HU TOro, HM APYroro, XOTA U He N0 MOeW BOJIe— i TO/IbKO NPeACcKasbiBalo.

OH nowen nNpoyb, N X066UTbI paccTynuAnCh, AaBaa emy Aopory. [pUma YyTb 3aMeTHO NOMeAIMA M Nonaencs
33 XO3AUHOM.

— Fpuma! — oknnKHYN ero ®poso. — Tbl MOXKellb 0CTaTbCA. Thl HM B YeM He BMHOBAT nepea Hamu. OTAOXHU
34ecb, Habepucb CK/1, a NOTOM MOMKELLb MATU CBOEM AOPOToi.

I'pwwa OCTaHOBUACA W pPaCTepAHHO MNOCMOTpPEN Ha cD|I)0,£I,0. BunaHo 6b|]'|0, YTO OH TOTOB MPWUHATb
npegnoxeHme, Xotad HUKakK He OXXunaan ero.

OctaHosuaca n Capyma.

— He BMHOBAT, rOBOPULLL? — BOCKNIMKHYA OH. — HeT, KoHeuyHo, HeT! Koraa oH BbiNo/3an No HOYam Hapy»y, OH
npocto ntoboBanca Ha 3Be3404ku! TyT KTO-TO M3 Bac MHTepecoBanca, Kyaa nogesanca 6eaHblit Jlotro? I,
YepB.ak, Tebe BeAb M3BECTHO, YTO C HUM NPUKAOYMAOCL, a? CKaxKM-Ka nm!

37K cnoBa COBHO NoaKocuaum Mpumy. OH pyxHyAa Ha 3emto, 3ax1ebbiBanach oT Bu3ra: «Het! Het!»

— He xoyewb rosopuTb? — Nnpogokan CapymaH. — Ho um ke MHTepecHo. Hafo pacckasatb M. Al paccKay,
nokanyi. Tak BoT, 6aaropofHble HEBLICOKNMKM, Ballero npeasogutens sapesan Yepssk. Bo cHe, a nonaratw. U
3aKonaJ... Hagetocb. XoTa B nocnesHem U He yBepeH. OH Beab Bce Bpems rosiogeH. A, Yepssak? Hy, aTo Tbl gypHO
nocTynua. Henbss Tak.

KpacHble rnasa Npumbl CBEPKHY/IM ANKON HEHABUCTbIO.
— 3710 Tbl! Tbl MeHsa 3acTaBun! — 3awimMnen oH.
CapymaH 3acmesnca.

— A Tbl Bcerga cnywaewbcs Acnvza, passe He Tak? Hy Tak BOT, Tenepb OH FOBOPUT: «3a MHOW!» — OH cHOBa
nHyn FpMMy, NOBEPHY/ICA U NOLWEeN NpoYb.

[JanbHelilee Npov3oW/Io Tak BbICTPO, YTO HUKTO He ycnen nowesennTbesa. [pMma CXBaTu/ BanAaBLUMIACA B
MbIIY HOXK U C TIYXMM Pbl4aHUEM NPbLITHYA Ha cnvHy CapymaHy. MTHOBEHHbIM ABUMKEHMEM OH OTKWHY/ TO/I0BY
Hasag, v nepepesan mary ropno. 3aTem OTLIBbLIPHY/I HOXK U € BU3rom 6pocuscs 6exatb. Mpexkae yem ®poao ycnen
CKa3aTb XoTA 6bl C/I0BO, B BO34yXe CBUCTHY/IM TPU CTpenbl, U [pumbl YepHoro He cTasno.

K nsymneHunto cobpaslumxcsa xob6uToB BOKpyr Tesia CapymaHa cryctmaca nAoTHbIN cepblt TymaH. MeasieHHo
NoAHABLUNCL BbilEe XOIMOB, OH 06pa3oBan 3blbKyto cepyto ourypy. MrHoseHne oHa Konebanacb, 06paTMBLINCD
Ha 3anag, HO OTTy4a HajeTen NopbiB XO/JOAHOrO BeTpa M obpatun ee B HMYTO. Hag xonmamum npoluenecren u
3amep YyTb CAblWHbIA B340X.
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®poao C yKacom U 3KaNoCTbio CMOTPEN Ha Nexallee Teno. Bcem noKasanocb BAPYr, YTO C MOMeHTa rnbenu
CapymaHa nposeTenn CTONETMA — TaK CTPALIHO M3MEHWIOCh IMLO MEPTBOrO: KOXKa UCTAena M noBmucna Cyxmmm
NIOXMOTbAMM Ha Y}KacHO npocTynuslem Yepene. Ppoao NPUNOAHAN Kpal FPA3HOrO KamtowoHa, Hakpbia MU0
BO/ILIEBHMKA M NoLen NpPoYb.

— Hy, BOT BCE M KOHUYMIOCb, — COAPOrHYBLMWCL, NporoBopua Cam. — OHO, KOHEYHO, NPOTUBHLIN BblN KOHeL,
YTO M roBOpUTbL. Jlyywe 6bl ero He BUAETb. HO rnaBHOE — KOHYMAOCH.

— Hapgetocb, 4To KOHYMNach 1 BoiMHa, — ckasan Meppu.

— Xopowo 6bl TaK, B340XHYA, noBepHyBwKUcb Ppogo. — Cambili nocneaHuii yaap! M nogymatb To/bKO, OH
npuvLwencs Kak pas ctoga, B camble asepu Topbbl. Al Aaxke BO CHE He MOT TaKOro NpeacTaBuTb!

— KoH4YMNoCb, KOHYMNOCH...— mnposopyan Cam.— KaKkoW Ke 3TO KoHeu? BoT BblMMCTMM 3A4ecb Bce, Aa
npubepemcs, Toraa U NOroBOPMUM O KOoHLEe. TaK Bedb 3TO eLle Koraa byaer.
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15. CEPEBPUCTAA TABAHD

YNCTUTb AENCTBUTENbHO NPULWINOCL MHOroe. Ho BpemMeHW Ha 3TO BCe-TaKM YLIIO MeHblle, YeM ornacasnca
Coam.

Ha apyroit ke aeHb 6611 0cBOHOKAEHbI BCe NAeHHMKM. Cpean HMX oTbicKanca u Tonctnk 6obb6ep, nspagHo
NCXyAaBLUKNI Tenepb, U cTapas Jlilobenms, NbiTaBwanca B cBoe Bpema NobuUTb rPOMMA 30HTUKOM, M BbIBLUMI M3P
Yunn JANHHOHOT, TYT e nonpocuswmii y Ppoao nomoLm B BbINOAHEHUN CBOMX 06A3aHHOCTEN.

Ckopo Bce nepemeHunock. Wnpuddsl camopacnyctmancs. OCTaTkM rpoOMWA OTJI0BUAM NO Nlecam, Fae OHU
YAUBUTENBHO BbICTPO OAMYaNU, U BbIABOPUIU U3 CTPAHBI.

X066uTbl — 6blna Hbl HY)KAA A3 OXOTa — MOTYT paboTaTb Kak Nuesikv. TbiCAYM PyK OT mMana OO0 BesnKa,
KamayWwmx NpuUBECTU CTPaHy B NOPAJOK, B3AANCL 3a Aeno. [JomMa, BbICTPOEHHbIE «acMWUAOBLIM MJIEMEHEMDY,
CPOBHAMM € 3eMmfei. Hawaumcb nNpy 3TOM OrpOMHbIE 3anacbl NMPOBM3MM, MMBA W BCAKOM BCAYMHbI; TaK 4TO Aena
OKa3a/MnCb He TaK NJI0XM, KaK Kaszanocb noHavany. Ho cnepsa 3aHAnMCb Topboii-Ha-Kpyde. XyyKe BCero npuLnoch
Aepesbam. VX npocTo nosbipybuan. 31o 6oablie Bcero onedannno Cama. OH Ayman, 4To Tenepb TONbKO UX BHYKMU,
ecnu oHu byayT, yBUAAT Xo66MTaHUIO 3e1eHON.

Ho B 0oAMH NpeKpacHblit AeHb Yy Hero BblAasnacb cBOH6OAHAA MUHYTKA (TaK Kak OH Hegensimu 6bin 3aHAT
paboToi), OH Hayan BCNOMMHATb O CBOMX MPUK/IOYEHUAX, M TYyT Ke BCMOMHWUA O Mojapke Bnaapblumubl
bnarocnoseHHoro Kpasa. OH goctan KopobouKy 1 NoKasan Apy3bam.

— A 1 1o Ayman, — ckaszan ®pogo, — Koraa Tbl O Hel BCMOMHUWL? Hy, oTKpoit!

KopobKa goBepxy 6Gbina HanonHeHa Cepoi, MATKOM M HeXHol Bpoge Obl NblAbLOK, a Nocpean fexano
3ePHbILWKO cepebpucToro LBeTa.

— A UTO }Xe MHe C 3TUM ZenaTb? — pacTepaHHO cnpocua Cam.
— Bbibepu BeTpeHbIn AeHb, 6pock B BO34yX, NYCTb caMo Aenaetcs! — npeanoxumn HeyHbiBaowmii MnH.

—Jlydywe He Tak. Bbibepu yyacToK 3emaun Ha npoby, Aa BOT xoTa 6bl Topby, n nocmoTpu, yto bygert, —
nocosetosan Meppu.

— Hert, — ynpsmo nomotan ronosoi Cam. f yBepeH, Bnagblunie He No HpaBy Npuwaock 6bl, NOTPaTb A BCE Ha
cBoM caf. CMOTpUTE CKOJIbKO Hapoay BOKPYT CTpasaer.

®poao e cKazan emy TakK:

—Tobl ymenbii cagoBHMK, Cam. Caenait Bce, YTO MOXKelWb caenaTtb cam. A Ana Toro, YTo cam cAaenaTb He
CMOXKeLb, NCNONb3YM Noaapok MNannapuann. Tam Beab HEMHOTO, KaXKaasa NblIMHKA Ha cYeTy.

Cam Hayan caxaTb carkeHubl. CHayana Tam, rae paHbLie POC/M camble KpacuBble AepeBbs, a NOTOM U Tam,
roe HU4Yero He pocsio. M BO3/e KaKkAOro MOCAXKEHHOro KyCTWKa OH K/Jai B 3eMK0 4acTUUKy 61aroc/iioBeHHOMN
nousbl. C 3TOM paboToi OH xoaun no Bcekt Xob6butaHuM, Ho ocoboe BHMMaAHWe yaensn Bce-Taku Hopropoay u
NcTopbuHke. Koraa B Kopobouke OCTanacb mMaseHbKas LLEernoTKa, OH MOAHAICA Ha BepLMHY Camoro BbICOKOrO
XOJIMA MOYTU B LiEHTPE CTPaHbI, U NpoLwwenTas 6baarocnoseHne, 6pocua ocTaTkm B BO3ayx. Cepebpuctoe 3epHbILKO
OH nocagaun nocpeau MpasgHUYHOM MoNsAHLI M AOAT0 PAa3MbILIA, YTO Ke U3 Hero BbipacTeT? Bcto 3umy OH eaBa
caepuBan cebs, ytobbl He 6eraTb Kax bl AeHb CMOTPETb, HEe NMOABUACA /I POCTOK?

BecHoii aarke BuaaBwuve BUAObl CTapble X066WUTbl He BepuaM CBOMM rnasam. [lepesba POCAN C TaKoM
6bICTPOTOM, C/IOBHO BPeMA A/1A HUX CXKanoCb, U rog, Nnpoxoann 3a Hegento. Ha MNpasaHuyHoi MNonaHe TBOPUAOCH U
BOBCe HeBuAaHHoe. CepebpucToe cemeyko Aano YyaecHblt nober, U Tenepb OH pPBancA BBEPX K Heby, He no
OHAM, a no 4yacam. Y aepesua 6bin cepebpaAHblit CTBOA M 6onbluMe AJNHHbIE UCTbA 30/10TUCTOMO OTTEHKa. B
anpene B KPOHE 3aXrMcb 60blUME KPAaCHO-30/10Tble LBETbI.

YiKe Yyepe3 HECKOJIbKO /1eT MOJ1Ba O 4YyaAeCHOM AepeBe pacnpoCTpaHnaacb AaNEKO 3a npeaenbl Xo66utaHuu.
MHorue npuxoannn niananeka cneunasbHO B3rnAHYTb Ha AMKOBUMHHOE O€EpPEBO. 3710 6bIN e,ﬂ,MHCTBEHHbIl\/‘I B Tex
KpaAxX M3/1N10PH, U HA4O CKa3aTb, OAUH U3 HDEKpaCHEﬁLIJMX B mupe. Boo6u.|,e TOT rog 6b171 3aMeyaTeNnbHbIM AanAa
Xo66uTtaHuM. He ToNbKO M3-3a MATKOrO CONHUQa " AO)K,EI,EI\/'I, KOTOpble CMEHANN Opyr gpyra MMeHHO Torga, Koraa
Hago, n 6b1710 UX CTOJIbKO, CKOJIbKO Hago. He ato 6b1710 rnaBHoe. Kyp,a Ba)KHee OblN OCEHMBLUMIA BCtO CTpaHy OyX
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61aroctu, KPacoTbl U KU3HWU. [lIeTU PoXKAEHHbIe B 3TOT rod, BblAn CUAbHbI U NPEKPAcHbl. Y MHOMUX U3 HUX Bbian
ryctble 30/10Tble BOIOChI, YTO Npexae cpean xobbuToB BCTpeUanoch TObKO u3peaKa. He 6bin1o 6onesHel u Bce
6b1IM AOBOJIbHbLI, Pa3Be YTO Kpome Kocapei. TpaBy NpUXoan/IoCb KOCUTb TaK 4acTo, U OHa Bblna Takol ryctoi u
BbICOKOM, YTO OHM BbIBUBANUCH U3 CUA.

MNepsoe Bpema n ®pogo n Cam Kuam y XnonyaTtHUKa. JleCHMYbKM gena 4vacto ysoaunm Cama ns gomy, u
6b1Banio Hagonro. OH 6bln KaK pa3 B O4HOW M3 CBOMX NOE3A0K, KOrAa B Havane mapta Ppoao HeOXWMOAHHO
3abonen. TpUHaALATOroO YMCAa CTAPUK XNONYATHUK HALeN ero Nexalym nonepek KposaTu B 3abbiTbu. B pyke
®pogo ckuman 6enbiii KaMeHb, KOTOPbIA OH BCcerga HocuA Ha wee. My6bl ero wesennanco. Ctapoli TOM HarHyaca
W enBa paccablwan yyaHole cnosa: «OHO ywno, ywno Hasceraa. bes Hero Tak TeMHO M nycro...» Ho npuctyn
CKOpO Mpolen, U Korga ABafuatb nAatoro BepHynca Cam, ®poso 6bi1 B NOAHOM MOPAAKE, U HUYEro eMy He
cKaszan. TyT KaK pas 3akoHYnAncb pabotbl B Topbe-Ha-Kpyue; Meppu ¢ NMMHOM pasbiCKann U NOYUHUAW CTapyro
mebesnb, U cKopo ycaabba BbIrAgeNa nyyLle, Yem Npexae.

®popao Kak-To pas cnpocun Cama:
— Hy, Cam, Koraa nepees»katb byaem?
CaM HEOKMAAHHO CMYTU/ICA U HUYEro He OTBETU.

— Eciv He xoYewb, NnofdoXaem noka, — ckasan ®Ppogo. — A, npasaa, Ayman, yto B Topbe Tebe byaeT nyywe...
M cTapuK TBOM pAAOM, U BAOBA BCTPACKMH 33 HUM NpucmaTtpusana beoil...

— OHO, KOHeYHo, cygapb, — npobopmoTan Cam m NoKpacHe.
— TaK B Yem e geno? — Heagoymesan ®pogo.

— [a BOT, cyaapb, Po3un... Po3n XnonyaTHuK... [Toxoxke ei, beHAKKe, He OYeHb-TO MO HpaBy Obla Haw
oTbesf Toraa. Hy, a Koraa mbl BepHYAUCh, paboTbl HEBNPOBOPOT HaBa/IM/OCh, TOXKE KaK-TO He A0 3Toro bbino. A
Tenepb OHa W roBopuT: «Mbl M TaK Uenblit roa notepann! Yero ke eule Xaatb-10?» «Huuero cebe, aymato,
notepsan!» — Ho BooblLLE TO OHa NpaBa. TaKk 4YTO A YK U He 3Halo, NPAMO XOTb MOMNOJIaM PBUCh... — OH COBCEM
CMeLlanca n 3amonyan.

—Hy, BOT Tenepb A0 mMeHs gowno, — obneryeHHo B340XHYN Ppono.— Tebe M co MHOM paccTaBaTbCA He
XOYETCA, HO U KeHUTbCA nopa. Munbiit Tbl MO, HO BeAb 3TO TaK npocto! HeHucb Nockopee, U Nepeesykante Ko
MHe Bcel cembeil. KaKas 6bl oHa y Teba HK 6bina, B Topbe mecTa He 3aHMMaTb!

TaK oHO 1 cTanocb. Cam 6bin cyacTams, a Ppoao m Toro cyactameee. M6o He Bbl0 BO BCel cTpaHe Xxob6uTa,
33 KOTOPbIM yXaXKMBanu TaK BHUMATE/IbHO, KaK 3a HUM. Tenepb BPpeMs ero TeKJ0 PasMepeHHO U CMOKOWHO; OH
MHOTO N1can 1 NepeyYmTbiBal CBOU 3aMETKM.

Meppu c MNMuHom nocenunucb B 3abpeHauu, U mexay Topboi 1 3airopolom MHOrO 6blIO XOXKAEHWUM
Tyna-ctoga. 06a monoapix xo66uta 6blAM Tenepb CambiMM M3BECTHbIMM TpaKaaHamu. HMuam OHWM LWKMPOKO,
OTKPbITO. NecHM, pacckasbl O CBOMX MOX0OAaX, KpacuBble HEBUAAHHbIE HAPAAbl — BCE 3TO BAEKNO K HUM MHOTUX.
JNiobo-pgoporo 661710 NOCMOTPETb, KaK OHWM HECYTCA BO BECb ONOP MO TPAKTY, M KpacuBble MAaly pa3BeBatoTca y
HWX 33 CNUHON. M xapaKTep y HUX OCTaNCA TaKOM, KaK bBbli: POBHbIN Aa MATKUIM, COBCEM HE 3aHOCYMBbIM, Pa3Be YTo
elle Becenee CTanu.

(DDO,CI,O ¢ Camom, HanpoTue, XUAN TUXO. A YK O/IMHHbIE Cepble naawn C AParoueHHbIMU 3aCTEXKamu
HageBa/MCb Yy HUX TONbKO MO 60nbWKUM npasgHuKam. Ho KameHb co 3Be3gHbIM 6neckom chOAO HOCUAN
NOCTOAHHO.

OAHUM CNoBOM BCe LWNO Xopolo, U obelano cratb eule aydwe. Cam 6bin Bcem A0BONeH. He Hpasuaoch
eMy TONbKO, 4To ®Poao Kak-To Bce 6osblie BbiNaaan M3 KM3HU XO0BbUTaHMM, U HUKAKUX nodvecTen He umen, Aa
BUAHO, N HE CTPeMUCA K HUM. He mHorne Beab 3Hanu o6 nx noxoae, Aa M Te He BCe; Tak YTO BCe BOCTOPrU, Bce
yAUBAEHWE [A0CTaBaMCb B OCHOBHOM Meppu 1 MuHy, u, kctatn, emy, Camy CKpombu, XOTb OH BOBCE 3TOMO He
»enan.

Ho BOT 0CeHbto nx KOCHY/1aCb TEHb NPEXHUX 3abor.

Kak-to Beyepom Cam Hawen CDpop,o B CTPAHHOM COCTOAHWUNU. X038UnH 6bIn 6J'Ieﬂ,EH, KaK Mmen, a rnasa
HeBuaALWe CMOTpenn Kyaa-To saaib.
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— Y10 c Bamu, cyaapb? — obecnokounaca Cam.
— fl paHeH, — HeoXKMaaHHO oTBeTUA Ppoao, — paHeH ry6oKo, U HUKOrA4a He OMNPaB/OCh OT 3TOM PaHbl.

CaM HM Ha WYTKY pa3BOIHOBAACA, HO YXe Ha cneayowmin aeHb Ppoao BbirnA4en no-npexxHemy, U cyaa no
Bcemy, 6b1n BnoaHe 300poB. Toraa Camy NPULLAO B FON0BY B3rAHYTb Ha KaneH4apb, M OH BCe NOHAA. PoBHO ABa
roga Hasag Ha 3aBeptu Koposb-lNpu3pak paHua ero xos3aunHa.

Wno spemsa. B mapte ®pogo 3abonen cHoa. EmMy notpebosanocb cobpaTtb BCIO CBOM BOJIKO, YTOOLI He
npvefeyb BHMMaHuA. Y Cama 6biim apyrue 3ab6oTbl. [BaguaTb NATOro y HUX ¢ Po3un poannack foub. Coam 3aluen K
®poao rnyboko 03aboYeHHbIM.

— YMa He NPUNoXYy, cyaapb, YTo genatb. Mbi-TO X431 ManbynKa, U PeLunan, 4TO Ha30BEM E€ro B Ballly YecTb
— ®pogo, a TyT — AEBOUKaA...

®popao otBeTUN He3 NnpomeaneHums.

— [aiTe-Ka el uBeToYHOE AepeBo No cTapomy obbiyato. MycTb 30BeTca dnaHop. MomHUWwsb, B SlopueHe Mmbl
BMAE/IM 3TOT CO/IHEYHbIN LBETOK.

— Ara. BoT 3TO camoe MHe U Hy»KHO, — npocusan Cam. — Tak TOMy U BbITb, 3HAUUT.

Hactynuna yxe oceHb. ManeHbKoM dnaHop UCNONHWAOCL NOATOANKA, Koraa oaHaxabl Ppoao nossan Cama
B CBOIO pabouyto KOMHaTy.

— Cnywait, Cam, B yeTBepr AeHb poxaeHua bunobo, — ckasan oH. — Cto Tpuauatb ogmH rog! Hago 6bl Ham
HaBecTUTb ero. A xouy, 4Tobbl Mbl Cbe3anan BmecTe. Po3u, BepHO, paccTPoOUTCA, HO Tbl Noobellai, YTo CKopo
BepHeLwbca. MNepeaait ein, 4To 370 MoA 6onbliaa npocwba.

— 29X, cyAapb, A U cam bbl C NpeBesMKOW PagocTbio cbesann B Pas3pon, v cTaporo Buabbo mHe ToxKe
NnoBMAaTb OX0Ta, HO BOT... — Cam 3amasnca. — HeT, NnpaBga, cy4apb, MHE X0YeTca noexaTb C BaMW... HO U OCTaTbCA
34,eCb TOXKe xo4eTcsa 6bosble Bcero Ha ceete!

— bepgHsra Cam, — ynblbHynca dpogo. — Tebe ewwe NpeacToMT NOMy4YaTbea ¢ 3TUM. Hy, He 6eaa. Bce npoliger
co BpemeHeM. Ho exaTb Mbl flONKHbI BMECTE, — TBepA0 3aKOHUYM OH.

HeckonbKo aHelt ®poao npusoann B Nnopaaok ceou 3anmncu. Cam nomoran emy. Tenepb 370 6biia 6onbluan
KHMra B 4O6POTHOM KPacHOM KOXKaHOM nepeneTe, U oHa bblaa UcnmncaHa NoYTu A0 KOHUA. BHavane MHOXeCTBO
CTpaHuL, 6blIM UCMNCaHbI TOHKMM, HEPBHbIM modyepkom Bunbbo Ho 6onbluas yacTb 3anuceit 6blna caenaHa
TBepaoi pykoit ®poao. KHura 6biia nogeneHa Ha rnasbl, HO MOcNeAHAA U3 HUX Bblaa He 3aKoHYeHa, U Tam
0CTaBaNOCh €ellle HECKO/IbKO YMCTbIX CTPaHULL. Ha TUTYIbHOM INCTE CTOAN0 MHOrO 3arnasuit:

MOW AHEBHMK
MOE HEOXWAAHHOE MYTELECTBME. TY/JIA U OBPATHO,
U YTO C/IYYU/I0Ch MOTOM.

TMPUKJ/TIOYEHWA TIATU XOBBUTOB. T[IOBECTb O BE/IMKOM KO/IbLUE, COCTABJ/IEHHAA BWJ/IbBO
TOPBNHCOM

M3 COBCTBEHHbIX HAB/TIIOAEHNI M PACCY)KAEHNV [IPY3EN.
YTO Mbl AESIA/IN B BOVHE KOJIELL.

34ecb KoHYanacb pyka bunbbo. Janslue nucan dposo:
MALEHUE B/IACTE/IMHA KOJIEL

u

BO3BPALLIEHUE KOPO/IA

(c moyku 3peHua mano2o Hapoda; 8OCNOMUHAHUA bunebo

u ®podo u3 XobbumaHuu, 00nosHeHHble CO0bWeHUAMU UX

Opy3eli u noyyeHuamMmuU Mydpebix, Bmecme ¢ 8bI0epPHKAMU U3
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KHuau 3HaHul, nepesedeHHbimu Bunvbo e Pazdosne)

MpounTas 310, CamM BOCKAMKHYA: — [la Bbl NoYTH 3aBepLlumam ee, Ppoao!

— Al coscem 3aBepwmnn ee, Cam. MNocnegHue CTpaHuLbl gonuewb Tbl.

[BaauaTtb nepsoro ceHTABPA OHM OTNPABUAUCH B NyTb. M yKe Ha Apyroi AeHb exann 3HaKOMbIM 1ECOM.

—YX He 3a Tem /in AepeBom Bbl NPATAaNNCb, Cydapb, KOrga mbl Brnepsble BCTPETUNN ‘-IepHoro Bca,ﬂ,HMKa?—
cnpocun Cam. — MHe TENEPb Ka*XeTCA, YTO BCE 3TO 6b1/10 BO CHe.

Mo Aopore MM BCTPETUAOCH MHOXKECTBO 3/1bd0B. A eLle Yepes HEeKOTOPoe BPeMsA, K BeanKon pagoctm Cama,
OHW MOBCTPEYanncb ¢ INPoHAOM M Manaapuanbio. IAPOHA eXan B Cepoi, MmepLatoweit MaHTuK, Bo N6y ero cuana
3Be3fa, a Ha nanbule 6bL10 60AblIOE 30/10TOE KOMbLO C ronybbim KamHem. 3To 6bln Belian — camoe
MOryLLecTBEHHOE U3 Tpex 31bdpuitckmx Konel,. Cnegom Ha 6enom KoHe exana Fanagpuanb. O ee ogerae MOXKHO
6bIN0 CKa3aTb TOMIbKO TO, YTO OHA NOXOAMANA Ha nerkue obnaka, 3aKpbiBWKE NYHY, U ropsawme ee cepebpaHbiM
cBeToM. MArKWiA CBET CTPyU/CA 1 Nepenamnsanca BOKpyr Baagpiumubl bnarocnoseHHoro Kpas. Ha nanbue ee 6bi10
KO/bLO M3 MUdpmMna c 6enbim KamHeM, CUABLLMM, Kak Xono4Han 38e3aa. Ppoao cpasy y3Han ero — 31o 6bi1 HanH.
Mo3aan myapenrwnx, Ha MaseHbKOM YLIACTOM NOHM exas, NoKadnBasnch B gpeme, bunbbo.

3NpoHA NPUBETINBO NO340Pp0BasCA C X066uTamm, a Managpuanb yabibHYAACh UM.

—Hy, mactep Cammuyc, — cKasana OHa, — A C/blWana, YTo Tbl CyMes PacrnopsaguTbCs MOUM MOAAPKOM
Hanny4ywmnm obpasom. Tenepb Xob66UTaHMA CTaHET CaMOM LBETYLLEN CTPaHOM Ha 3anage.

CoM TONbKO HU3KO MOK/IOHMACA. 32 3TU roabl HpEKpaCHbIVI o6pa3 Bnagblumubl NOTYCKHEN B €ro NamATn, u
Tenepb OH 6b1n cHOBa NOTPACEH ee BE/INYECTBEHHOM KpaCOTOﬁ.

TyT npocHynca bunsbo.

— A-a, npuseT ®poao! — ckasan oH cnabbim ronocom. — Buamiib, OTNPaBAAOCb BOT B HOBOE MyTellecTBue.
Tbl TOXE?

— [a, n A ToxKe, — npocTto oTBeTUA Ppoao. — XpaHutenu Konbua AonxHbl 6bITb BMecTe.
CaM TO/IbKO ceiiyac NoHA, 4To nponcxoamT. OH NOACKOYMA B cegie U 3aKpuYan:

— Kyaa e 310 Mmbl egem cygapb?!

— B Cepebpuctyto MaBaHb, — cnokoiHo oTBeTun ®poso.

—-Agq?

— A Tbl, — HeT. MoKa, Bo BCAKOM c/ydae. Tbl TONbKO NpoBOAULLb Hac. MNpasaa, TBoA cyabba ToXKe BniaeTeHa B
ncroputo Konblia, 1 TBOE BPEMA MOMKET ellle HacTaTb. [a He nevyansca Tol, Cam, — BUAA €ro CMATEHUe, YAblIbHYACA
®pogo. — He moxellb e Tbl BEYHO pa3pbiBaTbcA Hadsoe. 3anomMHU: Tbl A40MXKeH BbiTb OANH Ha Bce BpemeHa. Y
TebA Bnepeam ellle MHOTO AeN U MHOTO pafocTei.

—Ho...—Cam 4YyTb HE NaaKan, —Aa Aymas, nocne BCero Bam noHPaBUTCA XO66VITaHVIﬂ, N A TaK XoTen...

— fl Toxke Tak gyman, Cam. PaHblie. Ho Tenepb A 3HalO, YTO paHa MOA CAMLWKOM rnyboKa. fl xoTen cnactu
Xo66utaHUto, N Tenepb OHa cnaceHa, Ho He AnsA MeHsA. Tak YyacTo 6blBaeT, Korga Hy»KHO YTO-TO CMACTU: KTO-TO
[OMKEH OTKasaTbCA OT Hero, notepaTb Aas cebsa, ytobbl coxpaHuTb ansa Apyrx. Ho He roptoi, Tbl BeAb MO
HacnegHuK. Bce, uTo A nmen, Bce TBoe. A y Teba ewe u Posn, n dnaHop, n ewe 6yayt manbuniwikn: n dpoao, u
Meppu, 1 MnH, U CHOBa A0OYKa 30N10TMHKA, UM daxke Bosblie, Yem A MoOry npeasuaeTb. TBOW ClaBHble PYyKU U
ronosa noHagobsTca sesge. Tbl CTaHELWb M3POM M Byaellb UM CTOIbKO, CKOJIbKO XO4ellb. A yYLIMM Cag0BHUKOM
B UCTOpMM XOBOUTAHUM TaK M OCTAHeWbCA A0 KoHUa BpemeH. U Tbl bygews untatb Anyto KHury, n bygewsb
cnepguTb, YTobbl HE ymepna namaATb 06 yxoadawen 3noxe, 4Tobbl HUKTO He 3abbiBan 0 Benunkoit OnacHoctH, U ewe
6onblie nbUN CBOKO 3eMt. BcClo KM3Hb Tbl OyAellb O4YeHb 3aHAT M OYeHb cyacTaMB. M Tak byaet, noka
npoaonxaetca rnasa B Anoit Knure! A ceityac Bnepea, 3a mHom!

Yxopuna TpeTba anoxa. Yxogmnu dapoHa n Nanagpuanb, MMHYAM gHn Konew, M K KOHLY NnpmMxoauna necHb o
Tex BpemeHax. dnbdbl NokMaann Cpeamsembe, U Cpean HUX U BMECTe C HUMM, NOJIHbIE CBETNOM Mevann exanu
bunbbo, Ppoao n Cam.
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3a Bevyep M HOYb OHW Mepeexanu BCO X066MTaHMIO C BOCTOKA Ha 3anaf, 04HaKO, HMKTO, KPOMeE /IeCHbIX
3BepyLIek He Buaen ux. Passe uto CaydaiHblil NPOXOXKUIA NPUMETUA YANBUTENIbHbIE NYHHbIE BAVKK Ha TpaBse.

Bckope oHM octaBuam ¢ tora benble HU3uHbI U goctnram Crapbix 3amkoB. OTcloga UM BrepBble OTKPbLIOCh
mope. 3aecb bbln KoHew, ux NyTn, 6o ol gocturnm Cepebpucton NaBaHu; u 3gecb nx Bctpetnn CapaaH Kopaben.
OH 6bl1 04eHb BbICOK POCTOM, CeZ W CTap, HO r/1asa ero JIYyYuaucb U cUAAU, Kak 38e3gbl. OH HU3KO MOKIOHMACA
NpubbLIBLUIMM, U CKa3an TONbKO: «Bce rotoBo.

OHM nownu 3a HUM B [aBaHb, rae y npuyana croan 6onbluoit 6enbiii Kopabab. 34eck MX Kaana PafocTHas
BCTpeya. Henoganeky ot BoAbl, BEPXOM Ha BE/NIMKOMENHOM 6e/1omM CKaKyHe, cuaen B AJMHHON MaHTuUM MHAanbd
Benblit. 3aBUAA UX, OH CMELWNICS U HETOPOMNIMBO Molen HascTpedy. dpogo yBugen y Hero Ha nanbue TpeTbe
KonbLo — Hanp Benunkuit, ¢ anbim, Kak naams, KamHem. OcTasibHble 6biM pagbl, y3HAB, YTO Mar yXO4UT C HUMMU.

MocneaHue anbdbl yKe NOAHMMANUCH HA KOpabsb, rOTOBbIN K OTN/LITUIO, KOTAa Ha B3MbIIEHHbIX KOHAX
npumyanuce NuH n Meppu.

—Hy, BOT, onaTb Tbl NbiTanca yapaTb Taikom, gpyr ®podo, v onaTb He yaanocb, — nporosopun [uH,
ynbibanacb CKBO3b ce3bl. — Ha 3ToT pa3 Tebs MHAanbd Bbigan.

— [a, ckasan MNHAanbG, — NOTOMY YTO BTPOEM BO3BPALLATLCA Jyylle, YeM OLHOMY. YTO K, Apy3bs, HA 3TOM
b6epery KoH4YyaeTcs MCTOpMA caMon 3ameyaTenbHol B Cpeamsembe gpyxKbbl. Ugute ¢ mupom! A He byay
YyroBapu1BaTb Bac He NiakaTb, NOTOMY YTO C/ie3bl — 3TO He BCerga nJoxo.

®poao nouenosan Meppu u MuHa, a nocneaHnm Cama. KaKk TONbKO OH B3owen Ha nanyby, mayTbl 04enmchb
napycammu, NogHAACA BeTep, U Kopabab NAaBHO 3aCKO/b3UA K Bbixogy M3 3anmBa. M Kopabab Bbiwen B BepxHee
Mope, 1 Wwen, 1 Wen Ha 3anad, NoKa HaKOHEeL, B HOYM, HAaMO/IHEHHOW TenabiM AOXAEM U BeTpom, Ppoao He
OLLYTUN TOMUTENIbHOE BaroyxaHue, pa3NToe B BO3AyXe, U HE YC/billan 3BYKU HEXKHOFO Haneea, AeTaume Hajg,
BOJIOMN.

MoTom, KaK BO CHe, KOTOpbIA CHWAcA emy B gome bBombaawna, cepasa 3aseca AoXAaa Ccrana
CTEKNAHHO-CepebpuCcToi, Me/IeHHO pa3ABUHYach, U Nepes HUM OTKPbINAach AasieKas 3e/eHas CTpaHa B MATKOM
cBeTe BOCXOAALLEro Co/HLa.

A pna Cama Ha bepery Beyep nepexogmn B Houb. OH J0OATO BCMAaTPMBAJICA B MOPCKOM MPOCTOp, HO efBa
3aMeTHOe Cepoe MATHLILWKO AAaBHO NPONaso B CrywaroWwmxca cymepKkax Ha 3anage. BosHbl MepHo wenectenmn o
beper, 1 3TOT 3BYK HagoAro 3anan B cepgue Cama. MuH n Meppwm cToann pagom B MOJHOM MOJIYAHUMN.

HakoHel, Tpoe gpy3ei NoBepHYIM AOMOM, U Tenepb CKaKanu yKe He ornsgbiBasck. [lo camoit Xo66utaHmm
He 6bIJ10 CKa3aHO HW C/10Ba, HO KaXKAblil PaLoBasICa, YTO HA 3TOM AOJITOM, FPYCTHOM MyTU pAgom 6biiv 4py3bs.

MwnHOBaB rpaHuLLbl Xo66MUTaHUKN, OHU pasaennnnce. Bckope MuH M Meppu y:Ke pacneBanu NecHu no Nyt B
3abpeHaumio.

Moabexas K Mpupeubto. CIM Cnewmncs, OTNyCTUA NOHW, U Aablie NoLwen MeLKoM.

[eHb noaxoamn K KoHuy. Meped HUM 6bin ero 4om. Tam ropes OroHb B KaMMHE, TaM FOTOBWU/IM YXKUH U
®ganu ero. Posn Bctpetuna Cama Ha nopore, ycaauaa B KPecsio U NpUHecaa MajneHbkylo diaHop. Cam yctano
YAbIGHYCA U TNYBOKO B34,0XHY .

— Hy, BOT A 1 AOMa, — CKa3an OH.

-118 -



HECKOJIBKO CJIOB OT IIEPEBOJYHNKA...

Kak ke cnoxunacb ganblue cyabba repoes, KOTOPbIX Mbl YCNean NoatobuTb Ha NPOTAXKEHUU TPUAOTUN?

AparopH, Koponb TOHAOPCKWUI, un gonro u cyactamso. lNpaBneHne ero 6b110 MyApbiM UM MOMOTIO
CBEPLUMTLCA Ka3anocb bbl HEBO3MOXKHOMY. Mpu Hem MOHAOP CHOBA NPEBPATUICA B LIBETYLLMI Kpali, BepHYB bieck
W BENYME BPEMEH HYMEHOPLLEB-OCHOBATe NEN.

Koraa AparopH ymep, npaBnaeHue npuHan ®apamump.

Yepe3 HekoTOpoe BpemsA roHel, u3 FOHAOPA AOCTaBUA ABYM 3HATHEWWMM BOXAAM KNAHOB A3A/IEKOM
Xo66utaHum — MeperpuHy Kpony nu MepuragoKky bpeHaunsaiiky — npurnaweHune nocetuTb cronuuy MoHaopa. Mog,
npuraaweHnem CToaAn NOANUCU BAAABIK ABYX MOrydmx obnacteli Cpegmsemba: repLora puctaHuMiickoro Jomepa
W npasutena roHgopckoro ®apamupa. U1 Meppu un MNuH JOCTUTAN K 3TOMY BpPeMEHM BeCbmMa MPEKIOHHOrO
BO3paCTa, M HUKAKME HEOTNOXHble Aena He MOMeLWasn UM BHATb MNPWU3bIBY roCyfapei, KoTOpbiM OHWU B
MONOAOCTU Aann KNATBY BepHOCTU. CTapoCcTb MX Bblna CNOKOMHOM M MyApORN, U HANOMMHANA NPeKpacHble AHU
OCEeHU, Korga B Npupoae pasnnto BoswebHoe 3010TOe O4apoBaHME NMOKOA. YMEpPaN OHM B OAMH A€eHb, U Bblan
NOXOPOHEHbI Y NOAHOXbA HEBLICOKOIO X0/IMa, PAAOM C MECTOM YCNOKOEHMA AparopHa u ApBeH.

Coam CKpombU, Ha NPOTANKEHUN AOATOro BpemeHM beccmeHHbId map Hopropoaa, Koraa emy McnosiHMAoCh
BOCEMbAECAT NATb JIET, OTOLIEN OT A€/, U CYACTNIMBO KU B OKPYKEHUU MHOTOUUC/IEHHBIX BHYKOB U NPaBHYKOB B
Top6e-Ha-Kpyye. HMKTO, Aaxke ero 3aboTamsas cynpyra Po3u, He 3Han, YTo B MOCAeAHME roda ero HeT-HeT Aa U
nocewan CTpaHHbI Hegyr. O6bIYHO 3TO C/lyYanocb B mapTe mecaue, U Cam 3apaHee HaxoAWN KaKoM-HUbyab
npeagsior OTAy4YnTbCsA M3 AOMY, YTOObI He 6ecnoKkonTb OMaWHKX. OH NPOBOAM HECKOJ/IbKO AHEN B rocTax AnMbo u
MuHa, inbo y Meppu. OHM BbIAN €4MHCTBEHHBIMM, KTO MOHMMAaJ, YTO NPOUCXOANT C MX ToBapuLLem. Korga MuH u
Mepu nokuHyan Xob6utaHuio, Camy UCMONHWAOCH AeBAHOCTO ABa roga. Moa oceHb OH cTan cobupaTbes B
aopory. Po3u K ToMy BpeMeHU y:Ke He Bbllo B MKUBbIX, 3 MHOFOYMC/IEHHOW POAHE OH CKasan, YTo cobupaetca
NoceTUTb Apy3ein MONOSOCTU, 4@ MOXKET Y HUX U OCTAHETCA...

OfHako, NOKMHyB Hopropoa, OH, HWKyAa He CBOPauMBas, Hanpasu/CcA NPAMO HAa 3anag, M HUYYTb He
YAMBWACA, KOr4a Ha BTOPOW AeHb NOBCTpPeYan eule ABOUX NYTHUKOB. ITo 6biaun Jleronac u M'maun. Tak, BTpoem,
oHu pocturam Cepebpuctoit FaBaHu, 1 cepblii KOPabb KA4an UX y npuyana...

C ux yxogom B Cpeamsembe He OCTaNOCb HUKOTO M3 TeX, Yba MamaTb XpaHwuaa 6bl NOAPOOHOCTM Bennkux
cobbITnit TpeTbei INoxu...
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